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FOREWORD 


The correspondence of Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel, published 
in ten volumes, covers a crucial period in India’s history: 1 October 
1945 to 12 Dccemljer 1950, three days before his death in 
Bombay. 

Thr letters and anncxurcs consist of cxcliangcs between Sardar 
Patel on the one hand and Lord Wavell, Lord Mountbatten, 
Jawaharlal Neliru, Rajendra Prasad, C. Rajagopalachari, rulers 
of Princely States, Premiers of Congress Ministries and scores of 
Congressmen l>elonging to the party rank and file, on the other. 
These relate to various mattci*s which arose in the domestic, in- 
ternational, constitutional, administrative and economic splieres 
in this jK'riod and thus constitute valuable source material of his- 
tory. They were in the custody of Miss Maniben Patel, the 
SardarVs daughter, and were deposited by her with the Navaji\an 
Trust in Alimcdabad after his death. 

The. Trust arranged, under her direction and supervision, to 
have them typed in Ahmedabad and send the copies to rnc for 
editing and compilation. The volumes are thus l)ascd on authen- 
tic copies of the correspondence deposited with the Trust. 

Explaining the time-lag in releasing the corre.^pondence, Mani- 
I)cn said iii a long talk she had with me in New Delhi in late 
197U tliat she luid hi'Id it liack until she wiis certain that its pul)- 
lication would not b(‘ liarmful to the nation for which her father 
had labourt'd and suffered so mucli. The letters contain matter 
relating to affairs of Slate and party organisation whose untimely 
disclosure might have embarrassed the Government or the politi- 
cal leaders of the day* 

Since, liowevcr, some of the corresfX)ndence in the possession 
of other parties and relating to isolated evenl<» had been made 
public, she decidcd*that the time had come to relea.Hc the corres- 
pondence to give a balanced picture of th<‘ events to wfiicli they 
relate or of the Sardar’s view^. ‘T iiave been late/’ she said, 
“but not too late/’ 

The Navajivan Trust, she added, had agreed to publish 
the correspondence and thus made it possible for the jKoplc 
of India and the world outside to have access to this valuable 
material which tlirows new light on the momentous developments 
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of the period covered by these papers and the calculations made 
by the leading personalities of the day in shaping the course of 
history. 

The significance of the corre-sp»jndence lies in the light it sheds 
on the main characters on the Indian stage as they acted and react- 
ed to the challenges of the time and to the problems posed by their 
differing approach and outlook. There is indeed hardly a national 
or regional issue of consequence in cont<jmporar>’ history the 
origin of which cannot be traced to the five crucial years. 

Vallabhbhai Patel emerges from the correspondence as a 
great orgaruscr and consolidator of modern India. Over 70 when 
he assumed ministerial ofRcc for the first time, he carried on his 
ailing shoulders the crushing burden of building the political 
infrastructure of tlie new India. Death prevented him from comp- 
leting his task, but what he achieved in five short years endures. 

These volumes are the bones and sinews of Indian history 
of a crucial period. To the scholar and researcher, they oflffr a 
treasure of source material. To the politician, they should sers'C 
as a guide. To the citizen, they provide inspiration. 

Arrangements are in chronological order and not by topic. 
But the letters have been grouped thematically to retain interrelation 
of events and negotiations. Correspondence of a routine nature 
has been omitted and a few excisions have been made out of 
regard for the susceptibilities of the persons concerned. Such 
excisions are indicated by dots. 

Where an extract or extracts from a letter are published, 
this is indicated by the word ‘Extracts’ at the top of the letter. 
The omissions have been effected by the persons entrusted by 
Manibcn Patel and the Navajivan Trust with selecting the mate- 
rial for public.ation. 

In several instances, letters, enclosures and other documents 
referred to in the published correspondence are not to be found 
in these volumes. It is hoped that future fesearchers will be 
able to fill these gaps. 

The yardstick which the Sardar applied to public life and to 
political and socio-economic issues was forgotten or ignored by his 
successors with consequences which became apparent in the confused 
state of politics in the 1960s. India has again entered the most 
crucial period in the evolution of its polity. The stand taken by 
the Sardar on various issues and his vision of the road which India 
should take have acquired a new relevance. 
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£ach volume of the series contains an outline of the contents 
of the oilier nine volumes in the form of a summary of the main 
features. This should help rcsearchci-s ascertain at a glance wliat the 
whole series contains. The details of arrangements for selection and 
presentation of the correspondence were cxpl.nnetl in the Foreword 
to the irrsl volume, and are not therefore recapitulatetl here. 
Tlic feature “Focus on Sardar” giving the views of ManilK'ii Patel 
and the “Ghrcmology of Principal Events in Saniar's Lifi-’’ given 
in Volume I arc rctaHicd in this volume and will be reproduced 
in succeeding volumes. 

2, Tolstoy Lane 
New Delhi- 1 

Ddroa Das 



CHRONOLOGY OF PRINCIPAL EVENTS IN 
SARDAR’S LIFE 

1875 Born on 31 October at Nadiad, Kaira district, Gujarat. 
Fourth son of Jhavcrbhai Patel, a farmer of Karamsad in 
the same district, and Ladbai. Belonged to agricultural 
caste known as Leuva Patidar. Schooling up to English 
third standard at Karamsad. 

1891 English 4th and 5lh standards at Pctlad, a small town 
seven miles from Karamsad. Lived in a rented room with 
four or five other boys, with seven days’ ration. Walked 
from Karamsad to Petlad every week. 

1893 At the age of 18 married Jhaverba of Gana, a small village 
three miles from Karamsad. 

1897 Matriculated from a high school in N.adiad, Kaira district, 
at 22. 

1900 Passed District Pleaders’ Examination. Studied with books 
borrowed from friends. Set up independent practice at 
Godhra, headquarters of Panchmahals district, Gujarat. 
Contracted bubonic plague from a court nazir whom he 
nursed when an epidemic broke out in Godhra. 

1902 Shifted practice to Borsad, where he quickly made a name 
as a criminal lawyer. 

1903 Saved enough money to go to England to liecome a barrister, 
but postponed departure in deference to the wishes of his 
elder brother Vithalbhai, who came to know about his plan 
and wished to go first. Looked after his brother’s wife while 
he was away. 

1909 Wife Jhaverba died after an operation in Bombay. Received 
a telegram containing news of her ^death while arguing 
a murder case in Borsad, but continued case until hearing 
w.is completed. In spite of pressure from friends and rela- 
tions, refused to marry again. 

1910 Left for Enghand. Admitted to Middle Temple. 

1911 Passed preliminary examination with honours, standing 
first in Equity. Fell ill with a tropical disease unknown in 
Englaixd. Doctors wanted to amputate lus leg, but a German 



doctor mtcr\'cned and cured him through an operation 
which he underwent witJiout chloroform. 

1912 Took final examination i»fter sixth term instead of usual 12. 
Stood first in first class, winning a prize of £50 and exemption 
from two terms. Sailed for liulia the day after convocation. 

1913 Reached Bombay on 13 February. Refused post in Judi- 
cial Department as a lecturer in Government Law SchcKtl, 
Bombay, and IFfi for Alimed.ibad, where he established 
himself as foremost criminal lawyer. 

1915 Member, Gujarat Sabha, which was converted into Gujarat 
Provincial Congress Committee in 1010. 

1917 Elected mcmlicr of Ahmed.ibad Municipal Board. Election 
challenged and set aside. Stood in a by-election and W'as 
returned unopposed. M.ihatma Gandhi, president ol‘ the 
first Gujarat Prov incial Confi rence, appointed an executive 
committee with Patel as secretary. Impressed by Gandhi’s 
leadership of the agitation against the British indigo planters 
of Ghamparan, Bihar. 

Conducted agitation against begar (forced labour for Gov- 
ernment pur|>oses). Led agitation against the appointment 
of a British member of the Indian Civil Service as Munici- 
pal Commissioner and secured his removal. 

As Chairman of the Sanitary Conunitte.e of Ahmedabad, 
stayed on in city when most of the citizens went away during 
an epidemic of plague. T(K>k a leading role in helping 
sufFerers and enforcing precautionary mc'asurcs. 

1918 Organi.scd famine, relief works in Alimed.ibad district. 

Represented textile mill labour with Gandhi and Shank.'U'- 
lal Banker before a trilnmal appointed to hear a dispute 
between labour and rnillowners. 

Put up a temporary hospital in city willi gr.int from Muni- 
cipal Board to Gujarat .Sabha to combat .severe inriucnza 
epidemic. Organised no-tax campaign in Kaira district 
along with Gandhi. During campaign Gandhi said he was 
tcstitig Patel, adding later that Patel had turned out to 
be “pure gold.” Chairman, Sanitary Committee and Public 
Works Committee of .Mimcdabad Municipality. 

Helped Gandhi in recruitment drive for Britisli Indian 
Army. They used to walk together for miles and cooked 
their own food. 



[xii] 

1919 Chairman, Managing Committee, Ahmedabad Municipal 
Board. 

Organised movement against Rowlatt Bills designed to 
strangle movement for self-rule. Led big demonstration 
marcii in Ahmedabad on 6 April and addressed public 
meeting against bills. Sold publicly Gandhi’s proscribed 
book-s. Hind Swaraj and Sarvodaya, and published Satya- 
graha Patrika in Gujarati without official declaration or 
permission. Government took no action. 

Helped local authorities restore peace and order after large- 
scale disturbances leading to martial law in Ahmedabad 
after arrest of Gandhi. 

Served with a show-cause notice for cancellation of his 
sanad (permit to practise law) for participating in a pub- 
lic meeting advocating satyagraha. Case ended with a 
warning. Refused to pay fine imposed by Government as 
penalty for riots in city. Sofa attached and auctioned for 
Rs. 100. 

1920 Organised campaign of Congress Party in elections to 
Ahmedabad Municipal Board. Congress captured almost 
all elected seats. Discarded Western dress and adopted khadi 
dhoti, kurta and chappals. Burnt all his foreign clothes. 
Way of life also changed to traditional pattern in Gujarat. 
Organised a conference of political workers of Gujarat in 
Ahmedabad and persuaded it to adopt a resolution 
supporting Gandhi’s civil disobedience movement. 

In response to Gandhi’s call at Nagpur session of Congress 
to collect money for Tilak Swaraj Fund, promised to raise 
Rs. 1 million and enrol 300,000 party members in Guja- 
rat. Fulfilled these promises within three months. 

1921 Elected chairman of Reception Committee of 36th session 
of Congress held at Ahmedabad. Fot first time, delegates 
sat on floor and the session set new pattern in simplicity, 
austerity and businesslike proceedings. 

Built a hospital and maternity home on 21 acres of land 
along Sabarmati river at site of session. The fountain 
built at that time is still there. 

1922 Government of Bombay suspended Ahmedabad Munici- 
pality after a sharp tussle over supervision of municipal 
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schools. Organised schools under People’s Primary Edu* 
cation Board with public contributions. Municipality 
suspended. Collected Rs. 1 million for Gty’arat Vidyapitli 
in a tour which took him up to Rangoon. 

1923 All-India Congress Committee deputed him to conduct satya- 
graha at Nagpur in connection with British District Commis- 
sioner’s ban on Hying n.itional Hag in cantonment area. 

Resisted Bombjy Government’s levy of punitive tax on 
people of Borsad who were charged with liarbouring crimi- 
nals. Tax withdrawn. Called Suba of Borsad. 

1924 .\hmcd.ibad Municipality reinstated. Fresh elections gave 
Congress Party a decisive m.ijority in enlarged Mtmicipal 
Council. Elected President of mmiicipality. 

1924- Passed a resolution giving notice to Ahmedabad Canton- 

1927 merit to p.iy water tax from 1920 at rate of eight annas. If 
tax was not paid, threatened to Cut oH' water connection. 
Tax paid under protest. 

Introduced khadi uniform in munici|)ality. Municipal 
work w.is conducted in Gujarati after he became Presi- 
dent. His .scheme for supplying pure water pa.s.sed. 

Completed drainage scheme during term as President. 
Collected all aiTcars of municipal tax not paid by high 
officials, some well-to-do p;oplc and municipal councillors 
by cutting water connections and attacliing properties. 

1927 Unprecedented rainfall caused great daniage and hardship 
throughout Gujarat. Saved Ahnudabad from fU»ods by 
getting culverts brcachetl. Organised relief mea.suKS for 
flood sufferers with pulilic contribntion.s. Promoted grow- 
more food and fodder campaigns and ojicned sljops to sell 
high-quality gram, cereal and cotton seed for sowing at 
low cost to farmers. Received more lha. Rs. 10 million 
from Governnftint earmarked for famine relief. A new 
party emerged in Ahmedabad Municipality. Clashed with 
it over appointment of chief officer. 

1928 Resigned presidency. Led peasant agitation in Bardoli 
taluka, Surat district, against increase in land revenue 
rates. Bombay Government punished farmers for non- 
payment by confiscating and auctioning land, crops and 
other property. 
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As agitation continued unabated. Government agreed to 
restore all unsold confiscated land, release satyagrahis, 
reinstate dismissed village oificers and reduce land tax. 
Named Sardar of Bardoli and thereafter known as Sardar 
Patel. Presided over first local self-government conference 
in Surat. 

1929 Presided over Maharasiura Political Conference in Poona. 
Toured Maharashtra, mobilising public opinion against 
enhanced land taxes and untouchability. 

Presided over Kathiawar Political Conference at Morvi. 

Toured Madras Presidency at request of G. Rajagopala- 
chari. Presided over Tamil Nadu Political Conference at 
Vedaranyam. Reiterated support for Congress resolution 
of dominion status at conference against supporters of 
complete independence. Also visited Karnatak and Bihar. 

At Calcutta session of Congress advocated support to all- 
party committee headed by Motilal Nehru which recom- 
mended acceptance of dominion status as India’s political 
goal, provided demand was granted within two years. 
Motilal Neliru, Congress President, moved a resolution 
from chair congratulating Patel and peasants of Bardoli on 
victory over Britisli bureaucracy. Nominated in September 
as a candidate for presidency t>f Congress session at Lahore 
but withdrew in favour of Jawaiiarlal Nehru. 

1930 Arrested on 7 March while addressing a public meeting at 
Ras village, near Borsad, a few days after Gandhi announc- 
ed march to Dandi near Surat, to break salt law. Preceded 
marchers to arrange accommodation and food on way. 
Sentenced to three months’ imprisonment and a fine of 
Rs. 500 or three weeks’ additional imprisonment. Refused 
to pay fine and lodged in Sabarmati jail, .\hmedabad. 

Went on hunger-strike in jail, requesting G class diet in- 
stead of A class. Request granted.' Released on 26 June. 

Arrested when leading a procession in Bombay on 31 
July and sentenced to three months’ jail. Taken to Yeravda 
jail near Poona. On release, made a speech at Khadi Bhan- 
dar, for which he was arrested. Sentenced to nine months’ 
imprisonment in the second week of Dccemljer. 

1931 Released from jail in March under Gandhi-Irwin Pact. 
Presided over 46th Congress session at Karachi in last 
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week of March. Helped Gandhi in his discussions wiUi 
Viceroy (Lord Irwin) in Simla in last week of August on 
Congress participation in First Round Tabic Conference 
in London. 

1932 .\rrcstcd at 4 a.m. on 4 January’ and taken by car to Ycravda 
and imprisoned with Gandiii there for IG months. Motlrcr 
died at Karams.ad. 

1933 Transferred to *Nasik jail on 1 August. F.lde.r brother 
Vithalbhai died in Switzerland on 22 October. Rejected 
terms on which Government oiRned to release him on 
parole for two das's to j>crform funeral rites. 

1934 Developed serious nasal trouble in jail and released on 14 
July. Issued statement accepting Gandhi's decision to leave 
Congress on 24 September. Cungr<‘.ss tlecidctl at its annual 
session in Bombay in Oct<jI)cr to contest elections to 
Central Legislative .Assembly. l'iulejt»K>k tour of many 
p.vris of country campaigning for party candidates. British 
Government allowed Jinnah to go to Nctrth-West Frontier. 
Sardar also sought and obtained |)ermission to do so. But 
after going there was not allowed t«) visit Bannu district. 

1935 Organised relief work in Boisjul taluka where plague had 
broken out in four succ<‘ssive summers. Organised relief 
for victims of Qiielta eartlujuake from liombay, where 
he was laid low with jaundice. 

Sir Roger Lumley, Governor of Btjmbay, invited Sardar 
to a meeting and offered him premiership of Bombay 
Presidency, but added that land confiscated from farmers 
in Bardoli and sold would not l)c returned to owners. 
Sardar replied; “I am not going tc*, be premier and the 
land will Ije returned to the peasant.s.” 

President of Third Local Self-Government Conference at 
Broach. 

1936 Collected Rs. 49,000 f jr Harijan Fund in two days in 
February. Appointed Chairman of Congress Parliamentary 
Sub-Committee to select party candidates for provincial 
elections under Government of India Act, 1935. Guided 
Congfress Ministries after acceptance of office. 

1937 Involved in a controversy with K. F. Nariman, Prc.sidcnt 
of Bombay Pradesh Congress Committee, over selection of 
premier for Bombay Presidency. 
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1938 Involved in July in controversy on a constitutional issue 
with Dr. N. B. Kiiarc, Prime Minister of Central Provinces. 
KJiare accused Sardar of conspiring to oust him from office 
and resigned from Government and Congress. Efforts to 
impose central party discipline on provincial leaders earn* 
ed him title Dictator of India. Presided over Katliiawar 
Rajkiya Parishad. Narrowly escaped attempt to kill him. 
Visit to Mysore city resulted in Government of Mysore 
State agreeing to Hying of Gongres^ flag in its territory. 
Flew to Rajkot on 24 December for talks with Thakore 
Saheb of Rajkot, who signed agreement on release of 
prisoners in Rajkot State and offered Sardar a portfolio in 
his Council of Ministers. 

1939 Subhiis Chandra Bose defied Gandhi, Patel and other mem- 
bers of Working Committee and got elected President of 
Congress at Haripura session uncontested because Maulana 
Azad withdrew at last moment. 

Thakore Saheb of Rajkot broke agreement and satyagraha 
was renewed in State early in tlic year. 

Bose’s resolution for mass civil disobedience defeated at 
Tripura session in February. Bose described Sardar as 
“shining light of the ruling clique” and resigned presi- 
dency. 

Working Committee appointed a war sub-committee of 
three, including Vallabhbhai, in .August. VV’arncd provin- 
cial Congress organisations not to force a political crisis by 
hasty action. 

1940 Replied in a public speech at .\hmedabad in October to 
Sir Samuel Hoarc, Secretary of State for the Dominion.s, who 
had asked in House of Commons whether India was fit 
for independence. Sardar said: “If you lose the war, you 
will have lost everything, and even if you win, you will 
have suffered so heavily that your victory will be an empty 
one. At the end of the war, I declare no nation will remain 
subject to another. A great revolution is going to sweep 
the people cverytvhcrc. We shall see a new world emerge 
out of the fiery ordeal of this war.” .Arrested under Defence 
of India Act on 18 November for participating in satya- 
graha launched by Gandhi to press Britain for firm commit- 
ment on Indian independence. Imprisoned in Sabarmati 
jail and later transferred to Yeravda. 
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194J Released on 20 August from detention on ground of 
health. Condemned communal killing in Ahmedabad at 
first public meeting after release. Treated for acute intesti- 
nal disorder. 

19 f2 Participated in talks with Sir Stafford Gripps in New Delhi. 
Favoured acceptance of constitutional propoiuils put forward 
by Gripps provided they were modified to suit {xilitical 

conditions in India. 

• 

1942 Supported Q»nt India resolution at AICC mreiing in Itoinhay 
August on 8 August. Arrested at 4 a.rn. on 9 August under 
Defence of India Act. Detained without trial at Alimrd- 
nagar fort with other Working Gominiller nu iubers. 

1915 'rratisferred to Yeravda. Recurrence of intestinal liDuble, 
Released on 15 June. 

Went to Simla during political talks between Yiceruy (I.ord 
Wavell) and Indian leade.rs. 

Entrusted willi organising Congress f lection cainj>aign tor 
Central and provincial legislatures. 

Secured G. V. Mavalaiikai’s eh*ction as Speaker of lht‘ 
Central Legislative Assembly in December. 

19fb Issued call to Ministers in Cfuigress ( hneriiments to woik 
for eradication of untoudubility. 

Disapproved Dr, H. R. Arnbedkar's proj>os.tl for mass <(»n- 
V(‘rsioM ol members ot Scheduled Castes to othfn religions. 
If tlicy changed religion, tliey could not daim benefits as 
Harijans. 

Persuaded revolting men df Royal Indian Navy to (all off 
agitation in Eebruary as “tlic dawn of freedom is bn aking 
and the sun will rise in a few months.'’ 

If political issues between Britain and India could not be 
Sf)lved satisfactorily, India wouhl withdraw' from Brclton 
Woods Conference, Sardar said in a statement in March. 
Gondernned suggestion that sterling balancc.s should be sc ah d 
down. “Sterling credit is the economic foundation of India 
and this country’s future progress largely depends ui)on if.” 
Opposed Jinuah’s demand for Pakistan, saying: “It is a 
monstrous thing that a man can claim a different nationa- 
lity because he changes his religion,” Hindus and Muslims 
were al! basically Indians and thouglit as such. Congress 


S.C.-IIMI 
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could not accept the theory of Pakistan, happen what may. 
The two-nation theory would ruin all. 

Declared in an exclusive interview with the political cor- 
respondent of Reuter that India would be prepared to refer 
major political issues to an international body for arbi- 
tration. Britain could not stay in India indefinitely. “Hand 
over power either to the Congress or to the Muslim League 
and go out of India,” he said. 

Advised withdrawal of trial of leaders of Indian National 
Army in Delhi. 

Pleaded for fuller freedom to legislatures in Princely States 
and to Praja Mandals to select representatives to Constituent 
Assembly. 

Appealed to Sikhs not to boycott Constituent Assembly 
even though Cabinet Mission had not done them justice. 

Rejected possibility of a coalition between Muslim League 
and Congress. 

Joined Viceroy’s Executive Council as Home Member on 
3 September. Announced in Central Legislative Assembly 
that foreigners would be appointed to senior administra- 
tive posts only in exceptional cases. 

Accepted the principle of state control of industry, told 
Central Legislative Assembly that it was not desirable to 
go fast on nationalisation. 

.Spurned Jinnah’s proposal for an exchange of population. 
Urged Muslim League to join Constituent .Assembly and 
abandon its Pakistan policy. 

1947 Talks with British Government representatives on transfer 
of control of services from Secretary of State to Interim 
Government and compcimtion for British officials comple- 
ted. Statement on All India Radio’s language policy an- 
nouncing changes in existing practice. » 

Rejoinder to Jinnah: “Let an impartial tribunal decide the 
Pakistan issue, for Pakistan could be attained only on the 
basis of justice and understanding and not by force of arms.” 

Appealed to Muslim League to accept invitation to join talks 
and agree to arbitration by a “free power” in case of dis- 
agreement between League and Congress. 



Told Princes to play tliclr part in sliaping India’s destiny. 
Warned North-West Frontier Province Ministry lieadcd 
by Khan Abdul Qayum Khan that Centre would not submit 
to rowdyism and threats. 

Interim Government’s proposals on compensation to British 
officials accepted by Attlee Government. Demanded domi- 
nion status for India “at once” so that a strong Centre 
could deal firmfy with threats to law and order. Statement 
issued on outbreak of riots in Dera Ismail Khan and else- 
where in NWFP. 

Rulers of Dholpur, Nabha and Nawiinagar told Sardar in 
New Delhi of their decision to join Con.stituent Assembly. 

States Department created and entrusted to Sardar. Des- 
cribed Jinnah’s demand for a land corridor linking West 
Pakistan with the eastern wing as “fantastic nonsense.” 
Assured Princes that “internal autonomy” of their slates 
would be re.sj>ected. 

Patel Committee’s report on minorities submitted t»> Consti- 
tuent .\ssembly. Report recommended joint electorates, 
representation in Ministries at Centre and in states and 
other safeguards. 

Insisted on stationing .a brigade of Indian Army in Kathia- 
war to protect states acceding to Indian Union from ap- 
prehended attack from Junagadh. 

Persuaded Government to overrule Mounibatten and en- 
trust Indian .Army with operations against Nawal* cil' 
Junagadh. 

Pledged Government protection to .Muslims staying in 
India. Said forced conversions and marriages would not 
be recognised. 

Announced full agreement between India and Pakistan on 
all outstanding issues relating to partition, including divi- 
sion of armed forces. Said Kashmir had not l)e<-n referred 
to Inter- Dominion Partition Committee. Announced in 
Constituent Assembly firtancial settlement between India 
and Pakistan under which India would transfer Rs. 7r>0 
million to PakisUn as a “great gesture of g<K>dwill.” 

Addressed Orissa rulers in Cuttack. They agreed to merge 
their territories with Orissa province. 



Announced at public meeting in Jammu that “everything 
possible” would be done to save Kashmir, “and tliis assu- 
rance I am conveying on behalf of the Government 
of India.” Praised Sheikh Abdullah’s role in ensuring 
Kashmir’s accession to India. 

1948 Appealed to labour leaders of West Bengal to support 
popular Government. Warned Pakistan that if it wanted 
further division of the country, “let us do it in the open 
field.” Asked Indian Muslims: “In the recent all-India 
Muslim Conference, why did you not open your mouths 
on the Kashmir issue? Why did you not condemn the 
action of Pakistan? These things create doubts in the 
minds of the people.” 

Declared in a statement: “Cnlcss the Kashmir issue is 
settled, the financial pact between India and Pakistan can- 
not be implemented. . . . Let there Ik* no mistake that 
Kashmir belongs to India.” 

Declared at Patna that abolition of /.amindari witliout 
compensation would be nothing sliort of robbery. 

Appealed to Nizam of Hyderabad tf) respect his people’s 
wishes and accede to India. 

Inaugurating Raj.istlian Union, said that only by coming 
together could smaller states save themselves from anarchy 
and confusion. 

In message on formation of Vandliya Pradesh, said: “Unifica- 
tion and democratisation would 1)C purposeless if they 
did not bring about improvement in the lot of the people.” 
Warned Brilisii politicians and Press to halt propaganda 
against India. Blamed Churchill for India's partition and 
attendant disasters. 

Rejected compromise on Hyderabad. Acce.ssion and res- 
ponsible government were India's ^ minimum demands. 
Said in an eve of independence speech: “In free India there 
is no room for divided loyalties.” 

Informed Parliament that “action would be taken against 
Hyderabad for breach of the standstill agreement.” 

Congratulated Defence Services on their remarkable success 
in the “fKjlicc action” in Hyderabad. 

Indicted UN for mishandling Kashmir issue. “We accepted 
the UN Commission’s cease-fire proposals, but the other 
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party did not. Wc could pcrfornu the Kashmir operation 
without danger if only wc could free ourselves from our 
commitments/’ 

Referring to Pakistan and its anti*Indian propaganda, 
said: “I wonder whether they arc really afraid of us, or is 
this outburst merely an attempt to preserve tlicir unity?” 

Inaugurated Advisory Board of Central India States. Prais- 
ed Neliru’s lea<|ership on his bOth birtliday, saying: “Pandit 
Nehru has led the country through the crisis and has by 
his great leadership enhanced the prestige of India. We 
want our leader to remain at the helm for many years.” 

1949 Announced merger of five Prima ry States of R.ijputana 

Bikaner, Jaipm, faisalmer, Jodhpur and I'daipur to 
form Rajasihan I'nion and hailed it as a monumtuus deve- 
li)[)int*nt. 

Advised M diara ja oi liaroda l(» nu rgf* his State will) Bombay. 

Challenged eonleiilion of Nawab of Hhopiil that para* 
mounlcy had lapsed with Briiisli withdrawal lioin India. 
^Varned Conununisls that if they eonliiuuai to oppose 
Government and create danger they would be dealt with 
sevcrtdy. 

Opposed demand for linguistic: stales because consolidation 
of country must precede revision of boundaries. 

Appealed to members of Rashtriya Swayam Sevak Sangli 
to join Congress. 

.\dvised South Indians to l<‘arn Hindi. 

Appealed for puldic contributions to rel>uiid Soinnath 
temple in Junagadh, 

Announced in Hyderabad lliat i (‘.sponsible government 
would 1)C introduced in former Nizam's State only after 
normalcy was restored. 

W'^arned Master Tara Singh in a speech at Amritsar that 
he was following suicidal pedicics. 

Advised RSS to concentrate on regenerating Hindu society 
through constitutional and constructive methods. 

Inaugurated Rajasthan State in Jaipur. 

Announced take-over of administration of Bhopal State 
by Centre and congratulated Nawab on bis understanding 
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and self-sacrificc. Declared that welfare of Muslims would 
be prime concern of State’s new administration. 

At a public meeting at Indore, warned Congfress politicians 
in newly formed states unions that he would dissolve minis- 
tries and administer unions centrally if they did not stop 
their petty squabbles and tussles for power. 

Told All-India Depressed Classes Leagues Confederation: 
“India’s independence will not be completed until every 
Harijan claims, and actually gets, equality of status.’’ 

Moving consideration of report of Advisory Committee 
on Minorities in Constituent Assembly, said: “Minority 
concessions, though not good in themselves, have to be 
treated as purely temporary. Minorities should voluntarily 
agree to abolition of reservations for them in services and 
legislatures.’’ 

Supported grant of privy purses to princes in return for 
accession to Indian Union. 

1950 Warned Pakistan against pushing Hindus out of eastern 
wing. 

Defended in Parliament use of preventive detention to fight 
terrorism and violence. 

Gave details of democratic set-up for Delhi Union Territory. 

Appealed at public meeting in Calcutta for fair trial to 
Nchru-Liaquat Pact on minorities. 

Told public meeting at Indore that Congress “is fully 
behind Nehru.’’ Called for revolution in system of educa- 
tion in address to Gujarat Vidyapith. 

Opened newly constructed building of Navajivan Trust, 
Ahmedabad. Purse of Rs. 1.5 million presented on behalf 
of Gujarat on his 75th birthday, which he immediately 
handed over to President of the Provincial Congress 
Committee, 

Declared that accepting aid from United States did not 
mean alignment with any power bloc. UNO should be 
strengthened. 

Deplored Chine.se intervention in Tibet and use of force 
against Tibetans. 

Fell ill on 15 November. Taken to Bombay on Tuesday, 
12 December. Died on Friday morning, 15 December, 



FOCUS ON SARDAR 


An illuminating picture of Sardar PatcFs acti\ities and style 
of work was provided by his daughter Maniben. ^\"hat foll(»ws 
are extracts from the^ information and views given by her to 
Trevor Drieberg and the Editor in New Delhi. 

The Sardar was a man of few words. He wrote very little; 
he hardly kept any record of his public or party work, lie des- 
troyed letters addressed to him after reading them and replied by 
hand, not keeping copies. But after he wms appointed Chairman 
of the Congress Parliamentary Board in 19!M, files relating to its 
transactions were kept. 

When the Sardar fell ill towards llie end of the Bardoli satya- 
gralia in 192fi, it was suggested that somebody should give him 
secretarial help. I said: ‘'If someone is to be kept, whv not I?** 
From lyjy until hisdeatfi, I preserved bis correspondence wlienever 
possible. Once, when K. Oopalaswami. |)olitit'al commentator of 
the Times of India, visiud him in his fiat on Marine Drive, Bom- 
bay, the Sardar called for a letter he had rccei\'ed from C. Raja- 
gopalacliari, forgetting tliat lie had torn it up and thrown it in the 
waslepapcr basket. Fortunately, 1 had collected the pieces. It 
took me some time to jiaste them together before passing it (»n to 
him. This happened before the Interim Government was formed. 

The Sardar travelled seeond-class liy railway liefore he became 
a Minister. I would spread his bedding at rriglrt and retire to a 
third-class compartment. But from 19'H, when there was much 
correspondence to attend to even on train journeys and people 
came to sec him at stations, 1 kept company with him in his 
second-class compartment. I used to make copies of important 
letters he wrote in hand, but he would question tliis, asking why 
I was taking such troBl)leand w^asting time. I al.s<» kept newspaper 
clippings of important events with which he wms associated. 

The Sardar read several newspapers and listened to radio 
news bulletins regularly. This enabled him to keep al)rcast oi deve- 
lopments throughout the country. He also talked to people to get 
information to supplement other sources. 

After 1945, the secretarial functions of the Congress Parlia- 
mentary Board were undertaken mainly by Sliantilal Shah. "Fhe 
Sardar was undergoing treatment for intestinal trouble at the 
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Nature Cure Clinic, Poona, when he sent for Shantilal Shah from 
Bombay. Shah, a Congress Socialist, hesitated at first because he 
did not know what was in store for him. But B. G. Klier (Premier 
of Bombay) advised him to take up the work. The Sardar told 
Shah he wanted him to act as his Secretary at the Parliamentary 
Board oflice located at the headquarters of the Bombay Pradesh 
Congress Committee. 

Tlic Sardar was a very shrewd judge ()f character. When he 
met a person for the first time he looked him up and down, and the 
assessment he made in that process rarely went wrong. 

Once wlien Mathuradas Trikamji, Mayor of Bombay, asked 
what kind of men he kept round him, the Sardar replied that liis 
was a “juggler’s basket.” He kept all kinds of people for tlic 
singl(! aim of winning India’s freedom. lie used difl'crent people 
for ddferent purposes. He was fully aware of their weaknesses and 
drawbacks but exploited their useful qualities. 

Tlie Sardar learnt punctuality in his vouth when lie had to 
do everything for himself. Tliis experience taught liim to save time 
by doing things according to schedule. This gave him selt-reliancc 
and at the same time an appreciation of the difficulties other people 
encountered. He walked on business errands rather than use trans- 
port. This habit served him well in London when he was attending 
tlie Inns of Court. He used to walk from his lodgings to the law 
library, a distance of several miles daily. He could not afl'ord to 
buy books for study, and was at the library when the librarian 
opened it and left at closing time every evening. 

riic! visit to England fulfilled two of my father’s ambitions. 
He wanted to .see the country from which people had come to 
conquer India and to qualify as a barrister. He had seen how even 
mediocre lawyers had been able to build up a large practice because 
they had been to London to study for the Bar, On his return to 
Ahmcclabad, he established himself as the city’s leading criminal 
lawyer. 

Wlicn he was a district pleader at Borsad in the early 1900 s, 
there was a Britisli magistrate who kept a mirror in his court to 
study the faces of witnesses. Tliis made witnesses nervous and the 
magistrate drew conclusions from their behaviour about their truth- 
fulness. The Sardar thought of a plan to make the officer behave. 
He demanded transfer to the district court of a case in which he 
was appearing before the magistrate. The Sardar presented him with 
a scaled letter. The magistrate opened the letter and saw his name 



[xxv] 

heading the list of witnesses for the defence. He called the Sardar 
to his chamber for a talk. The accused was acquitted and the 
magistrate stopped using the mirror, conceding that he had no right 
to do so. This incident illustrates a facet of my father's character. 
He had no fear of the British magistracy or administrators. 

The Sardar was a man of regular habits and disliked armchair 
politicians. He read about Gandhiji's action ii» Ghamparan and 
w.as impressed by his hiethods of organising peasants n> resist ex- 
ploitation and oppression. Mahatma Gandhi was preoeeu|)ied 
with the agitation in Bihar and wanted somelxuly who would 
give up everything and devote all his time to the saiyagraha 
cam])aign in Kaira district org.inised as a protest against exces- 
sive land revenue. My fattier volunteered his services, and they 
were accepted. 

Until that time the Sartlar wore lairojie.ui dress. He w.is so 
fastidious tliat finding no good l.umdry in .Mmiedabad he got his 
stiff eollais washed in Bomliay. 

From early youtli, tin- Sard u developed tin- cjualilii s of h a- 
dership and discipline-. In laK-r life, these- <|nalitics we-ie- to he-lp 
him in organising large groujis of people (or action. Until the 
Bardoli movement, he was hardly ktniwn outside Gnjaiat. M<- did 
not go out of Gujarat until (fandhiji's sente-rire eif iinprisoninrnt 
for six years in 1922, wln-n In- went on a fnnd-iaising mission for 
the Gujarat Vidyapith as far east as Rangoon. 

f()r years in Gnjiirat, wln-in-ver (fandhiji addressed a public 
meeting the Sardar did not speak at it and later, when the Satdar 
spoke, other Congress lt-ad< rs did not speak. This is an illustration 
of the discipline observed by Congre-ssnicn at tin- time. Tin- leader 
spoke for them and the others .showed their loyalty by action. 

When Gandhiji started the swadeshi movement and burning 
of foreign clothes, the Sardar burnt all his Kuropean t lollies, socks 
and hats. He never wore any type of headgeai, even a khadi cap, 
after he cast aside hiS black Bangiori cap. From then, he always 
wore diioti and kurta and a chaddar on his shoulder, .tdding only 
a warm jacket in winter. 

The satyagraha in Borsad taluka, Kaira district, lasted a 
month. The provincial Government liad levied a punitive tax of 
eight annas — a large sum at that time — per person on all the 
inhabitants for the maintenance of tiic preventive police. Flven 
children were taxed. The campaign succeeded and in ibis satya- 
graha he gained the title Suba of Borsad. 
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Another sphere in which the Sardar helped to raise the 
morale of the people of the area was connected with the activities 
of dacoits. People dared not leave their houses after 6 p.m. for fear 
of dacoits who infested the area. They appealed to the Sardar 
for help. He agreed, provided they did not allow their houses 
to be used for keeping stolen property. 

In the Bardoli satyagraha, there was one organiser for every 
big village. The Sardar set out at noon frorti his headquarters and 
returned at midnight after visiting many villages. There was only 
one car, so all the other organisers journeyed on foot or by train or 
cart. The peasants accepted the Sardar as their unquestioned 
leader. Every morning, he received written reports from each 
village through volunteer messengers. The title Sardar of Bardoli 
was conferred on him by a party worker at a public meeting. It 
gained nationwide currency when Gandhiji started referring to 
him in this manner. 

As head of .\hmedabad Municipality, the Sardar looked far 
ahead of immediate civic needs and planned accordingly, unlike 
some of his successors who made changes looking to short-term 
gains. 

His qualities of leadership were recognised when he organised 
relief measures during the floods that hit Gujarat in 1927. He went 
round .Mimedab.id city with the chief engineer and ordered a cul- 
vert to be broken to let the flood waters flow into the SaV^armati 
river. This saved the city from total inundation. He also persuad- 
ed the Bombay Government to provide more than a crorc of rupees 
for relief to the flood victims. He sent help to the Collector 
of Kaira when the district was cut off from the rest of Gujarat. 
Only the Collector’s bungalow, which stood on a mound, was 
safe, and all the townfolk had gathered there for safety. The 
Sardar’s men brought food and other necessities. 

The Sardar went to Calcutta for the Congress session over 
which Motilal Nehru presided. Even though his name had become 
a household word as the hero of Bardoli liis physical appear- 
ance was not known. The volunteers of the Congress failed to 
identify him and since he did not carry a ticket he was not admit- 
ted to the pandal. The next day he carried his membership card 
and the volunteers were surprised when they found people shout- 
ing for the darshan of the Sardar of Bardoli and that the hero was 
the person the volunteers had kept out the previous day. 

The Sardar was favoured by the Provincial Congress Commit- 
tees as the next party president, but Motilal Nehru wrote to 
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Gandhiji asking that Jawaharlal should succeed him. Molilal 
wanted to see his son Congress chief l>eforc he died. My father 
agreed with Bapu (Gandhiji) that Moiilalji’s wish be fultilied. 

It was usual for the Congress President to attend annual ses- 
sions with large retinues. The Sardar went to the Karachi session 
in 1931 with only me and an aide, thus cutting drastically the 
expenses of the reception committee. 

The outlook of th^ Sardar and of Neliru was vastly diffeient. 
They agreed to differ, but at the same lime worked logr ihcr for the 
common cause of India’s freedom. The influence of Mridula 
Sarabhai and Rail Ahmad Kidwai on Nehru was to a large extent 
responsible for the rift between my father and Jawaharlal. 

The Sardar became the party l>oss from th(‘ time he became 
head of the Parlianu ntary Board. He was also the party’s main 
fund-raiser. The Cimgress High Command, of which he w.is the 
mainspring, functiomul as a moral j^rop for the Chief Ministers 
against the adminisirali vc machine dirt eled I)y the British. 

I used to sh*i p by the te]<‘phc»nc to take calls that cam<‘ at odd 
hours of the night so tliat the Saidar*s sleep w;is not distiiilx'd. I 
took down messages and p.issed them on to him the next m(»in- 
ing. One sucli call came at iihdnight from Biswanaih Das, then 
Premier of Orissa. He liad dcaided to resign o\er the ehoi( a* of a 
provincial ofTicial to act as Governor. I'he Sard.ii hacked him 
and the \"ict‘roy yielded. 

I may recall a meeting the Sardar had with Bonjl)ay fiovernor 
Lurnley in 1937 at Lurnley's rr(|uest. It lasted aiiont an hour. 
Lumley told tin: Sardar that he would l>e Premier of Boinliay, but 
llic hinds confiscated from the peasants of Fhudoli would never 
be returned. The Sardar replied: ’“'Note it down that I arn not 
going to l>c Premier, and also that the lands will be k turned to 
the peasants.” 

The Sardar look many unpopular decisions in party and 
Government matters, but his decisions were accc |>trd Ijrcaiise he 
had no axe to grind. He was not amenable to threats (ji lilai krnail. 
He had no property of liis own and he was above extraneous 
considerations. He had nothing in lose, had no amliition and no 
desire to cling to office. 

Once in Ycravda jail, Gandhiji asked in good humour wliat 
post he would like to liold after Independence. I1ie Sardar replied 
he would become a sadhu. In 1947), wlien it had been decided to 
replace Azad as Congress President, the Sardar got the largest 
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share of votes in the Working Committee. But Kripalani, one of 
the candidates, withdrew in favour of Nehru and handed a paper 
to the Sardar to withdraw his nomination as well so that Nehru 
could be elected unopposed, 

Gandhiji, to whom this matter was referred, told Nehru: “I 
don’t want to make you a prop of mine if people don’t w^ant you,” 
Nehru kept silent and was selected President. Gandhiji supported 
Nehru’s choice as Prime Minister because lie was well know'n 
outside India. He compared the Sardar and Nehru to two bul- 
locks yoked to a cart. He felt that if Nehru was made Prime 
Minister he would be [irevcnted from “making mischief” in the 
country. 

When the Sardar became Home Member and later on Deputy 
Prime Minister, anybody could call on him during his morning walk 
from l/iO to b.!iO. He was a fast walker and few could keep pace with 
him. riiey Ujld him wliat they wanted and then they would drop 
out wlieii the dialogue was over. He gave lirief answers and listen- 
ed mostly. For parly workers and others this was an opportunity 
for opening their hearts to him. At the end of an hour’s listening, 
th(* Sardar would probably reply in a couple of words. He ar- 
ranged assistance for even the humblest party worker who needed 
it. He provided liospitalisation if necessary. After his illness in 
March 1918 his medical advisers stopped morning walks complete- 
ly and restricted his interviews. 

In 1911, he was afflicted with severe intestinal trouble. He 
woke around 3.30 every morning because of pain in the bowels. 
He spent an hour in the toilet before setting out on his morning 
w'alk. He had a cup of lea and breakfast, which consisted of a 
piece of toast and apple juice. In these early morning hours, 
before going for a walk, I did my quota of spinning. When he 
assumed office his Private Secretary V. Shankar came in with 
office files after breakiast. The Sardar looked through the morning 
newspapers carefully and rarely missed any significant news. He 
gave oral instructions to Shankar. As beft^re, he would write as 
little as possible. When in good health, he left home around 9.30 
for the Home Ministry, returned for lunch and after a nap of 15 
minutes went to the Information and Broadcasting Ministry. 

I looked after the Sardar's Gujarati correspondence while 
Shankar attended to that in English. I passed on some of the 
correspondence in Hindi to Shankar. Morarji Desai had re- 
commended Shankar as Private Secretary. The Sardar invited 
him to lunch to look him over before selecting him for the post. 
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The Partition Committee set up under llie Mounthatlen 
Plan and consisting of as many as 30 to 40 officers, would come 
to the Sardar’s house and stay up to lunch receiving instructions 
from him. Its members had to report l>ack to him in the evening. 
Every order he issued had to be executed within 24 hours. 
He rang up Premiers at night when he had a particular issue to 
discuss with them. He was against wasting money on telephone 
calls on matters tliJ^t were not urgent. 1 kej)i a diary of all 
private trunk calls, for which Sardar paid out of his own pocket. 

I recall anotlier instance, of his method of work. 4'heie was 
a crisis in the jute industry. Fhe Sardar phoned ('. C*. Desai, 
Commerce Secretary, and M. P. Birhi, ('hairrnan of the Indian 
Jute Manufacturers’ Association, Calcutta, and others every 
night to clieck on developments. Slinil.uK, at the time ot tlie 
Bombay riots and disturl)anccs elsevvheie, he made phone calls 
at night to lind out what was happt'iiing. Ih* made calls to 
Punjab and Bengal and UP at the lime of the partition troubles. 

The Sardar was not impolite or arrogant in his dc^alings 
with people. He replied promptly to coi r espondeiu e*. He read 
all the letters addressed to him personally and generally i(»ld the 
officer concerned how lie should rc|)Iy. He ne\er signed letters 
or any other document blindly. VVlien he* was neU liilly satis- 
fied with a draft, he would change* it himsell or ask llu‘ oflie rr 
concerned to redraft it. He liked precision and (oneiseness 
in letters. He would say that this was “not a jilace* lor essays” 
or for exhibiting one’s command of English. 

Mountbatten recognised the Sardar’s gr'atiu'ss. I was the 
only other person present when tlie Sardar had a talk with Ba|)u 
between 4 and 5 p.ni. on the day of his assassination. B.i|)U 
had decided to release the Sardar from the* Mijjistiy at the 
latter’s instance, but Mountbatten strongly e>p[)osed this he*raiise 
he felt that the Sardar ‘‘had his ferei on the ground while Nehru 
had his in the clejujls.” He teild (iandhiji lli. t he* (e>uld not 
release the Sardar. Ganclliiji agreed and witlidre w his decisiem. 

It was agreed at the con\ersati<m on January 3f) afieMie>e>n 
that Gandhiji, Nehru and the Sardar .she>uld sit loge tlua and 
iron out their differences. But this meeting was never held. 
The Sardar was greatly upset by thc^ slander carnjiaign against 
him at that time in certain Congress and Government circles. 
He was worried at heart that Gandhiji had to clele-nd him conti- 
nually against these slanders. 



Previously, when Nehru lived at York Road and the Sardar 
just across on Aurangzeb Road, they used to meet every day, even 
though for a few minutes. Nehru would sometimes drop in after 
lunch, or in the evening or at night after dinner. They walked 
together and discussed matters. The Sardar would walk with 
Nehru up to the gate of the latter’s house on York Road and sec 
him off there or they would return together to Aurangzeb Road. 

These daily meetings and talks cleared misunderstandings, 
but this dialogue became very difficult after Nehru moved to 
the house of the former Commander-in-Chief on Teen Murti 
Marg. If he liad not moved there on Mountbatten’s advice, much 
of their later differences might never have developed. Because 
of his illness, tlie Sardar was not able to go to Nehru’s house 
frequently. 

When there were party matters to be attended to, the 
Sardar requested the A ICC General Secretary to call at his 
house for instructions. The Working Committee met at the 
Sardar’s residence since there was no good AICC office build- 
ing at that time in Delhi. The provincial Premiers constantly 
sought his guidance, and he was a great help to them in their 
encounters with members of the bureaucracy or party dissidents. 

The administrations of the new states formed after inte- 
gration lacked capable men to guide them. But in those areas 
where parly members had carried out construciivc work under 
the Sardar's direction before independence, such men were avail- 
able. This was so in Kathiawar and Gujarat. Elsewhere in the 
country, party workers in the former states had only indulged in 
agitation and there was no solid foundation for their work. 

The Sardar did not aspire to prime ministership or any 
other high office. He once said that if India had won Swaraj 
ten years earlier he would have solved the food problem as he 
had solved that of the states. He added: “But I have not the 
strength to do so now.” He considered food the country’s most 
important problem after consolidation. He was essentially a 
man of action, averse to writing. His philosophy of life may be 
summed up in the words: “Why not create history rather than 
waste time writing it?” 


Maniben Patel 
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HIGHLIGHTS— VOLUMES MI AND IV-K 

VoL, I: New Light on Kashmir 

This absorbing inside story of the events leading up to In- 
dependence and continuing subsequently till Sardar Patel's death 
in 1950 has not been 4old before. It contains the basic raw mate- 
rial for the research scholar and the historian. The corresi>on- 
dcnce published in this scries opens with the efforts of Maharaja 
Hari Singh and his counsellors in Srinagar to sluiie up the feudal 
structure in Jammu and Kaslunir by denial of democratic rights. 

The Maharaja unleashed a campaign of repression against the 
National Gonlerencc, the political mouthpiece of the stale peoj)le, 
arrested Sheikh Mohammed Abdullah, its chief, and charged him 
with sedition. Jawaharlal Nehru enleied Kashmir in defiance of 
the state Government’s ban and cemrted arrest. 

The Maharaja, finding that his hands were forced liy the 
invasion of the state from Pakistan by armed “raiders,'’ opted lor 
India and, after signing the instrument of accession, agreed to 
the formation of a popular government under Sheikh Abdullah. 
The Maharaja and the Sheikh wtic soon at loggerheads. Tlje 
Maharaja, under relentless pressure from New Dcllii, surrendered 
power and placed liim.self in the hands of ilic Sardar, who, as the 
correspondence reveals, played a crucial role in the negcaiations 
which led ultimately to the withdrawal of the Maharaja from the 
state and the succession of his lieir, Yuvraj Karan Singh, as regent 
and finally as constitutional head of the state. 

Patel also pointed out how India's rase on Kashmir before 
the United Nations Security Council should have been effectively 
presented. The exchange of letters lietwecn liim and the Slieikli 
foreshadows the strong differences on approach to the Kashmir 
problem which ultimately led to the Sheikh’s removal from the 
prime ministership ot the state in 1953, Abdullah went his own 
way, heedless of Patel's restraining influence. 

VoL. II: Elections to Central & Provinciai. 

Legislatures — Direction of CoNCiREss Campakjn 

Soon after the Congress leaders were released from detention 
in 1944, negotiations opened with the representatives of the 
British Raj in New Delhi and the leaders of otlicr Indian 

S.C.-III-III 
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political parties, notably the Muslim League, on new constitutional 
arrangements to suit the change in the political climate brought 
about by World W’ar II and to satisfy the aspirations of the Indian 
people for freedom. 

Patel’s guiding hand was evident in these negotiations as well 
as in the direction and management of the Congress campaign for 
the elections to the Central and provincial legislatures under the 
Government of India Act of 1935. These elections, based on commu- 
nal electorates with a restricted iranchise, were an acid test 
of the Congress claim to represent the Indian people and to be 
the recipient of power on their behalf when the British relin- 
quished their authority. The Muslim League, through Mohammed 
Ali Jinnah, contested this claim, asserting that it was the sole 
champion of the Muslim “nation” which aspired to a separate 
existence on the advent of independence. 

Patel’s role as chief of staff of the Congress High Command, 
indcfatigably marshalling manpower and finances and selection of 
suitable candidates for the big electoral battle, comes out strikingly 
in the correspondence in this volume. 

Voi.. IV: Transfer of Power — Communai, Holocaust and 
Partition — Administration and Stability 

The political deadlock dragged on from 1946 to 1947. All 
efforts of the Congress to avert partition failed as the League, insti- 
gated by sympathisers in the top echelons of the British bureau- 
cracy in India and Britain, stuck out for Pakistan. Finally, the 
Congress capitulated under heavy pressure and the twin states 
of secular, democratic India and Islamic, autocratic Pakistan 
were born, with Governor-General Mountbatten playing the role 
of midwife. 

Partition and transfer of power were accompanied by the tra- 
gedy and turmoil of wholesale uprooting of populations, mass 
murder and looting and other acts of barbarity. The entire socio- 
economic structure of the affected provinces’ seemed on the verge 
of collapse. How the problem of restoring peace and sanity and 
resettling the uprooted and dispossessed victims of the trauma of 
partition was handled, primarily by Patel, with courage and firm- 
ness, is revealed in the correspondence. 

While the Attlee Government in London and Mountbatten 
in New Delhi appeared to play fair by the Congress and the 
Indian people, British administrators continued to play piolitics 
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at the lower levels and were instrumental in pusiiing Pakistan into 
a military adventure in Kastimir as part of tlieir game to weaken 
India economically and politically. The Muslim League, which 
had grabbed power in Pakistan, eagerly collaborati'd in this game. 

VoL. V: Control over Congress Ministries — 

Indian States’ Accession 

Creating conditions for stable government and maintaining 
law and order in the old provinces of British India after the dis- 
ruption of partition was a major problem which was Patel’s prime 
responsibility as Minister of Home /Ml'airs. Relations Innween gover- 
nors and chief ministers had to be redelined in tlic changed poli- 
tical context, and the Sard.ir was often called upon to mediate 
in disputes resulting from conflicting interpretations of rules and 
practices by those in authority. 

Problems also arose from the emergence of factionalism in 
the provincial Congress organisations, and the S.irdar had to 
exert his authority to prevent them from tracking up in the heat 
of local prwer struggles. The most notable instance was in 
Madras, where two rival factions were engaged in a bitter struggle 
which resulted in the ouster of Chief Minister T. Prakasam. 

Rehabilitation of Hindu and Sikh refugees from West Paki- 
stan was the key problem encountered in Last Pnnj.tl), together 
with the intransigence ol .Master Tara Singh and the Akali Dal. 
In .\ssam, large-scale inliltration of .Muslims i icated diffn ulties 
for the provincial administration in the wake o( the loss of 
Sylhet district t.) Pakistan, riie iticlnsion of the tribal bill tra« ts 
in the jirovince also presented dillirnlti' S as the hillsmen, ethnic ally 
and eultiirally different from the dwellers in the Biahmapntra 
Valley, wanted a separate identity. In the interests of naliemal 
security in a sensitive region, they we-rc’ bronglil together nnde-r 
one administration. 

Bringing the conglomeration of princely states within the 
ambit of the new integrated nalie)n-stalc tin Cemgiess leaders 
envisaged after freedom als') jiresented many |)roblems, the 
solution of which rested on Patel's shoulders as Minister of States. 

VoL. VI: Patel-Nehru Differences -.\s.sassination of Gandhi - 
Serv'ices Reorgani.sed — Rei-ugef. Rehabilitation 

Sardar Patel andjawaharlal Nehru came to the brink of relin- 
quishing office in each other’s favour over difTerenccs, first, arising 
out of communal disturbances in Ajmer-Merwara and later 
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snowballing into serious conflict over the deflnition of the functions 
of the Prime Minister in relation to his colleagues and the 
preparation of memoranda by both for presentation to Gandhi for 
his adjudication. The assassination of Gandhi at this crucial period 
acted, however, as a cementing bond between them. The Rash- 
triya Swayamsevak Sangh and similar organisations were banned. 

C. Rajagopalachari was brought to the Centre as Governor- 
General in succession to Mountbatten. Restoring popular confi- 
dence after the Gandhi murder and curbing* the extremist elements 
responsible for it without at the same time causing civil strife was 
the responsibility of Patel. The correspondence between Nehru 
and Patel on this subject reveals the different styles with which 
they functioned. Throughout the year, the influx of fresh waves 
of refugees and their rehabilitation continued to be a major pre- 
occupation of the government, and it was Patel’s lot to co-ordi- 
nate these tasks. 

The difficulties encountered in providing cohesive and effec- 
tive administrations in the provinces called for firm directives from 
Patel. In the United Provinces, the major conflict was between the 
veteran Congress leader Purushottamdas Tandon and Premier 
Pant and their political adversary Rafi Ahmed Kidwai. This was 
represented in the press as a struggle between supporters of Patel 
and Nehru and a reflection of a power tussle at a higher level. 
Sharp differences arose in Assam between Governor Akbar 
Hydari and Chief Minister Gopinath Bardoloi, while Communist 
activities bcciime a cause of worry in this province and in neigh- 
bouring West Bengal. 

VoL. VII: Integratlng Indian States — Police 
Action in Hyderabad 

The year 1948 was significant for the introduction of 
responsible government in many princely states, and also for the 
attempts of some princes to block this process. Integration talks were 
launched and new groupings of states came into existence with 
popular ministers to run them. Not long after their induction, 
Patel was called upon to deal with the squabbles within these 
governments as well as between them and the princely heads of 
the new unions. 

The papers relating to the States of Hyderabad and Junagadh 
liave been brought together, for their case stands apart from that of 
the other states which voluntarily merged in the Indian Union 
as a result of the patriotic impulse of their rulers, who read the 
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signs of the times. While the ruler of Juiiagadh fled to Pakistan, 
the Nizam dreamt of carving out an independent state in the 
belly of the Indian Union. 

With this end in view, the Nizam’s agents went on an arms 
buying spree in Europe and organised bands of thugs to terrorise 
the predominantly Hindu population of his State. Secret negotia- 
tions were also started w'ith the British for the addition of Bastar 
State to his domain and the retrocession of Borar, which had l>ecn 
incorporated in the Central Provinces. Advances were made to 
the Portuguese Government about providing access to Hyderabad 
through ^a to the Arabian Sea. 

Here, as in other instances of princely opposition to joining 
India, the undercover manocuvrings of British officials and poli- 
ticians, keen on seeing India weak and divided aft<‘r independence, 
played an important part in stiffening the resistance <if the Ni/.am 
and the feudal clique wliich supported him. .\fler vain attempts 
to persuade the Nizam to agree peaeeal)ly t<> joining the Indian 
Union, as the vast majority f>f his snhj<'Cts demanded. tl>e Indian 
Government organised a “police action” to effect the merger. 1 he 
story ends with the Nizam’s surrender and expression of complete 
confidence in Sardar Patel's political sagacity. 


Voi.. VIII: FoREUi.N Poi.iGY i.N- i:vot.uTK)N---(:oNSTiit;rio.N- 
M.\KlNCt — Poi.ITICAI. AND ADMINISTRATIVE PrOBI.EMS 

The future of India’s relations with the Commonwealth of 
Nations, tics with Nepal, recognition of Communist China and 
disputes with Pakistan over canal waters, ill-tre itment ol mmoMties 
in Pakistan and evacuee properly w-ere imi>ortant matters ol 
foreign policy in which the Sardar made a significant coi.tn- 
btition. The main task the Sardar undcrttK>k was to merge Uic 
Unions of Princely States with the adjoining st.otes of the Indian 
Union, thus creating a bigger territorial unit than existed under 
the British or any former Raj. 

Internally, differences aro.se over whether the first Prt-sident of 
the Indian Republic should be C. Rajagopalachari or Dr. Rajenti.a 
Prasad. Nehru and Patel trx^k difTercU attitudes to mass agUa «•>«> 
by the Akalis in East Punjab. The Hindu Co e i "''S 
issue on which eminent Congress leaders differed roni le M' 

ment’s view. 

The sentence of death was passed on 12 ^ , 

ram Gate, the principal accuKd in the Gandln murder can-, and 
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Patel overruled pleas for clemency. As Minister of Informatiosa 
and Broadcasting, he laid down a pnalicy on the use of Hindi 
for the guidance of All India Radio. 

VoL. IX: Political Controversies — Refugees from East 

Bengal — ^Territorial Integration of Princely States 

Factionalism continued to cause administrative snarls in the 
states and provinces and to this were added ^charges of corruption 
and abuse of power against those in authority. Tlie Sardar was 
deeply involved in trying to keep peace among the warring factions 
and weeding out the corrupt. A controversy erupted in West 
Bengal over the relative status of Bengali and Hindi for official 
purposes, and a movement for Greater Bengal, including East 
Pakistan, raised its head in the province. 

Friction within the Madras Ministry was sharpened by popu- 
lar demands lor a separate Andhra Pradesh. Factions within the 
Punjab Congress came to be identified with Nehru and Patel. 
In Hyderabad, the Communists as well as communalists became 
active and caused anxiety to the State administration. The 
Communist-supported uprising of the peasants of Telangana, who 
employed force to dispossess the landlords and divide up their 
property, led to military operations against them. 

Communal riots broke out in West Bengal as more refugees 
streamed in from East Pakistan with stories of atrocities perpetra- 
ted on the Hindu minority there. The Congress party split in 
Andhra Pradesh at the same time as the Communist swung into 
action in the region. Master Tara Singh strove hard to stir up 
communal feeling in the Punjab. 

Nehru visited the United States. Patel, the Deputy Prime 
Minister, filled in for him. His confidential fortnightly letter 
of over 10,000 words to chief ministers of states elaborating his 
political, economic and administrative philosophy is in the nature 
of a will and testament. , 

VoL. X: .Active Power Struggle — Triumph of Mutual 
Accommodation — Warning against China 

The highlight of foreign affairs was the Chinese invasion of 
Tibet, an event which raised the problem of security along the 
Himalayan border. In letters to Nehru and CR, the Sardar 
underscored the potential threats to India’s sovereignty from this 
source. Pakistan’s persecution of minorities, incursions into Indian 
territory and general hostility were other matters of concern to 
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New Delhi. Efforts were even made to poison the good relations 
between India and Nepal. After the election of Rajendra Prasivd 
as President, Nehru announced his intention of resigning the 
office of Prime Minister and devote himself to party activities. 
The Central Cabinet was reconstituted and CR entered it. There 
were several exchanges of correspondence between Neliru and Patel 
on matters of principle, including a definition of the powers of 
a governor. Finance Minister John Matthai resigned on an issue 
of principle, and this was followed by a bitter war of words. 

In the Congress presidential elections, Nehru and Patel rang- 
ed on different sides. Nehru opposed Purushottamdas Tandon's 
nomination, and when Tandon was elected Neliru refused to join 
the Congress Working Committee. The Sardar’s health Ijegan 
to fail. 
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GLOSSARY OF INDIAN TERMS 


Akali 

Strict devotee of Sikhism; member of princi- 
pal Sikh political party 

Ambedkarite 

Follower of Dr. B, R. Ambcdkar, a leader 
of untouchables and *onc of the framers of 
Indian Constitution 

Anand Bhawan 

Abode of Happiness, name of the residence 
of Motilal Nehru in Allahabad 

Andhras 

Residents of Andhra, a region in South India 
where Telugu is mainly spoken 

Baku 

Term of respect used in Bengal and Bihar for 
members of the intelligentsia; commonly used 
for a clerk 

Badmask 

A had character, a hrK>dlum 

Badshah 

King; also used as term of respect for indi- 
viduals 

Bahadur 

Brave, dashing person, a hero, former title 
conferred by the British Viceroy on Indians, 
Diwan, Khan, Rai, Rao and Sardar Bahadur 

Bapu 

Father; affectionate term of respect for 
Gandhi used by followers 

Bazar 

Market place 

Bhavan 

House, mansion; Rashtrapati Bhavan is the 
residence of the President of India, Raj 
Bhavan the residence of a state Governor 

Charkha 

Spinning wheel 

Ch. 

Short for Chaudhury (Choudhury or Chou- 
dhary), headman in a community, a title of 
respect in the countryside 

Chi. 

Short for Chiranjivi meaning ‘one who may 
live for ever’ 

Crore 

100 lakhs or 10 million 

Darhar [Durbar) 

Court of a prince; ceremonial assembly; 
government of a princely state 

Dhara Sahha 

Legislative Assembly 

Diwan [Dewan) 

Minister in princely states, Chief Minister; 
also council of state; titles Diwan Sahib and 



Goondaism 

Goondas 

Gurdwara 

Gurkha 

Hyi 

Harijans 


Hartal 

Hindustan 

Idgah 

Jai Hind 
Jamait 

> (JO 

Kashi Vidyapeeth 

Khadi 

Khan 

Khojas 

Kirpan 

Lola 


Maharaja 

Maharajadhiraja 

Maharani 

Mahasabha 

Mahatma 
Mahatma Gandhi 
Ki jai 
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Diwan Bahadur wrrc conferred by the 
Viceroy on distinguished SouUi Indians 
Hooliganism 
Hooligans 

Sikh shrine where the sacred Granth Sahib 
is read to a congregation 

Nepalese tribe known for military prowess 
Perton who has visited Mecca on pilgrimage 
Children of God, a term coined by Gandlii 
for untouchables; also title of Gandhi's weekly 
n e wspa pe r ( H a i i j an) 

Strike; closure of shops and public institutions 

Home of Hindus; used for India 

Premises or open space where Id-ul-Fitr is 

celebrated 

Victory to India 

Group, association 

Respectful address as in Gaiulhiji, Shastriji 
National university founded in Hanaras in 
early 1920 s 

Hand-spun and hand- woven i loth 

Title of a Muslim meml)er, commonly used 
witli Afghan and Pathan proper names 

A Muslim sect in Western India engaged in 
trade and commerce 

Miniature sword; claimed by Sikhs as a reli- 
gious symbol 

Title generally applied to Khatiis in Punjab 
who were village bankers, and to leading 
members of the Bania tril)e in Nortli India 

Great King, a tith^ for a Hindu ruler 
Great Ruler 

A Ruling queen, wife of a ruling maliaraja 

Great assembly; political party associated 
with militant Hindu nationalism 

Great Soul 

Victory to Mahatma Gandhi 
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Maidan 

Field, open area or land 

Malik 

Originally a title for chieftain of one of the 
groups into which the Pathan tribes are 
divided 

Marwari 

Native of Marwar in Rajasthan; often settled 
elsewhere in India and usually a business man; 
loosely used for bania 

Maulana 

Title of respect accorded to Muslim judges, 
heads of religious orders and persons of great 
learning 

Mazdoor 

Labourer, menial worker 

Mir [Meer) 

Abbreviation of Amir, title of Muslim nobility 

Momin 

Mussalman 

{Mohammedan, 

Muslim weaver 

Muslim) 

a believer in Islam 

Nawab 

Originally a governor of a territory, later rank 
conferred on notable Muslims 

Mawabzada 

Son of a Nawab 

Mzam 

Ruler of former princely State of Hyderabad; 
a person entrusted with management 

Pandit 

Title applied to those versed in scriptures but 
used commonly to denote a Brahmin 

Panlhic Board 

Body regulating affairs of Sikh institutions 

Parser 

Descendant of Zotoastrian refugees who fled 
Iran on its conquest by Muslims 

Pathan 

Name given to Pushto-speaking people inha- 
biting North-West Frontier Province of Indian 
subcontinent and Afghanistan 

Pir 

Head of a religious sect; commonly used for a 
clever person 

Pir Pagaro 

Hereditary head of Hur tribe in Sind 

Praja Parishad 

People’s party; name of a political organisa- 
tion allied to Hindu Mahasabha 

Pratinidhi 

Representative 

Pucca 

An Indian word meaning good, correct, 
substantial, of standard quality of measure- 
ment contrasted with kachcha 

Pupa 

Respected 



Pwrdanaslun 

Purohit 
Q^-€-Azam 
Qua' id-i- Azam 
Rat 


Raj Kumari 

Rajakiya 

Rajputs 

Ramzan 

Rao 

Ra^htrapati 

Rashlriya 
Rupee {Re.) 

{Plural Rupees or Rs.) 

Sabhaites 

Sahib {Saheb) 

Solar 

Sangh 

Sardar (Sirdar) 
Satyagraha 


Satyagraki 
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Woman who covei's her face and lives in sc» 
elusion; generally used lor Muslim W'omen 
who observe purdah 
Family priest 

Supreme leader; title for Jinnah popularised 
by Gandhi in 1944 

Title derived from Raja, one of the elite; 
th« titles Rai Sahib and Rai Bahadur were 
conferred on Hindus in north India by the 
British V’iceroy 

Princess, daughter oi a Raja oi of a primely 
family 

Belonging or pertaining to state 
Kshatriya, lighting caste of Hindus 
Mohammedan month of fasting 
Title drawn from Raja, titles Rao Sahib and 
Rao Bahadur were conferred liy the V’iceroy 
on South Indians 

Father of the nation, term used for Congress 
presidents before independence and now used 
for head of Indian Repulilie 
National 

Unit of money in India 

Members of Hindu Mahasablia 

Master; respectful llain ol address 

FIcad of a military or a semi-military 

formation 

Union, party, organisation; generally used 
for the all-India jiolitieal party known as 
Jan Sangh 

Chief, leader, generally applied to Sikhs and 
equivalent of Mr.; alfcciioiiate term of res- 
pect for Vallabhbhai Patel 

Holding on to truth, form (4 protest initiated 
by Gandhi and developed into a jiolitical 
weapon ; concept ot trutli achieved through 
non-violent resistance 

Participant in non-violent mosement of civil 
disobedience 



Seth 


Sevak 

Sheikh 

Shia {Shiah) 


Shiromani 
Akdi Dal 

Shri 

Sikh 


SjL 

Sml. 

Suba 

Sunni 


Swaraj 

Syed {Sayyid^ 
Saiyed) 

Thakur 

Vasant Panchami 

Zabardasti 

Zemindar 

{Z^aiindar) 

Z^ntindari 

Zoolum 
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Business man, wealthy individual belonging 

to the banking community 

Dedicated to service, a volunteer 

A caste among Indian Muslims 

Name given to Muslims who believe that 

Ali, cousin and son-in-law of the Prophet, 

was his rightful successor 

Party of Sikhs which ^originally agitated for 
reform of Sikh shrines and later became a 
political party in Punjab 
Short for Shrijukta, equivalent of Mr. 

Disciple; follower of Guru Nanak (1469-1538), 
the first of the line of 10 Gurus (leaders) who 
formulated a new faith to rid Hinduism of 
superstition and caste divisions 
Short for Shrijukta 

Short for Shrimati, meaning Mrs. or Madam 
Province 

Term generally applied to Muslims who 
acknowledge the first four Caliphs equally as 
the Prophet’s rightful successor 
Complete control over one's affairs; indepen- 
dent statehood 

Title assumed by the descendants of the 

Prophet Mohamed 

Title for a high caste landlord 

Festival in which yellow robes are worn to 

mark ripening of crop in spring 

Resort to force or intimidation 

Proprietory landholder who paid a fixed 

annual sum to the government 

Landlordism; also used to indicate cultivation 

of land 

Repression, injustice, tyranny 



introduction to volume III 

The period preceding the transfer of power in August 1947 
witne^ed an intensified struggle for succession born of the sweep- 
ing victory in the elections to the Central Legislative Assrnil)ly of 
the Congress in the general constituencies and of the Muslim 
League in the constituencies reserved for Muslims. Inevital)ly, 
Princely India also felt its repercussions. 

The burden of meeting the challenge fell on Saidar Piitel, 
first as the head of the Congress Parliamentary Board and later as 
the Minister in the Interim Government in charge of Home Anaii-s 
and Indian States. The present volume reveals liow the Sardar 
handled this complex situation and operated on lour lionts - 
disciplining the Congress ministries in the Stales, countering the 
disruptionist moves of the I^cague, exposing the intrigues of 
British bureaucrats and guiding the movement lor reforms in the 
Princely States. 

Congress affairs in Madras Presidency continued to cause 
concern to the High Command. The party elected T. Prakasam, 
instead of C. Riijagopalachari, its leader in tin* j)i ovinc iai assernhly 
in the fiicc of Gandhi’s opposition to Prakasam. Patel, writing t(» 
V. V. Giri, who apparently enjoyed his confidenee, said: “You 
have decided to go your own w'ay. It would be a liaud on tlie 
pul)Hc to lead them to believe that what is being done by the 
party is being endorsed or acquiesced in by us. It would be wrong 
to assume that wc (the High Command) have abdicated our 
functions and that wc will allow things to go wTong or to let the 
party liavc its own way in evcrytliing. At present wc* Inive deci- 
ded to wait and watch and to allow the (legislature) j)arty to go 
its own way, but when the limit is reached and our responsibilities 
are affected by any action that is being done fher<‘, w'e will not 
hesitate to take action^’’ 

The Attlee Government sent out a higli-pow^ered Ciabinct 
delegation to India in 1946 to consult the political leaders and 
evolve a scheme which would accommodate the Congress stand for a 
united India with the League demand for a sovereign state of Pakistan. 

The Cabinet Mission’s plan for grouping the country into 
Hindu-majority and Muslim-majority areas and for summoning 
a constituent assembly to frame a constitution for a united India 
appeared at first to win tacit approval from Ijoth the Congre^ and 
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the League. The plan also envisaged the establishment of an 
interim government virtually independent of Whitehall. 

The Congress leadersliip was in high spirits on the eve of 
forming a government. On 9 August 1946 the Congress Working 
Committee adopted a resolution setting up a parliamentary sub- 
committee “to keep in close, constant touch with Congress parties 
in all legislatures, to advise them in all activities and to take 
necessary action in case of emergency.” ^ 

Writing to C. R. Reddy on 16 August 1946, Patel said: “The 
Congress President (Nehru) has been asked to form the Interim 
Government and for the first time, the British Government have 
shown the Muslim League its proper place. They have thus given 
proof of their bona fides and it is now for us to make or mar the 
future of India. ... If the British Government and the Congress 
play the game well, I have no doubt that we shall see India free 
sooner than many people imagine and neither the League nor 
any other group of people or interests, however strong or powerful, 
will be able to stop it.” The Congress leaders soon discovered, 
however, that the British bureaucrats were at tlieir old game. 

Direct Action Day, observed by the League all over India on 
16 August 1946, led to “great killings” in Calcutta followed by 
massacres in Noakhali and terrible riots in Bihar, In a note dated 
6 November 1946 prepared for Gandhi and forwarded to Patel, 
Nehru wrote: “Bihar riots were a reaction to killing of Biharis in 
Calcutta on 16 August and rape and killing and looting of 
Hindus in Noakhali. A feeling grew that nobody was helping tlie 
helpless Hindus of East Bengal while the provincial government of 
Bengal was deliberately pursuing a policy of exterminating Hindus 
from East Bengal cither by killing or by forcible conversion.” 

The varying Congress and League interpretations of the Cabi- 
net Mission plan led to a crisis when the League went back on its 
earlier stand and rejected the plan. The Viceroy, Lord Wavell, 
went ahead with forming an interim government and manned it 
solely with nominees of the Congiess party. The League, sensing 
the setback it had suffered politically, changed its stance and 
agreed to join the government while maintaining its opposition to 
participating in the Constituent Assembly. 

Since the British Cabinet agreed with the League’s interpreta- 
tion of the plan for regional grouping, it encouraged the induction 
of the League into the government. This decision precipitated 
matters as the Government was divided into two warring groups 
and it became incumbent on Whitehall to reshape the plan to suit 
the prevailing conditions. With his unerring instinct, Patel foresaw 



the danger of Sind and Bengal playing into the hands of British 
bureaucrats and business men who wished to frustrate the Congress 
plan by supporting the League's intransigence. 

Sir Francis Mudie, the Governor of Sind, for instance, invited 
the League to form a ministry even though it did not liave a majo- 
rity. Writing to Nihchaldas Vazirani on 21 August 1946, Patel said: 
‘‘We are fully aware of the attitude of your Governor. He and his 
tribe will do their worst before they quit India. They cannot for- 
give the Congress whic4i lias compelled them to be prepared to 
Icave.’^ 

The situation in Sind did not improve after the Interim Gov- 
ernment was formed at the Centre. In another letter iu Va/irani 
dated 16 December 1946, the Sardar, commenting on V^lzirani*s 
account of how the elections were rigged, wrote: “Tlie gcHuula- 
ism was not unexpected. It is a foretaste of what Pakistan would 
be. . . . We can do nothing against the Civil Service for such 
misconduct (which probably is not misconduct but ‘good condiu t’ 
according to the opinion of the local government whom they are 
serving) and so we must put up w^itli these things." 

The plan of toppling tlu* League Ministry in Sind provoked 
a sharp rebuke from Patel in a letter to Va/irani dated 2H Decem- 
ber 1916: ‘‘It is futile to depend upon internal quarrels of llir 
League for building up the strength of the Oppo.sition. I'liey 
must lay out a programme for steady work among the masses who 
will be convinced only by honest hard work in tlieir cause. 71ie 
Hindus in Sind will have to adopt the only hononral)Ie rourse 
of a dignified opposition which must l>e of a constructive nature. 
No attempt should be made to l)rcak the Ministry as such eflbits 
arc bound to end in failure and the only net gain wr»uld be in- 
creased bitterness which would cause more harm to the Hindus. 
The Ministry, if it breaks, must break through its inherent wt ak- 
ncss and not through our efforts." 

Patel opened his heart to Sir Stafford Cripps in a letter 
dated 16 December 1946. Stating that Nehru had come back Irom 
London sadly disappointed, he wrote: ‘‘You called the I/'ague 
delegation there to London at a time when there was srmie reali- 
sation that violence is a game at which both parties can play and 
the mild Hindu also, when driven to desperation, can retaliate as 
brutally as a fanatic Muslim. Jusi when the time for seltlenient 
was reached Jinnah got the invitation, and lie was able to 
convince the Muslims once again that he has been able to get 
more concessions by creating trouble and violence. . . . You 
must have seen what Jinnah has said in London immediately a ter 



the debate. He swears by Pakistan and everything conceded to 
him is to be used as a lever to work to that end. You wish that 
we should agree to help him in his mad dream. . . . Every ac- 
tion of the Viceroy (Lord Wavell) since the great Calcutta killing 
has been in the direction of encouraging the Muslim League and 
putting pressure on us towards appeasement. ... You know 
when Gandhiji was strongly against our settlement I threw my 
weight in favour of it. You have created a very unfortunate 
situation for me. AH of us here feel that thefe has been a betrayal.” 

An interesting light is thrown on the birth of the Indian 
National Trade Union Congress (INTUC). Giri wrote to Patel 
on 15 December 1946: “I am feeling convinced day after day that 
it may not serve much useful purpose in joining the (trade) union 
whose deliberate purpose is to vilify the Congress as a national 
movement and incessantly seek inspiration and direction from 
another country.” 

Patel’s reply clinched the issue thus: “If we cannot capture 
the (All-India) IVade Union Congress by peaceful and decent 
means it would be better to start a rival trade union Congress 
organisation which would straightway be recognised by the Gov- 
ernment and all pretensions of the representative character of the 
rival organisation would be destroyed.” 

An interesting exchange of letters occurred between the 
Sardar and D. P. Mishra, then Home Minister in the Shukla 
Cabinet in the Central Provinces (and now one of the confidants 
of Mrs. Indira Gandhi). Commenting on Nehru’s decision to induct 
new blood into the Congress Working Committee he formed in 
1946, Mishra wrote on 11 July 1946: “Pandit Nehru wants new 
blood. In this ancient land Ibr thousands of years public affairs 
have been in the hands of elderly men free from passions. It 
seems to me that public life is becoming Mrs. Warren’s profession, 
wherein the elder one must give place to the younger one merely 
because she has become older.” 

Patel’s reply on 29 July 1946 ran: “Though the President 
(Nehru) has been elected for the fourth time he often acts with 
childlike innocence which puts us all in great difficulty quite un- 
expectedly. . . . His action in Kashmir (courting imprisonment), 
his interference in the Sikh elections to the Constituent Assembly, 
his Press conference immediately after the AICC (repudiating the 
Cabinet Mission version) are all acts of emotional intensity and it 
puts tremendous strain on us to put matters right. But in spite of 
all his innocent indiscretion he has unparalleled enthusiasm and 
a burning passion for freedom which m:<ke him restless and drive 
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him to a pitch of impatience when he forgets himself. All his actions 
are governed by a supreme consideration of reaching the cherished 
goal with electric speed.” 

Xhe story of the future of the Indian Slates begins with a 
note recorded by Nehru of a private talk with the Nawah of Bho- 
pal, then Chancellor of the Chamber of Princes, on ‘20 and 21 
April 1916. During the talks, which lasted over six hours, Nehru, 
a former President of ^the All-India States Peoples’ Conference, 
gave an idea of the kind of federation that might he built up and 
of the changes required within the stales to fit tliem into the 
national structure on an equal basis. He assured the Nawab that 
suitable provisions would be made even in regard to the smaller 
states, which might be merged in stales unions or in neighbouring 
provinces, safeguarding their rulers’ “personal dignity and pt»siiion.“ 

It was left to Sardar Patel as Minister of States to handle this 
delicate operation. Certain devtdopments helptxl in aehie\itig the 
objective of evolving a federation. 'Phe Deeean States were the 
first to form a union, and the Bikaner ruler was t!u‘ lirst to an- 
nounce dcmocratisation of his regime. The intrigues ol the Poli- 
tical Department in Kathiawar wer«* (hd'eau^d, the stand ol 1 ra- 
vancore for independence and the unresi)onsiveness of Mysore 
were overcome. 

Writing to H. S. Dasappa, a leader of the Mysore Congress, 
Patel said “no State can exist without the su})port of its people 
when there is no paramountcy to bark tlu m up or to pnUr< t 
them.” Encouraged by this, the .Mysme legislature tlirew out all 
bills before it because, in the words of S. Nijaluiga[)pa, “the |ue- 
sent Ministry has not the confid<*nce of tiie legislatiue.” l)r\elop- 
meats in Alwar, Cochin, Rewa and Datia received tin* Sardai’s 
attention. 

The situation at the time was aptly summed up l)y Patel in 
a letter of 1 1 September 1946 to Sir B. L. Miner, Dewan of 
Baroda: “At present we arc engaged in checkmating the rno\rs 
of the Muslim League, which is engaged in upsetting all that has 
happened since the Cabinet delegation left. It is believed llial 
some of the States arc in sympathy witli tlie Muslim League and 
would like to take advantage ol the situation cr<*aled by the with- 
drawal of the League from the Constituent Assembly to salxaage 
the whole scheme.” 

The volume prepares the reader for the drama to be unfolded 
by the Mountbatten plan for the partition of the country. 
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On page 149, Volume I of Sardar Patel’s Correspondence — 
1945-50, the Parthasarthi referred to is not G. Parthasarthi, son 
of Shri Gopalaswami Ayyangar, now Vice-Chancellor, Jawaharlal 
Nehru University as stated, but is the late Shri C. Parthasarthi, 
a close relative who was then Shri Gopalaswami Ayyangar’s 
Private Secretary, The error is regretted. Consequently the 
reference to G. Parthasarthi in the Index (Page 391) should be 
deleted. 

2, Tolstoy Lane 
New Delhi- 1 

Durga Das 
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CHAPTER 1 


ELECTIONS TO CONSTITUENI ASSEMBLY 
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6 October 1945 

My dear Giri,' 

The elections will soon be over and llie Cjuesiion ol leader- 
sliip will again occupy a prominent place in Souili India. Kajaji* 
[C. Rajagopalachari] has withdrawn and evidently tliere lias been a 
vacuum. The Governor will want to call whoever Iiappens lo l)e the 
Leader and wc must decide quickly. The Pai liarnentarv !)< le gation is 
coming and Rajaji’s keen intellect and experienet d guidance would 
have been of immense help on this occasion. I Im' Congress will 
miss this, no doubt partly due to Ids faults, hut nonetheless also 
due to political intrigues for leadership and also to some e.xtent 
to short-sightedness and blitid prejudice. It is a pity that at a. criti- 
cal juncture South India could not rise above pf lty-mindedness 
and blind prejudice. However, as there is no atmosphere fair 

licaring of the other side, it is futile to discuss this matter. I'he 
question now for you all is to consider wlio is going to be the 
L<iader and, whoever btxornes the Leader, whetln r siu li a l.eadcr 
will be able to command general confidence of all the thre<* [C'on- 
gressj provinces in Madras Presidency and whetln'r h(‘ wil! I>e able 

t President of India sincr August I9h*l; g.iinrrl |»inrniiH ric »’ as Cft iarra, All- 
India Rail way men’s Federation and All-ln<lia IVadit Union infriihrr, 

Central .Assembly, I934-3(»; Minister of I.abour, Indusun s. ( .<H»|*et.iiioji and Uon»- 
rnercc, Madras, 1937; first High Commissioner to (a )loo, CU7-.M; I nion .Minister 
of Labour, 19o2-34; resigned because id policy dilb rrnrfs ssill» Neluu; In rainr sn( - 
cessivciy Governor of UP, Kerala and Mysore. 19'»7a>7; rlrf f^d Vu ? ■ Pirjndrnt in 
19(39 and succeeded Dr. Zakir Husain as Presidi ni in May 

^Joined Gandhi’s satyal^raha campaign and n(»ri-coo[>eralion nio\eniient tn 
General Secretary, Indian National Oingress, J921-22; rneinhei, (iongie-'S Wf^jkmg 
C-ommittcc, uninterruptedly until 1942; first Premier (il .Madras alter J9!7 elrriioiix, 
resigned from Congress in view of dillereners over Muslim l.eaipje s < hnii l<i F.tki- 
stan; assisted Gandhi in talks with Jinnah, 1941; member, iuirritri < j riienf, 
1946-47; Governor of VVe^l Bengal, I947-4H; acting ( nn ernor-f »< ner.il, Iuf<r IMfU 
January 1950; Union Minister without Pi/rtfoho, July -Dec ember 19 »b; Mini^ter of 
Home Affairs, 1950-51; Chief Minister of .Mafiras, 1952-54; founded Swatantra Paity 
in 1959 to challenge “leftist” jjolicics of Congress 
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SARDAR Patel’s correspondence 


to run the show with ability and integrity, so as not to bring any 
discredit to the great national organisation to which we all 
belong. S(jmc of you must meet immediately and inform me as 
to who is going to be the choice. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. V. V. Giri, MLA 
“Malathi” 

4 Giri Road 
Madras 


2 6 October 1945 


Dear Mr. Kamaraj,* 

The elections will soon be over and the Governor will want 
to call the Leader of the Congress Assembly Party for the 
formation of a ministry. No time should be lost, therefore, in the 
selection of the Leader. I should like to know whether you have 
thought of this question and if so wlio is your choice. If you 
have not decided yet, some of you who count must meet imme- 
diately and let me know on whom the choice is going to fall. I 
understand that the Governor had invited you and I presume that 
he must have called you to ascertain from you about the prospects 
of leadership. Please let me have your views as soon as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Kamaraj Nadar 
President, TNCC 
8 Narasingapuram St. 

Mount Road 
Madras 


1 Joined freedom struggle at a young age; President of Tamilnad PCC, 1940-54; 
member, CA; Chief Minister of Madras, 1954-63; Congress President, 1964-67; mem- 
ber, Lok Sabha, since 1969 
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TELEGRAM 


Madras 
6 October 1945 

Sardar Vallablibliai Patel 
Bombay 

YOUR PRESENCE 11I(211I.Y NECESSARY FIRST MEKIINC TKCilSIATURK 
PARTY WHEN IXADER IS EI.ECTKD. PI.EASE ADJUST TOUR PRO(;KAMME. 
COUNriNG CONCI UDES MARCHEND. 

(;opai.arfi)dP 

EXMIMSTKR NELI.ORE 

.1 6 October 1945 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your telegram. I do not know why my jire- 
scncc is required at the party meeting for appointing a Leader. 
The proper course would be for the leaders of the three provinces 
of Andhra, Tamil Nad and Kerala to put their heads together and 
come to some uniform decision. It is unfortunate tliat in the 
scramble for power, there has been no unity and there is no h*ader 
who can command the confidence of all the groups. Raj;iji’s 
absence has left a vacuum and there seems to be no one wfio can 
take his place. I would advise you to arrange a meeting of the 
leaders and discuss the question amongst yourselves and come to 
a unanimous decision. We are all very busy and we can hardly 
spare time at present to attend meetings of Asscmlilv parties f(>r 
such a purpose. It is tlie parly's business to elect its own Ixader. 
We can only hope that Madras will not make a smry exhibition 


> Mcmljcr, Andhra Pra<Irsh Parliamentary Hoard; minister in Hajaji f 

in Madrsut. 1937-39; latrr Union Minister; prrs4;nUy Governor of Vunr PradeUi 
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SARDAK PATEL’S CORRESPONDENCE 


I hope Bapu and you are keeping wdl. 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharlal 

Sardar Vailabhbhai Patel 
Poona 
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Poona 
6 October 1945 

My dear Jawaharlal, 

I received your letter of the 1st instant yesterday afternoon. 

Mr. Dhararn Yash Dev had written to Bapu and to [Raj- 
kumari] Amrit Kaur' about the same matter, and as those letters 
were referred to me for disposal I had asked him to meet me in 
Bombay, lie met me wlltn wc were in licjmhay and he impressed 
me very well indeed. But from his conversation with me I 
gathered that he has a family and a style of Us ing which is e-\pcn- 
sivc. The tn’dinary Congress salary will not in my opinion suit 
him at all. He draws about Rs. 1,2.')0 from Dalmia and his father 
has left him practically nothing. He has therefore to earn his own 
living. 1 learn from Amrit Kaur, who knows him intimately, that 
his wife is a society girl of exjjcnsive habits and she would not 
like that he should join the Congress office. But she has a very 
good opinion of him. He has been in correspondence witli me, 
but I am not sure whether his style of propaganda would suit us 
in the election campaign. I agree with you that he has made 
ample amends fur his past mistake and he has also made up 
with [Acharya J. B.J Kripalani.* .\t present we are confining our- 
selves to Central Assembly elections propaganda and for that 
wc need not go in for any elaborate plan. But wc shall consider 
when wc meet next whether wc should employ him for election 
propaganda in connection W'ith the provincial assembly elections. 


1 Clanir io as ix'mmal assiMtani to Mahatma Gandhi; this asso- 

ciatitKi iMrnrd hn inrmhrniihip of Interim (JovernmeHt and liralth ministership 
in Nehru C'-abinrl as re present alive of Chrbtian ccirnniunity; took keen interest in 
l>rin^in^: to friiiiitm Institute of Indian Medicine in New l>clhi; liel{>ed create National 
H^Ktrts Glulw all over India 

2 Our of thr oMrsi living (Vm^rss leaders; joined Gandhi in 1917; General 

S<*creiary of C^wityrrjis, its President, (.;on;:;rc5S mrmlier of CIA, 

19i0-r>0; resigned frtnn C!ongres$ in 1931; MP intermittently since 1952; ex|x>nent 
of Gandhian philosophy 



OONORBSB AND AMUOUV UXCHONt 


9 


You must have rrcci\Td my letter suggesting that you should 
draft a small election manifesto tor the Centnd Assembly. We have 
not much time as these elections are to take place next month. 

The unfortunate and unnecessary controversy between you 
and Sarat Bose distressed us here ver>' much. Bitpu has written 
to Sarat about it. He has probably written to you also. I 
fail to understand why he chose to make such a public attacJi 
against Chiang Kai-shek without having any consultation with 
you or Bupu. He know’s the Congress |x>lic:y. He must have 
some purjiose behind it. 1 do not know svhat grievance he eould 
have against yon. 1 am afraid his re>cntry into the CUmgress will 
create <ince again a situation which in.»y iu»t be plc.isant for us 
all. Bapu is going to Bengal in the beginning of next month and 
he will probably talk to him more freely at that time. 

1 see that P. C. Joshi' has started vigorous pix>paganda against 
tlic Cfongrcss for our attitude towards hi.s group. It would have 
been licttcr if we liad cx|)ellrd them straighiawa> . Our notice 
has given him a handle t<j create ]>ro|t:igatida here and abroad 
against us. 

The Mah.irajkumar of V’izianagrain* had written a letter to 
.'\inrit Kaur expressing a desire to stand for the Onlral .'\.s.scmbly. 
She has advised him to sec you ami Pantji [(». B. Pant] in the 
matter. 

Ho|)e yf)u arc doing well. 

Yours sincerely. 

Vallahhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Allahabad 


Ailahabad 
9 OctolH-r 1945 

My dear V'allabhbljai, 

1 have just received your letter t»f (> October. I am sorry 
for the delay in sending the election manifesto (or the CJentral 
Assembly. 1 could not possibly find time in Lucknow. I hope 
to send you someUting tomorrow. 

* GenrraJ Serreiary, Ornim^inwi Party of 

2 Crickrtrr ami patirm of Tntiiafi ipofi: Minist«*r of JiMticr, UP fjovernmrnt, Ibr 

•ome elected to UP Upper Houmt, 19.52 
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I quite agree with you as to Dharam Yash Dev. 

I am really at a loss to understand why Sarat Bose suddenly 
launched an attack on me unless this is due to some old grievance 
which I have forgotten. It seems obvious to me that his anger is 
directed more against me than Ghiang Kai>$hek. 

You may have seen in the papers the invitation issued by Dr. 
Soekarno, the President of the provisional Indonesian Republic. 
Among others, this has been issued to me to visit Java immediately 
to see things there. The situation there is odd and rather 
critical. It will have its repercussion elsewhere. I felt that some 
immediate response was desirable, and so I replied that if there 
is need for me there in the interest of Indonesian freedom I 
shall come there, even though this means leaving urgent and 
important work here. Of course this depends on passport and 
travelling facilities. By air Batavia can be reached in two days 
from Allahabad. There is hardly any chance of my getting 
these facilities from Government here. Nevertheless I am applying 
for them. • 

There is just a chance of my going to Calcutta and Midnapore 
towards the end of this month for four days or so. Someone told 
me that you might be there then with Bapu. 

Yours affectionately, 
Jawaharlal 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 
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Allahabad 
10 October 1945 

My dear Vallabhbh.ai, 

As promised in my yesterday’s letter, I am sending you a 
draft manifesto for the Central Assembly elections. This has 
turned out longer than I intended and it covers considerable 
ground, although 1 have avoided detail and the more contro- 
versial topics. I felt that it would be desirable to cover this 
ground for two reasons; 1. The manifesto is bound to attract 
. attention in foreign countries and the avoidance of all other issues, 
apart from independence, will create a bad impression. People 
may say, as they have sometimes said in the past, that the Con- 
gress represents big business etc. 
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2. This will contrast well with any manifesto that the Muslim 
League will issue, for it is certain that they will avoid mentioning 
any of the country’s problems and will harp on Pakistan. Of 
course, it is quite possible that they will not issue any manifesto 
at all. 

I would surest that when you issue the manifesto you 
might say something to the following effect: "In accordance 
with the directions contained in Resolution VII of the AlCK^ 
held in Bombay the Working Committee is issuing this manifesto 
for the elections to the Ccntr.al Legislative Assembly. A more 
detailed manifesto will be issued later, affer approval by the 
AlCC at its next meeting, for the provincial elections.” 

Yours sincerely, 
Jawaharlal 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

PS. 

Another copy of this letter and manifesto is being sent express 
delivery. 


ENCLOSURE 

DRAFT MANIFF.S1X) FOR CENTRAL LEGISLATIVE- ASSEMBLY ELKtTIONS 

For sixty years the National Contfreas has laboured for the freedom of 
India. During tliis long span of years its history has been the history of 
the Indian people, straining at the leash that has held them in bondage, ever 
tryins; to break the chains of subjection and alien rule. From small begin* 
nings it has progressively grown and spread in this vast country, carrying the 
message of freedom to the masses of our people in the towns as well as the 
remotest villages. From these masses it has gained power and strength and 
developed into a mighty organization, the living and vibrant symbol of India’s 
will to freedom and independence. From generation to generation it has dedi* 
cated itself to this sacred cause, and in its name and under its banner in* 
numerable countrymen and countrywomen of ours has'c laid down their 
lives and undergone lifedong suffering in order to redeem tite pledge they 
had taken. By service and sacrifice it has enshrined itself in tlie hearts of our 
people; by its refusal to submit to any dishonour to our nation it has built up 
a powerful movement of resistance to (breign imperialist rule. ^ 

The career of the Congress has been one of both constructive effort (or 
the good of the people and of unceasing struggle to gain freedom, la this 
struggle it hat faced numerous crises and come repeatedly into direct coaBkt 
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with the armed might of a great Empire* Following peace/lil methods, 
it has not only survived these conflicts but has gained new strength from 
them. After the recent three years of an unprecedented mass upheaval and its 
cruel and ruthless suppression, involving terrible suffering for our people, the 
Congress has risen again stronger than ever and more loved by the people 
by whom it lias stood through storm and stress. 

The Congress has stood for the independence of India and for equal 
rights and opfKirtunities for evcr>^ citizen of India. It has stood for the 
unity of all communities and religious groups in India and for tolerance and 
goodwill between them. It has stood for the right of the Indian people as 
a whole to have full opfiortiinitics for grow'th and self-development accord- 
ing t<i their own wishes and the genius of the nation; it has stood also for 
the freedom of each group and territorial area witlun the nation to develop 
its own life and culture within the larger framcNvork. For those who suffer 
from social tyranny and injustice*, it has stood for the removal of all bar- 
riers to equality, and special help from the State and society in order to 
raise them from their backw'ard and depiessed state. 

I'hr Congress has envisaged a free, democratic Statt* with the funda- 
mental riglits and civil liberties of all its citizens guaranteed in the Consti- 
tution. 'riiis f iOfiHtitnticin, in its view, should be a federal one with a great deal 
of autonomy for its constituent units, and its legislative organs elec ted under 
adult franchise. In regard to the franchise, as o!h#T matters, sex should be no 
bar, and wornc'fi should take full part as citizens in national activities. 

A hundred and fifty years and more of foreign rule have arrested the 
growth of the country and produeexi numerous vital pioblcms that demand 
immediate* solution. Intensive exploitation of the country and the people 
during this period has reduced the mas.sc*$ to the depths of misery, starva- 
tion and bt'ggary. i'hc country has not only been ]K)litically kept under sub- 
jection and humiliated, but has also suHcred economic, social, cultural and 
spiritual degradation. During the years of war, and even now, this pro- 
cess of c\}>loit.ition by irresponsible* authority and coni]>lete ignoring of Indian 
inirrc*s(s and views has readied a new hrtght of incompetence in the adminis- 
tratiori, leading to terrible famine and widespread misery among our 
|>eople. 'I’here is no way to solve any of these urgent problems except 
through freedom and independence. But the content of political freedom 
must be economic and social ficcdom also. 

The mast vital and urgent of India's problems is how to remove the 
curse of poverty and raise the standards of the masses. It is to the wcll- 
Jjcing ami progress of these masses Uiat the Congress has directed its 
spv'ciat attriition and its constructive activities. It is by their well-being and 
advancement that it lias judged every proposal and every change, and it 
has declared that anything that comes in the way of the good of the masMs 
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of our country niuit be removed. lndu!itr>’ and ai^rtaihurc, the «ocial »rrvicT» 
and public utilitin niust be mcimraitcd, nunlrnnwcd .tiul raptdiv cxtriulcd in 
order to add to the wealth of the countr>' and 4<ivr it the rajjacsiy Ibr self* 
growth, vdtiiout depriidmcr on oUten. But all this must be dcaie wiUi ilic 
prijnar>' objects and paramount duty of bciieHting the itiAsses of our fwople 
and raidiig llieir economic, cultural and Sfuritual level, rrtHovinj: unrniploy* 
meiil, and adding to the dignity of the individual. It or thts puifKOc it wilt 
be necemarv’' to plan and ct>ordinale social advance in all inanv fields, to 
prrvetit the concentration %>f wealth and }:icmer in the hands of ifidi\tduals and 
groups, to prevent vested inlerevis iititnical Co from giowin**, and to 

have ft^H'ial control of the mineral resoun'rs, ine.ini of tr.uicjH>rt and the prim i- 
pal methods of prcKiuction and dtstribuiion. as wrll a.« of hankinv and ex- 
change. C'o-opetation vhould lx* cnrmiraged in land. induMiy and in oflirr 
d*^*partmenls of national activity so that frc*r India may drxrlop int,» a ro- 
ojaerat ivc commonwealth. 

In international rdfairs the Congress stand?! for the rstahhshmeni of a 
world federation of free nations, l ill suds lime as sutli a kile«.ifton lakes 
shape, India muct develop frietnlly relatione wiih*.dl natioti<i nod parti« uhirly 
v%!tli her fieighlK»urv on the r;isi and the west anrl the noiih. In the l ar I'.ast, 
in Souih-Kact Avia and in Western .\sia, Indi.i has had traile and t nllural 
relations for thou.i.in(ls (»r years and it is tnevilahli that with ht fdotn die 
sliould renew and develop these relations. Kr*av»mv of s^^ niitv and future trends 
of trade als<» tle!ti.ind these closer rofitacts wiifi these regions. India, which 
has conducted her own strucglr for freedom on a iion violrnt basis, will a]vvit>s 
throw her weiglit on ihc side of woihl peace and i o-ojwT;Hion. She will also 
( hampion the frmioin of all other siihjrt t nations .md profiles, for only on 
the bitsii of this frmloMi and the elimination of imperialism everywhere tan 
world j)e.icr l:>c established. 

On the Hlh of Angtui I‘142 the Alhlndia (’onyress Ortnniiller passed A 
rnkslution, since theft faimniv in In<lia*s storv', and in this resolution it gave the 
battlr-crv India*. By that demand and thallcngr the Congress stands 

todav and it has leaffinned the national and internal ional ohje< lives of that 
A i jusi ri^s iKiUoti. It is on the b.i^is of fliis r- vilution an<l wnh this hatth a ry 
that the Congress fares ih** rlrrtions for the Central and Trovirif ial Axsrnihhes. 

l*he Omiral I.#r;{islafive .Assrinhly is a lK»dy with no ^K»\vri m anlfiorify 
and is praeiif ally an aflvijiory body whos«’ ailvice has iK-eti eonsiantly 
tlrnited and ignored. It is completely out of dale and n h.ivrd on a \rrv rrs* 
tncied friuiriiise. 'nic elccU>ral legixteis for il are full of erioi * and oriiis- 
surns and no oppcjrtunitirs for rorrrcting or adding tf# iliem have f>reo given. « 
Large nurnbem of our counir>‘mrn arc still in pri«>n and nnviy others wlio 
liave been released arc discfuaJified from standim; for eh*rniiii. OlfstructicMii 
in the way of holding public meetings still continue in fnany fdaers. V'ef, with 
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all theM and other handicapi and drawbacks, the Congres has decided to con- 
test the elections on the imie of independence and ^Qpit India*. In this Sec- 
tion petty issues do not count, nor do individuals, nor sectarian cries — only 
one thing counts: the freedom and independence of our motherland, firom vdikh 
all other freedoms will flow to our people. 

So the Congress appeals to the voters for the Central Assembly all over 
the country to support the Congress candidates in every way at the forth- 
coming elections, and to stand by the Congress at this critical juncture, which 
is so pregnant with future possibilities. Many a time the people of India 
have taken the pledge of independence; that pledge has yet to be redeemed, 
and the well-beloved cause for which it stands and which has summoned us 
so often, still beckons to us. But the time is coming when we shall redeem it 
in full, not by the election but by what comes after it. Meanwhile, this elec- 
tion is a small test for us, a preparation for the greater things to come. Let 
all those who care and long for freedom and the independence of India meet 
this test with strength and confidence, and march together to the free 
India of our dreams. 

10 October 1945 


Allahabad 
10 October 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I have sent you today a draft manifesto. I think a sentence 
might be added to this: on page 1, 3rd paragraph — after ‘frame- 
work’ have a comma and add: ‘and for this purpose such terri- 
torial areas or provinces should be constituted, as far as possible, 
on a linguistic and cultural basis.’ 

This meets the demand for linguistic provinces like Andhra, 
Karnatak, etc. without going into details. 

Yours, 

Jawaharlal 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Poona 

12 October 1945 

My dear Jau-aharlal, 

I have recei\'ed your letters oi the 9th and 10th inst. 

I had seen in the pafjers the invitation of Dr. Sockamo, the 
President of the provisional Indonesian Republic, and your reply 
to it. Your rca[)oitsc was certainly very gtHKl and if you get 
facilities it would indeed be very desirable that you should go 
there leaving all your important engagements here. It would 
do a lot of gcKKl to the iniany millions of our countrymen spreiid 
over in various parts of East Asia, apart from the giMKl that it 
would do to the general cause of freedom of all Asian races. But 
I have no hopes of your getting either the p^ysport or the travelling 
facilities. I am glad you have applied for them. 

I see that you propose to go to Calcutta and Midnapore to* 
tvards the end of this month. Bapu will not l>c there so sixtn, 
but so far as I am concerned 1 am not in a fit state yet to travel 
so far. I am anxious to leave this place as soon as possible to get 
on with the work that has been entrusted to me by the Election 
Board. Of course 1 am doing as much as is fM>ssible from here 
but the real work can be done from Bombay only. 

Rajen Babu' had WTitten to me also alMnif his meeting with 
Syama Prasad [Mookerjee]*. 1 had also written to him that the 
Congress cannot think of any settlement with the Hindu Mah.a> 
sabha.^ Besides, there is absolutely no need as the (Jongress will 
easily secure all the seats in the Central Assembly so far as non* 
Muslim constituencies arc concerned, except (>erhaps Dr. .Syama 
Prasad’s own .seat, which by courtesy the Bengal Caingress 

1 l>r. Rajcndra Prasad; < lra<irr from Bdiar; rlf»r atukriatr of (>.indhi; 
lawyer of Patna High Ciourt when hr joined Gandhi't tiatyagraha against Brtiish inchgo 
planten in (.Ihamparan dUtru t, lidiar, 1917; twice Pinideut 4>t Irifiian Nalhsiial 
Q^ngreis; Minister for FckkI and .\gnculturr. Interim (invcniiri* ni. and hi lint 
Nehru iiovcrnmrnl after Independenre; Chairman, Indian Osnstitiirnt Atiemhiy; 
tini President nf Indian Republic, I9VM.»2 

2 Educationif t*p(^litjcian ; N'ice.'Cltancellor of C^lcuUa C'riiveriity, 1934-38; 
Finance Minmer* Bengal, 1941-^12; member, CA, and Minister in lint Nehru Cabinet; 
Prestdenb Hindu Maliasabha, and later founder of Jan Sangh 

> Gomrouna] orgmnisaiion wlioic memberihip was confined to Hindtit 


u 
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Committee may think it proper to allow without contest. There 
is no other place where wc can allow any one else to get in. 
The other suggestions made by Syama Prasad to Rajen Babu 
arc wholly irrelevant and premature. I have -written to him 
strongly about it. 

I thank you very much for the drafl manifesto which you 
have sent to me and for the trouble you ha\ c taken to find time 
for it in the midst of your engagements. I will go through it 
and show it to Bapu l>eforc writing to you further about it. 

I understand that you arc going to Jaipur during the course 
of the third week of this month. Mr. Haribhau Upadhyaya' 
writes to me that it would be helpful to him in Ajmer, where 
we have to put one candidate for the Central Assembly against 
a rich Marwari^ who is a sitting member, if you can find a few 
hours to go there. He has, I understand, written to you also. 
In case you are not able to go I suggest that you request Mrs. 
fSaroJini]-’ Naidu to go there for a day. .Ajmer lias come round 
and fallen in line with the country* in the last struggle and it is 
possible that with a little encouragement from us it may also come 
up with the rest of the provinces in future. 

Hope you arc doing well. 

Yours, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Allahabad 
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Poona 
15 October 1945 

My dear Jawaharlal, 

I have received your letter of the 10th instant suggesting a 
small addition in the draft manifesto which you have been good 
enough to send and wc have incorporated it in the proper place. 

I CtingiTSs WfMkrr of Ajmer and writer of Hindi prwe; became Chief Minister 
of .\jmrr and later Miiiisu'r in Rajasthan Cabinet afirr I ntlrix-ndriirc 

* Native of Marwar in Rajpntana: often sr tiled in other parts of India and 
followed business of banker, broker or merchant 

® IWt-jxAlitician ; mtMl jvominent woman member of Congress parly; for years 
its oflicc-bearcr, Ixrcomiiij; its President in 1925; last office held governorship of UP 
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1 have also received your programme along with )*our letter* 
Many thanks. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabbbliai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Allahabad 
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Allahabad 
hi October 1915 

My dear \^dlabllbhai, 

Thank you for vour Inter i»l the ll?th. I rrliiriied yesterday from 
liu visit lo llalh.i iu\ \eiv tired. On the IHlh I am off again, 
I sha'I l)e visiting Ajnu r lit*ni JaijMir. 

Prafulla liahu‘ h.i> tt 1( cr.ipln d u> me to |>osl|>oiir my N'isit 
to Clalenit.i, Si* this is ni't iixf'd yet. I still want to go there, 
espet iallv t*) Miihi,*!** i e, it Pjafnlla H.ibu ngrres. Hr wauls me 
lo gi) on a h>:igei \ isit Litri, lha no one know's what w ill 
h«t|)[>en later. 

The Itulonesian is bect)ining more intense and 

critic al and I feel iliat \vi *mi give it greater pronnnence. h 

w'ould be a good thing il their were meetings etc. But the most 
(iraniatii tiling would be* lor our clock workers and seamc*n to 
refuse to load war inatnial lor Java, as the Australians did. 

^"oiir.s, 

Jawaharlal 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Pate! 

Poona 


II 


Poona 
October 1945 


My de.ir Shanlilal, 

You must have opened the olFice- today in Bombay. 1 have 
already announced in tlie Press about your a|)]Hjintment as 
office secretary. 


1 !>r. Praf'itla (•UmK: MiniUrr nf Writ 

It ;ifiT HI i 1 if-nrr ; lii' Hktw I, .Vk« 1947^*2; l'H)7aiJ5; a cufairuriivf 

2 'Hir other of the Ccnii,Al htrcuoi* IS^arcJ waa ♦»!><• nrd in Itonihay in punniance 
of the decision of die Congress Working Conimittec to fight Uie I94S-4<> election 
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I forgot to tell you that Sjt. J. B. Kripalaniy the General 
Secretary, is also to be treated as one of the members of the 
Election Board and therefore all the circulars that may be issued 
from the office have to be forwarded to him also. That office 
has to be kept informed of the activities of our committee from 
time to time. 

You must have already circulated copies of the pledge to 
be signed by the candidates in all the provinces. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Shantilal Shah 

Office of the Congress Central 

Election Committee 

Congress House 

Bombay 
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Congress House 
Girgaum 
Bombay 4 
1 October 1945 

Respected Sardar Sahib, 

I saw Mr. [S. K.] PatiP at Congress House this morning 
and he is making the necessary arrangement for setting up the 
Bombay office. It will be located on the top floor of Congress 
House. 

1 enclose herewith copies of my letter to Maulana [Abul 
Kalam Azad] Sahib^ and of the circulars sent out today. 

Yours respectfully, 
Shantilal H. Shah 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 


1 General Secreury of Bombay PCG for 17 years till 1946, when he became 
its President; member, Bombay Assembly, 1937-46; member, CA, 1947-48; M.P. 
1952-67; Ontral Minister, 1957-63 and again 1964-67; member of AlCC, 1933; 
Treasurer, 1960-64 

3 Leading Muslim divine; sUunch nationalise from Khilafat days; Gongren 
President, 1939-46; member, CA; Education Minister in Nehru Cabinet 
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THE CENTRAL ELECTION BOARD 


Congrrss House 
ifirgsutn 
ikuiibiiy 
I OiioUr UH5 

Krspcctrd Maulana Suliib. 

I quotr below a rei<ilutioit |>asa<‘d by ihr Oiitial Kirctioii Board ta lU 
lurrtint; held on 19 Stpicinber Iasi: 

•‘lliat a conmiuniratic*n b<* addressed lo (i<iveriiineiil that the 

procedure adopted in Bombay for the preparation of the rirtforal 
rolls be adopted iiiiir«»rm]v in all the ps ovine es for ihr (Vnirat as well 
as the pn>vincial eleetions forthwith.’* 

I have to request you that a communication in pursuanre of the said 
resolution may be adtlressed to the t tuvrrnment, if iu»t already sent. 

Yours res|>ef tfully, 
Shaniilal Shah 
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Prx>na 
3 OrltdKT 19*15 


My dear Shaiitilal, 

I have received your Inter of Uie 1st instanl and I am 
glad llial ycni have opened the office and started the work. I am 
sending you copies of some furtlier corres|>ondnire from here. 

Yours sincerely, 
ValUbhbhai Patel 


Shri Shantilal Shah 
Congress House 
llombay 


15 
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Bombay 
2 October 1945 

Respected Sardar Sahib, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 1st instant yesterday. 
I have written today to Shri Kripalani, sending him copies of 
the minutes of the two meetings of the Board, also all the circulars 
issued up to now and of the pledge. 

I will keep him informed of the activities of the committee. 

The pledge has already been sent to all the provinces. 

I have read the announcement about my appointment. I 
am going to Congress House daily. 

The oflice has not yet been set up, but it will be done before 
Monday next. 

I have engaged a clerk and I am purchasing tlic necessary 
stationery. Tlic furniture will be purchased or taken on hire as 
.\fr. Patil advises. 

I have today secured two copies of the “Rules and Regula- 
tions of the Legislative Assembly and Council of State,” one 
from Mr, B. J. Desai*, and another from Mr. K. M. Munshi-. 

I have written to the Manager of Publications for copies 
but I am informed that the same have not yet been received by 
the BPCC^ who asked for them long ago. 

I am sending separately, by registered book-post, one copy 
of the “Rules and Regulations of tlie Legislative Assembly and 
Council of State” and I am detaining another copy for my use. 

* nhulahhai J. Desai; leader of Congress parly in Centra^ Assembly; previously 
President, PPCC; Advocate-General (Bombay): known for Desai-Liaquat Pact, a 
compromise fortmila with Muslim l.eague, and also for defence of three officers in 
INA trial by military court 

2Stiurted political career as joint editor of Young India, 1915; elected member 
of Bombay I..cgislative Assembly, 1927; AICC member, J930-3G; Home Minister 
(Bombay), 1937-39; member, CIA, 1946-50; in between Agent-General, Government 
*of India in Hyderabad, 1948; Central Food Minbter; Governor of UP; Founder 
of Bharatiya Vidya Bhavan, Bombay 

* Bombay Pradesh Congrea Committee 
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I am enclosing herewith copy of one more circular which I 
am sending today, and the letter which 1 ha\*e addressed to 


Sjt. Kripalani. 

Vallabhbhai Pate! 


Yours sincerely, 
Shantilal H. Shah 
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Poona 
5 October 1945 

My dear Shamilal, 

I have received your letter of the 2iul instant and also the 
Gujarati letter of the 3rd. 

Yesterday I wrc»tc to [S. K.] Patil to ascertain from the 
voters' list the number of votes of the various communities 
roughly and to inform me as soon as jH>ssit)le. I have asked him 
to inform you hIkuiI it also. \Vc caiiiu^t lix up our choice of 
candidates witliout knowing these figures. You may alski ascertain 
w'hethei Sjt. Purusliottanulas I ricumjee | rricurndasj* is on the 
Clentral Assembly list. 

If you arc otherwise free you may come here for a day or a 
few hours with the lists available. 

I'hc Ixxjk “Revised Rules and Regulations of the l^egislalivc 
Assembly and the ('.ouncil of Slate’* sent liy you has been 
received. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Shantilal Shah 
Bombay 


1 Srereury to Nfalt^iUn.i r«anclhi, 1914; rnrmtjrr, C/mip'CM Parly, 

lfMO-45; mrmtjrr. Htimbay A^nibly, 1949-02; talrr activr m^^mbrr of 

P-SP; Intern itional G>m^iu»*wn of Jorinu, 


S.C.-I1.2 
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Bombay 
8 Octolier 1945 

Respected Sardar Sahib, 

I have today sent to Shri Dahyabhai' a copy of the electoral 
rolls for the Central Assembly for Bombay city. I have also sent 
him two pads for your use. 

I have not Ijeen able to work up the number of voters of the 
various communities on the Btimbay rolls. 

The suggestions for the candidates for the Central Assembly 
from the various provinces will begin to come in within a few days. 

Under the resolution of the Election Board* dated the 25th 
ultimo, in the case of reports containing the name of one candidate 
only for a constituency and where there is no contest among 
Congressmen, you have the authority to approve the proposal. 

In such a ciise I propose to forward to you the application, the 
pledge form and the report and a letter to be signed and sent by 
you in accompanying form. 

In other cases the names are to be circulated with your 
recommendation among the members of the Board for their re* 
marks. In such cases I will send you 7 copies of the applications, 
the pledges and reports together with letters in the accompanying 
form to be signed by you and sent to the members of the Board 
for their remarks. 

1 have spoken to Shri Mangaldas Pakvasa^ that he may 
again see Mr. Motilal Setalvad^ if he thinks proper. 

I may state that the High Court will be closed for the vaca- 
tion from 13 to 28 October and I will be able to come to Poona 
even on the week days if necessary. 

1 Son of Sardar Patel; member of Ckmgress, |924-:>6; member, Bombay PCC, 
I946-5b; tint elected to Rajya Sabha, 1958; re-elected, 1964; niiw Swaiaiitra Party 
leader in Rajya Sabha; businett man by profetiion 

2 Small ad hoc body of Clongress to super>'ise elections of party candidates and 
deal with relevant issues 

8 President, Bombay Legislative Council from July 1937 to August 1947; 
(Mwemor of MP and acting Governor of Bombay, 1954-55 

4 Lawyer; India's delegate at several international conferences; former 
Attorney-General of India; Chairman, Law Commisiion, 1955 
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I enclose herewith copies of Uw two circulars which are 
being sent out today. 

Yours respectfully, 
Shantilal 

PS. 

Please return to me the forms of the two types of letters 
duly approved by you. 

On Friday last, the *)th instant, 1 sent out reminders to 
ail provincial C<ingress committees, except the North West Frontier 
Province and Bengal, for sending their proposiils for candidates 
a fortnight before the date for nomination. 

I have not written to the NWF Province and Bengal yet 
as the dates of nomination for them arc 10 Novemlter and 3 
Noveml>cr respectively. 

.Shantilal H. Shah 
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Poona 
II Octolicr 1945 

.My ticar Shantilal, 

I have received your letter of yesterday. 

'Fhe Kerala rejK>rt has already Iwen cirriilated by me 
amongst the inrmbrrs of the coinmittee as I had also received a 
iTfwrt from the secretary of the KPCC direct. 1 have written to 
him aliout the pledges. 

Today’s papers announce that the High Ck>urt has passed 
orders in favour of Shri Purushottamdas Tricitmdas. 1 am glad 
that he has been released. 

1 am told that there is a special constituency known as the 
Gujarat and Deccan .Sardars and Inamdars constituency fur the 
Central .\ssembly and the Returning Oflicer for that cansti> 
tuency is the Commissioner of Ck;ntral Division. W’ill you ascer- 
tain from the secretary whether there is any such constituency 
and whether the representation is by turn or whether it is one 
combined constituency? If it is by turn, which part of the 
province has got a right to send a representative this time? If 
you find that there is any such constituency, please secure the 
voters' list from the secretary and send it to me immediately, if 


* KermU Pradrth Cf^mgrem Omtmitter 
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passible with Mr. Patil who is coming tomorrow, or otherwise 
with somct>ody else. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Shantilal H. Shah 
Bombay 


18 

Bombay 
11 October 1945 

Rrspcclcd Sardar Sahib, 

I enclose hcrewitli copies of today’s correspondence, received 
and sent out. 

I have today handed over to Shri Dahyabhai the latest edition 
of the Legislative Assembly Electoral Rules and Regulations, 
which contains the electoral regulations of all the provinces. The 
book which I sent you a few days ago contained the electoral 
regulations relating to Bombay only. 

1 have also sent to Shri Dahyabhai “Council of State Electoral 
Rules and Regulations,” and the correction slips. 

Both these were received today from Delhi. 

1 have ordered out one more copy of each of these for being 
kept in the Bombay ofTice. 

I enclose herewith a form in which I propose to maintain 
the record about the Central as w'ell as the provincial elections. 
If you approve of the form, I shall get the necessary copies made. 
If the form is to be filled up for all the scats of the Central as 
well as the Provincial Assembly, about 2,000 forms will have to 
be printed* 

Yours respectfully, 
Shantilal H. Shah 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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I’mina 
15 OcioIkt 1945 

My dear Shantilal, 

I have received your letters of the 11th and 13th along with 
the enclosures. I have also received tlic pledge form signed by 
Mr. Asaf AH' in respect of his candidature and also the recom- 
mendation of the Delhi Provincial Congress Committee. 

Aljout the constituency of the Deccan Sardars- and Inamdnrs,^ 
I have got the list of voters. A large number of \ot«‘.rs are from 
Maharashtra. Enquiries are iM'ing made by the Maharashtra 
Congress Committee as to the fxissibility r>f setting up a canilidate 
from that constituency, but I do mit think tlu-re is any chance, 
that constituency being of voters who art* all reactionary ami 
conservative. 

Y«»urs siuceiely, 
Vallairhbhai Patel 

Shri Shantilal Shah 
Bombay 

PS. 

1 have kept a meeting of the Central Election Board on the 
2 1 St and you may come liere on that day. \Vc shall then settle 
the draft form which yem have sent trr me. 


t Prominent tk>n«reMman of I>c!hi: l)r,i,iiy Ira.Ier. ,.«rty i» Oi.to.1 

Ugislature, IWj; -Minbter of I'ranswrt in Interim Government; AniUw«<inr to 
US and (»civcrn<>r of Orlwa 

2 leanded aristocracy of Dcccan region in C’cntral India 
* Recipient of grant of land for loyal service 
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Poona 
15 October 1945 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Calcutta 

CENTRAL ELECTION BOARD MEETING HERE SUNDAY ‘nVENTYFIRST. 
WILL SEND YOU nNAL REPORT. 

VALLABHBIIAI 
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Poona 
15 October 1945 

(1) Dr. Pattabhi Sitaramayya 
Masulipatam 

(2) Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant 
Nainital 

(3) Asaf Ali 
Kuchachalan 
Daryaganj 
Delhi 

(4) Dr. Rajendraprasad 
Patna 

(5) Kripaluni 
Allahabad 

CENTRAL ELECTION BOARD MEETING HERE SUNDAY TWENTYFIRST 

FOR FINAL SELECTION CANDIDATES. PLEASE ATTEND. YOUR ADVICE 

ESSENTIAL. 

VALLABHBHAl 
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Poona 
15 October 1945 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

The dates for the nomination of the Central .\ssembly mcm> 
bers are drawing near but I have not yet received the propo* 
sals from the provinces except from Kerala, which I have cir« 
culated amongst the members of the committee. But no reply 
has yet been areceived from them. I am afraid the priK'edure of 
circulation is cumbrous and lengthy. In many cases there will be 
more candidates than one for a constituency and there will be 
disputes. If I have to depend upon the procedure of circulation 
and wait for the replies from members I am afraid it would not 
be possible to dispose of the applications in time, nor is it |x)ssible 
to call a meeting where all mcml>ers can* attend in such a short 
time. Almost all the nomination dates are fixed in the last week 
of this month. There is therefore hardly any time for a meeting. 
Under the circumstances I will have no alternative but to give 
a decision according to my own light in case the replies are not 
received in time from the members of the committee. I have how- 
ever kept a meeting here on the 21st and if some members will 
come, it will be helpful. 

There is iu» change in the stale of my health as yet, but I 
propose to go to Koinbay on the 25th lor a week for the work 
which yon and the committee have entrusted to me and I hope 
to finish it largely during the course of that week. 

I have heard nothing about the Central Assembly propirsals 
from Bengal except Press reports saying that Sarat Babu is contest- 
ing the Central Assembly elections. I do not know what has 
happened there. Please ask the president of the BPCC to expedite 
the matter and to send me the proposals. 

There is some dispute about Surma V'allc) and I had received 
a complaint from the Assam Provincial Congress Committee. 1 
advised them to obtain your decision in the matter. I have not 
yet received the proposals from Assam also. 

I had received a letter from Dr. Rajendra Prasad suggesting 
some sort of a settlement proposed by Dr. Syama Prasad Mookcr- 
jee. He must have written to you also alx)ut it. I have opposed 

23 
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SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONDENCE 


the proposals very strongly and written to Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
that the Congress cannot afford to enter into any settlement with 
the Hindu Mahasabha, which has no chance of winning any 
scat anywhere in the whole country. It would compromise our 
position without any compensating advantage. I do not know 
what advice you have given to him. 

Both of us arc anxious about your health. Please keep us in- 
formed about the state of your health and your activities and also 
take care of yourself. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Mnulana Alxil Kalam Azad 
Calcutta 
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Calcutta 
21 October 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

Thanks for your letter of 15 October. I have already sent a 
registered letter to you, which might have reached by now. 

1. I could not go to Peshawar owing to indisposition, but 
Bhanju Ram Gandhi' and Abdid Qavyum^, secretary, PCC, had 
come to Lahore and had a detailed talk with me. But the 
condition of the [NW] Frontier is unsatisfactory, and the Leaguers 
are putting in their fidl weight there. They are badly in need 
of money also. They sliould he helped immediately. 

2. The Punjab and Bengal hold the key position in the present 
election. The result of the election will have far-reaching effects in 
future. The arrangement of the Punjab has been made to a 
certain extent and a board has been formed for the Muslim seats 
in Bengal. Both places need funds, specially Bengal, which will 
need the greatest amount. 

I wanted to begin the election fund on my arrival here, but 
had to postpone it owing to Puja holiday’s. However, it will be 
begun in the first week of November, but the work should not 
stop on this account. A cheque of Rs. 20,000 was presented to me 

* 

1 Congress MI.* A (NWFP) 1936; joined Cabinet as Finance Minister, September 
1937; resigned in 1939; rc-eircird to .Assembly, 1946 

2 Nationalist Muslim leader of WVFP; for some time Secretary of PCC and 
MLA; later defected to Muslim league 
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in Lahore. Though it was given to me, it was meant to be spent 
for the Punjab election. I wanted to send it to you, but now 1 
have kept it back so that it might be utilised ior urgent work 
here, if no other arrangement is made. Other arrangements would 
be possible in November only. 

I hope Bengal will collect a good amount for election, but it 
will not be sufficient for the actual demands, and it would be 
neccssar)' to get help from Bombay. The election campaign has to 
be carried on during this election in the Muslim majority prtivinces. 
We should spend the largest amount chiefly in these provinces. 

3. Mania Bakhsh, Maulana Mohammad Saditj and (R. K.) 
Sidhwa have written to me about Sind. A Muslim Nationalist 
Board has been formed there, and the conditions are hopeful, but 
it is necessary that they should also get monetary ludp. 

4. Rafi [Ahmed] Kidvvai' is doing the work in the I’l’, who 
will write to you about his requirements in this conneetion. I do 
not know' what has been done in Bihar by'Rajeiulra Babu, but a 
fairly strong Nationalist Board has been formeil there. It would 
achieve a gcKKi amount of success if it is duly hel|M'd. 

5. Abdur Rahman is working for Kerala, 1 know' nothing about 
the CP as yet. .All my attention is centered on Muslim maj<)rity 
provinces. 

f>. Your reply to Rajeudra Babu's h'tter is perfectly correct. 
All the workers of the UP, and all the Cougres.smen of Bengal 
hold the same view. We should follow this line of action un- 
flinchingly. I have taken full stin k of e\ cry place - theie is no 
chance for the Hindu Sabiia in any province. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K. A/.ad 
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Poona 
lb October 1915 


My dear Maulana Sahib, 

The AICC by its resolution No. VII has given directions 
for preparing an election manifesto to be placed Ireforc the tiext 

tjoincil Ojik||{rcs& during n*»ii-r<».<jprration mr>vt‘ir**'nt; inr'iiilKT aiid wl»i[» oi 
^'waraj party in Central Aneinbly, 1926-29; mcrnlnr, CWC, ttt iti; Minuter in LI*. 
1936-39 and 1946; member of CA and later Central .Minirtcr for C;<.mmunitaiHJn and 
Food 
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meeting of the AICC. But there is no possibility of the AlCC meeting 
being held in the near future. I had therefore asked Jawaharlal 
to draft a manifesto for the Central Assembly elections. He has 
been good enough to prepare and has sent it to me. It has been 
corrected by Bapu and I have seen it also. I am herewith 
enclosing a copy of it [See enclosure with No. 6] for your 
approval which may please be conununicated to me by wire. 
As soon as your reply is received I will get it printed and circulate 
it amongst the various provinces. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Calcutta 
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Calcutta 
26 October 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Congress 

Bombay 

RECEIVED ELECTION MANIFESTO TODAY. I AGREE. PLEASE PUBLISH. 

ABULKALAMAZAD 
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Calcutta 
16 October 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I received your letter addressed to the Delhi address when I 
reached Lahore, but owing to pressure of work and indisposition 
I could not get time to look into the correspondence. The delay 
in reply could not be helped, which I hope you would not mind. 

The day on which we had to meet in Bombay, I got 
ill, and diarrhoea began all of a sudden. Dr. Gilder' and Dr. 
Mehta had examined me. Next day I went to Delhi, but the ail- 
ment continued and is still persisting. The treatment is going on. 

> Personal ph>-sk:ian of Gandhi, Patel and other Congress leaders; later Health 
Miniftcr in Bombay 
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CSonsidering the present condition, the reorientation of the 
Congress committee in Lahore is quite satisfactory, and it is 
hoped that work will go on smoothly till the formation of the 
new committees. 

I have sent a letter to Bapu in Hindustani, and have asked 
him to read out its contents to you also. I hope you have heard 
it, and would have formed an opinion in this respect. 

So far as the candidates of the Punjab Central Assembly are 
concerned, tlic candidature of Mr. Brijlal Nehru* might be consi- 
dered for the Lahore constituency. He is prepared to resign 
from Kashmir service. 

Raizada Hansraj- was the member rrv>m Juliundur, probably 
he does not want to stand now. Kishori Lai Sethi* wants to staml 
from that constituency. We have, however, to wait for the recom- 
mendation of the Punjab Provincial Committee. 

So far as the Muslim seats arc concerned, the success of the 
Ahrars* and the Unionists' seems to be* certain. I’hey may get 
two or three scats on the Congress ticket also. The Ahrars are, 
however, in great need of help. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K. Azad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 
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Poona 
2;i (h tuber IMf) 


My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have received your letter of the With inst. and 1 see that 
you arc still in very poor health. 

Bapu had your Hindustani letter to him reatl out to me 
as also his letter to you. 

t Former Auditor-General of Punjalt and cousin of Jawaliarlal Ncli.n, talhrr 
of B. K. Nehru, Assam Governor 

» Arya Samaj leader and senior OmBressman <if Punjali 

» Forest contractor of Kashmir; host of fiandhi an<l Nehni «m thrir vuits to 
Srinagar; member, Punjab I/?gHlative Council after mdependence 

« Members of miliunt Muslim p<ditk:al and religi.Mii orgamsalion fimnded m 

1928 

^ Members of Unionist Party of Punjab 
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I wrote to you that Mr. Brijlal Nehru liad withdrawn his 
proposal. Raizada Hansraj does want to stand from Jullundur and 
hb proposal has been recommended by the Punjab Provincial 
Ck>ngress Committee unanimously. I have sent all the proposals 
of the Punjab to you, but as they were not quite complete and time 
was very short I had wired to Maulana Daud Ghaznavi to come 
here, and he is arriving here this evening. I have consulted all 
the memlicrs by circular. I have also consulted Dr. Pattabhi 
and Shri Shankerrao Deo' who attended the meeting. The 
Punjab proposals will be disposed of tomorrow after consulting the 
president of the provincial [Congress Committee]. Diwan Chamanlal 
had also come here the day before yesterday, 'rentative decisions 
have already been taken by the committee. 

I am going to Bombay tomorrow and 1 had to dispose of the 
proposals so far received before leaving this place as there was 
pressure from all provinces for early disposal. Forty-three nomi- 
nations have already been sanctioned ami announced except from 
Bengal and Punjab iind two seals from Ma<lras. All others have 
been disposed of. 'Flu; largest number of complaints were from 
Madras, but I had called the president of the 'laniil Nad PCC 
and the secretaries ftf the .\ndhra and Kerala PCCs, and after 
consultation with them the Board unanintonsly disposed ol ten 
seats. 'I'lie remaining two will be disposed of on receiving further 
information which they will wire to im- after ne«essary enquiries. 

As for Bengal you and Prafulla (P. C'. Ghosh) may dispose 
of the matter after consulting the local leaders and inform me 
of the action taken by you. 

In the Punjab there are two Sikh seats of which one will be 
contested by Sardar Kapoor Singh on our behalf. He is a strong 
candidate anti we will win. But the other seat for which Sardar 
Sardul Singh Caveeshar was proposed will be contested by 
Sardar Snmpuran Singh on behalf of the Akalis’ and we arc sure 
to lose. The other two candidates proposed are stronger than 
Sardar Sardul Singh but even then they will not probably succeed. 
It is now proposed that Sardar Sant Singh’ who has subsequently 
applied and is a much .stronger candidate and is sure to win should 

1 C!oTii;rr!» trarirr fnmi Maiiarashtra; joincii ration mavcinciit in 

1920; mrmlx'r, AlCX' ami Wurkinjf (^ommillrr of Congress; Chairman, Reception 
CltMumitter, Fai/piir Clongrcjs, 1936; member of C‘A from Bombay 

2 Sikh devotees of colt founded by Guru Ciovind Singh (died 1708); now 
members of a ixjlitico-religious party of Sikhs 

S Nfctnlier of Central /Vssrmbly from Punjab with pro-Congi*css leanings 
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be set up for this constituency. I'his question will he decided 
tomorrow after consulting Maulana Ghaznavi. 

Re. the three Hindu scats. Al>out the one from .Ambala Divi- 
sion in which Babu Thakurdas Bhargava and Lala Shamlat are 
rival candidates, we will select Babu Thakurdas who is strongly 
recommended by Mr. Asaf Ali and with which recommendation 
the Board has agreed. I'lic other scat will be contested by Raizada 
Hansraj. The third is a didicult one and Maulana Gha/.navi had 
wired to me to persuade Diwan Chamanlal to stand. In case 
he declines I should keep the question open. lk»th C'hamanlal and 
Maulana Gha/navi will be consulted tomorrow and I will com- 
municate the decision to you. yM'tcr this consultation they will 
have to go back straight to Lahore tomorrow because the nomi- 
nation date is very near. 

This will dispose of all the Central Assembly selections, ex- 
cept Bengal. 

I am going to Bombay for a week tomorrow afteriKKm and 
will write to you after my return from ^loml)ay. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai I’atel 

Maulana Abul Kalam A/ad 
Calcutta 


28 

Calcutta 
19 October llHf) 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

The following matters arc to be taken into consideration in 
connection with the Central Assembly election: 

1. Mr. Maula Bakhsh has sent a letter to me from Karachi, in 
which he wants to draw the attention of the Board to the candi- 
dattire of Sri Krishna Lulla, who h:is already sent his application 
to the local election hoard. It is, however, not known with 
what remarks his application woultl be forwarded by the local 
lx>ard to the Central Board. Maula Bakhsh has sent a copy of 
Lulla’s application to me, which 1 am sending u» you. What 1 
have to say to you in this rcsp<*ct is that .Maula Bakhsh is very 
keen on this gentleman's nomination. He says that he was the 
right hand of his brother, and Nationalist .Muslims of Sind w<»uld 
get ample support from him. He insists on his lieing adopted as a 
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Congress candidate. If there be nothing i^ainst this man, vre 
should not turn down the request of Maula Bakhsh, as we depend 
wholly on Maula Bakhsli in Sind, and we have to deal with him 
during the election and aAer it. 

2. Sham Lai is the sitting member from Kamal*Ambala, but 
another man wants to contest this seat. I have directed him to 
put his case before the Punjab Board first. I do not know who 
has been recommended from the Punjab now. The man who 
wants to contest the seat of Sham Lai is said to have thrice op> 
posed the Congress candidates and has never taken part in the 
Congress movement. 

3. I had called here the representatives of Assam and Surma 
Valley. Now all their differences have come to an end, and it has 
been agreed upon that the work will be done by a single joint 
lioard. The nominations of Surma Valley will, however, be 
made by the Bengal Board, because it is under Bengal’s jurisdic- 
tion. 

4. The Assam and Suifna Valley lx>ard is demanding funds for 
the Muslim seats. It is necessary that our arrangements be com- 
pleted in this respect as soon as possible. 

5. A suitable arrangement [for] Muslim scats has already been 
made in the Punjab. I am doing the same fur Bengal also, but as 
no arrangement has yet been possible for the election fund, all 
the work is at u standstill and very valuable time is being lost. 
Please let me know without delay what you have done in this 
respect. 1 have not been able to do anything here, as the people 
have cither gone out for the Puja, or they are busy in its celebra- 
tion. 

6. Dr. [P. C.] Ghosh and Kiran Sankar Roy were carrying on 
conversation with Mr. Sarat Chandra Bose about the election 
l)oard while f was not here. I also continued it. Now a small 
lx>ard comprising Sarat Chandra Bose, Dr. Ghosh and Ashrafuddin 
Chowdhry has been formed. A bigger board will be necessary 
for the provincial elections. 

I have not yet recouped my health. It is rest which I need 
most, but I am not getting it anywhere. Kindly let me know 
the present state of your health. I hope you would recover 
complete health through the treatment at Poona. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K. Azad 
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Ciilcutta 
23 October 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

Thanks for your last letter. I agree with the list of candi- 
dates which you have sent to ntc. Only alroiit Dr. G: V. Desh- 
mukh, who is standing from the Bombay city, I have to make 
an inquiry. Is he the same Deshmukh who was the silting mem- 
ber, and who had issued malicious statements against Mahatma 
Gandhi? Moreover he has been breaking party discipline so often. 
If he is the same man, I think it will greatly damage Congress 
prestige to give him the Congress ticket. It has lieen repeatedly 
affirmed that only those persons will be allowed to contest the 
elections this time on behalf of the Congress who have taken 
part in the Congress movement and h;tve proved their worth 
at the time of test. I do not know how we shall be able to keep 
up to our standard if we approve such a man! 1 do not know 
what sacrifices he has made for the cause of the country. 

It is quite possible that this is some other person. How- 
ever, please let me know telegraphically about this matter. 

I am receiving telegrams from the Punjab that the scat of 
Sham Lai, the sitting member, is being allotted to 'riiakurdas. 
The Central Board will have to intervene if the Punjab l)oard 
has made such a recommendation. Sham Lai ami his family 
have always suffered for the Congress. It would be unjust to 
remove such a tried man. Thakurdas has always opposed 
Congress candidates, and always kept away from imprisonment. 
There could be no reason to give preference to such a man 
over Sham Lai. Thakurdas is the brother of Lala Gopichand 
[Bhargava].‘ It should be brought home to Lala Gopichand that 
it is not proper for him for his own sake t<i get his brother’s 


t CongrcM worker of Punjab since 1919; elected Ui Puiyab l.eKiilaiive Assembly 
in 1937 and again in 1946; Prime Minister of Punjab, 1947-51 
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name adopted by the Congress. People have begun to say that 
he is using his influence unduly for his brother. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K. Azad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

PS. 

In the first instance, the Board was formed in Calcutta ver^' 
late and the other difficulty is that Sarat Babu is in Shillong, from 
where he will come here on the 28th or 29th. The result is that 
no names have yet been Anally settled. It is hoped that it will be 
done on 28th or 29th instant. As no time will be left to send 
them to Poona, I shall accept them on behalf of the Central 
Board. 

Azad 
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Calcutta 
25 October 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Congress House 
Bombay 

WIRED YESTERDAY POONA ABOUT B. DAS [cUTTACK] APPEAL AGAINST 
REJECTION HIS NAME. PLEASE RECONSIDER. HE IS QUITE FIT FOR WORK. 

ABULKALAMAZAD 
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26 October 1945 

Dear Maiilana Sahib, 

I have received your letter of the 21st instant today. Your 
telegram about Mr. B. Das of Orissa was received late last night 
and I have replied as under: 

‘COMMITTEB REJECTED B. DAS FOR GOOD REASONS. CALLED FOR SUBSTtrUTB 
WHOSE NAME ALREADY SANCTIONED AND COMMUNICATED. IMFOSStRLE CHANGE 
NOW.’ 
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Mr. [H. K,] Mahtab’ had dtacussed this matter with me 
while he was at Poona and he himself was opposed to his nomi- 
nation. Apart from his being physically not quite fit for being 
sent to the Central Assembly, there were other reasons also. 
Subsequently, no doubt, his name was recommended as no other 
candidate probably was available within the short period of 
the notice for application. But the committee at Poona considered 
the whole question carefully and wired to Slui Mahtab to send 
fresh proposals which were eventually received and sanctioned by 
the committee. The proposal was communicated to Shri Mahtab 
and also to the candidate. It was therefore impossible at tltis stage 
to make any changes as suggested in your telegram. Mr. B. Das 
was also informed about the decision of the committee. 

About the Frontier I am arranging for help immediately. 

In the Punjab, the Akalis are on the warpath. They have 
started violence in public meetings. The two candidates selected 
by us are fairly strong and the Akalis have lust their temper. 
Maulana Daud Ghaznavi and Diwan Cli&manlal had Ix>lh come 
to me at Poona and we have fixed up the nominations in consul- 
tation with them. They have accompanied me to Bombay and 
both of them left yesterday for Lahore. Dr. Gopichand is here 
at my instance for securing financial assistance from here for the 
Punjab. He will be returning back after a couple of days. 

The Bengal Central Assembly elections arc a little later than 
in other provinces. I have not yet received the proposals from 
there. The provincial elections will, I believe, take place in 
February or March. But no programme has yet been announced. 
Sarat Babu is still at Kurseong. I believe he has written to you 
about his talks with the Muslim groups. But unfortunately you 
are not in a fit state of health. Unless you, Prafulla Babu, Sarat 
and the Muslim leaders meet and decide as to the whole plan 
of action in Bengal we cannot sec our way clearly. You may 
also be able to ascertain roughly what should be the amount 
required for fighting the elections in Bengal. There should be no 
difficulty in raising the money required from Bengal, but even if 
there is any difficulty we can meet with it if we have some idea 
about your requirements there. 

It is good that you have kept the cheque for Rs. 20,000 pre- 
sented to you in the Punjab for the work to be done there at present. 

> MLA (Bihar and Orwsa) in 1924; President, Utkal PCC. I'll!) and 1917; 
roember, CWC, 1938-46; Chief .Minister, Orissa, 19«>-'i0; Ontral Governnirni 
Minirter, 1950-52; Governor of Bombay, 1955-56; Chief Minister of Oisu. 195740; 
member of CA from Orissa, 1946-50 

S.C.-II-3 
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Your telegram about selecting Shri Krishna LuUa from Sind 
for the Central Assembly at the suggestitm of Maula Bakhsh 
was also received very late after the decision of the committee was 
communicated to the Sind Provincial Congress Committee. I have 
wired to Jairamdas [Doulatram]' if it is possible to readjust the 
matter in the li^t of your recommendation. But 1 fear they 
would not be able to do so at this late stage. 

The Hindu Mahasabha has been creating unnecessary trouble 
by putting up candidates everywhere. In Bombay they have at 
the last momeijyt put up two worthless candidates, the principal 
one of whom was defeated badly in a municipal by-election last 
year. But for this nominal opposition there would have been no 
contest in Bombay. But this will involve us expenditure for 
nothing. 

In Gujarat so far as the Central Assembly is concerned, our 
candidates go unopposed. So in Mahakoshal. But in Maharashtra, 
the Hindu Mahasabha has been opposing us. Probably they will 
do so except in Gujarat and Mahakoshal. 

1 have also received a letter from Rajen Babu asking for 
financial help, and I am arranging to meet this demand 
immediately. 

Arrangements are also being made for Assam. Prabhu Dayal 
came here yesterday as 1 had written to him from Poona. I 
have seen his requirements and there will be no difficulty alx>ut 
that province at all. I have advised him to contest all the 
Muslim seats. They had at first decided not to contest a large 
number of Muslim seats for fear of financial difficulties. But I 
have advised them as above and they have accepted my advice. 

At present I am concentrating on my work here and later on 
when 1 am able to leave the clinic at Poona, I will go to some 
other places where it would be necessary for me to go for finishing 
my work. 

In Delhi also I hear from Mr. Asaf Ali that the Hindu 
Mahasabha is putting up a candidate against him. I do not know 
whether this kind of opposition is intended to coerce us to enter 
into a settlement with them or whether there is any other object 
bcliind it. 

What docs the Hindu Mahasabha propose to do in Bengal 
about the Central Assembly seats? 

1 Member, AICC. 1917-41; MLC (Bombey), 1927-29; Genend Secretary. 
AlCC, 1931-34; Member, Congrem Woriniig Gammittee; member, CA, 1946; Bihar 
C^vemor, 1947; later Union Food Mmiiter and Governor, Aaam 
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I hear reports that you intend to go according to medical 
advice for rest somewhere ouuide Bengal. Please let me know 
what is the truth about this matter. 

Hoping you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai 
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TELEGRAM 

Calcutta 
26 October 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Congress 

Bombay 

THAKURDAS BHARGAVA’s NOMINATION OBJECTIONABLE. HAS ALWAYS 
OPPOSED CONGRESS CANDIDATE. NEVER PARTICIPATED MOVEMENTS. 
NEVERTHELESS GOPICHAND’s BROTHER. I CANNOT AGREE SUCH 
NOMINATION. 

ABULKALAMAEAD 
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MAULANA AZAD’S .MESSAGE FOR SARDAR PATF:!. THROUGH APH 

Calcutta 
28 Octoljer 1945 

THE SITTING MEMBER FROM AMBALA-HISSAR IS A TRIED AND TRUSTED 
MAN OF THE CONGRESS. HE HIMSELF, ALONG WITH HIS SON AND 
DAUGHTER-IN-LAW, HAS CONSTANTLY BEEN GOING TO JAIL, AND HAS 
NEVER STAYED BACK IN ANY MOVEMENT. THAKURDAS HAS DONE NO 
SUCH SERVICE. HE OPPOSED CONGRESS CANDIDATES THRICE, AND 
ALWAYS KEPT HIMSELF ALOOF FROM IMPRISONMENT. NOTHING CAN 
BE SAID IN HIS FAVOUR FROM THE CONGRESS POINT OF VIEW EXCEPT 
THAT HE IS THE BROTHER OF LALA GOPICHAND. PERHAPS THESE 
FACTS WERE NOT BROUGHT TO YOUR NOTICE. KINDLY REVISE THE 
SELECTION OF THAKURDAS AND ANNOUNCE THE NAME OF SHAMI.AL. 
SHAMLAL HAS APPEALED AGAINST THIS SELECTION. I AM AWAITING 
YOUR REPLY. 

* AmciMed PrcM of India, domeMic ne«vi agency o«irned by Reoler; oooverled 
into Rrea Tnitt of India after independence. 
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&VROAR PATEL’S MESSAGE FOR MAULANA AZAD THROUGH API 

Bombay 
29 October 1945 

YOUR MESSAGE . RECEIVED LATE LAST NIGHT. REGRET IMPOSSIBLE 
REVISE DECISION. FOUR MEMBERS OF CENTRAL BOARD OUT OF SEVEN 
VOTED FOR THAKURDAS. TWO ACQUIESCED IN THE DECISION. 
COMMITTEE CONSIDERED QUESTION THOROUGHLY. AWAITED YOUR 
REFLY TILL 22nD EVENTUALLY DECIDED AND DECISION WAS ANNO- 
UNCED 24TH. 

I HAVE NO AUTHORITY UPSET COMMITTEE’S DECISION NOW AS THAT 
WOULD TANTAMOUNT TO VOTE OF CENSURE AGAINST COMMITTEE 
AND WOUIJ) RESULT IN SERIOUS REPERCUSSIONS CENTRAL BOARD AS 
WELL AS LOCAL. 

REGARDING YOUR TELEGRAM ABOUT SIND CANDIDATE JAIRAMDAS 
WIRES — MAN RECOMMENDED BY YOU COMES FOURTH IN ORDER OF 
MERIT OUT OF FOUR CANDIDATES AND LIKELY TO LOSE SEAT IF 
ACCEPTED. 
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Poona 
6 November 1945 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

On my return from Bombay on the 3rd evening, I learned 
from Bapu that you propose to call a meeting of the Working 
Committee at Calcutta on or about 16 December. A subsequent 
letter from Prafulla Babu indicates your intention to keep it in 
the last week of December. As it is, the middle of December will 
in itself be late, but the end of December will be too late. I 
expected that you will keep it in the first week of December 
when Bapu reaches there. You know we have promised a mani- 
festo to the AICC for the provincial elections. The elections in 
some provinces will be in early January and we must be ready 
with the manifesto. It all depends upon your health, and if you 
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•re goii% out for a change then it would not be possible to keep 
the meeting earlier. 

About the Central Election Board, an early meeting is very 
necessary. We have to decide our attitude regarding the propo- 
sals for nominations for the provincial elections. In Sind they 
have already made some tentative proposals and I expect they 
will be submitting them to us shortly. These proposals will be 
of a very controversial nature and it would not be possible to 
dispose of them by correspondence. I, therefore, propose to call 
a meeting here on Friday, 16 Novemljer, and settle the ques- 
tion of policy to Ije adopted in the matter of these elections. As 
far as the Central Assembly was concerned, we had decided that 
the provinces should send their proposals with tlieir report and the 
final selection was to he made by us. In several provinces the 
old committees arc out of touch with the present-day atmetsphere 
and they do not enjoy the confidence of the real workers of the 
Congress. If the selection is to be left to the provinces 1 am 
afraid there will be serious trouble and it (Will l>e diflicult to im- 
pose discipline. If the final selections are to lx: made by the 
Board, we must send our instructions to the provinces as s<H>n 
as possible and we must also decide al>out the procedun* t(» be 
adopted by our Board in this belialf. Regarding the Central 
.\sscmbly elections, we had very little time and tlierelbre some 
of the complaints were received c\en after the nomination date 
was over. ^ far as the provinces arc concerned such difiiculty is 
likely to arise if wc delay the decision regarding the prcKcdure U» 
to be adopted in this matter. 

I know that you would not be able to leave Calcutta or |,>erhaps 
you will be going soon to some place for a change. Hence your 
coming to any place for the meeting is impossible. But if the 
rest of the members meet and discuss amongst themselves all the 
different points involved in the matter of selection of provincial 
nominations, it would be easy for the Board to make a report 
for your advice and opinion, and then wc can come to some 
final decision. Wc may not take any decision in the Board till 
your approval is obtained, but the informal talks would Ijc very 
helf^ul. If you surest any other procedure I would unhesitat- 
ingly adopt it, but at present no other way occurs to me for the 
solution of this difficulty. I shall expect your reply whether the 
meeting should be called on the 16th or not by wire so that 1 
can communicate with other members of the Board in time. 

I have arranged to send a cheque of Rs. 25,000 from Bombay 
which you must have received by this time. Yesterday I received 
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Prafulla Babu’s letter giving me an idea of your joint delibera- 
tions about the estimate which I had asked for. His letter indi- 
cates a huge sum. Indeed, for one province alone it is staggerii^, 
but I shall try to do my best and see that our cause does not 
suffer on that account. 

Today Sarat Babu is coming in the afternoon and I propose 
to send this letter with him. 

I am expecting to hear from you where and when you are 
going for a change and when you expect to return, so that in 
case of emergency I may possibly communicate with you through 
a messenger. 

I hope you are taking care of your health. I am lea^dng this 
place for Bombay on tlie 19th. Bapu also goes on that day. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Calcutta 
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Calcutta 
6 November 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I have just received a cheque for Rs. 20,000 from Bombay. 
Please send me another cheque for Rs. 25,000 as soon as you 
receive this letter. I am leaving for Bindhachal tomorrow. Please 
send the cheque at the Bindhachal address. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K. Azad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 
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Poona 

11 November 1945 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have received your letter of the 6th inst. today and I am 
issuing instructions for sending you another amount of Rs. 25,000 
from Bombay as desired by you in your letter. Evidently you have 
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not received the letter I sent to you with Sarat Babu, probably 
because you had left Calcutta before he reached there. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 
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Bindhachal 
12 November 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

YOUR LETTER GALLING BOARD'S MEETING UNNECESSARY FOR DECtOlNO 
PROCEDURE. WE DECIDED AT POONA THAT CENTRAL BOARD WILL 
APPROVE PROVINCIAL CANDIDATES AND CONSULT PROVINCIAL RE- 
PRESENTATIONS. INTEND CALLING WORKING COMMITTEE AND BOARD’S 
MEETING BETWEEN TENTH AND FIFTEENTH DECEMBER. PLEASE WIRE. 

ABULKAI.AMA7.AD 
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Poona 

12 Novcmlxir 1945 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 

YOUR WIRE. CERTAIN PROVINCIAL PROPOSAIJi SPECIALLY SIND UNITED 
PROVINCES ASSAM BIHAR REQUIRE IMMEDIATE SANCTION. PLEASE 
AUTHORISE OR SUGGEST ALTERNATIVE METHOD SPEEDY DISPOSAL. WF. 
WOULD PREFER WORKING COMMITTEE [meeting] EARLY DECEMBER AS 
ALREADY TELEGRAPHED. 


VALLABHBHAI 
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Poona 

12 November 1945 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azacl 
Bindhachal 

IN VIEW URGENCT PREPARATION ELECTION MANIFESTO CONSIDERATION 
OTHER IMPORTANT PROBLEMS SUGGEST WORKING COMMITTEE MEETING 
CALCUTTA FIRST WEEK DECEMBER. 

VALLABHBHAI 

JAWAIIARLAL 
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TELEGRAM 

Bindhachal 

13 November 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

YOUR TELEGRAM. PREPARED CALLING BOARD AND CWC MEETINGS 
FIFTH DECEMBER CALCUTTA. 

ABULKALAMAZAD 
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TELEGRAM 


Poona 

14 November 1945 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 

YOUR WIRE THANKS. FIX MEETINGS FIFTH DECEMBER BUT SIND 
NOMINATION DATE FIRST DECEMBER. SANCTION ONE CLEAR WEEK 
BEFORE NOMINATION NECESSARY. SUGGEST SOLUTION. 
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VALLABHBHAI 
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Bindhachai 
Mirzapore 
13 Novei«l>cr 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I have come to Bindhachai, (District Mirzaporr, llP), since 
8 November. I could not get your letter in Calcutta because Mr. 
Sarat Chandra Bose reached there on the 9ih. It was sent to me 
here through a messenger, thus there was a delay of three days 
in the transmission. I have sent to you my opinion by an ex- 
press telegram immediately on receipt of the letter. 

You must remember that we. had decided in Poona and 
Bombay that -the names of the candidates for the Provincial 
Assemblies should also come to the Centre for approval, as this 
cannot be left to the present committees. We had also decided that 
the provincial representatives might also he called, if nerd be, for 
the consultation of the Central Board before the final approvid. 
It, therefore, seems to be unnecessary to call a meeting of the 
lx>ard to lay down the procedure. The procedure has already been 
settled, and the provinces arc also not unaw'arc of it. The only 
thing to be done now is that a date be fixed up to which time 
the recommendations of the provinces might reach the centre. 

I agree with you that the meeting of the CWC and the 
Board be called as soon as possible, 1 will fix it between 10 
and 15 December. It will be held in Calcutta, as Bapu is going 
there. 

Mathra Babu had come here with a letter from Rajendra 
Babu. Please send him a sum of Rs. 25,000 for the election fund. 
He is pressing hard for it. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K, Azad 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 


I Congre* Working Commiurc . chirf rxrcuiive t«dy of Ck.ngre» fwmH by 
the perty President after his election and responsible to the AltX;; now partly t. ecie 
imd partly nominated 
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Poona 

13 November 1945 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have received your letter of the 7th inst. along with the 
bills for Rs. 7,370/3/* today. I am issuing instructions for doing 
the needful in .the matter. 

We have sent you a telegram for fixing the meeting of the 
Working Committee early in the first week of December. In the 
meanwhile I received from you a reply to my letter which was 
sent to you through Sarat Babu. We considered the whole matter 
again and we came to the conclusion that an early meeting would 
be advisable. Another telegram was therefore sent to you. I am 
expecting your reply tpday. Jawaharlal has returned to Bombay. 

This morning I got a telegram from Sarat Babu reading: 

“MAULVI WAMUR RAHMAN CANDIDATE PRESIDENCY CUM BURDWAN AND 

MAULVI MOIIIUDDIN KHAN CANDIDATE RAJSIIAHI DIVOION MOHAMEOAN 

CONSTITUENCIES CENTRAL ASSEMBLY INFORMED ME AND PRESIDENT BPCC ON 

TENTH THAT THEY WOULD STAND ON CONGRESS TICKET AND NO OTHER 

TICKET. PLEASE APPROVE AND MAKE NECESSARY AN.NOUNCEMF.NT. 

SARAT BOSE*’ 

It would be a good thing if we can get two members on the 
Congress ticket for the Central Assembly. So far we have got 
none. 

Yesterday I had sent you a circular letter about the propo- 
sals of the Sind Provincial Congress Committee for the Provin- 
cial Assembly. Since then I have received some complaints 
about some of the proposals which will also be circulated today. 

You must have seen from the Press that Mr. [Abdullah] 
Haroon,' the League candidate, is being opposed by Mr. Rashid 
Ali,2 who has been expelled from the League. Haroon is a rich 
man and the contest is going to be very severe. Rashid Ali 

1 l.^admg merchant of Karachi and C!k>ngrrsiman, 1920-28; parted company with 
Congress to advocate separation of Sind from Bombay Presidency and later sup- 
ported Muslim League. 

2 Muslim Leaguer and man of letters and joumalbt, office-bearer of the Moslem 
Junuiit, Karachi 
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needs financial help. Mr. Vazirant' recommends him and he has 
also written to me promising his support to us after the election. 
He needs a big amount. 

Hope you are doing well and the change is doing you good. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 
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Bindhachal 
15 November 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Poona * 

AS SIND ELECTIONS VERY NEAR HOLDINC BOARD'S MEKTINO 2tTII AND 

WORKING [CJommittee] 26th allahabad. Calcutta climate very 

DETRIMENTAL MY HEALTH. IT WOULD GREATLY HELP IK WITHOUT 
RETURNING CALCUTTA I COULD DO IT. PLEASE CONSULT BAPU 
AND WIRE. 

ABULKAI.AMAZAD 
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Poona 

15 Noveml>cr 1945 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 

THIS MONTH OTHER MEMBERS ENGAGED ASSEMBLY ELECTIONS. 
DIFFICULT LEAVING THEIR PROVINCES. OANDHIJi’s PROGRAMME FIXED 
FOR SEVAGRAM TILL END MONTH. SUGGEST YOUR DISPOSING SIND 
PROPOSALS. 

VALLABHBHAI 

t Advocate of Karadu, Minsitcr in Alla Bux Ca b i n et in Sindi independent in 

politio 
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Poona 

15 November 1945 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have just received your telegram suggesting our meeting 
on the 24 at Allahabad. The members of our [Parliamentary] 
Board are all engaged in the Central Assembly elections in their 
respective provinces and they arc not in a position to break their 
engagements or to leave their province. I have got letters from 
both Rajen Babu and Pantji in which the former says that his 
programme is fixed till 5 December for his tour in the province 
and the latter also till the end of this month. Shankarrao [Deo] 
also has his programme fixed till the end of this month in 
Maharashtra and Nagpur. Dr. Pattabhi also is busy with his 
election campaign as tiie Madras city election is on 1 December. 
It is therefore not possible for them to leave their provinces. 

Bapu has fixed his programme for Sevagram where several 
meetings arc kept during the last week of this month. Under 
the circumstances our meeting is out of the question in the course 
of this month. But we must dispose of the Sind proposals which 
arc urgent. I had wired to Dr. Choithram [Gidwani] to come 
to Bombay as soon as possible after the 19th with all the proposals 
including the applications rejected by them as also the complaints 
and protests. It is my intention to send all materials with a report 
to you at Bindhachal. 

Whether Dr. Choithram will come or not I do not know. 
I have wired to him yesterday but there is no reply. I would 
therefore suggest that you may dispose of the Sind proposals 
yourself in the manner you like, so that there may be no difficulty 
if we meet a little later. 

The proposals for the Scheduled Castes from the UP have 
been approv^ by me in anticipation of sanction as their date of 
nomination was on the 10th. Most of these seats have been con- 
tested and others have filed their nominations. 

The Assam Scheduled Castes' proposals have also been 
received and they are also such as would raise no controversy 
and the other members of the committee arc hardly interested 
in it. 

44 



CXmORHSS ANO ASSEMBLY ELBGTIONS 45 

The Bihar Scheduled CSastes* proposals arc also expected to- 
morniw. They may also be disposed of in accordance with the 
recommendation of the province as they are hardly such as would 
interest any other member outside the province. 

The proposals for the general constituencies from other pro- 
vinces will probably come in the first week of December or even 
later. So, if the Sind proposals are disposed of there would be no 
urgency for our meeting. I have therefore sent the following tele- 
gram to you in consultation with Bapu: 

-ran MONTH O-niER members ENaACF.n ASSEMHI.V ELKCTKINS UIFriCt'l.T 

LBAVtNO -niElR PROVINCES. OANDHIJl’s PROGRAMME FIXED FOR SBVAORAM 

TUX RND MONTH. SUOaSST YOUR DISPOSINi; UNU PROPOS.MS. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallahhbhai Fatel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 
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PiKina 

16 November 1945 

Maulana Abul Kalam A/.ad 
Bindhachal 

SIND GOVERNMENT REVISED PROGRAMME FIMNC 22 DECEMIIKR FOR 
NOMINATIONS. CAN FIX MEETING LATER. 

VALLABIIRHAI 
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24 November 1945 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

The Punjab nominations have at last forced your hands and 
you had to advance the date of the Working Committee meeting. 
It will interfere with your required rest. The Punjab nominations 
will probably be very controversial, but I have not yet received 
the proposals. They are busy with the Central Asseml>ly elections, 
and they will probably be free today. There arc two consti- 
tuencies about which decision will have to be taken immediately ; 
the one is about the university and the other about commerce. 
These elections are likely to take place earlier. For the university 
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seat, I hear that if Sjt. Bhim Sen Sachar' is asked to stand, 
we may get it uncontested, or even if there is a contest, there 
would be no difliculty about winning it. The present incumbent 
is Sir Manohar Lal.^ There is one complication in this afibir. 
Sjt. Bhim Sen’s father-in-law has declar^ his candidature for 
this seat. He is a title-holder, but is prepared to give up his title 
and accept the Congress ticket, if given. How far we can trust 
such people is a question. If Sjt. Bhim Sen is asked to stand, he will 
withdraw. This is what I have heard but 1 have got no proposals 
as yet. About .the other seat also, I have not received any 
proposals. If there is any proposal received here, I will communi- 
cate to you by telegram for your advice, if there is urgency. The 
remaining proposals will be disposed of when we meet at Calcutta. 

I hope your stay at Bindhachal has improved your health. 

The situation in Calcutta in the meanwhile has greatly 
deteriorated. There has been firing several times and unfortunately 
the students have shown great indiscipline. It compromises our 
position as a national organisation. The local leaders have not been 
able to control the crowds. This kind of indiscipline is spreading 
and we must take strong action to improve the situation in future. 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 
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Calcutta 
19 December 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Powerfarm 

Bombay 

THE MAN IS COMING FROM PUNJAB. PLEASE ARRANGE AS SETTLED. 

ABULKALAMAZAD 

^Joined non-co-openitton movement in 1921; Secretary, Punjab PCC» 1921; 
MLA (Punjab) 1939-45; Finance Minister (Punjab) 1946-49; Chief Minister, 1952-56; 
Governor of Orissa and Andhra Pradesh; High Commiuioner in Ceylon 

2 A prominent member of Unionist Party and Finance Minister of Puiyab 
before partition 



51 


21 December 1945 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I received your telegram of the 19th inst. yesterday evening. 
I have already sent a cheque for Rs. 50,000, but 1 am afraid 
we are wasting good money for nothing and Congress reputation 
will in the end suffer badly. I am enclosing herewith a Press cutting 
from which you will see what type of candidates are being put up 
by the Ahrar party in the Punjab for whom they want our help. 
From this cutting you will see that immediately the League 
candidates’ nominations were declared invalid, the Ahrar candi* 
dates, who remained on the scene and whose nominatioiu were 
declared valid, joined the Muslim League. It is very sad that 
such candidates are chosen to oppose the league. In any case it 
is very unwise that we should be mixed up with such a shady 
transaction. I would still request you to rtn:onsider the whole posi- 
tion and withhold the help. May I again remind you that my 
information is that the Ahrars will get no place except one or two 
in the Punjab? 

1 am afraid we have mishandled the whole Punjab situation. 
We have to fight the Akalis as there has been no settlement as 
was expected and we will not get more than 5 or (i scats after a 
good deal of expense which could be easily avoideti. 

Please excuse me for bringing these facts to your notice, but 
I have done so as I have been considerably oppressed by a feeling 
of failure in duty at a critical juncture in one of the most im|)or- 
tant provinces in these elections. I do not wish to blame anyliody 
but I do feel that if we continue to handle affairs in the same 
fashion, we will suffer a serious defeat in spite of such huge 
expenditure and a good deal of time and energy l>eing sf)ent 
over it. 

I trust your health has improved. 

My attention has just been drawn to a Press report fn»m Nag- 
pur wherein a very mischievous account has appeared about the 
election of the party leader in the Central Assembly. You must 
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have noticed it also. It appears in the Hindustani Standard of 
the 20th inst. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Calcutta 
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30 December 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Powerfarm 

Bombay 

PLEASE SEND ONE LAK» RUPEES TO SITARAM IlllfEDIATELY. 

ABULKALAMAZAD 
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Bombay 
1 January 1946 

Maulana Azad 
Bindhachal 

YOUR WIRE. ONE LAKH SENT TO [Sitaram] SEKHSERIA. PROPOSE 
CALLING ASSEMBLY PARTY MEETING EIGHTEENTH ELECTION BOARD 
MEETING SEVENTEENTH. WIRE CONSENT. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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1 January 1946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

Your telegram was received yesterday for sending a lakh of 
rupees to Sitaram Sekhseria, and I have immediately made arrange- 
ments by telephone accordingly. In the Press I read yesterday 
that Shamsuddin Ahmed has resigned from the Krishak Praja 
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Party and joined the Muslim League. It is difficult to rely upon 
anybody. This gentleman was meeting me at Calcutta and 
assuring me about securing a large number of scats if help was 
given. 

In the Punjab, the two parties are still quarrelling with in- 
creasii^ vigour. If Maulana Daud engages his personal secretary- 
for election work from one party, the other party wants him to 
keep another from their party. Tlicsc quarrels have been en- 
couraged and it has a very demoralising effect on tite general 
situation. I have got a wire from Maulana Daud today asking 
me to send Pandit Jawaharlal to the Punjab for nearly two 
weeks. I do not understand how this can l)c done and what 
advantage one could gain by such tours. At present Jawaharlal 
is going to Sind. His tours create a lot of cutluisiasm and huge 
crowds gather together, but these demonstrations have no value 
for the purpose of election, as they influence no voters in 
the Muslim constituencies. The Hindu voters need no en- 
couragement. • 

I have sent you a telegram this morning suggesting that the 
Election Board meeting should be kept on tlic 17th and the As- 
sembly Party meeting should be kept on the 18lh. 1 would have 
kept it earlier but as some members are nut free till the lUth, 1 
have suggested that date. 

Apparently you were detained at Calciittii longer than expec- 
ted. So your stay at Bindhachal will again be interrupted by the 
Delhi meeting. It is possible that wc may not get proposals from 
all the provinces by that time. The Andhra Provincial Congress 
Committee has already asked for more time. 

Rajaji’s affair has been settled, — for the time being, and if 
both parties abide by it loyally, things may improve. 

I hope you will improve by the change. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 


S.C.-II.4 
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Bindhachal 
2 January 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I had received your last letter in Calcutta. Before my de- 
parture I had sent a telegram to you to send money to Sitaram 
Seksaria. I hope you have arranged the needful. 

The affairs of the Punjab are in a muddle for the last several 
years. The only remedy was to release the Congress from the 
contending parties and infuse fresh blood in it. But when 1 
went and studied the situation on the spot, I felt that it was 
difficult to bring forward new men just at that time. Therefore, 
there was no way out but to keep the old element there, and to 
let in the new element to a certain extent as a balancing power 
till fresh elections of t^e Congress are held. I think that there 
could be no other method for the time being, and I hold the same 
opinion even now. 

I had advised Dr. Gopichand and Ghaznavi, when I was in 
Lahore, that if the Akalis left 16 or 17 seats for the Congress, 
they should not contest the remaining seats, and they could 
make a settlement with them on that basis. I have been giving 
them the same advice after my return from Lahore. In Calcutta 
too we directed them on the same lines; so much so that I told 
Ghaznavi on his departure from Calcutta to give up a few 
(2 or 3) more seats if there could be a settlement on that basis. But 
the fact is that the Akalis were not prepared to make any conces- 
sion or settlement. 

If we totally ignore Congressite Sikhs, the result would be that 
the Congress will lose all hold among the Sikhs, which is impos- 
sible for us to do. 

I fully appreciate your opinion about the Ahrars. No one has 
yet reached here on their behalf. I shall not do anything in this 
respect unless 1 am fully satisfied with the situation. 

Now I want to say a few words about the Bengal situation. I 
learnt after your departure from Calcutta that you have constituted 
a finance committee with full powers to do what they deem fit. 
Had I known that before, I would not have remained in the 
dark and would have adopted the necessary attitude. 
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I tried to devise a method of smooth working in CalcutU, 
but now I find that nothing would be achieved by this method, 
and all attempts would produce no appreciable result. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K. Azad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
68 Marine Drive 
Bombay 
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Bindhachal 
2 January 1946 

Sardar Patel 

Powerfarm . 

Bombay 

arranoino assembly party meetino eighteenth and election 

BOARD NINETEENTH. 

ABULKALAMAZAD 
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2 January 1946 

.My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I received your letter of 2nd inst. today. 

I am receiving complaints regarding the Punjab nominations 
even now but we can do nothing in the matter at this stage. You 
must also be receiving such complaints. 

Mauivi Gani has come here from Ludliiana and he wants 
financial help for the Provincial Assembly elections. He has not 
been authorised by anybody, but he is a mcmt.»cr of the election 
board. Last week I got letters from Maulana Daud and Dr. 
Gopichand asking for financial help. Yesterday I got a tclcplione 
message from SJt. Bhim Sen Sachar and he wants me to send 
Rs. 5 lakhs. Today I have got a telegram saying that they are 
sending Seth Sudarshan' for this purpose. This is a telegram signed 

^ Cihief Whip^ Congresi LcgfiiUitivc Party, Punjab, 1946-56; clo»c anociatc 
of Sardar Baldev Singh and Dr. Gopidiand Bhargava 
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by both Sjt. Sachar and Maulana Daud. Even in their demands 
t^y are not united and different people make different demands. 
Their estimates differ violently. In these circumstances to render 
proper help becomes so difficult that one does not know what to 
do. However, 1 am trying my best to help them. 

It seems impossible now to make any settlement witli the 
Akalis, and perhaps we must wait till the results are out. 

1 am surprised to read the last two paragraphs of your letter 
about the Bengal situation. I have done nothing there without 
your consultation and approval. 1 first wrote you a letter from 
Poona for the framing of a budget in consultation with Prafulla 
Babu, Sarat Babu and Kiron Babu. You four sat together and 
sent me the budget. After that I came to Calcutta and we formed 
the election board, after our work was over, and this was done with 
your full approval. When I left Calcutta, I gave the secretary 
of the board Rs. 50,000 and informed him of what 1 had given 
to you before. Nothing more was done by me and I know 
nothing of any finance committee being constituted there by 
anybody. For the first time 1 hear about it from you. 1 only told 
the board that for the proper spending of the help that 1 may 
be called upon to give, 1 will hold them responsible. That 
was natural because of our experience in the Central Assembly 
elections. 

I do not know what method you devised for smooth working 
in Calcutta and you have never told me anything about it. 

A Muslim board was formed after I left, of which I was not 
informed. Shamsuddin, the secretary of this board, joined the 
League immediately after that. This I have learnt from the news- 
papers. Another gentleman has been appointed in his place. 

My information, according to reports from Bengal, is that we 
can expect no more than about 8 to 10 Muslim scats. The rest 
will all go to the League. In my opinion, the proper course all 
over India would have been to contest the elections on Congress 
tickets. The independent machinery will give us no more scats in 
Bengal, but I have subordinated my opinion in these matters both 
in the Punjab and in Bengal and elsewhere to yours without 
question. Therefore, I do not know why you suggest that any 
finance committee has been appointed by me or that you have 
devised any method and that nothing would be achieved by that 
method and no appreciable result would be produced. 

I wired you for approval to fix meetings in Delhi on the 18th 
and 19th. In reply your tel^am came stating that you are 
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arran^g these meetings on those dates. I have not vet seen 
anything in the Press about it, nor do I know whether invitations 
have been issued or not. 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 
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TELEGRAM 


Bitidhachal 
5 January 194b 

Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

DO YOU AGREE HOLDING PARLIAMENTARY BOARD NINETEENTH? 
PLEASE WIRE BINDHACHAL. 

ABULKALAMAZAD 
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TELEGRAM 


6 January 1946 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 

YOUR WIRE. AGREE HOLDING MEETING NINETEENTH. HOPE YOU 
ARRANGED CALLING ASSEMBLY PARTY .MEETING EIGHTEENTH. 

VALI..^BIIIHIA1 
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8 January 1946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have received a letter from the Frontier where people 
want you for a couple of days in order to counteract whatever 
mischief that may have been done by Mr. Jinnah’s visit there. 
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I do not know whether you will be able to respond, pardculariy 
because of your health. 

Yesterday I got a telegram from you suggesting the holding 
of the Congress a month later than the announced programme, 
and also the change of venue from Delhi to Bombay. I am afraid 
the ptostponement of the Congress for a month will drive us into 
the heart of the hot season and would be very inconvenient to 
all. However, I have consulted the Bombay people and they are 
willing to undertake the responsibility if it is so decided, but the 
decision must be taken without delay. 

I have received a telegram from Asaf Ali this morning that 
the Delhi people want to stick to their decision of holding it there. 

Seth Sudarshan had come here and so had Gilani.' They 
had a frank talk in my presence. Some sort of understanding 
between the Akalis and the Congress appears to be jiossible and 
they have drafted some tentative proposals which they will take 
to Maulana Daud an^ the Akali Party there. If they all agree, 
settlement may secure us about 16 seats from the Sikh consti< 
tuencies, and perhaps improve the atmosphere. 

Sudarshan has brought a letter for a demand of money 
which is very large. He wants Rs. 6 lakhs and that demand is now 
supported by Maulana Daud. The previous day Maulvi Gani 
had come to me. His demand was that two lakhs would fully meet 
with their requirements. On that day I had a letter from Dr. 
Gopichand. He thought that a lakh and a half would be sufficient. 
These conflicting demands make our work difficult. For the pre- 
sent I have sent them one lakh and have asked them to sit to- 
gether and send me a joint demand agreed upon by all of 
them. If they agree, I will try my best to help them, but it is 
difficult to make them agree. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana .\bul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 


tB. S. Gilani, private secretary to Sardar Baldev Singh; also a spokeanuu 
of Chrutians 
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Bindhachal 
6 January 1946 

Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

ALL PROVINCES EMPHASISE INABILITY MAKING NEW COMMITTEES UPTO 
APRIL. JAWAHARLAL AND KRIPALANT FAVOUR REMOVING ANNUAL 
SESSION ONE MONTH FURTHER. I SUGGEST FIFTEENTH MAY BOMBAY. 
WIRE YOUR OPINION. 

ABULKALAMAEAD 
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7 January 1946 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 

ARRANGEMENTS BOMBAY POSSIBLE IF IMMEDIATE DECISION. MY VIEW 
MIDDLE APRIL ADVISABLE. LATER HOT SEASON FULL SWING. COM- 
MITTEES MUST FINISH ELECTIONS ACCORDING PROGRAMME ANNOUNCED. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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TELEGRAM 

New Delhi 
29 January 1946 

Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

REACHING KARACHI 3 1 ST. 

ABU LKALAMAZAD 
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Bombay 
11 February 1946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have not heard from you since you left Karachi. About 
your proposal to the League, its reaction can be seen from the 
attached cutting from the League’s mouthpiece in Calcutta. 

I am keeping the committee meeting from the 16th to consider 
proposals received from Nagpur, Andhra, Tamil Nad, Kerala and 
Orissa. It will take more than a week to dispose of these 
applications. I am afraid it will be a very troublesome job, but 
there is no other way. I have invited the members of the com- 
mittee, but I doubt whether anybody except Sjt. Shankarrao 
will come here. The nomination dates arc coming very near and 
I must finish them. 

Please let me know what has been done in Assam. 

Haji Moula Bux is coming here tomorrow and if there is 
anything to report, I will write to you. 

When are you going to the Punjab? The elections there will 
soon be over and you will have to be there in time. 

The food situation in the country has been very badly 
handled by the Government. The position is getting more serious. 
The Viceroy is recommending cutting down of rations which arc 
already not enough to sustain a normal human being. He has in- 
vited Bapu and Jinnah. Bapu is not in a position to go there, 
because of the strain on his health in Madras. I understand the 
Viceroy’s Secretary will sec him at Sevagram. He wants, probably, 
the public to co-operate in cutting down rations. How can public 
support a proposal which would result in starv'ing the people? 

I forgot to inform you that while I was at Karachi a demand 
for money came from Calcutta and my son has already remitted 
a very large portion of the budgeted amount. 

Hope you arc doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam .\zad 
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TELEGRAM 


Calcutta 
14 February 1946 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

YOUR MESSAGE [ScC CUcIoSUIt] AND TELFORAM. ATTI.NDINt; MEETtNlt 
IF POSSIBLE. BOARD MAY DISPOSE NOMINATIONS REMAINING PROVINCES 
after which I SHALL DISPOSE APPEALS IF ANY. 

ABULKALAMAZAD 


F,\CLOSl-RE 

SARDAR PATEL’S MESSAGE FOR MAULANA AZAI) THROI GH API 

YOUR telegram. THERE CAN HE NO APPliAt AGAINST CENTRAL BOARD'S 
DECISION. BESIDES, SUCH A COURSE WOL'LD ENCOURAGE INDtSCtPLINE AND ENDl^ti 
DISPUTES. BEST COURSE FOR YOU IS TO FLY lO IIOMRAY FROM DELHI. BAPU 
also will be in BOMBAY ON TUB 18tH AND I9t 1I. PUNJAB ELEimONS BEING 
DELAYED. YOU ARE NOT WANTED THERE TILL 2r)TH. PLEASE REPLY. 

DR. CHOITHRAM* AND NICH ALDAS ARE MEE'ITNO YOU AT Dl Llll AND < (»NVKVINO 
all INFORMATION INCLUDING MR. [O. M.] SYED’s* INTERVIEW WITH GOVERNOR. 
HE HAS VIOLATED PARLIAMENTARY CONVENTION AND ISSUED PRESS NOTE f'O.NTAINlNO 
FALSE STATEMENTS. ALSO ACTED AGAI.NST THE VK f ROV’s PROMISE TO YOU THAT 
GOVERNORS WILL DEAL FAIRLY AND NOT INIKHPEKF. PUBLIC MFETINO GIVING 
THREATS IMMEDIATELY AFl'ER FORMATION OP MINISTRY PRESIDED 0\TR BY 
LIAQUAT BNCOURAOFJ VIOLENCE AND TROUBLE. VICEROY MAY BE INFORMED 
ACCORDINQLY. 


^ Chotthram Gidwani, ConRrc» leader of Sind; president, Sind P<X2 before 
independence; chief spokesman of Sind in Con^rcii organisation 

2 Prominent leader of Muslims in Sind opposed to .Muslim I-rague 
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MAULANA AZAD’S MESSAGE TO SARDAR PATEL THROUGH API 


Calcutta 
14 February 1946 

YOUR MESSAGE. OWING TO ILLNESS MY PROGRAMME IS STILL UN- 
SETTLED. THERE IS NO OTHER WAY BUT THAT THE BOARD MAY 
GIVE ITS FINAL DECISION. 
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Calcutta 
19 February 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I caught fever on my arrival at Shillong, which is still per- 
sisting. 

The differences between the Assam Valley and the Surma 
Valley have gone deep in Assam, and now every’ question is viewed 
from the same point of view. The rivalry of these groups went 
on in regard to Ministry also, and as you know, other groups had 
their demands too. However I have tried that these sentiments may 
not surge up any further, so that the demands of various groups 
as well as the efficiency of the Cabinet may not suffer. A great 
deal of success has, therefore, been achieved, and so far as I 
could gauge, I have found that the whole province was satisfied 
and happy over it. Basanto Babu has been taken in the Ministry, 
Mr. Sarma has been nominated for Speakership from the Assam 
Valley, who will prove a suitable person for it. 

Only one man, Abdul Mutalib, out of the three National- 
ist hfuslims returned to the legislature, deserved to be included in 
the Ministry. He has, therefore, been taken. The remaining two 
seats have been kept vacant. Sir Mohammad Sadullah' has been 
told that if he co-operates with the Congress party to work out 
its parliamentary programme, then the Congress will gladly 
include two of his men in the Ministry. I have prepared Sadullah 

1 Miiilim League leader of Assam; member of Assam Governor's Executive 
Council before provincial autonomy; appointed Prime Minister of Assam after 
resignation of Congress Ministry in 1939 
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for this, but Jinnah will probably not agree to such a proposal. 
Hovrever, we have clarified our position. 

On my arrival here I got a message of the Viceroy that he 
desired to meet me. If I get fit 1 shall leave for Delhi on the 
15th. After which I may have to go to Peshawar and Lahore. 
Under the circumstances it is difficult for me to get time to go 
to Bombay. You have called the Parliamentary Board on the 
16th. It should finish the work of the remaining provinces. If 
any appeal will be filed in this connection, you would send it to 
me, and I will decide it in consultation with you. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K. Azad 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Cktng^ress House 
Bombay 
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Bombay 
23 February 1946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

In continuation of our telephonic conversation yeslenlay, I 
feel bound to make it clear that the nomination of Sjt. Pantlry is 
nothing but an unexpected letting dow'n of the Central Bf»ard and 
a total disregard of ordinary' courtesy. If you wanted^ to c hange 
the decision, you should have at least consulted us. Fhe analogy 
of the change in the UP decisions is not at all applicable here. 
That question was settled at the time when the decisions were 
taken by the Board and the matter was left open in certain cases; 
even there it was decided that nothing is to be done without con- 
sulting the provincial leaders, including Pantji, one of the mem- 
bers of the Board concerned. In Mahakoshal no siich^ reservation 
was made. There can be no appeal against the decision ol tne 
Board, including you as chairman, and if such authority were 
vested in you, there should have been a specific provision in the 
Working Committee’s resolution. Besides, if you were the api^i- 
late authority, you cannot at the same tirnc be the 
of the Board, whose decisions arc appealable to you 
is a strange procedure and your action has lowerci P ■. 
in the eyes of the people of that province. 1 enclose hcrcwit 
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copy c€ a letter received from [R. S.] Shaklaji*, who was also 
not consulted by you. I had issued a public statement that the 
decisions of Mahakoshal are final and are not appealable and 
hence there will be no change. You referred to certain documents 
in your telephonic conversation, which were shown to me also. 
Sjt. Chedilal was here and he had explained to me about it. 
Sjt. Pandey was also here and I had seen Sjt. Kishorelal Mashru- 
walla.2 They were informed that there will be no change. I had 
not the slightest idea that they will come to you and get a rever- 
sal of the Board’s decision. If I had known that they were to 
come to you, I would have written to you about it. I had also 
seen your Press statement to the effect that these decisions were 
final. If you had taken all the powers alone and disposed of all 
the nominations, nobody would have been more glad than my- 
self. The procedure adopted in this case is such that I cannot 
understand it at all. 

From your conversation on the phone, I also understood that 
my coming to Lahore is likely to embarrass you and that I should 
rather not go there. But for Maulana Daud’s invitation to go 
there, I would not have agreed to do so, particularly in my 
present state of health. In Sind also, I went there because a 
special messenger came to call me simultaneously when another 
came to Delhi to call you. If you had cx])rcsscd the slightest 
desire that I should not go, I would have agreed with the greatest 
pleasure. But I feel from your conversation that I have lost your 
confidence and therefore you don’t want me to go there. I do 
not wish to say anything about what has been represented to you 
and about the group that has given you that impression but the 
least that I could do in the circumstances is that in view of your 
attitude I propose to immediately tender my resignation from 
the Central Board as well as the Working Committee. I should 
be grateful if you will relieve me without any delay as my conti- 
nuance in the present state is likely to give me constant mental 
trouble and anxiety. I regret ver^*^ much to say that I have to 
take this action at a very critical juncture but I feel that the 


1 KnterH Legislative Council of C.entral Provincet in 1923 as member of 
Swaraj Party; Minister of Education^ July 1937; Premier, August 1938; Chief 
Minister of CP after Independence and later of reformed State of Madhya Pradesh 
until 1936 

S Exponent of Gandhimn philosophy; editor, Young India, and Harijan ; member, 
ZMt Husain Committee on Basic ^ucatiem 
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‘J** ^.“!i f “* “y une*pec- 

ed and undeserved and lienee no alternative is left to me. 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
C/o Frontier PCC 
Peshawar 
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Peshawar 
23 February 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

WOULD BE EXTREMELY HELPFUL IF YOl> COULD KINDLY COME 
LAHORE. OTHERWISE DO FLY TO DELHI AT LEAST. STAYINU DELHI 

25th 26th. 

ABULKALAMA/.AD 
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Bombay 
25 February 19*16 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
New Delhi 

YOUR WIRE. REGRET CANNOT LEAVE BOMBAY. PLEASE REFER MY 
LETTER 23rd ADDRESSED PESHAWAR COPY DELHI. JAWAIIAR JUST 
ARRIVED. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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Camp Lahore 
28 February 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I have received your letter of 23 February 1946. 1 am 

extremely sorry that you were put to so much trouble owing to 
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this affair. 1 assure you that I had not viewed this matter in the 
light you have taken it, nor was I under the slightest imprenion 
that I am taking a decision against the decision of the BoRrd. 
You are aware that I had received appeals of certain candidates 
for the Central Assembly as well, and there was a case about which 
I had personal knowledge and I held quite a contrary view about 
it to that of the decision of the Board. Nevertheless, I did not 
like to take any action on it, more than that I apprised you of 
my impressions. And when you replied that a change would 
be improper, I accepted your view unhesitatingly, and rejected 
the appeal. Under the circumstances it is obvious that there 
could be no reason for me to adopt a different attitude in this 
matter, or would have knowingly desired to undermine the pre- 
stige of the Board. You can never expect such a thing from me. 

We are working together for the last 26 years in perfect 
unison. Every morning and evening of our public life has passed 
in amity and concord. We should not hurry in forming opinions 
against one another. 1 always expect a generous attitude from 
you and other co-workers, and [I] think that I deserve it. 

The whole affair is detailed below: 

We had made final selections of the candidates of several 
provinces in Delhi. But at the same time complaints were re- 
ceived from the candidates that the provincial Boards had not 
published or informed them of their decisions before, and therefore 
they said that they did not get an opportunity to appeal to the 
Central Board, if they wanted to do so. We had felt the weight of 
these complaints and had formed the opinion that we will reconsider 
on appeal special cases deserving a revision of the Delhi selections. 
Accordingly 30 appeals were received from UP, and out of them 
I admitted eleven and changed the previous decision. 

Like UP, telegrams and letters of protest began to pour 
in from Mahakoshal also. Every letter complained that the 
provincial board had not made its decisions public, and the list 
was published in the local papers only on 5 February, and 
therefore they wanted to have a chance for appeal. I did not 
take any notice of the complaints. But when I returned from 
Shillong, this new appeal came before me, and I had occasion 
to go through all the papers and the circumstances. I was totally 
unaware of the fact that the case had already been considered 
by you, nor I came across any statement from you about the 
finality of decisions about Mahakoshal. On considering the 
appeal I concluded that sheer injustice was done to the appellant. 
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Even then I did not give my dedsion immediately. I wired to the 
provincial board and awaited a reply for Hve day*. As no 
satisfactory reply was received, I decided U»e case according to 
my judgment. Had you informed me in time, I would ceruiniy 
have not liked to interfere. 

tell you once again that 1 am really very sorry over this 
situation, and assure you that whatever was done was due to the 
fact that 1 did not know of any announcement of the Board in 
this respect. 

Appeals are still pouring in from Madras and Andhra; but 
I have given a statement to the Press that the appeals will be 
heard no more. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. K. Azad 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Congress House 

Bombay , 
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Bombay 
6 March 1946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

1 have received your letter of 28 February today. 

I know that you had received appeals of certain candidates 
for the Central Assembly and in one case you difl'ered from the 
decision of the Board but at that time also I had made it clear 
that no appeal can be entertained by you on the decisions of the 
Board. I do not know how you have got such an idea even 
now. 1 may also bring to your notice that in that particular 
case, the papers were circulated amongst the meml)ers of the Board 
who were not likely to attend and they had sent their opinion. You 
were also informed that the proposal of Sjt. Bhargava in that 
case was strongly supported by Sjt. Asaf Ali, who had personal 
knowledge about the merits of the candidates concerned. You 
had not sent your opinion in lime and the Board finally decided 
after consulting Maulana Daud in Poona. This decision was 
announced and also communicated to the candidate concerned. 
Supporters of the rejected candidate approached you at Calcutta 
and you insisted on a change till the last moment on the ground 
of your having received an appeal. 
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Yoa did not conceal your res<»tment against the decision 
of the Boftrd and gave vent to your feelings when we met at 
Calcutta, in the presence of some of the interested parties, but 
1 thought it better to keep quiet at that time. You are certainly 
entitled to claim a generous attitude from us and I have done my 
best to do so, but you must also make allowance for an honest 
difference of opinion. You cannot insist that your opinion is 
the only correct one. In the Punjab we honestly held different 
opinions but you have never recognised that there is scope for 
such a difference of opinion in that matter and you have missed 
no opportunity to remind us about it. 

You are certainly entitled to a generous attitude from us; 
personally I have done my best to do so. In the Punjab I have 
differed strongly from you in the matter of the election campaign 
on many points, including the question of financial help to be 
given to the Congress party. I was expected to help them only in 
the matter of Muslim constituencies. In this they have lost all 
[along] the line and I 'knew that they were going to lose. They 
insisted on financial help being given for non-Muslim consti- 
tuencies and tried to put pressure on me through you. 1 have 
agreed without hesitation to whatever you suggested in this connec- 
tion. They have avoided all responsibility but as you were all 
working against heavy odds, I thought it my duty to accept your 
suggestions witliout question. In the matter of selection of candidates 
in the Punjab also, we had differences but we have endorsed 
everything that you have done without the slightest hesitation. 

No doubt there were complaints received by you from various 
provinces but they were received by us also. I may be permitted 
to say that these appeals and protests have been encouraged by an 
impression that has been created all over that the President can 
hear appeals over the decisions of the Board. Somehow or other, 
you have held that idea in spite of my protests from the time 
of the Central Assembly elections. 

In the UP the position was different and I have already 
written to you about it in my last letter. In the case of the GP 
your decision has been arbitrary and ex parte. I have already 
sent you a copy of Shuklaji’s letter from which you must have 
seen that he was assured by me several times that the decisions 
of the Central Board in Mahakoshal were final and not liable 
to any change. You were a party to the decision and there was 
no reservation for reconsideration or review, nor was any notice 
given to us about the proposed change. 
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Yew noa-interfcrence in the matter of appeals pouriitg in 
from Madras and Andhra referred to in your letter cannot in 
any manner justify the arbitrary and ex parte decision in Maha> 
koshal ignoring the Board altogether. I am afraid you have 
not realised the ridiculous position in which we are placed in 
the whole of that province. 

Perhaps it may be that your approach to these questions is 
different from mine and tlierefore it is difficult for me to under* 
stand or appreciate it. It would therefore be better' to relieve 
me from this embarrassing position altogether, as early as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
President 

Indian National Congress 
New Delhi 


s.a 11*5 
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Allahabad 
31 October 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I am wnung to you about a matter which distresses me 
somewhat, although there is not much that you can do about 
it. Everywhere that I go I see tremendous enthusiasm for the 
Congress and at the same time some kind of a hiatus between 
the local Congress group in control and the general public. In 
many places these old committees, which are still functioning, 
are out of touch with most of the people who functioned during 
the last three or four* years. The recent rules asking them to 
co-opt members to fill vacancies have, curiously enough, worsened 
the situation. The people co-opted have often been specially 
chosen to strengthen the old group. Tliere are cases of persons 
being co-opted who indirectly opposed the movement or apologised 
or indulged in black markets and the like. The result is great 
dissatisfaction with the ruling g^up. 

I am speaking from personal knowledge of my own province 
which in many ways is better organised than several other provinces. 
I imagine conditions are much worse in some other provinces. 

In the Punjab I am very dissatisfied with recent develop- 
ments. I know a large number of enthusiastic young people who 
are simply not allowed to work. For my part I have no time 
and no inclination to enter into local squabbles. 

I have been receiving many telegrams of protest against the 
nomination of candidates for election from various provinces. 
No doubt you have received far more and are in a better 
position to judge. I cannot, however, help feeling disturbed at 
some of the choices made or proposed in the Punjab, in Bengal 
and in Sind. I earnestly trust that people who have played us 
false in the past will not be encouraged now. 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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Yours, 

Jawaharlal 
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Poona 
4 November 194& 

My dear Jawaharlal, 

I have received your letters of the 30th and 31st ultimo. 

There is no doubt considerable mass awakening and tremen* 
dous enthusiasm all round, but I am afraid much of it is super- 
ficial. Demonstrative enthusiasm will not help us much unless 
we take proper care to divert it into the right channel. People 
require proper direction. They arc very responsive at present 
but some of our leaders who are in direct touch with them do 
not understand their response. I will quote an instance which 
has given me a shock. You have perhaps heard of a case of 
dacoity committed by Dr. [Murray Gow] l^rdy' in Bombay. He 
is under trial. Twice he attempted to escape from jail by violence 
but he was rearrested. 1 was surprised, and so also you will be, 
to hear that our friends As(Aa Mehta^ and Abid Ati* issued a 
public appeal for funds to defend the case of this scoundrel. He 
is no political prisoner. 'I'o give political colour to such dacoities 
would rapidly lead the Congress to destruction. 

Asoka Mehta met me last week when I did not know these 
facts. He asked me to help him in securing the assistance of 
Mr. [H.R.] Pardiwala^ to whom he wanted to entrust the res- 
ponsibility of the defence of another case in Dhulia. I called 
Pardiwala and asked him whether he would go to defend this 
case. He said that if he was ordered by me he would go, but 
he was unwilling to do so as in all conscience he did not like 


1 CUme to Bombay from Htnich Africa early in WorM War II and formed 
revolutionary group known at the Maidoor Troukyite Party; together with eonie 
of his followers, raided a je writer shop in the city; senlCfc^ced to Imprbonnicnt and 
later deported. 

2 Founder-member €»f Congrew Socialist Party; member of its Executive 
Committee, 1934-38; member. Socialist party, 1948*!^ and P8P, 1953-63; mem b er, 
Lok Sabha, 19.54-57 and 1957-62; Deputy Chairman, PlafuiiRg OiiikniiHkm, 1963-67; 
Uokm Cafamet Minirter, 1966-68 

* Labour leader of Bombay; member, I^segiilauve Assembly, Bombay, 1949-52; 
later joined Nehru Government as Deputy Minister for Labour. 

4 Advocate of Bombay High Court with Congress sy mp at h ies 
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to identify himself with such cases. He told me that it was also 
a case of dacoity. 

The selection of candidates for the election is a bad busi* 
ness. I have been flooded with applications, appeals, comp- 
laints, protests and recommendations from various quarters. It 
is a sad thing to see this mad competition for going into the 
Councils. We must discourage this. Most of these complaints are 
absolutely false. No selection is possible which would satisly all. 
There are complaints from all provinces. You say that you can- 
not help feeling disturbed at some of the choices made or proposed 
in the Punjab, Bengal and Sind. I do not know whether you 
refer to the selections for the Central Assembly or for the provin- 
ces. So far as the Central Assembly is concerned no selections 
were made from Bengal till the date of your letter to me, i.e. 
the 31st. I got the telegram about the Bengal selections on the 
1st. 'I'he Bengal selections have all been made by Maulana 
[Azad] himself. I have no knowledge about these selections. About 
Sind, there is only 'one seat in the Central Assembly, and 
the man selected has been returned unopposed. His was a 
unanimous recommendation. His rival approached Asaf AH 
at Delhi and Maulana at Calcutta and also came here to see 
me personally. He has never been in the Congress but he is a 
good lawyer and secured a recommendation from Asaf Ali and 
Maulana. Aliout the Punjab, there is a complaint about the 
selection of Dr. Gopichand’s brother. He was also recommended 
by Asaf Ali. You know there are two strong parties in the 
Punjab. Dr. Satyapal’s* group sent numerous letters, telegrams 
and protests against the selection to all members of the Board. 
The selection was made by the Board after calling Maulana Daud 
Ghaznavi^ from the Punjab and in consultation with him by the 
Board at Poona. About the provincial nominations I have not 
yet received any proposal. 

There were complaints about Dr. [G.V.] Deshmukh’s selec- 
tion also, but we have selected him as there was no other alter- 
native and after consulting Bapu. 

Maulana has written to Bapu suggesting 15 December as the 
date for the meeting of the [Congress] Working Committee at Calcutta. 
I am afraid [feel strongly] it would be better to meet early in 
December, if not earlier. We have promised a manifesto for the 

1 A Congress leader of Punjab from Amritsar 

2 Omtemporary of Gopichand Bhargava and Sat>'apal in Punjab; President of 
POC for several yean 
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provincial elections to be placed before the AICC and in some 
provinces the elections are in January. It is necessary to meet 
earlier, but much depends on Maulana’s health and ron\’enien* 
ce. You can, if you afrree with me, wire to him or write to him 
about it. 

I have come here after finishing the greater part of my work 
in Bombay. We propose to stay here till the 19th of this month. 
That ends the period of my trial here. 

I have shown your letter of 30 October to !Vfr. [J. B.] 
Kripalani who is also here. I have discussed it with Bapu also 
and we think no useful purpose will be sensed by giving details 
of individual cases to [.\rthur] Henderson.' His replies are very 
unsatisfactory and we expect nothing to come out of it. I am 
enclosing a copy of my letter to [Krishna] Menon,* to whom I 
have written as desired by you. 

Many thanks for yf»ur good wishes. 

It was not appropriate to ask yon to cinne to Bombay inter- 
rupting your programme, for all know that Vou are so overworked 
and to call you all the way from U.P. to preside o\cr a function 
which was wholly unnecessary at this stage was quite indiscreet. 
When I Icarnetl about it 1 rebuked them also. I am glad you 
did not come. 

Vours, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Allahabad 


75 


Prxrna 

7 .N’ovcnil>er 1945 


My dear Jawaliar, 

You must have received my letter on your arrival in Bombay. 
I understand you will be in Bombay for more tlian a week. 

Would it Ijc possible for you to spare a few hours to meet us? 
If you can come by plane it will be only half an hour’s journey. 
There are many important matters to be discussed. 


• UmJcr-ScCTfUry of Sutr for IndU and Burma in Anlrr Oovrmmrol 

* Secretary, India 1-caaue. I,ondon. 1929.47; Special Reprerenulive in 
Ixmdon of Indian Otemment, 194B-47: Indian High Oimminuaner. 1947.S2: tail 
aaignment Defence Minnter; rei i gned from Nehru Cabinet in (962 after Sino* 
Indian conflict; member, Lok Sabha 
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Regarding the Central Election Board, I am in a fix. Mau> 
lana is not keeping good health and is going out somewhere for 
a change for about a month or more. He proposes to call a 
meeting oi the Working Committee in Calcutta by the end 
December. It will be very late. We have promised an election 
manifesto for the provincial elections to be placed before the 
AICC. Asaf Ali is busy with his own election and with the 
INA Defence Committee work. Rajen Babu and Pantji' [G. B. 
Pant] are touring in their provinces for the Central Assembly 
elections and other important Congress work. I have no authority 
to dispose of urgent proposals coming from the provinces where 
elections take place earlier for the selection of candidates for the 
depressed classes, labour and other constituencies, and the Board 
is not meeting. Nobody has authority to dispose of these matters. 

In the matter of selections of the Central Assembly Maulana 
was dissatisfied and expressed his disapproval in some cases after 
the scrutiny was over. 

We are leaving this place on the 19 th for good. Bapu goes to 
Sevagram and I will be in Bombay. If we can hold a meeting of 
the Working Committee before Maulana’s departure for Bindhachal, 
we can deal with many urgent matters. Can you put yourself 
in touch with Maulana? I doubt whether it is possible to do so. 

The Punjab affairs are in a bad way. In the Central Assem- 
bly we have selected two Sikh candidates for the two Sikh consti- 
tuencies. These selections were unanimous, both here and in 
the provincial board. There have t^een no protests. We were 
told that we will win both these seats without any difficulty. I 
now find that our people in charge there are not confident. The 
Akali Dal is putting a stiff fight and all the important forces have 
gathered behind Master Tara Singh^ and Baldev Singh^ to defeat 

^ Elected member, AICC, in 1916; elected to UP Legislative Council, 1923, on 
Swaraj Party ticket and party’s leader in Council for 7 years; member of Congress 
Working Committee from 1931 onwards; elected to Central Assembly in 1934 and 
was Deputy Leader of Cangress party; elected leader of Congress party in UP 
Assembly in 1937 and became its first Premier; member. Central Parliamentary 
Board and Chairman, UP Parliamentary Board. After Independence he was 
Chief Minister of UP from April 1946 to January 1955. He was Home Minister, 
Government of India and Deputy Leader, Congress Parliamentary Party from 
January 10, 1955 until death 

2 Akali Sikh leader of Punjab; Secretary and later President, Shiroraani Guru- 
dwara Prabandhak Committee; after World War 11 resigned from Congress and orga- 
nised Panthic Akali party which agitated for a state having Sikh majority 

3 Started political career as Akali leader; Development Minister, Punjab, 1942-46; 
Joined Congress gnej served lu Defend Minister, 1946-52 
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the Congress. A defeat in the Centre will have a very bad 
rqxrciission in the province. [B.S.] Gilani had gone to Maulana 
with a proposal to settle the Sikh question so as to avoid a fight. 
1 am enclosii^ a copy of this letter for your iniormation. Gopi* 
chand has wired to me today saying that the chances for our 
candidate Sardar Kapoor Singh’ are 50/50. When his fMoposal 
wm sanctioned both Maulana Gliaznavi and he were very sanguine 
of success. Master Tara Singh has sent a man with a letter to 
me, probably suggesting some proposals for a settlement. This 
man is detained in Bombay ovnng to his suddenly being laid up 
with fever. I had a telephone message from him for an appoint* 
ment tomorrow. 1 do not know how to dispose of this matter. 

The Punjab question has been tackled by Maulana on the 
spot. But the developments that have taken place subsequently 
appear to have changed the situation. You must also have 
noticed Khisr’s* [Sir Khizr Hayat Khan] statement in the Press. 
It is difficult to rely upon such people. 

In the Central Assembly elections w(^ have already secured 
50 per cent scats uncontested. In the majority of the remaining 
scats there is hardly any serious contest. The Hindu Mahasabha 
will lie finally finished this time, but the Sikh and the [Muslim] 
League questions have got to be handled very carefully. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
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Bombay 
7 Novcmlicr 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I arrived here this c\'eniiig and Daltyabhai gave me your 
letters. I told him to post your letters to Krishna Mcnon. 

I quite agree with you alwut the Purdy case and am sur* 
prised at the attitudes of Asoka Mehta and Abid Ali. 

I am uncertain about my programme here. Probably the 
Planning Committee will carry on till the 11th. If so I should 
like to come over to Poona to meet you and Bapu on the 12th. 
But the 12th is a Monday— Bapu’s silence day — and that rather 

1 Cofigrea lejulrr amrmic Sikhs; Speaker of Punjab Airmbty 
S Leading Sfure of Party of Punjab; Prime Nltfuiter qi Punjab at the 

Ume of partition 
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is a difficulty. I shall phone or wire to you later. I am anxi- 
ous to go back to Allahabad as soon as I can. 

Yesterday in Delhi I had a deputation from soHalled Congress 
Akalis who talked about avoiding a contest between the Congress 
and Akalis. Tara Singh had sent them to me though he kept 
away himself. They talked vaguely and I referred them to you. 
I understand that they have sent some kind of a messenger to you. 

Yours, 

Jawaharlal 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Poona 
9 November 1945 


My dear Jawaharlal, 

I received your Ictjer of the 7th today. 

After our conversation on the telephone I have arranged 
with Bapu. He will take his silence at 1 2 noon on the 1 1 th so that 
he can have a talk with you after 12 noon the next day when 
you will be here. I have sent word to Nargis* that you will be 
coming here by the last train which leaves Bombay at night on 
the 1 1th so as to arrive here on the morning of the 12th. She will 
meet you at Shivajinagar, where you have to alight. 

Youi*s sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Bombay 
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Poona 
8 November 1945 


My dear Jawaharlal, 

I have just received a telegram from Maulana Daud Ghaznavi 
reading; 

“PLRASB ASK PANDIT JAWAHARLAL VISIT PUNJAB HELP CENTRAL 
ELRCTTONS. HIS TOUR ESSENTIAL BOTH SIKH AND GENERAL CONSTITUENCIBS.** 


^ Nargis Batlivala; granddaughter of Dadabhai Naorq)i; one of the pioneers of 
Indian National (k^n^ss; closely associated wjth Gandhi's constructive work* 
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Master Tara Singh's man came here just now with a proposal 
Ibr the settlement of the Sikh question, botli for the Centre and 
the provincial elections. I have replied to him that no settlement 
is now possible so far as the Centre is concerned. As for pnrvincial 
elections I have also told him that although the question can be 
considered if there is goodwill on both sides nothing can be done 
without reference to our President and the Ontral Election Board. 
I have also told him that the Election Board will consider the 
question only if any proposal for settlement is sup|M)rted by the 
local Parliamentary* Board as well as the large majority of Siklis 
in the Congress. 

I understand from the Press that you are there till the 15th. 
If you can go to the Punjab f€)r a couple of days, it would be 
good because the Central .‘Xsscmbly result would have reper- 
cussions in the pro\'incial one. Please inform Maulana Hand 
Ghaznavi about your decision directly. 

Yours sincerely, 

• Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Bombay 
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Poona 

15 Novcml>cr 1945 

My dear Jaw*aharlal, 

Early in the morning yesterday I tried to talk to you on 
(he phone but I could not do so because it trxik a very long time 
to get at you and I had to go away for my treatment. Maniben 
[Sardar's daughter] therefore informed you alxiut Maulana's 
telegram. Mridulaben f.Vfiss Mridiila Sarabhai]' also conveyed 
your message to me. 

Tlicre is no advantage in holding the meeting of the Central 
Election Board at Bindhachiil. Rajcn Babu is not free l>erorc the 
5th. So also Pantji. Both of them have authorised me to deal 
with the situation as it arises. Asaf Ali has not written to me 
aiK>ut his plans. I am afraid he w(»u!d also be too busy. 

The Sind nominations date fixed by Government is 1 
December and in fairness to them we must give sanction to their 
proposals at least a week before the date of nomination. These 


1 Member of famity of irxcitr majcnair* <if Abme<UI>a<ii twicr r^nrral Hecretmry 
of (^onfprem Nrhn.i’n prcfidentthfp 
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pn^posals are very controversial. Numerous tel^rams and i»t>tests 
have been received. I have wired to Dr. Choithram [Gidwani] 
and Jairamdas [Doulatram] to come to Bombay next week. It is 
impossible to wait till the 5th or even till the 1st of December. 
Maulana is unwilling to give authority, nor is he prepared to 
deal with the proposals himself. Under the circumstances I will 
discuss all the proposals and objections with the Sind leaders 
and send a man, if possible, to Maulana, or finally dispose of 
them on my own responsibility. 

The Scheduled Castes* proposals have already been sancti- 
oned by me for UP and Assam. The Bihar proposals will have 
to be disposed of next week. 

Therefore it would not be of much use to go to Bindhachal 
for our meeting. At the time of the meeting of the Working 
Committee we may also hold our meeting, when there will not 
be much work for us to do except the question of authorising 
somebody to deal with the proposals as and when received. 

Before you left P6ona I had not read the papers of the day. 
On going through them at night after you had left I was 
surprised to find an appeal in the name of Sjt. Sarat Bose for 
a crorc of rupees for the relief of the INA. I do not understand 
this at all. We must settle this working at cross purposes from 
two different quarters when we meet at Calcutta. Whether we 
shall be able to do it or not I do not know. 

I have got a letter from [Harekrushna] Mahtab' saying that 
the Forward Bloc* people are organising themselves to get into 
the Provincial Assembly. Similar information has been received 
from other sources. I do not know whether the Bloc people are 
going to merge themselves into the Congress or keep their separate 
entity and create centres of interest in all provinces. 

In UP, I understand, the Socialist Party is unwilling to 
drop its identity and intends to work on the same lines as before. 
I do not know what is your own view about this matter. 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Allahabad 

* Member, Congress Working Committee from Orwa; thrice head of Ministry 
in the State; had a spell of office in Nehru Cabinet 

S Founded by SuUias Chandra Bose after he broke away from Con^rev ig 
1938; ill influence » largely restricted to West Bengal. 
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Bombay 
21 November 1945 

My dear Jawaharial, 

Capt. K.O. Pranjape, now in active service in the 14th 
Punjab Regiment, has approached me today for being selected 
as a candidate for the Provincial Assembly, CP.' He is a resident 
of Nagpur. His father is a candidate for the Hindu Mahasablui 
opposing Mr. Salve, the Congress nominee for the Central Assembly 
election from Nagpur. He has taken four days’ leave to go to 
Nagpur to vote against his father and in favour of the Congress 
candidate. He has given his resignation from the service as 
conditions of ser\'ice have dissatisfied him. He knows Capt. Shah 
Nawaz^ [KhanJ and his companions as he was once in the same 
regiment. * 

His suggestion is that there arc officers in the Army who 
would like to go to the provincial assemblies in the various pro- 
vinces and it would lx better to take such men as it will create 
a tremendous impression in the Indian Army. He himself pro- 
poses to apply for it and wanted to know what would be the 
Congress policy in this behalf. It was a difficult question for me 
to answer straightaway, but I have assured him that individual 
applications will lx considered most sympathetically. Hiis que- 
stion will have to be decided at the time of the next meeting 
of the Working Committee. 

I have sent you the following telegram today: 

KINDLY UNO YOUR IMPRKailONf AND RRACTtONS RUNJAB TOUR 

nUUDIATRI.V. 

You know that 12 December is the date fixed by the Puiyab 
Government for the Punjab provincial election nomination and 
therefore the proposals for nominees will haNC to lx disposed of 
early, i.e. before tlie date of our meeting at Calcutta. Your 
impressions about the situation in the province would be very 

> OntraJ Provtncri 

3 fndtan Army officer who, of war, drlrctrd and jotnrd Bcae*t INA; 

hii trial in Retl Fort tn 1^15 along with two of hit comradrt, llhillnn and Srhgat, 
becime famout aHer iiircrtifiiJ drfrnrr organitrd hy tof> CVmgreM Irarim; mem* 
lirr of CVninril of Muit«t#‘rt during Prinyr Minmenhip of Nehru and Indira Gandhi 
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helj^ul in disposing of these proposals which, I expect, wiU be 
received soon. Please let me know about it as early as possible. 

I trust the strain of the strenuous tour has not affected your 
health. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Allahabad 
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Allahabad 
26 November 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I have just returned from a tour of Meerut Division and 
received your letter of 21 November. 

For some time past I have been definitely of the opinion 
that we should set up a few demobilised officers from the Army 
as Ciongress candidates for elections, provided of course we can 
find suitable men. I mentioned this fact to the Punjab PCG 
people and asked them to keep a look-out for such persons — Hindu, 
Muslim or Sikh. I wrote also to Pantji to the same effect. The 
Punjab of course is a province most concerned, and partly UP 
also is concerned. I know as a fact that any such action on our 
part will have far-reaching and favourable consequences. Some 
time back the question arose of .setting up Shah Nawaz of the 
INA as a Congress candidate. I asked Shah Nawaz as well as 
Sehgal' and Dhillon* if they would be willing. All three were 
willing. Shah Nawaz's name is on the voters’ list but I do not 
know if the other names are there. The INA people of course 
stand on a different footing from the regular Army men. I think 
that both the categories should be considered by us. There is 
at present a widespread and favourable feeling in the .\rmy to- 
wards the Congress. Large numbers of these people are going 
to be demobilised soon and I feel it would be right for them to 
be given a place in the Congress and in the legislatures on our 
behalf. 

About my Punjab impressions, I imagine that both the 
Congress Sikh candidates will win, but it is difficult for me to 


1 Defendant in INA trial 

2 Member of INA tried along with Sehgal and Shall Nawaz Khan 
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judge from a brief tour. Everyurhere I was told that Baldev 
Singh was using Government officials to bring pressure on voters 
for the Akali Dal candidates. Indeed, the contest was more aga> 
inst these oflBcials than against the Akali Dal itself. I think the 
Sikh elections have served a good purpose, whatever Uie results. 
It has brought all the progressive Sikh forces together in line 
with the Congress. 

About the Punjab generally, the position seems to me fairly 
good so far as the public reaction is concerned, but bad so far as 
the Congress organisation is concerned. Tlie old party spirit 
is rampant and Congressmen work against each other. Daud 
Ghaznavi, the president, [Punjab PCCj is, I think, a good man 
and not connected with any party. Dr. Gopichand, while hav> 
ing a strong position among the Hindus, is especially disliked 
by the non-Hindu groups as well as by the opposite party in the 
Congress. In the choice of candidates there is a gre.it deal of 
party feeling involved. For the present the Ckingress has done 
very little in the way of big propagandar They simply cannot 
function in a big way. They pleacl lack of funds also. ‘Hie main 
contest for the Muslim sc'ats is between the .Muslim League and 
the Unionist Party, Ixith of whom are spending money on a 
lavish scale. In spite of this I am sure the Congress will do well 
in the elections provided a strong line is taken, suitable candi- 
dates chosen and financed. 

I cannot say definitely in regard to the .Muslim candidates 
whether it will l>c lictter in the Punjab to set up direct Congress 
candidates or allow the Muslim Nationalist Board to set them up 
on its iMrhalf. But my general impression has licen, more especi- 
ally in the U.P., that the direct Congress ap|)eal goes farthest. 
Especially in the rural areas in the UP the Congress is popular 
amongst the Muslims. 'Fhey have hardly heard of the Jamiat 
or the Muslim Board. The contest Kazmi‘ versus Liaquat Ali> 
is a close one and on the whole there has lieen very go^ work 
done in it. It is possible that Kazmi might win. If he loses, 
he will do so by a small numiier of votes. 1 was told repeatedly 
that the Muslim larague had got thoroughly frightened there 
and was distributing money' to voters. What effect this will have 
I do not know. 

1 Mudim nukmalist of UP 

■ lauxilard of UP; member of provincial IcgMauire, I92l>>39: MLA (Central), 
1941 and Deputy leader of Mtulim I.eague; Finance MiniiUr in Interim Government 
Cormed by Nehru in 1946; Prime Minuter of Pakiftan after partition 
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Whatever the results c£ these Muslim dections, they have had 
a very good effect on our workers and on the situation general- 
ly. We have discovered that there is a very good response among 
them to our appeal and we have certainly laid the foundations 
of a favourable drive for the provincial elections. I do hope that, 
as you said, we shall contest every Muslim seat. 

This election tour has been very exhausting and my throat 
is on the point of giving way. Indira [Mrs. Gandhi] has been 
ill here but I only come to Allahabad for a day at a time. I 
am going to Lucknow tomorrow for a meeting of the Executive 
Council of the PGC. On 1 December I shall probably be 
in Delhi. When I was in Delhi last I received a letter from Sir 
Claude Auchinlek,> the Commander-in-Chief. It was a friendly 
letter saying that he desired to meet me and to have a talk with 
me. He mentioned various dates. In my reply I said I would 
be glad to meet him and I chose one of his dates — 1 December. 
Since then I have not heard from him again. But I expect I 
shall have to go. After that of course I shall go to Calcutta 
where I hope to reach by 5 December. 

Yours affectionately, 
Jawaharlal 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

PS. 

I might add that Colonel Loganathan of the INA (now in 
Delhi fort) is keen on standing on the Congress ticket for this 
provincial election. I do not know whether his name is on the 
Madras list or not. He is an excellent and highly competent 
man. I wish you would ask the Madras Congress people to find 
out about his name and if it is there, to put him up. 

I want to repeat that the recent election work has been a 
revelation to Congress workers so far as the Muslim areas are 
concerned. It is astonishing how good the response has been. 
How we have neglected these areas! We must contest every seat. 


^ Deputy Chier of General StalT, Army Headquarten, India, 1936-38; C-in-C 
in India, February to July 1941 ; Supreme Commander of India-Pakbtan forces at time 
of jpartition 
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24 November 1945 


My dear Jawaharlal, 

Thanks for your telegram about your impressions on the 
Punjab tour. The election is over and I am expecting information 
about the probable result. Your tour has helped them const* 
derably and I think they will be able to win both the seats. It 
will clear our way for the provincial elections. 

I see that you had to cancel your engagements of the third 
day because your throat was sorely aifected. I hope you are all 
right now. 

Maulana had at hut tn advance the date of the Working 
Committee meeting. I had been pressing him all along till you 
lef^ P<x)na but he did not yield. .\t last the Punjab nominations 
have forced his hands. The d.ate for nominations is 12 December. 
They are all highly controversial and it may take more than 
two days for disposal. Perhaps a big crowd will come to Calcutta 
with complaints. 

Unfortunately, the Calcutta situation has l>cen very tense, 
'ritcre has been firing a numtx;r of times and several lives have 
iieen lost. I do not know whether it will settle down before we 
reach there. In any c;tse, we are going at a time when the at- 
mosphere will not l)c helpful for our work. It is unfortunate that 
the local organisation of the Congress and also the local leadership 
have not been able to control the students. From all accounts, it 
appears that the students acted against the advice of the local 
leaders. This is not a gtxxl sign. It does compromise our position 
and the infection of indiscipline outside is also likely to spread. 
The students in Bombay lrie<t to follow suit, but the Bombay at- 
mosphere is different and somehow we have managed to settle down. 

I do not know where you propose to stay in Calcutta. Bapu 
will be staying at Sodepore (Ashram]. The Working Committee 
will probably have to meet at Sodcprire, which is at a fairly 
long distance from Calcutta. 

If you can find time, it would Ire better if you can pre- 
pare a draft manifesto for the prmancial elections, before the 
meeting of the Working Committee. 
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I have not heard from you about your proposals for the 
formation of the two committees about which you talked to me 
at Poona. 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
New Delhi 
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Bombay 
24 December 1945 

My dear Jawaharlal, 

I have not heard from you after you left Calcutta for .\ssam. 
Since you left Calcutta an incident has happened which I think 
I should bring to your notice. Maulana Sahib told me when 
I met him before leaving Calcutta on the last day that our dis- 
cussion in the Working Committee about the appointment of 
the leader of the Central Assembly Party was such that he did 
not like it. He said that we all took it for granted that in the 
absence of Sjt. Bhulabhai [Desai] or Shri Rajaji, Sarat Bose would 
be the leader. He told [us] that we have all not considered 
the claim of Asaf Ali. He appears to me to be holding a strong 
view on this point. Since then I notice that the thing has ap- 
peared in the Press also. I am afraid if Maulana persists in his 
attitude and insists on supporting him there will be trouble 
in the party from its inception. Up to now Asaf Ali had taken 
it for granted and had never suggested that he himself would 
be in the run. The party meeting is to be called in the middle 
of January at Delhi and the Central Election Board also is to 
meet at that time. The election of the leader would largely 
depend upon the free choice of the party. Any pressure from 
above or from outside will probably be resented and may result 
in trouble. 

I have written to Sri Prakasa' inquiring from him as to 
when he would be able to come to Delhi for the INA office 

1 Educationiity journalist and politician; member^ AICC, 1918-45; Secretary, 
UPCG, 1928-34; General Secretary, Congress, 1929-31; MLA (Central), 1934 and 
1945; MemlN^r, C.\, 1946; Indian High Commissioner in Pakistan, 1947-49; Commerce 
Minister in Nehru Cabinet; Governor of Assam, Madras and Bombay 
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work. If you agree, I propose to call the first meeting of that com* 
mittce alM about the middle of January at Delhi. 

I do not know whether you have moved in the matter of 
securing a permit for your going to Burma, .Malaya, etc. as 
per our resolution. 

Dr. Bidhan' [B. C. Roy] has wriitcn to the Government of 
India for the medical mission, but he has not yet got any reply. 

What are your impressions about Assam and what is your 
further programme? Hope you arc doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
Allahabad 


84 

Bombay 
29 Decrmlwr 1945 

.My dear Jawaharlal, 

1 am enclosing herewith copy of a letter which I have 
received from Sri Prakasa, fur ytuir inrurination. 

.\s.if [Ah] met me on his return from Madras. He has not 
l>een al)le to solve the trouble there. On the contrary the at- 
mosphere is more strained. I am trying to put my hea«l to it 
and see if anything could lie done. 

About the question of .Assembly leadership, I had a talk 
w'ith Asaf and he has realised the difficidties of the situation and 
has agreed to stand aside, 'rherefore, for the present, the diiliculty 
b solved. 

Hope you are doing well. 

V'ours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru 
President 

States Peoples’ Conference 
Udaipur 


1 Congm flalwarr in V^C, C^culta IJnivmitY. l?H2-44, and later 

President; Jodavpur University; Prime Minuter and Uter Chief Minister, West Betigal 

S*C. II-6 
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Sevashrama 
Benaras 
Camp: Ahmedabad 
29 December 1945 

Dear Sardar Sahib, 

I have jiw£ received your kind letter of 27 December. You will have 
received my own letter by now. I came here to see my old friend Shrimati 
Anaftiya Sarabhai* who has been ill and I am now going off to Delhi and 
Benaras. I was arranging to be back in Delhi from Benares by the 15th. 
I, however, gather from your letter that you are likely to call a meeting of 
the [Congress] Committee about the 18th. Kindly fix it for that date. 1 
shall surely be there then. 1 am sorry I cannot come to Bombay. You 
will please excuse me. 1 ohould have been glad if 1 had a talk with you. I 
shall be glad to have an extra two days at Benaras as 1 have to arrange for 
the election petition that my opponent has filed against me. 1 wrote to you 
about the technical point 1 had made and which was accepted by the Re- 
turning Ofltccr. Whether the three judges who will now sit will also accept 
it, is more than doubtful. 

Your kind letter addressed to Benaras re; my appointment as a mem- 
ber of the INA Relief Committee, has also duly reached me here since I wrote 
my last to you. You will have learnt of the difficulties of the Delhi office. 

I regret I cannot come to Bombay for I have to hurry on to Benaras now. 1 
am very thankful to you for your kindness and confidence and pray I may 
prove worthy of the same. Hoping all is well. 

With high regards and respects, 

Yours sincerely, 
Sri Prakasa 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


1 Member of Sau-abhai family; outstanding woman labour leader and social 
worker of Ahmedabad who helped Gandhi in organising textile labour 
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Patna 

30 Scplcmlier 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

Since coming here we Itave had a meeting of the Provincial 
\Vorking Committee. A lx>ard of 5 members hits Ijecii consti- 
tuted fur selecting candidates fur the .Assembly elections. The 
Government have notified that 29 Octol>er is the last date for 
filing nomination to the Oiitral Assembly and 25 Novcniljer as 
polling date. We have got six non-Mohamedan seals and 3 
Mohamedan seats and one landholders’ seat in the Central 
.Assembly. We cannot set up any candidate for the landholders’ 
seat. We are trying to a.si'ertain the {Ktsitiun with regani to the 
general coiKStitucficy seats. One thing is being said on all siiles and 
that is that the Hitidu Mahasabha will coiitcM most of the general 
constituency seats, if not all. It is said definitely that the. Bhagal- 
pur seat, which is now fiile<i by Babu Kailash Bihari Lai who 
has to be eliminated by us on account (jf his conduct in the 
.Assembly, is going to be contested by Kumar Ganga Nand Sinha. 
Whate\er may happen in regard to the other seals, there is Iniund 
to be a contest for this one. I'lie Board is going to meet on .5 
October by which lime we hope wc shall Ijt in a jxtsition to fix 
up our candidates for the various general constituency seats. 

.As regards the Muslim .seats it is {K>.ssiblr to get at least one 
of the seats out of three, namely, the ‘rirbut Division seal from 
where .Vlaulvi Abdul Gani-' is a sitting member. But it will involve 
cast. Wc have not yet Iwen able It) fix up any candidate but 
wc have decided to contest scats and we must Ik^ prepared for 
heavy exjx'nditurc. Even in the general constituency scats wc 
may have to incur expenditure, if we insist on our active Gtiii- 
gressmen who have suffered and sacrificed being our candidates. 
'I he genera! rank of workers would like to have <<nly this class of 
candidates and they woiiltl e.x|>cct us to find the funds from 
somewhere. It would Ix! im|N)ssiblc t«» raise money in the pro- 
vince. I am therefore in a somewhat awkward corner. I tlo not 


t Cmtgrrm leader of l.uditiana and veteran freedom fixhter; lefuictt to miip'ate 
to Pakistan; inemtjcr of Parliament after Independence 
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know what to do. I will write to you again after the 5th when 
I hope the situation will be clearer. 

I mentioned to you the case of employees of the steel factory 
at Jamshedpur. A list has been sent to Khurshedben' for hand- 
ing over to you in which the names of persons discharged or 
dismissed are given. I have come to know that many persons 
were detained or externed. The company has discharged them 
on account of their being absent from their duty. Most of 
these people have now been released or the orders of externment 
have been withdrawn against them. The company refuses to 
re-employ them. They have been discharged or dismissed for no 
fault on their part. The Government made it impossible for 
them to do their duty. You may recollect that there was a strike 
in August 1942 which lasted for some days. Many of these people 
were arrested and detained or externed even before the strike took 
place. So it can’t be said that they participated in the strike. 
Their absence was due entirely to Government’s action but 
even those who were externed or detained or imprisoned after 
the strike did nothing against the company. There is no 
reason why any of them should be discharged or dismissed or 
otherwise penalised l)ecausc the Government took action against 
them. One would expect that a concern like the Tatas^ would 
treat them as on leave with pay and all the pri\-ilegcs of 
employees during the period of their detention or incarceration 
and not deprive them of their livelihood on account of their 
forced absence from duty. But instead of that they are not 
prepared to re-cmpIoy ihem, even after the Government have 
withdrawn the order of detention and externment against 
them. I think you have to take up the matter with the directors 
at the headquarters. I may inform you that I wrote to 
Mr. A. Bryant, the Works Manager, about Mr. G. Sethi who 
has 25 years' service in the factory'. He was externed and had 
therefore to leave Jamshedpur. After the externment order was 
withdrawn the company refused to re-employ him. I wrote to 
Mr. Bryant to consider his case and he replied that Sir Ardeshir 
Dalai, the then Managing Director, and Sir J. Ghandy, the then 
General Manager of the Works, had decided that he should not 
be re-employed and he could not therefore re-employ him but 
he would refer the matter to Sir J. Ghandy after his return from 
America. Sir J. Ghandy has returned and Mr. Sethi has taken a 

1 Granddaughter of Dadabhai Naoroji and follower of Gandhi 

2 Premier industrial concern in India and pioneer among entrepreneurs who 
estahlUhed steel and other industries in private sector 
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letter from me for him, 1 have not yet received any reply, hut from 
the talk I had with Mr. Madari, an employee in a similar (Position, 
I gathered in Bombay that Sir J. Ghaiidy w;ts not inclined to 
entertain profx>sais for his re-employment. I asked Mr- Madan 
to meet you and submit all the details. I do not know if he 
could sec you in Bombay. This Madan is another young man. He 
is a Parsi. His father was for many yrars holding one of the 
highest posts in the company. He came to our movement in the 
year 1942 and was arrested and detained before the strike in the 
factory took place. After more than two years’ detention he was 
released but an order of cxtcrnmeiit was passed and he was 
prohibited from going to Jamshedpur. He has built a house at 
Jamshedpur and has got no other house anywhere else. He wrote 
to the authorities but they did not relax. Hr tlistil^eyed the ex- 
ternment order and was given one year's imprisonment which he 
h;is just served out. 'riiere is aiiotlirr Parsi named Dastiir who 
has also similarly disolH'ved an rxternmcnl order whicli was served 
after his detention period and wms irnprfsoned. After serving 
out thf sentcMcr he came out ami WTiit to Jamshedpur for 
tlic serfjful lime. I’hey have again ronvielrd him lt»i cliHohey- 
ing tlir order. 'I'luue are (jtlirr rases also in wJiirh there has 
beeti no disf »!)evlicnre <>f (toveriiment orders but al)sem'e from the 
factory in obedience to GoveriiinenI orders, 'fhe company treats 
all tlu'.se rases alike and diM*harges them. I am thinking ol going 
round on a lour ami may visit Jamshedpur also. 1 should like 
l!\at this mailer mav he settled hrfore I go there otherwise 
tiiere may be troulde. The workers there resent this kind of 
action. riierr are other grievanres also wdiicli are beccuniiig 
acute and if any trouble arises after my visit or during my visit 
I should be in an awkward {K>silifui. I would tberrlbrr suggest 
that you might take up the matter there and settle it before. 1 
go. 1 may lie going there in the third or fourth week of Orto- 
i>er. If by any chance Madan has left his address w'ilh you please 
let me have it. 

Yours sincerely, 

Rajeiidra Prasad 

Sardar V^allablibhai Patel 
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Poona 
5 October 1945 

My dear Rajen Babu, 

I have received your letter of 30 September today. 

So far as the Central Assembly elections are concerned it 
would not be possible to arrange any financial help from the 
Centre. I am still confined in the clinic and before these elec- 
tions are over I may not !)€ able to leave this place. It was 
therefore that I informed every tody who met me in Bombay that 
for the Central Assembly elections the provinces will have to 
make their own arrangements. 

I do not think there will be any severe contest in this election 
in any province except in the Muslim constituencies in places where 
we or the Independent Muslims would contest the [Muslim] 
League. The nomination dates being very near you must fix up 
the proposals as early as possible so that the selections may be 
made in time. 

About the factory employees at Jamshedpur, I will make an 
effort when I get the list from you, but I am afraid wc will not 
be listened to so long as we arc in the wilderness. It is too much 
to expect from the Tatas also that they would treat their labour 
difTercully. 

I do not know why you arc going to Calcutta at present. I hope 
you arc keeping fit. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
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Sadaquat Ashram 
Dighaghat 
Patna 
1 Ocu>l>cr 1945 

My dear V^allabhbhai, 

1 wrote to you a long letter yesterday aiM>ut provincial 
matters. In this I am going to confine myself to Bombay. When 
I was there 1 met some friends among whom was Professor K.T. 
Shah. You know he was the president of a committer ap|H)inted 
by the Congress Government of Bihar of which I was a member, 
I came in somewhat intimate contact with him then and our 
relation lias l>ecn very friendly, I had heard something against 
him but my contact with him has not disclosed anything which 
could repel me. On the other hand I h;sve been much irnpres* 
sed bv the many qualities in him, I say all this liecaiise I want 
to write something W'illi which he is concerned. 

He mentioned to me the name of a Muslim friend whom 
we could take as a Congress candidate for the Bombay Assembly, 
He gave me a letter from him which 1 am enclosing. It s]>raks 
for itself. It seems to me that he would lie quite a suitable CUuigress 
candidate from our point f>f view\ He is ciilturcd and educated. 
He holds a very high |xjsition in the Khoja’ community. He is 
well to do and W'ill not only meet his own cx|mmiscs l>tit might 
also Contribute something towards the clertiuii expenses of other 
candidates. I would, therefore, recommend his case to yon. You will 
of course find out for yourself all alxnit him. 

Dr. Deshmukh^ has not proved a very satisiartory Ckmgrcss 
member in the Central Assembly and I imagine you would like 
to put up somelMxly else in Iris place from Bomliay. I l>elievc 
there arc two seals and you have to put up one Maharashtrian 
and one Gujarati for the two scats. Could we take Professor 
K.T. Shah for one of the scats? For ability and capacity for 
work he cannot Ik* l>eaten by any one else. He has not licen 

1 .\tu»lini Mrct fiitind mainly in («ijjarat and |irorninrnt in tradr and induvtry in 
fkMuliay. Nfohanimcrl AM Jinnah, fimi O<]^<^mor-Ofirfal fvT faki^uiii, wa« a Khi>ja, 

^ leading ttirgcon of Ikicnbay 
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a jail-going Congressman but he is a strong nationalist and can 
be depended upon if he sigpns our pledge to stick to it. I would 
therefore recommend him also. 

There is also another name for the Provincial Assembly of 
Bombay about which I need not say much. There is the name 
of Dr. Jivraj Mehta.‘ 1 have mentioned these names so that 
you may keep them in mind and consider them when the time 
comes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Rajendra Prasad 

Sardar Vallablhbhai Patel 
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Poona 
6 October 1945 

s 

Dear Rajen Babu, 

I have received your letter of the 1st instant today which 
means that it has taken five days for your letter to reach Poona 
from Patna. The reason for the delay seems to be that the add- 
ress you have put is wrong as you will see from the enclosure. 
Instead of Poona you have addressed it to Bombay. 

Regarding your suggestions about Prof. Shah and Dr. Jivraj 
Mehta, we shall consider the same when the proposals arc rece- 
ived from the Bombay Congress Committee. There is a sugges- 
tion that a Parsi candidate should be selected and that would 
leave only one scat for Bombay which may go to a Maharashtrian. 
The Parsis would find no place in the Central Assembly except 
from Bombay. As Sir Cowasji Jehangir* will not probably stand 
this time no Parsi who is not given a ticket by the Congress stands 
any chance, but this will depend upon the attitude of the Bombay 
Congress Committee. 

I have received the enclosed letter from Mr. Fazalbhoy sent 
to you by Prof. Shah. I have read the letter and I find that he 


* Phvsirlaii aiul Consfrrw Ifatirr of Barocia; Dirrctor-Gcncral, Health Services, 
Minister in IVimbay. Ghief Minister, Giijarat, l9<>0-63: Indian High 

( 'commissioner in I.^»ndon, 

2 Parsi industrialist and baronet of Bombay; member. Executive C'council (Bom- 
bay^, 1921-22 ami 1923-28; elected to C^entral Assembly from Bombay, 1930; President, 
Libi'ral Federation, I93i> 
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wants to stand as an independent candidate and not on the Con- 
gress ticket. You write in your letter that we could take him 
as a Congress candidate for the Bombay Assembly and you rc> 
commend his case to me for consideration. He does not say that 
he wants to stand on the Congress ticket. 'Fhere is some inconsis> 
tency which I am unable to explain. Probably Prof. Stiah in 
his letter must have written to you that he is willing to stand on 
the Congress ticket. If he is standing as an inde{)endent candi* 
date we ha\'C nothing to do in the matter unless he suggests a way 
in which we can help him. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Rajendra Pr.isad 
Patna 
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P.O. Zcraclai (Saran) 
12 October 1945 

My dear \’allabiibiiai, 

I have your letter. I rej»iet that by mistake the address was 
wrongly put which delayed the letter. 

I would wTite to you finally altoiit the Cetilral Assembly 
nominations on the 19ih from Patna wliere we have a meeting 
of the Klee I ion Ikiard on that dale. 

I w.ts under the impression that Shri Kluirshedben would 
have given you the list of Jamshedpur employees as they had 
sent the list to her and me, a copy of it. On my rettirn to Patna 
1 may be able to send it to you. Such cjutes have arisen with 
the Steam Navigation Company also wlujse steamers ply in Bihar 
rivers. I do not know what we can do to help the |Jcople who 
have thus been thrown out of employment. 

.•\s regards Fazaibhoy, Pr«jfes.sor K.T. Shah had s|Hikeii to me 
and given me the letter which I had .sent you. It may be that 
I was under a wrong impression. Now we have to await further 
developments and I will let you know if there is anything further 
to lie done about him. 

The inability of the Ckntra! Board to help with funds in 
Central Assembly elections places great difficulty in our way. 
1 will discuss the matter with our people on the 19th and do what 
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wc can. I have sent you a preliminary report aix>ut the candi- 
dates. As stated above, I will send the final one on the 19th. 

I wonder if you require any additional hand in your office. 
If so, I might suggest the name of Shri R. K. L. Nandkeoleyar 
who is in the AICC office. He belongs to Gaya, has a British M.A. 
degree and was a barrister and has been with us since 1921. ^ He 
was put in charge of the Kerala Provincial Congress Committee 
in 1940-41 by Bapu and did good work there. He was in jail 
during the movement. I apprehend that [J.B.] Kripalaniji may 
not like my writing to you over his head; so if you require his service 
get him from Kripalaniji and do not let him know that I have 
made the suggestion. 

Yours sincerely, 
Rajcndra Prasad 

Sardar Vallabhbhui Patel 
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Poona 
15 October 1945 


My dear Rajcn Babu, 

I have received your letter of tlie 12th instant. 

I have fixed a meeting here on the 21st for the final selection 
of candidates for the Central Assembly, but you say that you will 
send your report on tl'.e 19lh. It will not reach us here on the 
day of the meeting unless you post it in time. But I would 
suggest that the proposals should be communicated to me by 
telegram. 

I have received the preliminary report w'hich you had sent. 
Will you give me some idea of the financial assistance you will 
require so as to relieve you of your difficulty about the Central 
Assembly elections? I may make some eflbrls in that direction 
when I go to Bombay by the end of this month. 

Arc there any non-Leaguc candidates opposing the Muslim 
League candidates for the Central Assembly? How many Muslim 
scats arc there from your province in the Centre? Give me some 
idea of the composition in the constituencies. 

1 know Nandkeoleyar as I had seen him several times at 
Wardha when he was there with the Secretary of the AICC. 
1 think I saw him at Simla also. Jawaharal has written to me 
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about Sjt. Dharam Yash Dev who was also in the Central Ofiicc 
for some time for propaganda work. He met me in Bombay, 
but I cannot decide this matter till I go to Bomliay. 1 have sent 
you a wire today about our meeting on the 21$t. If you can 
come it would lx: very good, but I do not expect that anybody 
except Dr. Pattabhi [Siuiramayya]' and Shankurrao Deo will come 
here. However, I must do my Ixst. 

Yours sincerely, 
V'allabhbhai Patd 


Dr. Rajcndra Prasad 
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Poona 
8 October 1945 

My dear Rajeii Babti, , 

I ha\c rcc<'ivcd your letter of tlie 5th instant. 

I do not think that the Hindu .Maiiasahha can get any seat 
except in Bengal. It has no strength in any other province. I do 
not know anything ahont Bihar, hnt after having shi>wn so much 
.strength in the ]>rcsent struggle 1 do not doubt that Bihar can 
render a very gcMKl account td itself in the elections. My view is 
•hat excepting Syanj.i Prasad there is hardly any man whom we can 
accept and s.icrificc our scat instead. It would t»«»t lx wise t») lt»se 
both wavs. On the side the League is attacking us and we have 
to rely largely upon our strength in non-.Muslim constituencies. 
We cannot ailcird to surrender without cause any of the seats which 
we can easily secure. 11 in an individual case we find that the 
Hindti Mahasabha has a 5b fX'r cent rhanre against the Omgress 
wc can .settle with them anti allow them that seal. But I |xriori- 
aily feel that there will be no such ra.se in the whole of India. 
Wc may however consider this ({uestion when wc meet next time. 

Garidhiji has received a eomplaint hum one Ramsnchi 
Singh, Cortgress worker of Kamiiagar 'I'hana in Champaran 
district, making a vigorous attack against Bepin Vihari Varma's 
selection for the .Assembly, which has been handed to me. It 
is alleged that he had opposed the movement. 

> Ira irr fti AnflHrji; in mrinlKT, AlCXI arifl (>7n* 

Hrrw W'.>rkia|g( C Jai|nir Arttion, I1H8-.0O; PririHlrfii, 

Xll'india Si 4 trt Peoples* i^K*f^^rnre, and again fnembrr, CA, \9ifjh 

50; last alignment Qos'rmar of MP 
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When will your Provincial Congress Committee finally send 
its proposals for the Central Assembly? 

You had written to me about Dr. Jivraj and he himself had 
come to me for that purpose, but it appears that he is not a voter 
and therefore cannot stand. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
Patna 
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Poona 
10 October 1945 

My dear Rajcn Babu, 

In continuation of my last letter I wish to inform you that 
I showed your letter of the 5th instant to Bapu. lie says that 
we can have no objection to meet Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee 
at any time he desires to do so. But his proposal to have a cer- 
tain numljer of representatives in the so-called Constituent Assem- 
bly is unthinkable because, if not for anything else, at least for 
its being too premature. Nobody knows whether the Constituent 
Assembly is going to come into being from these elections, much 
less do we know its nature to decide in advance whether we shall 
be in a position to accept it. These things cannot be considered 
unless we have a full and clear picture before us. I entirely agree 
with him in this view. 

Today’s papers announce that Sarat Babu is going to contest 
for the Central Assembly from Calcutta. He also told me so when 
he came here. 

I am enclosing herewith a report I have received from the 
Secretary of the Kerala PCC. There are three candidates for the 
Central Assembly. The last is not worth considering. Between 
the first and the second, the first one seems to have a very good 
record and is also a lawyer. The second one is anxious to secure 
our support but in comparative merits the first one appears to 
be superior. Please communicate to me your opinion as early 
as possible. 

KPCC affairs arc in a bad way. It was dominated by the 
Communists. The president who was a Communist has joined 
the Muslim League and a large majority of the Communists who 
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formed the bulk of the Cktngress Committee have been expelled 
or have resigned. They have all decided to support the Muslim 
League. Under tlie circumstances we have to rely on the report 
of the secretary'. There is no other proper person to consult. We 
will have to depend largely upon Dr. Pattabhi’s guidance in 
this matter. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Rajcndra Prasa<l 
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t'oona 
ir» (h'tober 1945 

.\Iy dear Rajen Rabu, 

Mr. Madan's letter was received by me yesterday and I have 
written to tlie chairman of the steel company, Mr. J.R.D. Tata, 
al>oul the atfair. When his reply is received I will ('ommiinie.ite 
to you what he has to say in the matter. I have also S|K>ken 
to Mr. M. R. M.isani* alwut it. He is in their employ and he 
has agreed to communicate my views to the chairman. I have 
sfiokcn to him rather strongly about the matter. Personally, 
1 think that these jKtjple will have to wait till we get back to 
power but I will try my best t<» see whether they cmihl be rein- 
stated now. 

The tiomination dates for the Central .Vssembly are drawing 
near. I have not yet received any recommcndati*»ns except from 
Kerala, which has been circulated among the members of the 
Board. The i)n>ecss of circulation and receiving of replies is a 
very dilatory one and 1 am afraid it would be difl'icult to dis- 
ix>sc of these applications in lime if I have to wait liir the replies 
from the mernl>er.s. .\or do I sec any possibility of the members 
coming here if I were to call a meeting. I’nfhn* tfjc circumstances 
I see no w.iy out but to give my ticcisiun according to my own 
judgment and to inform the members of the C(«mmitter according- 
ly. If you suggest any other way 1 shall Ik; glad to accept it. 
I am afraid we will get many complaints from many provinces, 
particularly from the Punjab, Madras, Bengal, Nagpur and Berar. 

1 F(Mjn<l«rr and joint <u*CTriAry of OmurrM party, I *^-39; Mayor c*f 

Bombay, I1H3-44; member, Ontra) AwrmWy, membrr, CA, 1947*46; 

Ambaaiatirir to Brazil, 1946*49; FfMifi<irr.mrmlirf and Uerr Preaidcnt cilSwaUntra Party 
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That cannot be helped. 1 have kept a meeting of oiu* committee 
on the 2l8t. If you can come it would be very helpful. 

I have received a draft maniA^to from Jawaharlal and aAer 
it is scrutinised by Bapu I will send it on to you as well as to 
other members. It is intended for the Central Assembly elections 
only. I have not yet received the final proposals from your province. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
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Poona 
17 October 1945 

Doctor Rajendraprasad , 

Dighaghat 

Patna 

YOUR WIRE. NEED NOT COME IF INCONVENIENT. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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Patna 
19 October 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I have sent the following telegram today which I confirm 
hereby : 

Sardar Patel 
Nature Clinic 
Poona 

PROVINCIAL ELECTION BOARD UNANIMOUSLY RECOMMENDS SATVANAKYAN 

[Sinha] bipinbiiiari varma ramayan prasad gourisiiankar saran 

SINIIA BENARSIPR.ASAD JIIUNJHUNWAI~A RAMNARAYAN SINIIA FOR CENl'RAL 
ASSEMBI.Y NONMUSLIM CONSTITUENCIES. COMMUNICATING LATER ABOUT 
MUSLIM SEATS. FINANCIAL HELP NEEDED PARTICULARLY FOR CIIHOTA* 
NAGPUR SEATS AND MUSI.IM SEATS. WRITING. 

The constituencies for which the names are suggested are 
given lielow: 
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Satyanarayan Sinha 
Bipinbihari Varma 
Ratnayan Prasad 
Gourishankar Saran 
Sinha 

Bcnarasiprasad Jhun- 
jhunwala 

Ramnarayan Sinha 


SaranHaitn'DaThhanga 
Champaran-cuni'M uBafTarpur 
Shahabad-cuRi'Patna 
Gaya>cum*Mongh)T 

Bha(i(aJpur<um-Purn(‘a>cum> 
Santhal Parganas 
Chhuianagpur Division 


After considering all the other names the Board decided to 
stick to its prc\'ious dccisioti which 1 had coniintitiicated to you. 
As regards Shri Bipinbihari N'arma we are assured liy the workers 
there tliat there is no suhstaiue in the romplaint of Ramsnehi 
Singh, .^s a matter of fact we are told there is nti (^kingress 
worker of that name in that tliana. There is one man of that 
name who is in scrs'ice of the Harinagar Sugar Mill as propaganda 
officer but he is not regarded as a Congress worker there. 

1 must inform you that in the Chhotanagpur eonstitiieney 
the contest is likely to lie serious as we uiuTei-stand that the Raja 
of Ramgarh is going to stand, fie is very rich and owns 
practically the whole of district of Ha/aribiigh as his zainindari. 
.\lthough Babu Ramnarayan .Sinha will l>e a strong candidate, 
propaganda will be expensive as five districts will have to be co- 
vered. The Muslim seats will be particularly cxfjcnsive as two of 
them cover two divisions and tlie third covers two divisions and the 
province of Orissa, in one constituenry. We are trying to aseertain 
the position regarding the Muslim seats. Kven if it is found neces- 
sary only to help .Muslim candidates set up on liehalf of the Board 
of the Muslim nationalist' parties, they will rccpiirc financial help. 
I am raising funds for helping sullcrers .iiid it will not lie |xissible 
to raise funds for election also. 1 have thrrefiire to de|}cnd on you 
and wc shall not rc<|uire less than Rs. 2.’j,00() fn*m you, if there 
is a contest and if wc have to help in Muslim const ituencirs also. 

As regards the landholders’ s«’at the provincial lioard would 
nominate Babu Chakreshwar Prasad Jain. You may sanction 
his nomination but leave it to us to publish it or not as wc 
consider necessary. 

Yours sincerely, 
Rajcndra Prasad 

Sardar Vallabhhhai Patel 
Poona 


t Small crmimiticc of naiionaU^t Mtutirru who ht^lpcd Minlim caiviirlairf iii 
clrclKmt fO!i4iih*ii ihry woiihl noi jr«n af»y i omtiiunal 
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PS. 

With reference to your letter dated 10 October endonng the 
rqMrt of the Secretary, Kerala Provincial Congress pommittee 
1 am of the opinion that Shri A. Kurunakara Menon should be 
nominated as a Congress candidate for the Central Assembly for 
the West Coast>cum>Nilgiris constituency. 

Rajendra Prasad 
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Poona 
22 October 1945 


Dear Friend, 

Your recommendations of: 

Name Constituency 

(1) Babu Satyanarayan Sinha from Darbhanga*Saran 

(2) Babu Bipin Bihari Varma from MuzafTarpur>Champaran 

(3) Babu Ram Narayan Prasad from Patna-Shahabad 

(4) Babu Gourishankar Sinha from Gaya-Monghyr 

(5) Babu Benarasidas Jhunjunwala from Bhagalpur-Purnea- 
Santhal Parganas 

(6) Babu Ramnarain Sinha from Chhotanagpur Division 

(7) Chakreshwar Prasad Jain from Landholders 

as Congress nominees for the Central Assembly elections have 
been approved and you may inform the candidates accordingly. 
We hope the Congress will come out victorious with a thumping 
majority in all these constituencies. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Secretary 

Bihar Prov. Congress Committee 
Patna 
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Poona 
23 October 1945 


My dear Rajen Babu, 

I have received your letter of the 1 9th instant. 

Our Board met here on the 21st and 22nd. Shankarrao 
Deo and Dr. Pattabhi attended. Others did not come. We 
have disposed of all the selections except those from Punjab 
and Bengal. You must have seen the report in the Press, llie 
Punjab proposals will Ik? discussed tomorrow when the president 
of the provincial committee comers here. 1 have already circu* 
latcd his proposals which you must have received. The time 
being very short, wc have to take a decision without waiting for 
opinions from the other members of the Board. 

About the landholders’ coiisiitucncy, yoilr pro{H>Sjil to nomi- 
nate Balm Chakrcsh\%*ar Kumar Jain has lieen sanctioned, but 
wc have not yet published it iis dcsiretl by you. You may pul>- 
lish it at your convenience and inform me. 

As S(X)n as the nominations are filed you will be able to 
know about the contest and I will cx|>cil you to inform me 
about it. 

I should like to know the exaert position almut the Muslim 
constituencies, and wheaher the Congress is going to contest any 
scat. -\rc there any iiiclep^'iitleiil Muslims contesting? How many 
Muslim seats are llieic and whi> arc the League candidates.^ Please 
give me a full picture of it all. 

I am going tomorrow to Bombay tor .ibout a week and will 
be returning here on or about 1 November. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad 
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29 December 1945 

My dear Rajendra Babu, 

Asaf Ali met me on his return from Madras and 1 bad a 
talk with him about the leadership of the Assembly Party. He 
has agreed to stand aside, as he has realised the difficulties. So 
I hope there will be no more trouble. 

I am awaiting a report from you about the result of your 
discussions with the different Muslim groups in your province in 
connection with the Assembly elections. 

Please ask Babu Satyanarayan Sinha to go to Jamshedpur 
for a day and see Sir Jehangir Ghandy* about the matter which 
was discussed between the two at Calcutta. He had agreed to 
take back those two people and it seems there has been some 
difficulty. Mr. J.R.D'. Tata^ is not here but as soon as he returns 
to Bombay, I will take up the matter with him. 

I want to know what is all the trouble about the students 
in your province. 

It seems there has been wire-pulling in all the provinces 
by the socialist group, who want to canvass support and divide 
the students on party lines again. This will again create difficulties 
amongst students. 

What are your impressions about Pandit Jawaharlal’s tour 
in your province? 

I hope your health has improved. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Babu Rajendra Prasad 
Patna 


1 Director of TaU steel works in Jamshedpur 
3 Head of Tata industrial house 
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Poona 

5 October 1945 


My dear Asaf Ali, 

About a week ago I gave a note [for] you to Syt. Biswanath 
Das* of Orissa in connection with the removal of his disqualifi* 
cation. He must liave seen you by this time. Have you been 
able to do anytiiing in that matter.^ 

1 am enclosing herewith a copy of a telegram I have 
received from Sind. This is another case of disqualification. 
There arc several cases of this tyjw in different provinces. Would 
it be possible for you to approach cither the Private Secretary 
[to the Viceroy] or the Home Secretary' and get uniform instruc* 
tions for the removal of disqualifications issue^ in all the provinces? 

Please let me know briefly what hap|)ened at Delhi in the 
meeting of the various Nationalist Muslim organisations held in 
Delhi recently when Maulana Sahib was there. 

1 hope you arc keeping fit. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Asaf Ali, Esq 
Delhi 


ENCmsURE 

TELKiGRAM 

Karachi 
3 October IMS 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

WORKIMU OOMMirreS URORD OOVT. REMOVAI. DIHilSALWie.ATlON or CONOIIXSUIRN 
CX>KVICTED OVER TWO VEARS- NOW GOVERNOR BIND IIAJ ACTUAIXV RRfWO 
REMOVAL MV DIIQUAIJFICATION A* I WAS CONVICTED OVER TWO YEARS IN 

AUGurr 1942 under 34 and 38 depence India rules thus acting aoainst free 

^ CIoogreM leader of OritMi; cJrcKrd to proviocUJ legubituret 1920 » Piteiiiict of 
Oriwa, 1937-39; Coogrew member of CA; Uter Cknfemor of UP; Ca»kf MiniMer of 
Ornm. 1971-72 
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FAIR ELECTIONS. KINDLY ISSUE PRESS STATESIBNT URGINO VICEROY TO INTBR- 
VENE. SIND GOVERNORS AmTUOE ANTI-CONGRESS AND AUTOCRATIC. 

MAOHAVDAS SIfIVALOHAL, PRESIDENT COMMnTEB JACOBABAD, MEMBER PRO\XNCIAL 
COMMITTElf CARE WISE POUCY. 
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Poona 
18 October 1945 

My dear Asaf Ali, 

I Iiave wired to the Delhi Congress Committee to open your 
election campaign. My cfTorts in Bombay, as desired by you, did 
not succeed and therefore 1 sent you a wire this morning as under: 

“tried hard, she does not agree. BASID not available. REGRET.*’ 

Yesterday 1 received your telegram about your inability to 
come on the 21st, but you suggested that you would be able to 
come on the 22nd. It is {xissible to hold over the meeting but 
whetlicr you would be able to come on the 22nd or not it is for 
you to decide. Your presence will certainly be helpful, but if it 
is very inconvenient you need not come provided that you liave 
full confidence in my judgment in the matter of selection. The 
time at our disposal being very short, it is not possible to wait. 

I liavc received your letter along with a copy of the telegram 
from Sjt. Brijlal Nehru. He had sent a wire to me also and 
1 am awaiting the proposals from the Punjab. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Asaf Ali, Ivsci 
Delhi 
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Poona 
19 October 1945 

My dear Asaf Ali, 

I have your telegram of today. The Punjab recommenda- 
tions have not yet been received. I do not know why Brijlal Nehru 
has withdrawn. I will keep in mind your recommendation about 
Thakurdas Bhargava.' 


^ C^Iongress leader of Punjab; elder brother of Dr. Gopichand Bhargava 
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About Rajaji [C. Rajagupalachari], I can do nothing unless 
his mind is known. As far as I know his heart is in the proxince. 
The Madras Ck>ngrcss Committee have already sent their propo- 
sals. Of course they have not stmt Rajaji’s name as he has 
expressed no desire in that direction. It is impossible for me to 
act on my own initiative in this matter. 1 would hasHS taken 
the risk if I had known that he is inclined to go to the Centre. 

About Sjt. Bhiiluhhai [Drsai], I have already written to 
you. The Gujarat constituency from when* he was returned last 
time has sent only one name, i.e. of Mr. (G.V.j Mavalankar.* In 
Bombay there are two seats for which they have recommended 
Mr. M. R, M.nsani and Dr. Deshmiikh. Hence there is now no 
other place for him. You thm’t know the conditions in Bi>ml>ay. 
VVe have got ftmr applications of which the one of Dr. Jivraj is 
not to be considered because, he is not a voter, .\nolher one is 
a municipal servant or som«'une who is not worth considering. 
Tlicrefore, there were only two left aiul we had no choice. Masani 
is a fairly good candid.itc. About Dr. De^iiiuikh I can say Uiat 
there is no one who can take his place amongst the large Deccani 
population in Bombay, riiey have got the largest number of 
votes in that constituency and they cannot Iw ignored. .-V IVccani 
[Konkuni] candidate has gut to be selected and the Bombay 
Congress Committee tried its utmost to liiid a letter one, but 
they failed. (S.K.) Patil alone can succeed, but the Bombay 
Provincial Congress Committee cannot afl'ord to lose him. He 
is the soul of that committee. Besides, he has got other responsi- 
bilities in Bombay. Therehire, as a last resort we had to fall 
back u|)on Dr. Deshmukh. In spite of his faidts he is a gixid 
fighter and is a s|x>rl also. This lime he will behave all right 
and so you need not be anxious aliout him on this score. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Asaf Ali £s(]. 

Delhi 


t Cicneral Srrrftary, 3<>«h Indian Natninal ('Viogreai, Ahniedahatl, 1921; 
S|)r«lirr, Buml>ay AmrmWy; Prruiilriii, Ontral AaMMnMy, l91<»-52; firrt Stjralutr of 
Lnk Sabha 
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To 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 

Dr. Rajendra Prasad 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant 

Mr. Asaf Ali 

Poona 
20 October 1945 

My dear, 

I am enclosing lierewith the proposals of the Punjab Provin- 
cial Congress Committee for the Central Assembly received today. 
Subsequently in the aflcrnoon I received a telegram from Maulana 
Daud Ghaznavi, which is also copied below the proposals. There 
is only a week leO now because the final date for nominations is 
29th, and I must communicate our decision in time so that there 
may be no delay. 

Regarding the first proposal, Sardar Kapoor Singh is the proper 
candidate and likely to succeed. 

Regarding the second proposal, Sardar Sardul Singh’s’ past 
makes it difficult for us to accept him. I do not mean his political 
career but his denial of his own handwriting about the promis- 
sory note given by him to [Maliaraja of] Nabha.^ The decree 
passed against him and the strictures passed by the High Court 
resulted in his being asked to resign from the Working Committee. 
How can we now accept him as a member of the Central Assembly? 

Regarding the third proposal, Babu Thakurdas Bhargava will 
be the best candidate. Mr. Asaf AH has also strongly recom- 
mended his name. 

Regarding the fourth proposal, Lala Hans Raj cannot be 
replaced and the committee’s recommendation is also unanimous. 
Sjt. Brijlal Nehru has withdrawn his application. 

Regarding the fifth, I am afraid Diwan Chamanlal will have 
to be persuaded in case we do not want to lose the seat. 

I have wired today to Maulana Ghaznavi to come here for 
consultation before final sanction. 

1 Sikh Gongren leader of Punjab; for several years member of CWG 

t Deposed for alleged sympathy eatremisi politicians 
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Please communicate your suggesUons, if any, by telegram. 
Otherwise, 1 will have to dispose of the proposals in the best 
manner possible. 

The provinces have been very dilatory in submitting their 
proposals. The Sind proposals have not yet been received. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

PS. 

I am also enclosing herewith two statements: 

1. showing the names of candidates approved by me on 
behalf of the Board. 

2. unanimous recommendations received so far. 


103 


Poona 
10 Octol)cr 1945 


My dear Kripalani, 

1 am enclosing herewith a report on the proposals for nomi- 
nation to the Central Assembly from the secretary of the Krr.ala 
PCC. There arc three candidates for the Central Assembly. Tin* 
last is not worth considering. Between the first and the second, 
the first one seems to have a very good record and is also a law- 
yer. The second one is anxious to secure our support but on 
comparative merits the first one appears to be superior. Please 
communicate to me your opinion as early as possible. 

KPCC affairs are in a bad way. It was dominated by 
the Communists. The president who was a Communist has 
joined the Muslim League and a large majority of the Commu- 
nists who formed the bulk of the Congress committees have Ix-cn 
expelled or have resigned. They have all decided to supjxirt the 
Muslim League. Under the circumstances we have to rely on 
the report of the secretary. There is no otlicr proper i)cr«m 
to consult. We will have to depend largely upon Dr. Pattabhi s 
guidance in this matter. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Acharya J. B. Kripalani 
Allahabad 



104 


All India Congress Gommittee 
Swaraj Bhawan 
Allahabad 
15 October 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

It is good of you to have asked my opinion about the Kerala 
candidates for the Central Assembly. But 1 do not know in what 
capacity I can give my opinion. I hud wanted my position with 
regard to the important committees formed out of the members 
of the Working Committee to be made clear. I wanted a deci- 
sion of the Working Committee on the general question. Till 
that general question was decided 1 had declined the kind offer 
of the President to be on the Central Parliamentary Board. I 
therefore do not thihk that I am competent to give my opinion 
about the merits of the Kerala candidates, as a member of your 
committee. I hope you will not misunderstand in any way the 
position I have taken. 

Unofficially of course I agree with you that the first candidate, 
considering the facts as given by the Kerala secretary, deserves 
preference. 

I hope the treatment there is having a desirable cficct. Plea- 
se keep me in touch with your programme. 

With regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
J. B. Kripalani 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
68 Marine Drive 
Bombay 
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Nationalist Christian Party 
C/o Anglo I.usitaiio 
15 Bank Street, Fort 
Ihmtbav 
10 OctoiMT 1945 

Dear Sardar Sahib, 

Now that the. clectioiis to the Central Assi’inbly arc fast 
approaching, I take the liberty of addressing you this letter. 

You are well aware that Christians come in the general 
constituency for the Central Assembly. In view of their small 
numbers on the electoral roll, there is absolutely no chance ft>r 
any Christian to stand independently aiuUge.t himself elected. 

May I, therefore, be permitted to suggest that when the 
Congress considers applications for the Central Assembly 
Christians are also put up on the Congress ticket? 

Thanking you, and with respectful pranams, 

Yours sincerely, 
F. M. Pinto 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 


lOG 


PiM»na 
12 Octoljcr 1945 


Dear Mr. Pinto, 

I have received your letter of the 10th instant. 

Mr. B. S. Gilani of the Punjab is in correspondence with me 
on the subject. It is not easy for any Christian candidate to succeed 
in any constituency for the Central Assembly even with Congress 
backing, and wc cannot afford to lose a seat in these elections 
at the present critical juncture. If it is possible in any place 
without risk of losing the scat to run a Christian candidate, the 
province where it is possible will certainly do so. 
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Rajkumari Amrit Kaur is here and she does not desire to stand 
for the Assembly. Dr. D’Silva has no chance in Jubbulpore. 
Mr. Gilani does not intend to do so. I do not know the exact 
position about the other candidates. I will make enquiries. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

F. M. Pinto, Esq. 

Bombay 
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Bombay 
11 October 1945 

Sardar Valiablibhai 
Poona * 

GLAD TO INFORM YOU NATIONAL GROUP MEETING RESOLVED QUOTE 
SUPPORTS CANDIDATURE OF MANU SUBEDAR WHO SEEKS REELEC* 
TION UNQUOI E 

MANU SUBEDAR 
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Poona 
12 October 1945 

My dear Manubhai, 

Thanks for your telegram. 

I am glad the National Group has taken the correct decision. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Mtinu Subedar 
Bombay 
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Bcigautn, 
16 October 1945 

My dear Sardar, 

I am herewith forwarding Sjt Kunte’s* letter to you for dis- 
posal. He desires that a representative from Alihag district should 
be nominated this time for the Central Assembly. Last time 
Karnatak had the chance. 

While in Bombay I brought the resolution passed by the District 
Congress Committee of Alibag in this connection to the notice of 
Sjt. [R.R.] Diwakar.2 He gave me to understand that the D.Cs 
of Ratnagiri and Alibag would be consulted before nominations 
are recommended to you. 

After my arrival here I was sorry to Iwirn that the question 
has assumed a communal turn. 

With regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Gangadhar Rao Deshpande 


no 


Poona 
18 October 191 a 


My dear Gangadhar Rao, 

I have received your letter of the 16th inst. Karnatak pro- 
vince having a large number of votes in that constituency, it has 
a right to have its own candidate. Alibag district can have a 
scat in that constituency if Karnatak province agrees to have 
one from there, not otherwise. But the decision taken by tin 
KPCG* having the supjjort of the MPCG, nothing ran be d«ine 

1 Congressman of Bombay; laler S|)cakcr of IV>mbay Assembly 
•Joined non-co-operation movement in 11)21; Secretary .intI rewe rni 

Karnatak PCC; pioneered movement for separate Karnatak State, ^ ^ 
several yean; member, CA; Central Minbter, 1948-52; Governor of Bihar. 1. »2-i7; 
President, Gandhi Peace Foundation 

3 Karnatak Pradesh Congress Committee 
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for the applicant referred to in your letter. Please inform him 
accordingly. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Gangadhar Rao Deshpande 
Belgaum 
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Poona 
17 October 1945 


My dear Patil, 

I have just received a telegram from one Mr. Madhukar 
Rajadhyaksha which is quoted below: 

SELECTION DOCTOR DESIIMUKII STRONGLY RESENTED BY DADAR PUBLIC. 
LETTER FOLIXJWS. * 

You may enquire about it and let me know if the man is of 
any consequence. If you think it necessary you may communicate 
this telegram to Dr. Deshmukh also. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri S.K. Patil 

381 Sandhurst Road 

Bombay 
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Esplanade House 
Fort 
Bombay 
19 October 1945 


My dear Sardatji, 

The main criticism, as you arc aware, is levelled against 
Dr. Deshmukh’s nomination. He is a great personal friend of 
mine and we have known each other for five and thirty years. 
There is no doubt however that he has during the last five or 
six years often committed the unpardonable blunder of going 
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directly against the wishes of the Congress leaders, either in the 
Assembly or outside it. 

Regarding Masani, although his selection cannot be criti- 
cised as severely as Deshinukh’s, 1 believe a better man should 
have been chosen, \lasani has openly declared the severance of 
his connection with politics and he has resigned bis membership 
of the Congress Socialist Party. 

1 remain, 

Yours obediently and 
gratefully, 
Jamnadas Dwarkadas 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 
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Poona 
23 October 1945 


My dear Jamnadas, 

I have received your letter of the 19th inst. 1 am coming 
to Bombay tomorrow and shall be staying there for about a week. 
If you will meet me there some day during the week I shall be 
able to explain to you that the decision taken by us was inevi- 
table under the circumstances and there is nothing to regret at>out it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri Jamnadas Dwarkadas 
Bombay 
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Poona 
19 October 1945 


My dear Moraiji,' 

Your recommendation for the selection of Sjt. G. V. Mava- 
lankar as Congress candidate for the Central Assembly is hereby 

IPCS, Bombay, 1918; resiffned in 1930 to join civil dbobedience movement; 
Minister, Bombay Government, 1937-39; Home Minister, 1946-52; Chief Minister, 
1952-56; thereafter Central Minister of Commerce and Industry and later Finance, 
resigned under iCamaraj Plan, 1963; Deputy Prime Minister in Mrs. Indira Gandhi s 
Cabinet, 1967-69 
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approved and the order may be communicated to him. I hope 
there will be no contest. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patd 

Shri Moraiji Desai 

G/o Gujarat Provincial Congress Committee 
Ahmcdabad 
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Poona 
19 October 1945 


Dear Friend, 

Your recommendation for the selection of Sjt. N. V. Gadg^l' 
and Sjt. B. S. Hirey^ as Congress candidates in the Central Divi- 
sion (seven districts) is hereby approved. They are authorised 
to stand on the Congress ticket for the Central Assembly. Please 
inform these two candidates accordingly. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


The Secretary 

Maharashtra Provincial Congress Committee 
Poona 
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Poona 
22 October 1945 

Dear Friend, 

Your recommendations of: 

Name Constituency. 

1. Dr. G. V. Deshmukh from Bombay city 

2. Shri M. R. Masani ,, -do- 

3. Shri Manu Subedar „ Indian Merchants’ Chamber, 


ISecrruuT and later IVeudent of Congress Committee, Poona, MLA 
(Central), 1934; party whip in Central Legislative Assembly; joined Nehru Cabinet 
in August 1947; Governor of Punjab 

2 Congressman of long standing and member, CWC; Prendent, MPCQ 
1948-52; Minister in Bombay Government, 1932-56 
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as Congress candidates for the Central Assembly clccUons have 
been approved and you may inform the candidates accordingly. 
We hope the Congress will come out victorious with a thumping 
majority in all these constituencies. 

Yours sincerely, 
V'allabhbhai Patel 

The Secretary 

Bombay Provincial Congress Committee 
Bombay 
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TELEGRAM 

Ahmedahad 
23 October 

Sardar Patel 
Poona 

VADIBHAI PLEDGE POSTED TO SHANTU.AL BOMBAY. 

1.AI.AKAKA 
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TELEGRAM 


Poona 
21 October IMIf) 

Lalakaka 

Secretary Congress 
Ahmedabad 

YOUR WIRE. VADILAL’s NOMINATION APPROVED 

VALI.AUIIBIIAI 
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7 Altamoiil Road 
Bombay 
G .Novtnnber 194.') 


Dear Sardar Sahib, 

Pardiwala' tells me that as a result of my talk with you 
when you were here, I left you with the impression that 1 thought 

1 Advocate of Bombay High Court with Congres sympathies 
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SAKOAR PATEL’s OORRESPONDENCE 


I was conferring an obligation on the Congress by accepting 
nomination for the Assembly and also that I had expected you 
or the Central Election Board to help financially in the campaign. 

I don’t know how I could have given you such an impression. 
I can only assure you that I am by no means insensible of the 
honour it is to be the standard-bearer of the Congress in this or 
any other sphere of activity. Indeed, I consider it a privilege. 

As regards finance, 1 was only trying to make the point that 
in this contest wc should place the emphasis on mobilising the 
idealism and the .undoubted strength of sentiment for the Congress 
and not depend on a larger number of paid workers or a fleet 
of taxis. A certain amount of expense is of course inevitable and I 
thought, and still think, that the amount mentioned in the note I 
left with you on that occasion was quite adequate. There was, 
therefore, no need, in my view, for any contribution from out- 
side. I can assure you that the interests and prestige of the Con- 
gress come first with me also and, so as not to leave any room 
for the thought in your mind or in any other quarter that the 
Congress interest may in any the slightest way be adversely affected, 
I have told |S.K.] Patil this morning that any expenditure the 
BPGG thinks necessary will be undertaken, even though it may go 
beyond the limit mentioned by me. I hope this will remove any 
uneasiness that may be left in your mind. 

You will be glad tc know that everything is being done 
jointly and in fullest co-operation between Patil and ourselves. 
Paradoxically enough, our difficulty in getting a high poll is likely 
to be caused by the weakness of the other candidate through 
people not taking the election too seriously! But we shall do 
everything possible to counter this. 

With regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. R. Masani 
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Poona 
7 November 1945 

My dear Masani, 

I have received your letter of yesterday. 

If matters have been arranged satisfactorily I have nothing 
to say. You told me definitdy that in other countries parties 
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bear the cost of candidates and when you gave me your nomi- 
nation you were under the same impression. You also said tliat 
you did not know that you will have to spend money for this 
election and if you had known, perhaps you would have kept 
out. These statements of yours gave me the impression referred 
to in your letter and I spoke to Pardiwala and Syt. Purushottam 
about it. I was in a hurry to return here and 1 had no lime 
to call you again. So 1 asked them to speak to you about it. 
I am glad things have been settled to your satisfaction. 

Yj>ui's sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri M.R. Masani 
7 Altamont Road 
Bombay 
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Bclgaum 
0 November l‘>45 


My dear Sardar, 

Mr. Jagtap* saw me again yesterday. He relies nu>rc on 
the assurances of Kambll and others in Dharwar and Bij.apur 
districts. My own calculation is that his chances are very jwior. 
But if Kambli is really serious our friends in Dltarwai and Bija- 
pur will have to be more active. 

Mr. Jagtap said he would meet you in Poona. Y«)U may 
be knowing that he is the owner of the buildings occupied by 
Dr. Dinsha of Nature Clinic. 

I am not still hopeful about Inamdari constituency. Messrs 
Latthe^ and Poddar are doing their best. 1 am also doing 
whatever is possible. 

Wishing you health, 

Yoers sincerely, 
Gangadhar Deshpandc 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


1 Title-holder of British days; retired io 1942; wanted to contest elections in 

1945 with support of his Maratha became Dewan of Kolhapur 

apronunent Congress worker of Maharashtra, oecamc 

and later Finance Minister in Kher Ministry in Bombay 


S. C.-1I-8 
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Poona 

10 November 1945 

My dear Gangadhar Rao, 

I have received your letter of the 8th instant. Diwan Baha> 
dur Jagtap has asked for an appointment and he will meet me 
tomorrow morning. Even if he stands he has no chance. He 
has also seen Balasahcb Khcr' in Bombay. 

About Mr. Tulpule’s^ constituency you may do your best. 
I am not so [diffident] about it from the reports received from 
other parts of the constituency. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sliri Gangadhar Rao Deshpande 
Belgaum * 

PS. 

D. B. Jagtap met me today. He is standing and expects to 
be supported by the Hindu Sabha and the Lingayat groups of 
Kambli. 


^ B. G. Khcr, popularly known as Balasahcb Khcr; solicitor; entered politics 
ill ni22; Secretary of Swaraj Party and of B;ardoli Satyagraha Inquiry Committee; 
emerged on national scene in 1937 when Sardar Patel selected him in preference 
to K. F. Nariman as leader, Bombay Legislature C«ongress party; became first 
Premier of Bombay; High Commissioner in London 
* Member, Bombay Assembly, from Poona 
^ Influential caste in M>'sore State 
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TELEGRAM 


Poona 

15 October 1945 

Aligulkhan 

President 

Congress Committee 
Peshawar 

Mehrchand Khanna 

Care Congress Committee • 

Peshawar 

NO PROPOSALS ABOUT CENTRAL ASSEMBLY CONOR ESS CANIIIDATES 
RECEIVED. WIRE IMMEDIATELY. 

VALLABHBIIAI 
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Poona 
16 October 1945 

My dear Kripalani, 

Yesterday Bapu showed me your letter about the proposal 
of the UP Provincial Congress Committee to scud you to the 
Central Assembly. A few hours later your telegram regarding 
your decision to refuse the offer came. I cannot understand 
why they should have put up your name without ascertaining 
your wishes. I have got the proposals from the UP Congress 
Committee in which your name is placed first from the seven 
cities. The date for nominations is very near and I had there- 
fore to wire today to Pantji to select another in your place and 
send the proposal to me. They have not even obtained the 
pledges from the candidates whose proposals have been sent to me. 

115 
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SAROAR PATBL*S CORRESPONDENCE 

I read in the Press that you were down with influenza. I 
hope you have got over it by this time. 

I am enclosing herewith a manifesto drawn up by Jawahar- 
lal and corrected by Bapu. This is intended for the Central 
Assembly elections. As we are not likely to meet early, a copy 
of this manifesto has been sent to Maulana also for approval. 
If you have to suggest anything please write to me immediately 
as the matter is to be treated as urgent. 

What has Sucheta' [Kripalani] done about her new appoint- 
ment ? When is she going to take charge and where would you go 
after her going tt> Wardha for that purpose? 

I am going to Bombay for a week on the 25th for some 
business and will return here on the 1st. Bapu is going to stay 
here during my absence. After my return he will decide about 
his programme for Bengal. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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TELEGRAM 


Poona 
17 October 1945 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant 
Nainital 

KRIPALANI DECLINES TO STAND. SELECT ANOTHER FROM SEVEN CITIES 
AND WIRE. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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Lucknow 
17 October 1945 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

I am in receipt of your telegram. You should have received 
my reply sent this morning. I am rather perplexed. I was 
credibly informed that Kripalaniji was prepared to shoulder the 

1 Wife of Acharya Kripalani; lecturer, Banaras Hindu University, 193I-39: 
member, CA, 1946; member. CWC, 1950-52; Lok Sabha, 1952-62; Chief Minuter, 
UP, October 1963 to March 1967 
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responsibility. The proposal was made in writing by some of 
our common friends who were believed to be in close touch with 
him. The question was in fact directly put by me to some of 
them and they assured me that they h.id put up his name after 
consulting him. I did not personally sound him as I thought 
that it would not be quite in the fitness of things to do so till we 
had your approval. Sometimes such inquiry is a little embarrass- 
ing and even irritating. We ourselves readily welcomed the 
suggestion, and the minds of some of us had in fact liccn run- 
ning in the same direction even independently. Kripalaniji would 
have been an immense source of strength to the party in the 
Assembly. One holding the prominent position he does in public 
life would have raised the general standard and stamina of the 
Congress Party in the Central largislaturc. However, as he is 
not willing we have to find a suitable substitute. T do not know 
if it has appeared in the papers on that side, but it is a fact that 
steps were taken after we had decided to send up his name liy 
friends closely associated with him to hav^ the initials of his name 
which were wrongly entered in the electoral register amended 
and the necessary corrections have been made. It appears that 
all these measures had been taken without any reference to him 
in the hope that he would not decline the offer w'hrn made. 
This hope however has not matured. I cannot send you fresh 
proposals forthwith. I am calling an emergency meeting of the 
Provincial Election Board on the 20th as T have already in- 
formed you, and hope to be able to wire the final se!erti»>ns some 
time on the 20th. Only I am afraid the projwsals may leak 
out prematurely in conscfjuence of such telegraphic communi- 
cation. We had not formally consulted even other nominees. 
As indicated above, we thought it w’ould not be quite appropri- 
ate to do so before you had placed your seal of approval on 
them. I am now trying to get in touch with others also and 
before we send you any final list we will now take care to ascer- 
tain the w'ishes of the persons whom we recommend. This in- 
stance will serve as a lesson and we will be more careful here- 
after. 

I annex my tour programme for the next fortnight. Letters 
and telegrams bearing my name will, I expect, reach me whcrc- 
ever I happen to be. 

Trust this finds you well. ,, , 

^ Yours sincerely, 

G. B. Pant 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Poona 
18 October 1945 

My dear Pantji, 

As desired by you in your letter, I authorise you to publish 
the names of the candidates submitted by you for the Central 
Assembly except that of Mr. Kripalani who has declined to accept 
the offer. I do not know why he was not consulted before his 
name was proposed. 

Mr. Padampat Singhania' writes to me today that in the 
province of UP there being no reservation for representation 
of commerce and industry they have to look to the Congress for 
such representation, and he wants me to look into the matter 
and advise the proviticial parliamentary board to provide at 
least one representative of commerce and industry in these elect- 
ions for the Central Assembly. I have written to him that his 
letter is too late and that the names proposed by the UPPCC 
have already been sanctioned, and that there is no time left for 
making any changes at this late stage. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant 
Nainital 
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Poona 
22 October 1945 

Dear Friend, 

Your recommendations of: 

Name Constituency 

1. Shri Balkishan Sharma from Seven Cities 

2. Shri Kishenchandra Sharma from Meerut Division 

3. Krishna Dutt Paliwal from Agra Division 

4. Shri Damodar Swamp Seth from Rohilkhand & Kumaon 
Division 

* Industrialist of Kanpur, MLA, 1937.38; member, CA, 1949*52 
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5« Pandit Govind Nfalaviya from Allahabad & Jhansi Division 
Babu Sri Pra k asa from Benares & Goraklipur Division 

7. Shri Mohanlal Saxena from Lucknow Division 

8. Sardar Jogendra Singh from Fyazabad Division 

as Congress candidates for the Central /\ssembly elections ha\e 
been approved and you may inform the candidates accordingly. 
Wc hope the Congress will come out victorious with a thumping 
majority in all these constituencies. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Secretary 

UP Prov. Congress Committee 
Lucknow 
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• Poona 

23 October 1945 

My dear Pantji, 

I have received your letter of the 17lh instant. 

The Board met on the 21st and 22nd and disposed of selcc* 
tions of 43 constituencies of different provinces. The report about 
it has appeared in the Press already. Except for the Pnnjal» 
and Bengal wc have practically finished the wliole of India. I’roin 
Bengal I hav'c not yet got any information, but as .Maulana (A/ad| 
is there he will be able to deal with it. As far as the Punjab is 
concerned the president of the Punjab Provincial Camiinittee is 
coming here today and wc shall dispose of it tomorrow. 

I am going to Bombay tomorrow after n<K>n for a week and 
will return here on or about the 1st. 

I published the nominations of your province because people 
were pestering me with all sorts of recommendations and propo- 
sals. It w^ls necessary to stop all that, from Benares Sri Prakasa 
wired to me recommending the inclusion of Ram Ratan Gupta’. 
Mr. Padampat Singhania wrote to me for providing one scat 
for commerce and industry. 

I am surprised about Kripalani’s altitude in this matter. 
I do not understand him. How can a common friend give is 
proposal in writing if he had not got some inkling a wut it . 

1 Industrialiit of Kanpur, cl<« a»oci.tc of R. A. Kidwai; Mayor of Kanpur; 
was twice member of Central Legislature 
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SARDAR Patel’s correspondence 


I have been sending all the proposals from our committee 
to him for opinion, but his replies are very queer. 

He seems to be dissatisfied and sends remarks which suggest 
that his opinion is unnecessary. 

What is going to happen about the Muslim seats of the 
Central Assembly in your province? Is there going to be no 
Congress candidate? Arc there any independent Muslims con- 
testing the League candidates? Please give me a full picture of 
the situation in this connection. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Govind Ballabh Pant 
Jaunpur 
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* TELEGRAM 

Calcutta 
23 October 1945 

Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

VOUR telegram twenty-first. BENGAL ELECTION BOARD PROPOSE 
ARUNCHANDRA ONLY CANDIDATE FOR SURMA VALLEY CONSTITUENCY. 
WIRE DECISION. 

PRAKULLA GHOSH, SECRETARY, BENGAL BOARD 
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Poona 
23 October 1945 

My dear Prafulla Babu, 

Thanks for your telegram this morning about the Bengal 
recommendation for the Surma Valley constituency. I have 
wired in reply as under: 

ARUNCIIANDRA’s SELRCmON SURMA VALLEY CONSTITUENCY APPROVED. 

I have received a telegram from the BPCC secretary, Sjt. 
Kalipada Mukherji, that the Bengal proposals for the Central 
Assembly candidates will not be submitted before the 29th. The 
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nomination date is 3 November. The date fixed for the sclec- 
tion of candidates is very late and leaves ver\- little margin. Of 
course, you and \faulana being there, I have nothing much to 
see in these proposals. Ndaulana would lie able to give his final 
approval, but as soon as tlie proposals are ready they shouhl be 
communicated to me for our ofliee here. 

I have no idea as to the }K>sititin of tlic (attigrests in this 
matter. There are, I believe, six non* Mohammedan seats. Sarat 
Babu is going to contest one. ^Vho are the other live likely to 
be selected? Would it be possible to iuelude one C.hiistian or 
Harijan? Informally, have you thouglit of any names? What 
about the Muslim seats? How many Muslim seats have ytm got? 
I think about 8 or 9. How many Clongress eaiulidates are to 
be set up for these scats and what is your estimate about the 
chances of success? Arc there any independent Muslims contest- 
ing any of these seats? Please send me all the information as 
soon as piossible. ^ 

I am going to Bombay tomorrow for a week anti if you 
write anything during this interval, do so by air mail at iny 
Bombay address. 

Yours sincerely, 
V^diabhbhai Patel 

Dr. P.C. Ghosh 
Calcutta 
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Itombay 
2(» r)( tt»ber I'H^* 

My dear Prafulla Babu, 

I have received your letter of the 23r<l instant. \ou say 
in your letter that the Bengal Election Board wa; formed on the 
19th. But the chairman is at Kursrong and out of the three 
members, including the chairman, Mahamadi Ashrafuddin, is 
in jail, and therefore you arc the sole member in charge of the 
elections in Bengal. It is not a very sati.sfactor>' arrangement. 
Independently you will be able to do nothing without obtaining 
the consent of the chairman who is not there. 

The Central Assembly nominations are to be given on the 
3rd and yet no proposals can be formulated till the 2nd when 
you expect Sarat Babu to return. Surely this would create great 
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difiBcuIties in our work. What is the Hindu Mahasabha going 
to do? How many seats arc they going to contest? Who are 
the probable candidates to be selected on the Congress ticket? 
Please give me some rough idea of these things. 

What is going to happen about the provincial elections? 
Will the responsibility of selections and running the elections devo- 
lve on the small committee of these three persons? Or will you 
form another board? I hope that all efforts will be made to 
present a united front in these elections against all opposition 
to the Congress, either from the Hindu Mahasabha or the Muslim 
League or any other anti-Congress group. This is a question 
of now or never. Bengal has suffered tremendously in the past 
five years and it is for us to make or mar the future of Bengal. 
The Congress must present a united front and sink all its per- 
sonal differences. There should be no desire on the part of any- 
body to take advantage of the present situation and work on 
party lines or to wo^k for strengthening one’s party organisation. 

I had a letter from Maulana Sahib today in which he says 
that so far as Bengal is concerned the expenses required will be 
raised by Bengal largely ljut some help will be required from the 
Centre also. Please discuss this question in all its aspects very 
carefully with Maulana Sahib as well as with your own reliable 
friends and let me have some rough idea as to the amount which 
will be required and what part of it will be raised in the pro- 
vince and what will be required by way of help from the Centre. 
I wish to ascertain my own rraponsibility so that I may be able 
to arrange in time to meet all our requirements. I am sending 
this letter by air mail and expect you also to reply by air mail. 
I am leaving Bombay for Poona on 1 November. 

Hoping you are doing well, 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Prafulla Chandra Ghosh 
Calcutta 

PS. 

I hear that Sarat Babu is coming here on the 5th for a day. 
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Calcutta 
10 November 1945 


Sardar Vallabhbliai Patel 
Poona 

ARRIVED HERE YESTERDAY. MAm.ANA LEFT FOR BINnilACHAI. 
SEVENTH. YOUR LETTER AND DETAtLS OF OUR CONVERSATION RE- 
GARDING CENTRAL PARUAMENTARY BOARD MEETING AND SIKli 
(QUESTION BEING SENT HIM TODAY BY SPECIAL MESSENGER. 

SARATBOSF. 
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P(K)iia 

II November 191.5 

My dear Sarat, 

Thanks for your telegram. 

I was very sorry to hear that you missed the train by ten 
minutes. It must have put you to a lot of inronvenienci-. 

I am thankful to you for sending a special messenger to 
Maulana as the letter and the instrurtions 1 have given for him 
were urgent. 

The scrutiny is over and llu; election campaign must have 
commenced in full swing. Please keep me informed of the nature 
and strength of opposition in all the constituencies, both .Muslim 
and non-Muslim. 

Y<< ns sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Sarat Chandra Bose 
1 VVoodburn Park 
Calcutta 
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Kurseong 
12 November 1945 


Sardar Patel 
Poona 

MAUt.Vt WALIUR RAHMAN CANDIDATE PRESIDENCY-CUM-BURDWAN 
AND MAtTEVI MOIIlUDDtN KHAN CANDIDATE RAJSHAHI DIVISION 
MOHAMEDAN CONSTITUENCIES CENTRAL ASSEMBLY INFORMED ME 
AND PRESIDENT BPCC ON TENTH THAT THEY WOULD STAND ON 
CONGRESS TICKET AND NO OTHER TICKET. PLEASE APPROVE AND MAKE 
NECESSARY ANNOUNCEMENT. 

* SARATBOSE 
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Poona 

13 November 1945 

President 

Bengal Provincial Congress Committee 
Calcutta 

ACCORDING SARATBOSE’s TELEGRAM MAULVI WALIUR RAIIMAN’s 
CANDIDATURE PRESIDENCY-CUM-BURDWAN DIVISION AND MAULVI 
MOHIUDDIN’s CANDIDATURE RAJSHAHI DIVISION MOHAMEDAN CONS- 
TITUENCIES CENTRAL ASSEMBLY APPRO\’^ED. PLEASE INFORM CANDI- 
DATES CONCERNED. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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Calcutta 
15 November 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

YOUR TELEGRAM TO PRESIDENT BPCC. I AS SECRETARY ELECTION 
board was not informed anything ABOIST CONGRESS CANDI- 
DATURE OF WALIUR RAHMAN AND MOHtUDDIN KHAN BY SARATBABU. 

PRAFl’I.LA GHOSH 
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TEI.EGRAM 

Calcutta 
24 November 1915 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

REQUEST YOU ADDRESS NUMBER OF ELECTION MEETINGS CAI.CU’ITA 
SUBURBS CONSTITUENCY WHERE SYAMAPRASAD MOUKERJEE CONTESTING 
CONGRESS NOMINEE NAGENDRANATH MUKHOPADHYAY. POLLING ON 
ELEVENTH DECEMBER. WIRE YOUR CONSENT GIVING ARRIVAL DAIE 
FOR WORKING COMMITTEE. 

KIRON SHANKAR ROY* 
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TELEGRAM 

Bombay 
25 November 1945 

Kiron Shankar Roy 

Congress 

Calcutta 

YOUR WIRE. HEALTH DELICATE. REGRET CAN’t FIX PROGRAMME 
BEFORE REACHING CALCUTTA. 

VALLABHBHAI 


1 Leader of CongreM party in Bengal Legislative Assembly 
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Calcutta 

Dear Sardaiji, 

Sjt. Kiron Shankar Roy has telegraphed to you requesting 
you to address a number of meetings in the Calcutta suburban 
constituency (Central Legislative Assembly election) where Dr. 
Syama Prasad Mookerjee is contesting Sj. Nagcndranath 
Mukhopadhya^, the Congress nominee. The contest in this 
constituency will be fought on the ideological plane but personal 
equation may creep in. Although Sj. Nagendranath Mukho* 
padhyay, B.L., is a veteran Congressman who non-co-operated in 
1921 and never resumed practice, having been incarcerated 
several times, Dr. Syama Prasad Mookerjee in communal-ridden 
Bengal where the Congress Nationalist Party did a good deal 
of mischief will try, to mislead the electors whose number is 
limited and confined to the upper class Hindus. The constituency 
comprises the urban areas of three districts, viz. Hooghly, How- 
rah and 24 Parganas but the Congress organisation in the latter 
district being not very strong, the electors there will understand 
the Congress view re: self-determination and Pakistan if it comes 
from you and I am sure if you address a number of meetings 
victory of the Congress candidate will be assured. 

With regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Atulya Ghosh 
Officcr-in-Charge 
Congress Election Office 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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29 November 1945 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter asking me to address u number 
of meetings in the Calcutta suburban constituency fur the. Cen- 
tral Assembly election. Sjt. Kirun Shankar Roy had sent me a 
telegram for the same purpose but my health is very d«'licale and 
I am going out for the first time after a long time. Whether 
my health will bear. the strain of this journey and the normal work 
of the two committees for which 1 am coming to Calcutta is a 
question. I do not think I will be able to address any meetings 
nor do I think that Dr. B. C. Roy will allow me to undertake 
any such programme. However, you can see me when I am there. 

Yours sincerely, 

• V'allabhbhai I’atel 


Sjt. Atulya Ghosh 
Calcutta 
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TELEGRAM 

29 November 1945 

Sarat Bose 
Calcutta 

YOUR WIRE. WILL AGREE IF HEALTH PERMITS AFTER ARRIVAL. 

VALLABHDIIAI 
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Raipur 
31 October 1945 


My dear Sardar Sahib, 

I am sure we shall be able to give you a strong and united 
team from our province. Till the elections arc over no o V 
is in a position to dictate to us anything and we arc n . 
mercy of any group. The province as a whole stands by us and 
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we shall be able to give a good account of ourselves. For the 
Central Assembly all our three nominees have been returned 
unopposed. In the landholders’ constituency Mr. Ganpat Rao 
Dani has also been returned unopposed as you know already. . . . 

I am surprised that of all persons my son Bhagwati should 
have written a long letter of bitter complaint to Bapu against 
Seth Shivdas Daga. I shall be obliged if you kindly send me a 
copy of that letter. Bhagwati is a sentimental boy and I feel he 
has played into the hands of interested persons. . . . 

Seth Govind Das' seems to be drifting away from his moor> 
ings; but I hope he will soon discover his mistake and realise 
that it will not pay him to work in the manner he has started. 
We arc not obstructing him in any way nor do we propose to 
create any trouble which will again give a bad name to our 
province. It was surprising that Seth Govind Das’s son applied to 
you directly for a ticket for the Central Assembly ignoring UPCC. 
I am not sure whether it was done without the knowledge of 
Seth Govind Das. His withdrawal subsequently has closed the 
episode. It is a (Kiinter for the future and wc shall have to 
act cautiously. . . . 

With best wishes, 

I am. 

Yours sincerely, 
R. S. Shukla 
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Poona 

7 November 1945 

My dear Ravishankar, 

I have your two letters of 31 October which reached me 
only yesterday. I have destroyed your son’s long letter as I 
thought it was not worth preserving. It was a long tirade against 
Mr. Shivdas Daga containing charges of black-marketing and 
other misdeeds. It was alleged in this letter that his release was 
arranged through his man who paid money for the war fund. 
I do not think this is a matter worth worrying about. 

Mr. [H. V.] Kamath^ met me in Bombay at my place. He is 
anxious to know what he should do in your province. If you want 

1 Oldest living parliamentarian in India; became MI..\ in 1923; AIGC 
memlicr since 1920; prolific Hindi writer 

* Joined ICS in London 1929; resigned 1938 to join freedom movement; later 
joined Forward Bloc; member. Central Assembly, 1940; elected to Lok Sabha on 
PSP ticket in 19r>r> and l%2; member, Administrative Reforms Commission 
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him he is willing to go to the Provincial Assembly. If you do 
not want him there he would rather not go. 1 think he had some 
talk about it with your colleague, Mr. Mehta. I should like 
to know your opinion in this matter as also Mr. .Xsaf .\li‘s. 

I congratulate you for the unopposed return of all the three 
candidates from your province for the Central Assembly. It is 
the best record so far and I hope the same will be the result in 
the provincial elections also. I also hope that you will be able 
to secure some Muslim seats against the l.cague in the Piovincial 
Assembly. 

I have already guessed about the attitude of Seth Govind 
Das. His son’s proposal for nomination gave rue a clue. 

I am here till the 19th and then we go to Bombay. As vour 
Central Assembly elections arc over, if you ran come here, pre- 
ferably both of you, it would be giKxl. 1 want to disruss lertain 
important matter in connection with (he three provinces grouped 
in your governmental province. It is dillirult tt) discuss all 
matters by correspondence. Please inform me by wire. Your 
letter reached me six days after. 

Yours sincerely, 
V’allabhbhai Patel 

Pandit Ravishankar Sliukla 
Raipur 

145 

44 King’s Way 
Nag|>ur 
6 November 1945 

My dear Chief, 

In continuation of my letter to you from Bombay I have 
to state that I am now in a jrosition to report about the position 
of the two labour seats in this province (C.P. i> Berar). 

The seat at Nagpur is from the Trade Union constituency. 
Only two trade unions in this constituency Jiave been certified by 
the Governor. Of these tw'o trade unions the Nagpur 'I'cxtile 
Labour Union is entitled to vote for nearly 6,000 members. Mr. 
R. S. Ruiker' is the president of this union. I'hc other trade 
union, known as the Press Employees Association, has about 250 
members on the electoral rolls. Of the 6,000 members belonging 

^ Leading labour leader of Bombay 


S.C.-II.9 
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to the Textile Labour Union over 2,000 represent the Mahar 
community, while 600 represent the Mussalman community. 
The rest are caste Hindus. I understand that the Depressed Glass 
Federation arc thinking of setting up a candidate who is entit- 
led to vote in the Trade Union constituency. But they have not 
so far been able to find a suitable candidate who can defeat 
Mr. Ruiker. 

The other Labour scat is from Jubbulpore representing the 
unorganised factory labour within the municipal limits of Jubbul* 
pore, Katni aijd Kymorc. I am the sitting member of this consti- 
tuency. The Communists wanted to set up candidates both in 
Trade Union constituency of Nagpur and the factory labour 
Constituency of Jubbulpore. But I am afraid that they cannot 
set up any non-worker member of the Communist Party. Should 
they set up a worker, he will have very little support and he is 
sure to be defeated. Except for purposes of nuisance value, the 
Communists cannot have any advantage in setting up a worker 
cither at Nagpur or &t Jubbulpore. 

I’hc labour scat of the Jubbuljjorc Unorganised I.abour 
constituency can, therefore, lie successfully contested by a Con- 
gress candidate. 

With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
V. R. Kalappa' 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 


14G 

Poona 
9 November 1945 

Dear Mr. Kalappa, 

I have received your letter of the 6th instant. 

I have not written to you anything about Mr. Salve’s 
selection for the Central Assembly. You know that he is the 
only Christian candidate selected from all over India and our 
great national organisation cannot afford to neglect the claims 
of important minorities. Your claim therefore had to be over- 
looked, but that need not disappoint you. After all, in whatever 
place you are, you will be able to serv'e the cause which is 
dear to your heart. 

I Andhra leader elected to Constituent Assembly from CP 
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Even if Mr. Salve had not been selected, Punamchandji's 
claim would have come in the way of your selection, because the 
Nagpur committee gave him priority over all. 

Yet we had to pass ov'er all in consideration of the minority's 
claim. 

You have not written to me anything about the stale of 
things in Nagpur. How is Salve’s election [campaign] going on? 
I trust there will be no difficulty. 

I have noted the information that you have supplied regard- 
ing the labour constituency, for which I thank you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Valiabhbhai I’atcl 

Shri V. R. Kalappa 
Nagpur 
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4 Kondi Clictty Street 
(icorge Town 
M.adnis 
}} November IDIS 

Dear Sardarji, 

I am in receipt of your letter dated the 26th ultimo with 
enclosures. I am sorry I have not been able to acknowledge the 
same till now since I bad l)ecn touring in tlie mofussil. 1 have 
recently visited the Tanjorc constituency. Our candidate, Sliri 
T. V. Satagopachari, will surely have a walk-over. 1 have no 
doubt that we shall have a cent per cent victory in the present 
elections. 

I have already written to you aljout Sri Masilamani Pil- 
lai’s matter. 

fours sincerely, 
K. Kamaraj' 


t Joined freedom struggle at a young age; 

1940-1954; member, C.\; Chief Minister of .Madras. 19->4-t>.J 
1964-67; member, Lok Sabha, since 1969 


(if Tamilnacl WIC*, 
(sfsngrrss KrcsKlcnl, 



148 

Madras 
21 November 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

Your letter of the 18th from Poona arrived duly as also 
one from Bapu. I see that Dr. [P] Subbarayan' who was there 
for cricket had worried you a lot over his and my grievances and 
on top of it my letter reached you. I see you arc thoroughly upset. 

I know the difficulties you point out. I thought it best to 
let you know what I am feeling in reply to your letter of the 
6th and let it remain in your mind so that you may sec from 
time to time what could possibly be done. 

I wish to explain to you one thing. There was no offer 
to me to accept a place in the Central Legislature. You never 
wrote or wired to me. I should have thought several times 
before rejecting a definite proposal or desire on your part. I was 
not enthusiastic enough to sieze [ ?j a casual mention of it by others. 
In fact it was only when I asked KamaraJ Nadar generally what 
hajjpened when he met you and whether you advised him to do 
anything, he. laughed and said in a most casual way that you 
suggested 1 might stand for the Madras scat of the Central 
legislature. In the meantime other names were being canvassed. 

I had no notion that any serious thought was entertained about 
my accepting it. 1 write all this because Dr. Subbarayan told me 
that you had thought this was a way out. Otherwise it is irre- 
levant. If KamaraJ told or wired to you that I refused to accept 
a definite proposal he was wrong. 

I hope your health is better as a net result of your long stay 
in Poona. 1 am in the same unsatisfactory condition yet. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. Rajagopalachari 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


1 i.andtord of Kumaraniangalam ; \tU\ (Madras) for several years from 
1920; member, AIGG. 1937-49; Uw Minister (Madras), 1937-39 and 1947-48; 
member, GA; Ghief Minister of Madras; Indian Ambassador to Indonesia, 1949-51; 
MP (Rajya Sabha); Union Minister 1954-57; Governor of Bombay 
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23 November 1945 

My dear Rajaji, 

I have received your letter of the 21st inst. Dr. Subbarayan 
met me at Poona twice and I have explained to him alwut my 
suggestion for your going to the Central .Xsseiuljly. Sjt. Kamataj 
Nadar told me that he had already mailc such a pntiKisal to 
you through Sjt Gopala Reddy* of Andhra but you declined to 
accept it. As I found that both the Aiulhra and I'amil leaders 
were willing to send you to the Centre, 1 handed t>\er the 
Madras city proposal and sent Sjt. Kamaraj hack to .Madras with 
instructions that he should first see you and make you this oiler. 
In case you accepted this projKJsal, he was instructed to com- 
municate your acceptance to me by wire. In the e\ent ol' your 
refusal, he was to find out a Christian candidate, if possible. The 
third alternative was of Mrs. Swaminatlutn. 1 am enclosing 
herewith a copy of the letter received by me from Sjt. Kamaraj 
on 26 Oct. I do not know why you declined to accept that offer. 
If I thought that your way in the prosince was easy, 1 wouUl iK»t 
have suggested that you should go to the Ceiiiie. .Xs I .sensed 
many difficulties in your way for the provincial Icailership, I 
made this suggestion, which could ha\c clcaretl your way for the 
future, but I thought that perhaps you did not agree W'ith my 
reading of the situation ancl you may be alilc to smootlieii the 
affairs of the province and .so you rejected this olfcr. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. G. Rajagopalachari 
Madras 


1 Member, /\ndhra Pradesh Parliamcnury Board; Minalcr in Rajaji flalniici 
in Madras. 1937-39; later Union Minister; presently Governor of Utur Pradedi 
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Madras 
27 November 1945 


My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I have your kind letter of the 23rd. I am surprised to read 
the last paragraph of Sri Kamaraj’s letter to you dated 26 Octo- 
ber. Kamaraj did not convey to me any serious proposal that I 
should stand for the Central Assembly. The suggestion was never 
lifted aljove the level of casual and indirect reference. It is a tra- 
gedy. I wish you had written or wired to me direct. If you had 
done so, the position would have been wholly different. 

Yours sincerely, 
C. Rajagopalachari 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


151 

telix;ram 


Madras 
22 November 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

JUST SEEN YOUR LETTER. MYSEl.F WILL RU.N UP SOON AND REMOVE 
DOUBTS AND TROUBLES AS ADVISED. REST ASSURED THAT WE COME 
OUT SUCCESSFULLY WITH THUMPING MAJORITY. SEE LETTER. 


^Congress leader known as Lion of Andhra; member, CA; Premier of Madras 
after elections in 1946; first Chief Minister of Andhra State 
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\Varris Ri>ad 
Lahore 
1 Noveiubcr 1945 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

I returned from Calcutta yesterday. 'I’hcrc I had a talk 
with Maulana Sahib on the s;imc lines as witli you; biit as 
decisions had been taken witli regard to tin- Centre, the only 
possibility— if there was only hope still related to pm- 
vincial seats. In this regard, on my return here, 1 iinil matter 
further deteriorated; except that Master Tara Singh seems to 
have at last made up his mind to send a representative to you 
which is a ray of hope. This individual slunild reach there S 4 H»n 
after this letter. While you can de|jend on my <h»ing my 
best, I still think that the chances of the siiccess of om candi- 
dates without a settlement with the Sikh’s are meagre. .More- 
over, any fight in elections will n'sult in gi\ing advantage to the 
Communists in more seals than half a dozen and this will be 
most tinfortunatc. But if this were all, ]>nhaps we woid<1 not 
worry. As it hap])ens, llie present position as Ijetween jnnsrives and 
the Sikhs is having its repercussion on wider fields. This rift has 
cmlxddened the Pakistanists and pro-I.eagners even in friendly 
quarters among Muslims — as you might have noticed in tin- recent 
Press statements in the Punjab. .All this happened while I have 
been away; and naturally one feels lost for llie moment. I 
cannot say more. Nor can I open my mind to any«mr exce|>t you. 
I still wish to cling to my belief that the little wcjrk done liere 
to ensure the defeat of Pakistanist groups will prove true. I 
assure you we shall throw our whole energy to do y<nir bidfling. 
But our own organisation is weak here and for that simple reason, 
it seems in my humble judgment necessary perhaps imperative - 
that friendly alliances with the Sikhs and others should be made 
possible. 

I hope it will be possible for you to come here. I hat will 
of course make all the difference. 

Yours sincerely, 
B. S. Gilani 
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Poona 

9 November 1945 

My dear Gilani, 

I received your letter of 1 November on the 7th. In the 
evening I got a phone from Sardar Basant Singhji from Bom* 
bay. He was laid up with fever and therefore he came here yes- 
terday with Master Tara Singh’s letter. I have explained to him 
the whole situation. At this late stage it is impossible to disturb 
or cancel the arrangement made by the Election Board for the 
Central Assembly elections. We cannot withdraw from the con- 
test in either constituency at this stage. It is not open to me 
to do so as the selections have been made by the Board and 
nominations Bled and even the scrutiny is over. 

Regarding the provincial elections, of course, if there is good- 
will on both sides a settlement can still be reached. The difficulty 
was created by the resolution [passed] l)y the Siromani Akali Dal 
Conference. Otherwise, 1 was all along for a settlement between 
the Sikhs and the Congress. The first attack came from the Akalis. 

I have never concealed from you my apprehension about the 
Unionist Party's attitude. Their leader has at last come out with 
a statement which has not surprised me. It is sad that such a 
statement should have been made at this stage. What trust can be 
placed if the best amongst them can’t stand on their own ground ? 

At this stage nothing can be done without reference to Mau- 
lana and if reasonable proposals for a settlement for the provincial 
elections can come from there I would try my best to persuade 
him to come to an understanding, but I have received no en- 
couragement from the Sikhs, and therefore I am sorry to say 
that I am hcljdcss in the matter till they change their attitude. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

B. S. Gilani 
Lahore 
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Lajpatrai llhawan 
laihorc 
2 November HM5 

Dear Sardar, 

I reached back on the 30th morning. It w.is tlic ilay of sirn- 
tiny. Dr. [Gokul Ghand] Narang* met me there and saiil that he 
might give up the conte.st, provided the ptvsiiion regarding parity 
and Pakistan was cleared up. Pandit Nanakehnnd,- Uai-at-law, 
helped us a great deal in persuading Dr. Narang to withdr.iw. It 
was 5 minutes to three on the 31st that Dr. {Narang] withdrew his 
candidature. Pandit Nanakchand wrote a letter to me and 1 sent 
a letter in reply to Dr. Narang as well as to Pandit .Nanak- 
chand. Copies of both the letters arc emiosed lierewith. ’I’he 
letter is only a declaration and not an lyulert.iking. We have 
nowhere asked him to withdraw. He withdrew after eonsnltation 
with his friends. We <h;elaretl nothing more than what has been 
decided by the WC or the AIC('-. 

Lala Shamlal,^ Kidar Nath* and Shanno Devi* wirnt to C.al- 
cutta about brother’s seat. Yon perhaps wrote to .\lanlana that 
Mr. Asaf Ali supported his candidature. Dcslibandhnji* [Gupta] 
informs that Maulana has written to Mr. .Asaf .Mi that he .slionid 
not have supported him. There is one Manuharlal (iuj>ta who fi.is 
not withdr.awn his application. He is Lala Shamlal s and Lala 
Dunichand Ambalvi’s man. Lala DuniebamP has now adoptetl 


1 Leading barrister of I.utiarc: .Minislrr. I.-.r:al Srir.f;..vr.n.... -a (I*....).*!.) i 
relinquished knighthood in ItH’j in protest against (eivenntiriii s .itiiiiiil' to IrgiiifiMte 
righu of Hindus; later President, Hindu .Ntahasal.l.a : pi-merred induMoal ,lrvrl«,e 
inrnt in Punjab 

2 Lc.-»ding memlicr of Punjab Council uinler Moiiiford Kr|. 'm* 

* J.eading advocate of Hissar ... •, 

•Revolutionary of Punjab, popularly known as Siyahposh ?r.na.l, n.eatu .« 
general in black robes; took vow not give up ibis dress unii ret i oni was » 

5 Educationist who joined Congress party and wi« elected to Punjab Leg.v 
lativc Assembly and rose to be its Speaker. , • i i;. r 

« Disciple of Swami Shradrlhanand; Director of Urdu daily lej; h adi.iK 

Sressman of Delhi; mcmlicr of ATCX^ anti D>k Sabha 

7 Leading Congressman of Ambala; MLA (Punjab; 
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an attitude which is favourable to Bhai Parmanand' and the 
Hindu Sabha. Though ))oth the general seats are being con- 
tested, yet our success is sure. 

As for the Sikh scats, the contest is very keen. Sardar Partap 
Singh [Kairon]^ is of the opinion that as we have not been able to 
begin work in East Punjab (S. Kapur Singh’s constituency) our 
position is weak. In S. Sant Singh’s* constituency it is reported that 
our position is strong. Wc begin work in right earnest in a day 
or two. Our Congress sympathisers, barring some Congressmen, 
arc of the opinion that wc should settle with the Akalis. Congress 
Sikh friends nfet yesterday at Amritsar and discussed matters 
with pro-Congress Akalis. Sardar Partap Singh was there. He 
is of the opinion, and others agree with him, that it is not possible 
for us to settle about the Centre now. We do not want to sacrifice 
S. Kapur Singh and now wc cannot even sacrifice S. Sant Singh. 
Sardar Kapur Singh comes here tomorrow or the day after. I will 
wire you his position. The Sikh friends who met at Amritsar agree 
with each other that /idjustmcnts can he made about provincial 
seats. Communists we have to opjX)se at any cost. Two of the 
Congress Sikhs and two Akalis will discuss the chances of 
respective candidates with me and Matilana Daud. Wc will try to 
agree and adjust almost all seats. If there arc any left on which 
we cannot agree we will fight but that contest will be a friendly 
contest. Bitterness will disappear. But we shall settle jwsitivcly 
about seats which arc being contested by the Communists. The 
weaker will give up and allow the stronger to fight the Communists. 

Sardar Basant Singh, who is a representative of Akalis, is 
meeting you. He will di.scuss with you about the Centre. I 
have described above that opinions and advice differ about 
settlement at the Centre. Please decide as you think best. Chances I 
will wire in a day or two and you will probably get the telegram 
before the letter reaches you. There is another suggestion also, 
that both our and their all four candidates give their letters of 

1 Pubiicixt and professor; snitoiiccd to transjjortation for life to Andamans for 
nationalist activities; broke with Congress anil became permanent President of Hindu 
Mahasabha 

2 Educated in US where he joined Ghaddar party, which was working for 
India’s lilieration; joined Gongress in 1930; MLA (Punjab), 193C; re-elected in 1946; 
member, GA. 1916; General .Secretary, PCC, 1939-46; President, 1950-52; member, 
owe, 1946-53; Minister, 1947-49; 1952-56; Chief Minister of Punjab, 1956-61; assassi- 
nated in February 1965 

S Lawyer from I.yalipur in Punjab; member. Central Assembly with pro- 
Congress leanings; ended career as Ambassador to Ethiopia 
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resignation and after the result has been declared the resignauon 
of successfiil candidates be tendered if it is thought desirable that 
any one or both of the successful candidates arc to be withdrawn in 
case the Akalis and the Congress come to an agreement. Sup|)ose 
it is agreed that one seat ought to go to /\kalis ami one to the 
Congpress, and suppose both Congressmen succeed, we will ask one 
of our nominees to resign, fhe .\kalis will then nominate a jH'rsoii 
who is a desirable one. If we get one, then no rcsignatiojts arc to 
be filed. If both Akalis succeed, one will resign and vacate the 
seat for the Congress. I do not know how it will he likctl by 
you, Congressmen ami Akalis. 

Please discuss with him about provincial seals even if iln ic 
is no settlement al)out Central seats. Tbc agreement wltlrb 1 have 
described above may be accepted if you approve of it. .Master 
Tara Singh, who did not listen to any talk of coinprumise, is 
ready for agreement now. There will be no harm if such a settle- 
ment about provincial scats is arrixed at. 

I could not discuss it with Maulami Daml owing to pressure 
of time. I will discuss tomorrow ami win* if he agiees with me. 
Please discuss matters with liim and settle them as well. Ple.>s«- 
send your instructions with S. Busant Siughji. I am semliii'’ this 
letter with him under a sealed cover. 

Wc shall be able to prepare the budg<’l in a few days ami 
submit it. The meeting of our VVC is being callerl for tlie 7th 
to decide about the Parliamentary Board. The other group is bent 
upon creating mischief. The Muslim workers of their group met 
yesterday and adopted an insulting altitude towards Maulaua 
Daud. 

With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
(iopichaud Bhargaxa 

Sardar Valiabhbhai Patel 
Poona 
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PcKina 

8 November H)45 


My dear Dr. Gopichand, 

I have received your letter of 2 November just now through 
Sardar Basant Singhji. I shall confine myself to the Sikh question 
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only in this letter as he is in a hurry to return back by the 
next available train. Regarding other matters referred to in your 
letter I will write to you later. 

So far as the Central Assembly seats arc concerned it is im- 
possible for us now to reconsider the situation. We must fight 
out the elections in both these constituencies as the decision has 
been taken by the Board, publicly announced and nominations 
filed and scrutinised also. Of course we should fight out the 
elections with due restraint and perfect dignity. There should be 
no bitterness as both the organisations stand for the independence 
of India and there is much common ground between them. 

As for the provincial elections, the question is worth consi- 
dering if there is willingness on both sides. But I cannot do any- 
thing without reference to Maulana [Azad] Sahib and my Board 
at this stage. If you and Maulana Daud Ghaznavi along with the 
Congress Sikhs are of one mind, you may write to me and 1 will 
get in touch with Maulana Sahib at Calcutta. There is plenty 
of time for this purpose. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. G(jpichaiid Bhargava 
Lahore 
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Lahore 
3 November 1945 

Sardar Patel 
Poona 

PLEASE ASK SARDAR JOGINDERSINGH* [of] UP TOUR PUNJAB HELP 
ELECTION. 

DAUD GHAZNAVI, GOPICHAND 


t Member, Central Legislature for over 20 yean; presently Governor of Orissa 
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Poona 

4 Noveml)rr 1915 

Sardar Joginder Singh 
Care Congress 
Lucknow 

PUNJAB CONGRESS WANTS YOU TOUR THERE IIEI.P ElKUIJON CAM- 
PAIGN. ADVISE PROCEED IMMEDIATEI.Y. 

VAt.t.AttlllinAi 


15H 

PcH>na 

f) Novt'inlMT 

My dear Dr. Gopichand, 

I have read in the Press a statement issued by Sir Gokaleband 
Narang about his withdrawal from the rontrst on aKounl of a 
settlement between you and him. I have also seen the resolu- 
tion condemning your action in this behalf by the Nationalist 
Muslim workers’ conference. You have not wriittai to int‘ any- 
thing about this. Please let me know exactly what has happt-ned. 

I had received your telegram about Sardar Jogiiuler Singh 
and I have wired to him to proceed at once to Lalioie. Hr is 
not a speaker and I do not think bis presence* would lie of much 
hdp to you even if he come s there. 

Please write to me about the prospects of tin* Ca*nlral Assem- 
bly elections in the remaining four constituencies and aisc* alxait 
the Muslim constituencies. 

I hope the agitation about selections has subsided and things 
have settled down so that the election campaign may proceed 
smoothly. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Paid 

Dr. Gopichand Bhargava 
Lahore 
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Lahore 
5 November 1945 

Sardar Patel 
Poona 

KAPURSINGH [chanCCS] FIFTY FIFTY. MAULANA EXPRESSES NO 
OPINION. 

GOPICHAND 
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Poona 
7 November 1945 

Matilana Daud Ghaznavi 

Care Congress 

Lahore 

Diwan Ghamanlal 
Care Congress 
Lahore 

Sardar Partap Singh 
Care Congress 
Lahore 

Doctor Gopichand Bhargava 
Lajpatrai Bhawan 
Lahore 

WIRE YOUR ESTIMATE CHANCES EACH CANDIDATE REMAINING FOUR 
CONSTITUENCIES CENTRAL ASSEMBLY. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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Poona 

8 November 1945 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have just received your wire suggesting tliat I should ask 
Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru to visit Punjab lor the Central Assembly 
election campaign. He is in Bombay at present and I am writ- 
ing him today. His programme is lixetl up for lk>ml).iy till the 
15th. If he can come at all ho can do so alter the 15th. But 
he will inform you direct. 

Yesterday I sent you a wire intiuiring about your esiiniatc 
regarding the remaining rt>ur Central .\ssembly se. 4 is. .Mmiit 
the two Hindu seats 1 have hardly any doul>t alMiul the result, 
but alx)ut the two Sikh scats 1 am anxious and I want tet know 
the exact position. Sardar Kapur Singh is a stnnig eanditl.ilr and 
Sardar Sant Singh’s position was suppos(*d to lie stntng. I have 
heard nothing from you since you left Bombay and your tele- 
gram asking for Jawaharlal mak«'s me anxious. Please write to 
me in detail. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Daud Ghaznavi 

President 

Punjab PCC 

Lahore 


1G2 

Poona 

9 Novemi)er 1915 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I had received your wire asking me to send Pandit Nehru 
to Punjab. I phoned to him ycstciday at Bombay and he has 
agreed to come there after his Bombay programme is over, i.r. 
after the 15th. He is meeting me here on the 12th and 1 will 
wire to you about his visit to the Punjal). 

Your joint telegram about the prospects of the .Sikh seats 
has been received this morning. We must marshal our forces 
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and carry on a vigorous campsugn to win these two seats. No 
effort should be spared and with that hope 1 have been able to 
persuade Pandit Nehru to come there again. I trust his visit 
will put the final seal to all doubts about our success there. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Daud Ghazanvi 
Lahore 
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Maulana Daud Ghaznavi 

Care Congress 

Lahore 


Poona 
9 November 1945 


HAVE PERSUADED JAWAHARI.AL VISIT PUNJAB AFTER FIFTEENTH. 
HE WILL WIRE DIRECT. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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Poona 

9 November 1945 

My dear Dr. Gopichand, 

I have sent you a short letter with Sardar Basant Singhji. 
This morning I liave received your and Maulana Ghaznavi’s wire 
in reply to mine. It is not passible now to withdraw from the 
contest in any of the two constituencies. We must fight it out 
and we must also win. You must marshal all your forces and 
see that we don’t lose. 

Yesterday T had received a telegram from Maulana Ghaznavi 
asking me to send Pandit Nehru for a tour in the Punjab for 
the election campaign. I spoke to Jawaharlal on the phone at 
Bombay and he has been good enough to agree. He will come 
after his Bombay programme is over, that is after the 15th. He 
will inform Maulana Ghaznavi directly. 1 trust that this will 
be of great help to you. 
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I did not know that the three friaids from tlie Punjab had 
gone to Calcutta about your brother’s seat. Mauiana wired to 
me even after you left Bombay and 1 had to explain to him that 
several members, including Mr. Asaf Ali, had supported his 
candidature. Of course he did not like it and wrote a letter 
to Asaf Ali, from whom I learned about it. 

I have read the copies of the correspondence you had sent 
to me. About parity you have quoted correctly from the Work- 
ing Committee’s instructions. But about the otlicr matter, you 
should also have quoted the Working Committee's resolution 
passed at Poona instead of putting any interpretation on it or 
saying anything about it. Your doing so has given the excuse 
for your opponents in the Congress to condemn your action. 
However, that is past and it is over. 

I am going to Bombay on the 19th and after the Central 
Assembly election campaign is over you can come and meet me in 
Bombay by appointment for the provincial election alVairs. 1 should 
like to know when the provincial elections take place in the Punjab. 

What is the position of the Unionist ’Party now? Is it in 
any way affected? Why has Khizr [Hayat Khan] come out with 
that statement? What docs that statement mean? 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Gopichand Bhargava 
Lahore 
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Poona 

9 November 1945 

My dear Chamanlal, 

Thanks for your telegram. We must not lose cither of the 
two Sikh seats. You must combine all your forces and marshal 
all your strength together to succeed in this campaign. 1 have 
persuaded Jawaharlal to come there for a fev days. He will 
come there after the 15th which will be the real time for a vigorous 
campaign. I trust no effort will be spared to secure victory m 

these two important constituencies. Y„ur, sincerely. 

V.>n'jtaihtiai Patel 


Diwan Chamanlal 
C/o Punjab PCC 
Lahore 


S. C. IMO 
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Bindhachal 
14 November 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

IP AKAUS APPROACH YOU PLEASE REFER THEM TO ME. PUNJAB 
SITUATION MUCH COMPLICATED. WE SHOULD FORM OPINION VERY 
CAREFULLY. 

ABULKALAMAZAD 
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• Poona 

14 November 1945 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have just received your telegram of today reading: 

IP AKAUS APPROACH YOU PLEASE REFER THEM TO HE. PUNJAB SITUATION 
MUCH COMPLICATED. WE SHOULD FORM OPINION VERY CAREFULLY. 

In this connection I am sending you a copy of a letter 
which I received from Master Tara Singh dated 4 November 
through Sardar Basant Singhji who came here for that purpose. 
1 am also enclosing herewith relevant extracts of Dr. Gopichand’s 
letter which was brought along with Master Tara Singh’s letter 
suggesting a compromise over the Sikh question. My reply to 
these approaches will be seen from the copies of my letters to 
Master Tara Singh and Dr. Gopichand. They are also enclosed 
herewith, from which you will see that I was not going to do 
anything without consulting you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 
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Lahore 
15 November 1945 


My dear Sardar, 

I got two letters from you and one from ofiicc. As I had 
sent a letter through S. Basant Singhji explaining my letter to 
Dr. [G.C.] Narang, I did not write to you. Sardar Basant 
Singh left late by 2*3 days. 

My friends here did not object to the Pakistan part of the 
letter but to the parity part. As [for] Pakistan, we had written 
undefined Pakistan as envisaged by its supporters, but Dr. Narang 
said that these words be removed to save his face. We were 
not prepared to mention self-determination nor he wanted it to 
be done. Tlrey have created trouble for Maulana Daud. 

Maulana Azad wrote to Abdul Ghaiu (hat as there was 
very little time for nominations for the Central Assembly, their 
nominees could not be supported. But now for provincial elec- 
tions their party shall get 50 per cent of the scats for their nomi- 
nees. He has received another letter, tlie contents of which 1 
will know tomorrow or the day alter. 

Pandit Jawaharlalji is also said to have assured them at least 
50 per cent of the scats, but I doubt this statement because Pan- 
ditji is not on the Board. So far Maulana Daud is not with 

them. 


We have discussed Muslim scats. At present wc can nomi- 
nate five on the Congress ticket and two [of] the labour scats on 
the Congress ticket and seven on the .Muslim Board ticket. We 
will need money for it; nay wc need it immediately. 

We will need money for the Sikh scats and for a lew Hindu 
scats. Amongst Sikhs our important people who have been o 
jail will need money. So amongst Hindus. Si me of the Hin u 
Icats we expect to get unopposed provided our choice is correct. 

Wc will require Rs. 5,50,000 as under .- 

MusUms ?’^nnoo 

Scheduled Caste jO ^ 

Hindus ’ 


147 



148 


SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONDENCE 


This estimate is prepared in consultation with Maulana Daud. 
I would suggest that the money be placed in the hands of Mau- 
lana Daud. He will spend it in consultation with me. Maulana 
proposes to keep a few Muslim preachers for three mouths. 
Their allowance and pay shall cost us something between 20,000 
and 30,000. It is worth while doing so. We will not be able to 
collect much because all are going to become busy in their elections. 

Diwan Chamanlal has filed his [papers] for a provincial seat. 
I do not think he wrote to you. In the beginning he grew 
keen to stick to the Centre. It may be a party move now. 

Sardar Basant Singh has arrived. He gave me your letter 
last night. Talks have begun with them. I am enclosing a draft 
for your perusal. It is proposed to issue this statement; with this 
the position of Nationalist Sikhs who are in the Akali party will 
become awkward and they may come over to us. Even if they 
do not come over, bitterness may disappear. Talks are still going 
on. Adjustment of seats may be done on a majority of seats. 
If you approve of this, ask the bearer to send a telegram say- 
ing ‘approved’. If nof, please wire your instructions. 

Primary elections for the Scheduled Caste have begun. 

Our nomination papers are to be filed on 12 December. There- 
fore you ought to decide about nominations at the latest before 
the 5th or 7th. It is proposed to send seven copies of our recom- 
mendations to you to reach you before 30 November. If you 
desire, one copy can be sent to each member. I will go to 
Bombay with those papers. 

Recommendations for special constituencies will be sent on 
the 22nd instant. In most cases it is expected the decision will 
be unanimous — ^where we differ, Maulana Daud is expected to 
be with me. 

Rs, 10,000 or so might have been sent to your office by 
Maulana Azad. When I was in Bombay I had met Mr. Mot- 
wani of Chicago Radio -about supply of radio sets. He quoted 
Rs. 1,750 per set for us. Please instruct the office people to buy 
two sets out of that amount and send them per bearer. They 
arc urgently required. 

Please send some money immediately. We had about Rs. 18,000 
with us. We propose to give Rs. 7,000 to a Muslim candidate 
for the Central Assembly who is expected to defeat a Muslim 
Leaguer. He has given it in writing that he will join Nationalist 
Muslims and not join the Muslim League if elected. His chances 
are favourable. 
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I forgot to sugpt above that the cliarge of money be given 
to Maulana [Daud] and me and not to the Board, because other 
friends will bring pressure to misspend it and also announce that 
the Congress is helping the Muslims. 

Pandit Nehru reaches the Punjab on the morning of the 18th 
and reaches Delhi on the morning of the 2 1st or the iiicht of 
the 20th. 

The chances of success arc growing bright. We arc trying 
our level best. 

Rai Bahadur Mukand Lai Puri' (failicr-in-Iaw of .Shri Bhim 
Sen Sachar) is contesting Sir Manohar LaP, the sitting member 
in the University constituency. Rai Bahadur [M.L. Puri| a|>|>- 
roached us and said that he was prepared to renounre his title 
and apply for the Congress ticket provided wc would accept him. 
He also says that if wc do not accept him as such, he is pre- 
pared to give an undertaking that he would join us after the 
elections. But his past conduct shows tluij he is unrrliahle. No 
other candidate than Shri Uhim Sen Sachar ran win this seat 
if the fight is triangular. Tlic probability is that Rai Bahadur 
will withdraw if Sachar stands. But Sarhar says that hr would 
rather not stand at all than contest [against] his fathrr-in-law. It is 
he only who can win this seat for L'^niversity. If wc Ir.uc the seat 
uncontested wc will get a bad name. If we nominate any other 
person we lose. Wc can offer him two seats — one in the general 
constituency and one this, so that if he loses in the University, 
he goes to the Assembly in his general seat. If he succeeds he 
can resign his general scat which wc will gel in by-cleclion. 

With best regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Gopichand Bhargava 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 


1 Leading advocate of Lahore in undivided Punjab and member of prowncral 
ooundl, 1934-37; also connected with Punjab University and several educational msti- 

tutions s. i_ 'r 

* Prominent economist of Punjab and working trustee o t e n one r , 

Minister of Education in Punjab under Montford Reforms 
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Poona 

18 November 1945 

My dear Dr. Gopichand, 

Your letter of the 15th has just been delivered to me. I do 
not know how any promise of 50 per cent scats can be made to 
any party or group, unless there was any such understanding 
between the Maulana [Azad] and the parties when the settle- 
ment was brought about at the time of his last visit. I do not 
believe that Jawaharlal would be a party to any such under- 
standing or assurance nor would he himself encourage such a 
thing. 

Your budget seems to throw the whole responsibility on the 
Centre. It is unfair and we must be able to raise a substantial 
Sum from the Punjab. I should think it would be easy enough 
to raise a good sum from Lahore itself. There are also other 
cities in the Punjab which can contribute for this purpose. 

I am enclosing herewith a letter from Dr. Gokul Chand 
Narang which was received yesterday. I have not been able to 
give a reply, but I will do so after I reach Bombay tomorrow. 
I do not know why he has written this letter to me at this late 
stage. He has written a similar letter to Bapu also. 

About the University constituency, I have written a letter 
to Maulana Daud Ghaznavi asking him to send his reactions to 
Prof. Abdul Majid Khan'’s application for this constituency. He 
has also sent me a copy of the application made to the provin- 
cial board. If it is possible to send him, it would indeed be 
very good, but I do not know the views of the local people. 

I have received no account of money from the President, 
Maulana Azad. If he had sent me the money I would have 
written you long ago. He simply wrote to me that he has got 
Rs. 20,000 from the Punjab which he wanted to send me. But 
he has kept the amount for being used in Bengal as it is needed 
there. 

I will enquire about the radio sets after going to Bombay 
tomorrow and will also send you some money from there in 

t Nationalist Muslim of Punjab; then professor at Forman Christian College, Lahore 
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advance. We can settle the exact share of responsibility between 
the Centre and the province after our meeting in Bombay, which 
I expect will be arranged immediately after the Central .Wmbly 
dections. Of course, it must be understood that we must not 
lose any single seat for want of finance. 

I thought that you must have raised a good sum by this 
time locally but from your letter and from Maulana Daud's 
letter it appears that nothing has been done as yet. 

Regarding the draft statement proposed to be published, 
a copy of which is sent by you, I can only say that I cannot lie 
a party to it or give my approval without reference to the Work- 
ing Committee or to the [Congress] President. It would create 
unnecessary complications. Individual members arc not free 
to make a declaration of policy in the name of the Congress. 
They can only express their own individual opinion. I !i:i\e made 
my own position clear so often that there can l)e no misimdcr- 
standing so far as my position is concerned. But if you want 
me to give my approval to the statement *to l)c issued regarding 
the position of the Congress on this question, that can tmly be 
done by the Working Committee. If any individual mrmljcr 
were to do so, it would be misunderstood. 

Yotirs sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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P*)ona 

17 .November 1045 


My dear Maulana, 

Your telegram about Diwan Chamanlal was duly r**^*'** 
but I forgot to mention about it in my prev ous letter. Wl.cn 
my telegram was sent to him at Lahore he was m nn tay . ^ ^ 
came to see me here after your telegram 

assured me that the Congress will have no 2-m ? 

that seat and hence he need not go to the Centra 
from there. But if he finds that there .s any danger of _ lmmg 
the scat he will certainly stand. I think «s - 

province. Therefore. I have left it to him to decide as he 

The foUowing resolution was placed before the g 

Committee: 
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SAROAR PATEL*8 GORRESPONDEMGE 

In view of the approaching elections, the Woiidng 
Committee draw special attention to the necessity for 
making special arrangements for voting for the men and 
women in the armed forces and associated organisations. 
Full facilities should be provided not only for those who 
are in India but also for those who are stationed abroad. 

In the event of any names of persons in the armed 
forces, who are entitled to vote, not appearing in the elec- 
toral roils, opportunity should be given for their inclusion. 

And the Workittg Committee simply decided that it should be 
referred to the Central Election J^ard for consideration. If you 
think it necessary you may write to the Viceroy. I do not think 
he will do anything in the matter. 

Yesterday I sent you a draft manifesto for your approval 
as it has to be issued in the name of the Working Committee. I 
would suggest that you show it to Prafulla Babu also. I have 
sent a copy to Mr. Krjpalani. Pantji has, I believe, seen it from 
Jawaharlal. I will try to send a copy to the remaining members. 

I do not know whether you have been able to look into 
the affairs of the Bengal Provincial Congress Committee. Nor 
do I know what has been done about Sarat Babu and the For- 
ward Bloc. I understand he is going to the Centre. Has he 
consulted you and obtained your approval? I have received 
no proposals from Bengal as yet. 

Please let us know about the state of your health. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Calcutta 
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Poona 

18 November 1945 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

Your letter of the 12th inst. was received yesterday. Two 
other letters of the 13 th and 15th inst. have also been received 
today. 

You will please excuse me for my writing to you in English, 
but as I have very little time to write myself in Hindustani I 
am. dicta ting this letter to economise time. 
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You may continue to write in Urdu without any hesitation. 
I am going to Bombay tomorrow and from there 1 will arrange, 
if possible, to give you copies [of replies] to your letters hereafter 
in Urdu which may be more convenient for you to understand. 


Regarding your request to Mahatmaji for <icnding Dr. Ck>pi- 
chand to the Provincial Assembly, I showed your letter to him. 
He says that Dr. Gopichand knows his views and that he should 
be able to decide what he should do in this matter. My own 
view is that if Dr. Gopichand feels that in the interests of the 
province he should go to the Provincial Assembly it would be 
his duty to do so. He must lie able to take the decision on 
his own responsibility. Gandhiji takes no interest in these matters. 
It is unnecessary to enter into the reasons as to why he has kept 
out of these elections. He has done so in the p.ist also. He is 
therefore not inclined to give advice to anybody and his jK-r- 
mission should not be necessary. 


When we met last in Brnnbay I had *s|K)ken to Dr. (kipi- 
chand, and perhaps to you also, that a budget of the rcquire<l 
expenditure for the purposes of these elections in your province 
should be framed as early as possible and also the porti<n> that 
the Centre is expected to contribute as well as the amount ex|H-r- 
ted to be raised in the province and that this should be communi- 
cated to me as early as possible. I have got it now Irom you 
as also from Dr. Gopichand. But I sec from Dr. Gopichand s 
letter that he has shifted the whole burden on me. Yon will 
agree that it is not fair. And if all the provinces were w 

the burden in its entirety on the Centre, it would be very difiuult 
to meet such a demand. Reasonable efforts should 
made locally and the Centre would undoubtedly help whatever 

help is needed. 

About the radio sets, I will make enquiries as soon as I reach 
Bombay. 

There may be a number of candidates who will Ik rrturnrf 
unopposed and they should be able ren n n ■ 

fund for election purposes. They should 1« asW 
Lahore is a fairly rich city and there arc othre cilia * ' ^ 

can contribute. We will settle this matter w 
comes to Bombay after the Central Assem i y ® jmnie- 

In the meanwhile I will send you » 7 be understood 

diate help as soon as I reach Bombay. It must be u 

between us that no scats should be lost for w 
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SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONDBNGE 


Abaut the University seat, there was an application from 
Prof. Abdul Majid Khan about which I had written to you last 
week asking [for] your reactions to the same. 

Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru’s visit will be over by the time 
this reaches you and I will be anxiously awaiting your report 
about the results of his tour. I trust it will clear the way for our 
success in the two Sikh constituencies for the Central Assembly 
as also raise the general tempo in favour of the Congress. 

If you think that Dr. Gopichand’s going to the Assembly 
is necessary you should be able to persuade him to do so. 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Mauliina Daud 
Lahore 
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EXTRACl’S 

Berhampur (Ganjam) 
6 November 1945 

Revered Sardar, 

I think it my duty to bring to your notice a very unpleasant 
situation that has arisen in the districts of Ganjam and Koraput 
of Orissa in connection with the election to the Central Assembly. 
These two districts are technically in Madras for the purpose 
of the Central Assembly election, for it is held under the 1919 
Act and Orissa was not then made a separate province. The 
Ganjam-ciim-Vizag constituency lies in Orissa and Madras, and 
for that both the provinces arc interested in the selection of a 
candidate for the same constituency. In 1935, when candidates 
were selected by the Congress for the general election to the Cen- 
tral Legislature, Sri Bhulabhai Desai, who was then organising 
the election, came down to Berhampur, consulted the provincial 
Congress committee of Orissa as well as the Andhra PCC and 
with the agreement of both Mr. V. V. Giri' of Ganjam was 

t Preudent of India since Au$;ust 1969; gained prominence as President, All- 
India Railwaymen’s Federation and AU-India Trade Union Congress; member, Cen- 
tral Assembly, 1934-36; Minister of Labour, Industries, Co-operation and Commerce, 
Madras, 1937; first High Commissioner to Ceylon, 1947-51; Union Minister of 
Labour, 1932-34; resigned because of policy difference with Nehru; became succes- 
sively Governor of UP, Kerala and Mysore, 1957-67; elected Vice-President in 1969; 
elected President in the vacancy caused by the sudden death of Dr. Zakir Husain 
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selected. He resigned in 1937 to come to llic provincial legislature. 
Since then two by^lections have been heki and two gentlemen 
of Visjagapatani district have been returned. In the present 
general election, the Orissa Provincial Congress CA>mmittee selected 
Sri Biswanath Das for that constituency in consultation and 
agreement with most of the .Andhra Congress leaders. But the 
Andhra PCC had not the oourtesy to approve the selectit>n of Sri 
Biswanath Das in a resolution and send the reconimcudation tt) 
the Central Election Board. Had the ban on Sri Biswanath Das 
been lifted, Andhra and Orissa would probablv ha\e fought on 
that issue. But the ban was not lifted. 

Then the Andhra PCC selected Mr. N.uayan.unurthy l)ut 
did not consult nor even communicated the news t<i the (.)riss.« 
PCC. This itself would not have so mm h ollended many l^f us 
here had not the .Andhra PCC thought it proper to start rival 
Congress committees in Orissa on th<‘ pie.i that some Iihigu- 
speaking areas have been wrongly inclutled in Orissa, The Notth 
Vizag District Congress CominitUH' of Andhra has set up a town 
Congress Committee at Berham|mr. 'I'his has complicated the 
Congress matters to a great extent. I'lic noii>('ongicss sections air 
taking advantage of this compIicutit>n and depicting the Congri'ss 
as an organisation inimical to the provincial interest. This is an old 
complaint against the Congress by a section of the )M‘o|>le and this 
is taken recourse to, .specially at the time of election. Reiently 
Dr. Pattabhi and myself issued a joint statement appealing to 
both the Andhras and the Oriyas to keep their activities within 
proper limits. That statement brought u|xin me some aci usation 
which are sought to be strengthened by citing the way in which 
the selection of the candidate for the Central .Assembly has been 
made and the starting of the rival Congress committers in Orissa 
by the Andhra people. 

These factors may have a direct effect on the coming 
provincial elections. 

Hop>c you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
H. K. Mahtab 
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Poona 

14 November 1945 


Harekrushna Mahtab 
Cuttack 

YOUR LETTER SIXTH RECEIVED TODAY. PRESS STATEMENT ISSUED. 

VALLABHBUAI 


174 

Poona 

* 14 November 1945 

My dear Mahtal), 

I got your letter of the 6th instant this morning. It means 
that it takes full one week for your letters to reach here. Urgent 
matters should therefore be dealt with by telephone. 

What have you done about your selections of Scheduled 
Caste candidates? I have not received your proposals as yet. 

It is unfortunate that your province is involved in a futile 
controversy which could have been avoided if it had been brought 
to my notice at an early stage. It was only from your letter rece- 
ived today that I understood the situation properly. Straighta- 
way I have given a statement to the Press [See enclosure] which 
will clear much of the ground, but mischievous people are bound 
to take advantage of the situation. I trust this will be of help 
to you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Harekrushna Mahtab 
Cuttack 
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ENCLOSURE 


Poona 

H November 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel ^has issued Uie following statmieni to the 

Press: 

Some misunderstanding has arisen resulting in considerable disMiisrai*. 
tion in the districts of Ganjam and Koraput of Orissa in ccmncction with 
the selections for the Central Assembly. The Central Kleriioii Hoard had 
decided to select Sjt. Biswanath Das as die Congress nominee for this consti- 
tuency, subject to his disqualification being removed by the Gtivrrnmenl 
of India. But as the orders for the non-rcinoval of his disqvtalilication were 
received at a very late stage and as there was no time, the Central Elcciion 
Board had to sanction the recommendation made by tlic Andhra Provincial 
Congress Committee. It was unfortunate that the Andhra committee made 
its proposal without reference to the Orissa C-ongress» Committer. If the tVn- 
tral Election Board had time and had known about this lirforc, it would 
have taken steps to consult the Orissa committee before making its tire Uttm. 
The rights of the Orissa committee arc in no way affrcled or prejudiced by 
this selection and I wish to assure the Orissa committee that if any such 
occasion arises in future, steps will be taken to fully safeguard its rights ami 
privileges. Sjt. Biswanath Das’ disqualification not lietng removed and no 
other suitable Oriya candidate from the Board's |x>int of view iM-ing avail- 
able for consideration, the decision was taken wlicii there was lui tiinr IrB for 
further reference. 

It is not possible for any individual MLA* to do anything on hit own 
initiative with regard to the boundaries of provinces without obtaining latic* 
tion from his party, and therefore any claim made on Ijrhalf of any such 
candidate would be of no avail. 1 trust therefore that this will clear any mis- 
understanding that may have arisen on account of the attitude of the 
Andhra Provincial Congress Committee or the decision of the Central Klee tion 
Board. 

From the accounts of Orissa Congressmen I understand that the North 
Vizag district committee of Andhra has set up a town Congress committee at 
Berhampur. This, if true, is an unnecessary complication created at this stage 
and steps will be taken to rectify the matter by the Working Orniiniticr as 
soon as possible. 

^ Member, Legislative Assembly 
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SARDAR PATEL’s CORRESPONDENCE 


Under the circuusUnces I appeal to Oritia Coogreaimen to stt^ this 
controversy and support the CSentral Board’s nominee wrholdieartedly in the 
election. We are passing through a period a[ serious crisis in the hutory of our 
country and Congressmen can ill afford to raise controversies over minor 
issues. They mutt present a united front and try to secure an overwhelming 
nuyority in the provincial elections which are of vital importance to the coun* 
try as a whole. It was Orissa which gave the first signal of victory in the 
last elections. It has made tremendous sacrifices and gone throu^ unparal- 
leled suffering through the past three years. People on the whole are whde- 
heartedly for the Congress and it is for the Congress to reap the benefit of 
mass awakening. . 
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Kudla 
8 November 1945 

My dear Sardarji, 

Allow me to thank you for your very kind and consoling 
letter. Even the Congressmen of Orissa are awfully annoyed 
with the treatment meted out to the Utkal PCG by the Andhra in 
nominating one for the Vizag, Ganjam and Koraput districts. This 
area includes Vizag, and Andhra district with about 60% voters 
while it has Ganjam and Koraput with about 40% voters and 
also having a fairly good number of Oriya voters in the Vizag 
district. No Oriya has been returned from this constituency ever 
since its inception in 1920. The non-acceptance of my nomi- 
nation even before tlie rejection by the Governor-General of my 
petition has been resented by Congressmen and taken up by the 
Oriya reactionaries us a platform to rake up Oriya and Andhra 
feelings. . . . 

District by-elections are going on in Orissa. In Balasore 
district all Congress candidates are returned uncontested. In 
the districts of Cuttack out of 32 seats, 23 are already uncontes- 
ted. In Sambalpore district 8 scats are uncontested. In the 
districts Puri and Ganjam there is contest with the Co mm u nis ts 
and also with the reactionaries. Results are awaited and will 
be intimated in due course. 

With pranams, 

Yours sincerely, 
Biswanath Das 
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Poona 

16 November 1945 


My dear Biswanath Das, 

I have received your letter of the 8th instant. 1 am s«*rry 
to find that Congressmen in Orissa have l)cen upset by the deci- 
sion of the Central Election Board rcgariling tiic Central .-\s.srmbly 
nominee of Ganjam district. The Central Board's ixisiiion has l>een 
made clear by me in my statement to the Press published yester- 
day which you must have read and which 1 trust must ha\e given 
satisfaction to all concerned. If 1 had known this before 1 ct)ultl 
easily have taken steps to redress their legitimate griesances. 
Whatever the Andhra committee may have done, the selection 
made by the Central Board was only after the rejectitm of your 
application by the Governor-General. 

The District Board elections have shown splendid resiilts. 
The general feeling of the people is indicated by these elections, 
but Congress workers are not disciplined properly ami son>e «»f 
them are always on the l(H>kout for an opportunity to cteate 
trouble to serve their own ends. 

In the matter of selections of candidates for the Iroviiui.d 
Assembly, it is open to you and Mr. Mahlab to recommend only 
those whom you consider to be loyal and laithlul to the (.ongress. 
The atmosphere of united action should not be allowed to be 
disturbed by people working on party lines. 


You must have noticed that strmc people in I tkal have 
formed an association at Jamshedpur. Ihis associati.m has pas.srd 
a resolution which contains a vulgar attack ..n N r. Mahtah. 
They have sent me a copy. I do mtt know w io these people 
arc, but evidently attempts arc being made m your prosimc 
by disgruntled groups to create troid)le. 

I do not know exactly when the period of y.iur 
lion is to expire but there must be some candidate 
Provincial Assembly who would be willing to make way by va ^ ^ 
ing his seat for you whenever he is asked to do J 

have escaped much of these difficulties i your . | ' j|n 

had not S>mc in the way and your services had been asailable 
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to us for legislative work. I know that you will do your best 
even from outside, but your pcnition as the leader of the Assemb- 
ly Party would have spared us all this trouble. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Biswanath Das 
Berhampur 
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Cuttack 
10 November 1945 

Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

DIFFICULTY SUPPORTING NARAYANAMURTIIY. INTIMATE YOUR OFFICE 
LETTER DATED EIOHTD. 

SECRETARY UTKAL PCC 
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Poona 

9 November 1945 

Harekrushna Mahtab 
Secretary 

Provincial Congress 
Cuttack 

COMPLAINTS RECEIVED UTKAL PROVINCIAL CONGRESS COMMITTEE 
NOT YET OFFICIAI.LY SUPPORTING NARAYANAMURTHY CENTRAL 
ASSEMBLY. PLEASE I'AKE IMMEDIATE STEPS IIIS RECOGNITION AND 
SUPPORT. WIRE REPLY. 


VALLABHBHAI 
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Cuttack 

• 12 Novcml)cr 19-! 5 

Sardar Patel 
Poona 

YOOR WIRE. PLEASE REFER MY LETTER DATED tiTII. WE SUPPORT 
NARAYANAMURTHY. 

MAIITAB 


IBO 

Poona 

• l'.> \(ivcmlH!r 19ir) 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of tlio 9lh. 1 have alrr.idv writ ten 
to Mr. [Harekrushna] Mahtah about it and Ite wires to me that 
they have decided to support Mr. N.tray.iiiamurthy. So theic 
will be no dilFiculty. 

Youis sintcrelv, 
V.dl.d)hl>hai Patel 

B.V.N. Satyanarayana 
Secretary 

Berhampur Andhra Town Congress Coinmiliee 
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PrKinn 

II November 1945 

My dear Mahtab, 

I get no reports from you or from anyirody in your province. 
What is this quarrel about Mr. Narayanamurtliy’s nomination 
for the Central Assembly from the Ganjam constituency? It seems 
some people from your province arc not accepting the ctc.sion 
loyally. The time for election is very close and you must settle 
this controversy and ask the local Congress committee m your 
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province to support his candidature. The Ck>ngress must not 
lose this seat. 

Your report about the Provincial Assembly proposafe is 
awaited. I hope you are contesting all the seats, including the 
Muslim and special constituencies. 

What have you done about the Depressed Glasses seats ? The 
panel elections' must be very near. Their proposals have not yet 
been received. 

One of the seats for the Central Assembly has been secured 
unopposed. I have heard nothing about the other. Who is 
opposing our candidate? Is there any difficulty or is the contest 
serious? Please send me a full report immediately. 

You must keep on writing to me at intervals, giving me 
information of your province at least till the elections arc over. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Harekrushna Mahtab 
Cuttack ' 
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Cuttack 
21 November 1945 

Revered Sardarji, 

Received your letters of the 11th and 14th instant. I replied 
to you by wire that the last date for the publication of the final 
electoral roll is 20 January and the dates for nomination etc. 
have not yet been announced. The Governor recently said in 
a speech that in this province the elections may be held a little 
later than in other provinces because of the delay in the prepara- 
tion of the electoral roll. So there is no urgency in making our 
recommendations. 

I am really sorry I could not write to you regularly as I 
ought to have done. A week or two after the lifting of the ban 
on the Congress committees Government ordered elections of 
district boards of all the districts and we had to be very busy 
in that connection. Now in four districts out of five D.B. elec- 
tions arc over and in the fifth, the elections will be held on 19 
December. In four districts, the Congress has come out with 
flying colours defeating the Radical Democratic Party in one 

I Primary elections to choose a panel of candidates 
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district and the Communists in anoUier. In the district of Bala* 
»re, all the scats wc won uncontested. In Puri, Communists 
in a party contested the Congress and only yesterday the result 
was out. All the Communist candidates have been badly defea* 
ted and some of them ha\c forfeited their deposit money. In 
Cuttack the Radical Democratic Party set up some candidates 
and they too have been defeated. The election in Ganjam will 
take place on the 19th, and Biswanath Babu is busy in that 
connection. There too wc will have to encounter the Commu* 
nist menace. 

As regards the Central .Assembly election, there are two 
contests, one entirely our own and the other jointly with the 
Andhra PGG. .As regards the Cuttack-Puri constituency, there 
is no doubt that Bhagirathi .Mahapatra, our candidate, will sweep 
the polls and our aim is to have the opponciit's deposit money 
forfeited. The opponent is the head of the Radical Democratic 
Party here and I think it is only here that the Radicals have set 
up a candidate for the Central Assembly. He has bntught some 
professional women volunteers from (Calcutta and this has gone 
against him all the more. 

.As regards the (Janjam-Vizag amstituency, Narayanamurthy 
will surely succeed. Your statement has fully cleared the atmo- 
sphere and the provincialists arc n»)W silenced. 

I think I ought to keep you informed of a move that wc have 
adopted here. Here generally the anti-Congress parties are formed 
at the instance of the big landholden. This time I have somehow 
brought round some of these Rajas at least to remain neutral. 
It is for this reason that .\ilkantha and the so-called Forward 
Bloc people arc unable to form parties for elections. I think I 
shall sec that no organised party remains to contest the Gongress 
in the coming provincial elections. Of course wc will contest all 
the scats including the s|>ccial ones -Scheduled Gastes, Muslims, 
landholder, commerce, lalxiur -all the scats. I shall let you know 
the whole thing when wc meet. 1 must meet you and discuM 
with you everything at least a month Ijclbrc the election. 

With regard to Singbhum in Bihar, wc have some claim 
there and I am in correspondence with Rajcndra Babu over the 
matter. I hope the matter will be settled without reference 
to you. 

Hope you arc doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
H. Mahtab 
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Poona 

14 November 1945 

My dear Dr. Pattabhi & My dear Pj^akasam, 

You must have noticed that a good deal of discontent has 
arisen in the Gjmjam and Koraput districts of Orissa in connec- 
tion with the Central Assembly nomination. It would have been 
better if your committee had consulted the Orissa committee. 
Mischievous people have taken advantage of this and started 
parties against the Congress in Orissa. The district committee 
of North Vizag has created a further difficulty by setting up a 
town Congress committee at Berhampur. Such complications 
should have been avoided during elections. Orissa province has 
suffered much on account of factions during the last three years. 
Some of those dissatisfied in the matter of selections are naturally 
taking advantage of this situation. Please do something to help 
the Orissa people in their difficulty. If necessary, run up to the 
place and settle the affairs by satisfying them in their legitimate 
grievance. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Chandni Chauk 
Cuttack 
28 December 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhaiji, 

I was very much touched with your friendly letter of 3 
November 1945 and it went a long way to soothe my disturbed 
stale of mind at the time. Your friendly words were like a breath 
of zephyr bringing humane touch which I had missed in the 
way things were handled by local gents here. 

It is true I have been suffering from blood pressure these 
four years and with the inhuman sufferings of the Congress and 
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the country I was no doubt in a bad condition in 1944-45. It is 
also equally true that my health improved very much as soon 
as Mahatmaji and most of you Congress leaders were released. 
Somehow my health was the barometer of the great national de- 
pression but it is quite untrue that I ever had a stroke in the 
Central Assembly Hall or elsewhere. . . . 

With the release of Congressmen last September, many a 
cock and bull story went about and I mention here just one 
or two. It was given out tliat those, who did not go to jail in 
the 1942 movement, arc traitors and should not be allowed any 
ofhcc and they talked of the secret circular of the High C.om- 
mand. About me it was talked that Sardar Patel had noted 
B. Das’ non-attendance in the Assembly and did not want him 
to continue. Must cruelly and unfortunately such scandalous 
news came through young Congress workers and it did hurt me at 
the time. I wrote a letter to Bhulahhaiji (copies of the letter of 
4 October to Bhulabhaiji and his reply of 12 October arc enclos- 
ed). In a previous letter (of 2!! Septeinbej-) I wrote to Bhula- 
bhaiji as follows: 

“I enclose herewith a copy of my application to Acharya 
Kripalani for selection as Congress candidate for the 
Central Assembly from tlie (aittack-ciim-Puri district non- 
Mohamadan constituency of Orissa proviine for your 
valued recommendation to Sardar V'allabhbhai Patel, who 
now is placed by tlie Working Committee in charge of the 
election sub-committec work. I’here is a spirit »)l intt»lerancc 
and impatience amongst the young«;r section ot Ckiiigress 
workers that old-stagers need not be even Congress Parlia- 
mentarians, but I always thought our long memory and 
long range of thought and action entitle us to be the 
best counsellors to the Congress and the country. I can scent 
a similar spirit of impatience all over India, but this is a 
phase that has to be exi>eriencetl through. 7 hat is why 
I ask you not only to recommend my name in writing to 
Vallabhbhaiji but also to speak to him personally,” 

You may verify' through Sri Prakasaji, who was secretary 
of the Congress Assembly Party, if the story that I ha<l a stroke 
had any truth in it. The .Statesman of 17 November, 1945, in 
its Orissa Newsletter gave another version: 

“Mr. B. Das’ application has been rejected because of his 
ill-health. It is said that Mr. Das could not actually attend 
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the voting once during the last session of the Assembly due 
to high blood pressure from which he is suffering.” 

It was strange, very strange, that the local Parliamentary 
Board at no time told me of your intentions, not even when they 
accepted my application and recommended my name unanimously 
to you. The secretary wrote to me on 13 October 1945; 

”... the Utkal Selection Board has recommended favour- 
ably to the Central Election Board and you can now pro- 
ceed in your election campaign as you think best.” 

Your wire rejecting my candidature was conveyed to me at 
7 p.m. on 20 October. I put some query to the secretary of the 
Utkal Provincial Congress Committee on the 22nd (copy of 
letter enclosed) to which I had no reply. Simultaneously I wrote 
a letter to Mr. Mahtab taking him then as a member of the 
Working Committee. Copy of the letter and his reply enclosed. 

I have obeyed your orders. You will see from my letter of 
4 October to Bhulabhaiji how much I hold you in high 
esteem. Let me tell you, now that politics is out of my head 
and I do not worry over things, that I am very much better. I 
apologise that I showed impatience and sent you and others so 
many wires over my rejection as a parliamentary candidate. I 
must confess I felt floored at the time. Now I am thankful to 
God and to you that I am having a respite from big political 
worries; perhaps because I was a keen political student I used to 
feel too much. 

But I seek redress over my personal honour with the Con- 
gress High Command. If I was and I am a trusted Congressman 
and a true patriot I again acknowledge with gratitude your 
very friendly appreciation of my past services to the Congress and 
the country. The local selection board, which knew your mind 
before, ought to have told me of it than my suddenly knowing 
of it from an extract of your telegram on the evening of 20 Octo- 
ber 1945. Incidentally, it explains the psychology of my frantic 
telegrams and letters. Surely I remain a patriot and national work- 
er even now. I feel I was not treated by the local selection board 
or those who were in close negotiations with you with the cour- 
tesy, consideration and respect due to a party man and an elderly 
statesman. 

What I ask for is an honourable appreciation of the situation. 
Any enquiry will reveal that an old loyal Congressman and patriot 
h^ been inflicted with deep hutniliation and rough -usage -that 
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his past services to the nation did not warrant nor his social 
position did justify such offhand dealings. I seek an honourable 
appreciation of that position. 

With my warm respects. 

Yours sincerely, 
B. Das 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel • 

Congress House 

Girgaon 

Bombay 


185 

Bombay 
6 January 1946 

My dear B. Das, 

I have received your letter of 28 December and I am glad 
that my previous letter of 3 November lias, to some extent, 
soothed your feelings. I wish to assure you once again that the 
only reason for the non-acccptancc of your candidature was the 
consideration of your health. There is nothing else against you. 
I was grieved to find that your feelings were ruffled and that you 
felt hurt that you were omitted. The Congress organisation is 
growing much stronger and, God willing, there will be many more 
openings for Congressmen to serve the country in more respon- 
sible positions in various spheres in the near future. The Congress 
will need the services of experienced people like you, as it has 
been suffering from want of good and able men who can shoul- 
der the responsibility of administration. You must get well as soon 
as possible and be ready when the time comes for such a call. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhl>hai Patel 

Sjt. B* Das 
Cuttack 
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Madras 
28 September 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I was too late when I tried to get at you. You had left 
for Poona. I hope you are maintaining at least the same level of 
health. 

The enclosed is a milder version of the Central story in the 
Andhra Patrika for which Dr. P.’s friends are responsible. The 
impression sought to be created is that Dr. P. has been pitched 
upon by you as IcadcV, and that it is an integral part of the big 
plan! 

Yours affectionately, 
C. Rajagopalachari 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Madras 
1 December 1945 


My dear Vallabhbhai, 

This is to confirm my telegram. I am sending you a copy of 
the resolution adopted by 143 prominent Congressmen of the 
province, PCC members and others. They are sending a depu- 
tation consisting of Dr. Rajun, A. Vaidyanatha Iyer of Madura, 
A. Vedarathnam (Salt Satyagraha, Vedaranyam), C. Perumal- 
swami Rcddiar, President, North Arcot District Congress Com- 
mittee, and M. C. Veerbahu Pillai, AICC member for Tinnc- 
velly. They arc all very eager to meet you and explain matters. 
Kindly give them a full hearing at some convenient time. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. Rajagopalachari 
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EXTRACrS 


COPY OF RESOLUTION 

As members of the Tamil Nad Provincial Congress Committee and men 
who have given of their best to the Congress for over two decades* we feel 
much concerned over the state of Congress alfciirs in our province. VVe have 
read Sri Annamalai Pillai's letter dated 16 November 1945 to the President, 
Indian National Congress, and we entirely agree with him in what he has 
stated therein. In spite of our wholehearted acceptance at face value of the 
Tamil Nadu Congress President’s assurance in his introductory statement at the 
meeting of the provincial Congress Committee held at Madura on 31 Octolier 
last, the vacancies in the Provincial Congress Coiniiiiltrr, alnnit thirty in 
number, were filled by co-option in a partisan spirit and our suspicions were 
strengthened by the determination shown by the group now' in |>owrr in the 
provincial Congress committee to exclude from the prtiviiicial Congress 

committee. 

Wc are therefore of opinion and strongly urge c>ti the ("oiigtess Working 
Committee that a representative and strong parliamentary provincial lK>ard 
should set up for Tamil Nad ami tlie selections and rrccnnrnrndatit>ns shcnild 
not be left to the sole discretion of the present working cominiUec ol the 
province. 

It is our considered view that parliamentary work in this province rc(|uires 
Rajaji’i leadership. 


18B 

The Cricket Club of India Idd. 

Kraliournc Stadium 
Bombay 
8 November 1945 

My dear Sardarji, 

I hope to reach Poona some time on the morning of the 
14th (Wednesday) and would very much like to sec you. I shall 
be grateful if you will he so good as to let me know when I could 
come to the clinic and meet you. I do not want to take up much 
of your time than would be necessary, but what I wish to get 
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your advice upon might take from 30 minutes to an hour. I 
hope very much that you will be so good as to afford me this 
opportunity. I have always looked upon you as an adviser in 
time of stress and my visits to you in Bombay in the old days 
offered me great relief and joy. 

I would like to see Bapu as well but that will only be for 
about a quarter of an hour mainly to have darshan of him. That 
gives me peace. I will, if I am allowed, see him after I have 
seen you. 

I trust you have been well, and the treatment at the nature 
clinic has improved you, and your pain has abated. Please re- 
member me to Smt. Maniben. 

With pranams to you and Bapu. 

Yours very sincerely, 
P. Subbarayan 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Poona 
9 November 1945 

My dear Dr. Subbarayan, 

I have received your letter ol‘ the 8th inst. I shall certainly be 
delighted to see you here on the 14th any time after 2 p.m. 

The rejection of Mrs. Subbarayan’s candidature ought not 
to make the slightest difference between our friendship and you 
can always look to me for any advice you may want at any 
time. No rumours or stories about her rejection should be given 
credence to by you or by her. My opinion about both of you 
remains the same. I have spoken to Bapu about your coming on 
the 14th and he will certainly see you for a few minutes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. P. Subbarayan 

The Cricket Club of India Ltd. 

Brabourne Stadium 
Bombay 
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4 Kondi Chetty Street 
George Town 
Madras 

. 12 November 1945 

Dear Sardaiji, 

Reports reach me that you have not been able to exactly 
make out the situation in Tamil Nad in relation to the hap- 
penings at the Tripura Nukundram Tamil Nad Congress Com- 
mittee meeting. 

The issue before Tamil Nad is simple and clear. Rajnji wants 
to become the premier again. Tamil Nad docs not want him and 
has no confidence in his leadership. Every other thing spoken 
or written about is only a smokescreen thrown up to confuse the 
people outside. 177 out of 194 members of » the TNCC attended 
the meeting. The Rajaji group brought into action all Tam- 
many Hall methods possible to secure supjmrt. Several thousands 
of rupees were spent, members were sought to be bribed, 
cajoled, coerced or talked into. The net result was that they 
could not get a majority in the TNCC for a resolution in favour 
of Rajaji. Finding an overwhelming majority against Rajaji’s 
leadership, the leaders of the Rajaji group agreed to withdraw 
their resolutions. At the very last minute they did their best and 
ultimately accepted defeat. Only one decisive issue arose for 
voting, namely, the co-option of members to the TNCC. T here tlic 
Working Committee’s supixjrtcrs secured 36 out of the 37 pl.aces. 
The one was Sri A. Vaidyanatha Iyer who has since resigned. 

After this crushing defeat, propaganda was set afoot as if 
some compromise had been arrived at behind the scenes. You 
must have read the interview hy Sri K. Kamaraj Nadar, Presi- 
dent of the TNCC to the API categorically denying it. Sri 
Kamaraj only made a statement at the op'^ning of the INCC 
meeting welcoming Rajaji hack into the Congress and seeking 
his co-operation. 

As for the operative resolutions passed at the TNCC meet- 
ing there are two. One confirmed the action of the TNCC invali- 
dating the election of C. Rajagopalachari to ^ PCC from 
Trichengode. The other one vested complete powers in the Tamil 
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Nad CSongress Working Committee to do all things for the Provin- 
cial Assembly elections. 

You will thus note that we, for our part, have still no confi- 
dence in Rajaji’s leadership, and are not prepared to entrust the 
affairs of the province in his hands, in view of his past as well as 
his present attitude. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar 
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Poona 

16 November 1945 

My dear Muthuranga Mudaliar, 

I have received your letter of 12th instant which gives 
me the full official point of view of the Tamil Nad Congress Com- 
mittee. From the papers it was difficult to obtain any coherent 
idea of the situation. The general impression created outside from 
the Press re|x>rts was that there was some sort of understanding 
arrived at between Rajaji and the president of the Tamil Nad 
Congress Committee. I saw the contradiction by Sjt. Kamaraj 
Niidar subsequently, but it docs not seem to be consistent 
with his previous speech at the opening of the Tamil Nad Con- 
gress Committee. However, if in fact there is nothing in it, 
so much misunderstanding should not have been allowed to be 
created for such a long time. 

I trust that the election campaign is going on smoothly and 
efficiently. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri C. N. Muthuranga Mudaliar 
4 Kondi Chetty Street 
G.T., Madras 
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Madras 
15 November 1945 


My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I hope this will reach you in Poona. Thank you for your 
kind note of the 6th. 
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You will read my letter to Bapu. Kamaraj is, I am afraid, play- 
ing a deceitful game. With friends who talk to him about me, 
he pleads for time to extricate himself from his erstwhile compa- 
nions. Though he is obviously deceiving, 1 am giving him the 
time, taking all he says at face value. 

He signed and sent me a draft which he said he would read 
at the Madura meeting of the PCC. But he did not fulfil his 
promise. He omitted vitaf matters and acted contrary to his 
proposed intentions. He now explains his default as due to 
want of sufficient boldness to break off suddenly from his friends. 

I had asked those who gathered there and who were want* 
ing to do many things on my behalf to drop everything. As many 
as 75 members out of a total of 175 members present liad actually 
signed and given a requisition for resolutions sup]M>rting me and 
opposing the campaign against me. But my friends on my advice 
accepted Kamaraj’s plea for peace and withdrew all their propo- 
sitions. But on his part he immetliately failed to keep up and 
filled the PCC with 30 or 35 co-opted inerabers, all op|^M>sed to 
me, and ever since is repeating his double game. He has done no- 
thing to execute his promise to end the conflict. 

I fear the province will go into the hands of criminals. This 
may appear to be strong language but I tell you it is just that 
and nothing else. Intimidation and corruption will be ruling. 
They do not want one who will not yield to these things and 
who has public support of his own. 

You say you are pained to note the developments here and 
wish to know how yon can help. I know you can help if you 
make up your mind. They arc still carrying on a whispering propa- 
ganda campaign that you are behind the move to destroy me! 

You will ruin this fair province if you allow the present 
Tamil Nad Working Committee to manage the selections. I'hc 
Andhras will manage their own province all right, but they will not 
do the right thing nor can they, in regard to the Tamil districts. 
If you select and set up a sound parliamentary board for this 
province, the atmosphere will be clarified, if you desire my assis- 
tance in this, I can advise you. 

Anyway, love. 

Raja 

[Rajagopalachari] 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 24th inst. I am surprised 
that such stories are circulated in your province and is believed by 
other people. Shri Rajagopalachari is one of my dearest friends 
and life-long colleague. It is a black lie to say that I am not 
willing to allow him into the legislature and that I have express- 
ed such opinion to Sjt. V. V. Giri. You can write to Sjt. Giri 
about it and I am sure he will flatly contradict it, because I 
have never to him or to anybody expressed such an opinion. 1 
would any day welcome Rajaji’s coming back to the legislature, 
because I know that he is head and shoulders above all Congress- 
men in the province in ability, integrity and sincerity. All I can 
say is that I am distressed to find that such stupid rumours are 
circulated about responsible people and credence is given by 
Congressmen to such stories. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. K. Sivagurusami 
8/12 Somasundra Road 
Coimbatore 
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22 December 1945 

The President 

Tamil Nad Congress Committee 
Dear Friend, 

I have been asked by a Christian friend to consider the fol- 
lowing suggestions for Christian candidates from Tamil Nad for 
the Madras Legislative Assembly: 

Tamil Nad: For Madras: Dr. Ramchandra Rao. He is an 
old Congressman. Though a Protestant, he will get active help 
from my Catholic friends. He is well liked and am assured, will be 
well supported. Catholic votes are about 60 per cent in this 
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constituency. He is well to do and will not need any financial 
help; he assures me he will stand only if he is adopted as a 
Ciongress candidate. 

He is eligible for the Upper House as well. But here perhaps 
one Mr. Jerome Saldanha of Mangalore (present sitting member) 
will fight and win. If you nominate Dr. Ramchandra Rao for 
the Lower House from Madras, 1 will try and get Jerome Sal- 
danha to sign our pledge for the Upper House scat. 

For Tuticorin seat: Mr. Victoria Roche (present sitting 
member) • He should come in again, is well to do and rather 
ambitious, I hear: Good man, and will win. 

For women’s scat: Mrs. Masilamani Pillay (present sitting 
member) — old and tried Congresswoman — will win. I.x>cal 
people may wish to displace this lady; but I would request you 
to kindly check this tendency. In the South, where Catliolics pre- 
dominate, we should select Catholics as a rule, because they have 
no chance in any other province. 

For the other Christian scats in Tamil Nad, I will be send- 
ing you details soon. So far there arc some difTcrciiccs among 
my Congress friends. 

On the West Coast: Mangalore etc.: Mr. L. C. Pias, of 
Court Road, Mangalore. A well-to-do lawyer and Congressman 
of standing; been in local municipality for years and resigned in 
1942 at our bidding with 30 other Congressmen. He will be 
opposed by one Mr. O. L. Lobo, whom wc hope to defeat, 
though the fight will be stiff. 

From here, Mr. Felix Albuquerque will also apply for the 
Congress ticket. He is a good young man too and w^ealthy, but 
he owns a liquor distillery and is not so very popular — specially 
in Br. Cochin where vote is heavy. 

Mr. Albuquerque may be preferred by the local committee, 
but I would urge the case of Pias as more acceptable to the consti- 
tuency. 

Please let me know your opinion about these suggestions. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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20 December 1945 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 4th instant on my return 
from Calcutta. I am surprised that ‘you take exception to my 
having expressed my honest opinion about the mischievous and 
false rumours that were being spread in your province about my 
attitude towards Rajaji’s leadership, in reply to a letter that was 
written to me by some Congressman from South India, whom I 
did not know. He was entitled to have a reply and I have given 
it to him as it was due from one Congressman to another. Your 
interpretation of that letter is wholly unfounded. There is no 
desire on my part of forcing him in your midst as you suggest in 
your letter, but you cannot expect me to suppress my opinion if 
it is asked for, especially when 1 was told that my name was 
being exploited for making propaganda against Rajaji’s return 
to the Congress. 

I do not believe for a moment that the Congress should close 
its doors against people who have taken no part in the last 
struggle. All our sacrifices would be in vain if we would not 
absorb talents at our disposal and decided to close its doors against 
people who have rendered services in the past and made sacri- 
fices more than we have done during our time, simply because 
on one occasion they differed from us. 

My opinion about C. R. given in that letter was not intended 
for publication. It was written in reply to a letter received from 
a Congressman. But I stand by every word of what I have said 
in that letter. You talk of hatred for his leadership in your 
letter, which will perhaps not allow you to appreciate or under- 
stand my vicwpMjint. We have worked together practically for a 
liietime and we know each other’s worth. Wc have differed oc- 
casionally on vital matters but difference of opinion, however 
strong and unpleasant, had not affected nor will it affect in the 
future our regards and affection as well as our understanding of 
each other. You cannot expect me to suppress my opinion about 
his worth but the question of leadership does not rest with me. 
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It rests entirely with the province and nobody from outside wants 
to impose him if he is not wanted. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

D. R. Arunachalam, Esq. 

Devakottai 
S. India 
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20 December 1945 

My dear Dr. Subbarayan, 

I had your letter of the 3rd inst. at Calcutta. 

I hope Mr. .\saf Ali’s efforts will straighten the affairs in 
Tamil Nad. The atmosphere there, as far as I can judge from 
letters that are being received, is not suitable yet for any good 
and useful work, for which a peaceful atmosphere is required. I 
feel that the political water is very muddy and some people are 
bent upon stirring this. We have done our best to help in settling 
it down. We arc awaiting with anxiety and interest the results 
of Mr. Asaf Ali’s efforts. Wc do not desire to sec the province 
of Tamil Nad being a cockpit of parties and factions. If .all of 
you can contribute in that direction and help our nominee, who 
is there, it would be a good beginning made. 

Hope you both are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. P. Subbarayan 
Tiruchengodu 
Salem Dist. 
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Madras 
23 December 1945 


My dear Vallabhbhai, 

Many thanks for your kind letter. 
Asaf is going to you by air. 

He will tell you what he has done. 


S. C..IM2 
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Unless you help him with your practical wisdom and firm- 
ness, I wonder what the poor man will do. He has given some 
decisions and reserved some. 

Here is a copy of a telegram I have [sent] to Maulana 
Sahib on account of difficulties created by his decision on the 
Tiruchengodu election. 

I am writing in haste. 

Yours affectionately, 
C. Rajagopalachari 


ENCLOSURE 

TELEGRAM 


Madras 
23 December 1945 

MaiUana Azad 

19A Ballygunj Circular Road 

Calcutta 

AS.\FALT DECLARED TIRUCHENGODU ELECTION VALID UNTIL SET ASIDE BY DULY 
CONSTITUTED ELECTION TRIBUNAL, PROVINCIAL EXECUTIVE HAS ISSUED PRESS 
STATEMENT SAYING IT NOW INTENDS APPOINTING TRIBUNAL THIS LATE STAGE, 
ASAPALl FULLY AND CAREFULLY WENT THROUGH ALL MATERIALS. 1 FEEL 
HE IS IN POSITION TO STATE THERE IS NO REASONABLE GROUND WHATEVER FOR 
FURTHER ENQUIRY BY TRIBUNAL THIS LATE STAGE. PRAY OBTAIN IIIS REMARKS 
AND IMMEDIATELY ORDER NO TRIBUNAL PERMISSIBLE BECAUSE EXECUTIVE THAT 
RAISED OBJECTION 8UOMOTO FAILED APPOINT TRIBUNAL IN TIME. PROLONGA- 
TION CONTROVERSY MOST DETRIMENTAL AND WHOLLY W'ANTING BONAFIDES. 
NO OBJECTION LODGED BY ANY CONGRESS MEMBER IN CONSTITUENCY WITHIN SEVEN 
DAYS OF ELECTION AS PER CONGRESS CONSTITUTION ARTICLE ELEVEN. 


RAJ AGOPA LACHARl 
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Trichinopoly 

• 24 December 1945 

Dear Vallabhbhai, 

I am leaving Madras for Trichinopoly today and write as 
from there. There is an impression that Sri Kamaraj Nadar 
has been saying that if a comix>sitr parliamentary board is 
formed, he would have no objection provided Rajaji is not in 
it. Any board, even though otherwise composite, will not in my 
opinion be satisfactory. It will only create fresh dilTiculties. If he 
is in it the difficulties will be reduced U) the minimum. 

A small board consisting of Rajaji with two others, say, 
Annamalai Pillai, PCC Secretary, and C.P. Subbiah, memiter, PCC 
Working Committee, on the one side, and Kamaraj with any two 
of his choice [on the other] will l>c quite an efficient committee. 
If desired we can increase by one member on each side. . . . 

Yours sincerely, 
I’.S.S. Rajan« 

Sjt Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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26 December 1945 

My dear Dr. Rajan, 

I have just received your letter of the 24th instant. Mr. Asaf 
AH has returned and reported to me in detail as to what 
happened at Madras during his visit. It is unfortunate that he 
has not been able to settle the differences and no clear way has 
been found out. This morning I received a telegram from 
Sri. Kamaraj Nadar which is hardly helpful and I am sure things 


t Elected to Central Assembly, 1935 ; 
Madras, 1937; resigned from Congress, 1938 


Health Minister in Rajaji Ministry b 
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SARDAR Patel’s correspondence 


are getting worse. However, Mr. Asaf Ali will have to go and 
report the matter to the President. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Dr. T.S.S. Rajan 
Trichinopoly 
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Sardar VaUabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 


Madras 
24 December 1945 


WE FEEL ANY PARLIAMENTARY BOARD WITHOUT RAJAJI EVEN IF 
MADE OTHERWISE COMPOSITE WILL NOT WORK AND WILL INCREASE 
DIFFICULTIES DOCTOR * RAJAN PERUMALSAMI REDDIAR VEERABAHU 
VEDARATNAM MEMBERS TAMILNAD DEPUTATION ANNAMALAl PILLAI 
PROVINCIAL COMMITTEE SECRETARY SUBBIAIl PROVINCIAL WORKING 
COMMITTEE MEMBER. 
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4 Molony Road 
Thyagarayanagar 
Madras 
26 December 1945 

Dear Sardarji, 

I am herewith enclosing a copy of the memorandum 
presented by me to Sri. Asaf Ali, member, WC, deputed to 
enquire into Tamil Nadu affairs. 1 hope you will go through the 
memorandum carefully and see that justice is done to the official 
Congress in Tamil Nadu. 

Thanking you, 

Yours sincerely, 
C. N. Muthuranga 


^ Working Committee of Congress 



ENCLOSURE 

EXTRACl'S FROM G. N. MUTHUR,\NGA MUDALIAR*S 
LEITER TO AS.\F ALI 

Rajaji*s diflTcrcnccs with the Congress High Cointtiand began at the AICC 
meeting held in May 1912 at Allahabad. Rajaji thrrcaRcr tlircatencd the 
High Command that if his advice was not taken Tamil Nadu would not be 
with the Congress. He announced that he would carry on propaganda for 
his views. On being informed that so long as he was a member of the 
Working Committee and the AICC he could not flout the decision of the 
AICC, he resigned his membership of the \VC and indulged in a raging 
and tearing propaganda for Pakistan in Tamil Nadu. Sri S. Satyamurthi, the 
then secretary of the TNGC, wrote to the President of the Congress that 
Rajaji was carrying on propaganda against the Congress and that disciplinary 
action might be taken against him. 

Rajaji, however, continued to do propagandii against the .'\ugust reso- 
lution and criticised the Congress attitude towards the Cripps projHisals and 
advocated ofGcc acceptance for what it was wortli even though power was 
not given in the Centre. 

There seems to be an impression that if Rajaji goes Tamil Nadu will 
become Icaderlcss. Tamil Nadu*s position will not be like tliat of a calf 
which has lost its mother-cow and it docs not suffer from dearth of leaders. 

I hope that Tamil Nadu alone will not l>c treated as fhr Cinderella of 
the Congress and made to do things that arc* unconstiluttonal and undemo- 
cratic. It will make Tamil Nadu workers, who arc the backbone of the 
Congress movement and who have made enormous sacTifice in the cause of 
freedom, very sore and disgusted. 
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26 Dcccml)cr 1945 

My dear Muthuranga Mudaliar, 

I have received your letter without date today enclosing a 
copy of the memorandum given by you to Mr. Asal Ali who was 
deputed to enquire into Tamil Nad affairs by the Working Co- 
mmittee. I am surprised that a man of your position and experi- 
ence should have made references in the memorandum which, 
to say the least, have no bearing on the subject. There is no 
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question of imposing leadership from above. This point has been 
made clear so often by Mr. Asaf Ali as well as by those to whom 
the matter was referred on various occasions from South India. 
The question of giving a panel of names for the executive council 
from amongst leaders of the Ck>ngress was entirely a different 
matter and your reference to it is out of place. It was a 
confidential affair which cannot be openly discussed with you 
in correspondence. I cannot say anything about its accuracy 
because it would lead me into disclosures of a most confidential 
nature. I can only say that your reference is most inappropriate 
and irrelevant. 

I do not know what matters were referred to me about some 
minor differences in the Andhra PCC to which you have made 
a reference in your memorandum. No different treatment has 
been given to you and your complaint is absolutely unjustified. 
The principle of provinces being autonomous is generally accepted, 
but the central control for the general good, efficient and just 
administration is inherent in the constitution and such powers 
vest in the Working Committee which functions during the 
absence of the AICC for that body. 

If there is an impression that if Rajaji goes Tamil Nad will 
be leadcrless, that impression has not been created by us from 
above. If tliat impression exists it must be because the facts 
must be unchallengeable. The gcticral practice of setting up 
candidates for the purpose of elections is well known but the fact 
that numerous complaints are being received from your prosince 
about the desirability of certain persons being included or at least 
not being excluded on technical grounds cannot be ignored. 

The analogy of the expulsion of Communists also does not 
hold good. We would have taken all the Communists into our 
fold in the Congress without any hesitation if they had agreed to 
abide by the decisions and the discipline of the Congress in the 
future. We were prepared to forget the past. Your memorandum 
discloses an unfortunate suspicion against the Congress High Com- 
mand and an unnecessary prejudice against those who want to 
return to the Congress. 

You are one of the oldest Congress leaders of Tamil Nad. 

You know Rajaji as much as 1 do. Nobody regrets his atti- 
tude during the last three/four years more than myself. But the 
question of his return to the Congress must be considered with- 
out bitterness, without suspicion and purely from the point of 

t Pradesh Congress Gommittee 
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the interest of the province alone. If there is a volume of opi- 
nion in favour of his return to the Ck)ngrcss it would be foolish 
and unwise to prevent him from coming back on technical 
grounds. Why can’t your Congress committee decide the issue 
on merits instead of taking shelter on technical grounds? On 
the very first day when this matter was brought to my notice 
by Mr. Bhaktavatsalam and his company who saw me in Bombay 
soon after my return froip Simla I told him that the question 
of imposition of leadership does not arise at all. It is for the 
province to decide, but the issue must be decided purely on merits 
and not on technical grounds. I find that all along your com- 
mittee is trying to prc\ent Rajaji's coming into the provincial 
Congress committee merely on technical grounds. Surely he has 
scr\xd the Congress for a very long period with considerable 
sacrifices, loyalty, integrity and ability. We all cannot forget his 
past altogether. If he had not diflTered from us the question 
would not have arisen at all. But his din'crences or his actions 
during the last three years cannot be a permanent bar to his 
return to the Congress if he is prepared to abide by the disci- 
pline and decisions of the Congress in the future. As he did so, 
he was taken as a representative of the Congress in the Viceregal 
conference at Simla along with other Congress leaders. 1 can 
only advise \'ou with an unbiased mind and for a single purpose, 
namely, the good of the province. 1 have not met a single man 
from your province who has up to now questioned his ability, in- 
tegrity, honesty and sincerity in spite of the dilferences with him. 
I am sure if you will consider this matter without prejudice you 
will agree with me that his loss to the Congr<!.ss will not he com- 
pensated by any efforts to somehow fill the gap. All the anxiety 
of doing justice to those who have differed from us during the 
past three years must not be meant or interpreted as an undue 
interference or as an act of partiality towards Rajaji. 

I have received a telegram from Sri Kamaraj Nadar this 
morning containing a veiled threat. This telegram also must have 
been sent with your approval or consent. I am afraid if you arc 
all acting under a terrible fear complex as disclosed in that tele- 
gram, Tamil Nad will have a very bad future. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


C.N. Muthuranga Mudaliar 
Madras 
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Madras 
26 December 1945 

« 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

STRONG RUMOURS CURRENT HERE REGARDING NATURE OF RECO- 
MMENDATION TO BE MADE BY ASAFALI TO HIGH COMMAND. HOPE 
HIGH COMMAND WILL TAKE NO DECISIONS THEREON WITHOUT CON- 
SULTING ME AND MY COMMITTEE. MY WORKING COMMITTEE EMPHASISES 
THAT MATTERS ON WHICH ASAFALI MIGHT REPORT ARE EXCLUSIVELY 
WITHIN PROVINCE OP PROVINCIAL CONGRESS COMMITTEE. ANY 
DECISIONS IMPOSED ON THEM CONTRARY TO STATEMENTS MADE 
BY YOU AND ASAFALI I^IMSELF WHEN HERE ARE I AM BOUND TO 
INFORM YOU LIKELY TO HAVE UNFORTUNATE REPERCUSSIONS. 

KAMARAJ NADAR 
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26 December 1945 

Dear Mr. Kamaraj, 

I received your telegram this morning which came to me 
as a surprise. The Working Committee naturally is anxious to 
see that the atmosphere in the province is settled before the elec- 
tions. But it is unfortunate that your attitude is not helpful at 
all. Your telegram contains a veiled threat of indiscipline if not 
of revolt. There is no question of imposing any decisions from 
above but you and your colleagues must realise that the Working 
Committee has also a responsibility and it cannot abdicate its 
functions if it has been approached by as many as about one-third 
of the members of your provincial Congress committee. It is 
but natural that we should like to see the formation of a Parlia- 
mentary Board for your province so constituted as to include all 
groups and interests as far as possible leaving no ground for any 
reasonable complaint. Mr. Asaf Ali was sent to your province 
to bring about an amicable settlement. Instead of being helpful 
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to him, some of you have thought it proper to thi-eaten indiscipline 
and to refu% to listen to any advice given purely in the interests 
of the province. You arc aware that the decisions in tlic matter 
of selection of candidates rests with the Central Parliainentray 
Board. If the local selection Board does not represent all ini|>urtant 
claims and interests, it would naturally throw a greater burden 
on the centre and create difficulties for smooth working. Will yon 
point out any instance or action on [ourj part from which you 
can surest the slightest inference for a desire to impose decision 
on your committee. All 1 can say is that yonr telegram was 
wholly unexpected and uncalled for. 

Yonrs sincerely, 
Vallahhbhai Patel 

Mr. Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 
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TELEGRAM 


Madras 
27 December 1915 

Asaf Ali 
Faiz Bazar 
Delhi 

SORRY TO HAVE TO IXIORM VOU KAMARAJ WHO I'ROMISKI) IN 
YOUR ROOM TO MEET ME NEXT DAY HAS NOT YET DONE SO NOR 
SENT WORD. SEEMS NO INTENTION MEETINf;. MEANWIIII.E WITHOUT 
W'AITINO YOUR DECISION HE HAS CAI.I.ED I OR AI'I'MCA'I IONS I ROM 
CANDIDATES. 

RAJACOPAEAIJIARI 
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27 December 1915 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

Asaf Ali has returned from Madras but he has iifit been able 
to solve the problem. Perhajjs it has become more difficult. 
Some of our Congress people there created an atmosphere of 
hostility and gave him letters of protest containing veiled threats. 
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On his return to Bombay he explained to me the position, 
but soon after his arrival I got a telegram from Kamaraj Nadar 
and a letter from Muthuranga Mudaliar, copies of which arc 
enclosed herewith together with copies of my replies to both of 
them, for your information. It will give you a clear idea of the 
situation. 

I got a telegram from Sarat Babu which is also interesting 
and I am enclosing a copy thereof. ‘ One Mr. Ramnath Goenka, 
who is the proprietor of the Madras Express and who is a bitter 
enemy of Rajaji, had sent this telegram to Sarat. It seems that 
they arc all afraid of Rajaji’s coming back to the Congress. Asaf 
Ali will also report to you the whole matter. It is difficult to 
decide what further action is now to be taken in the matter. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Calcutta 
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29 December 1945 

Maulana Azad 
Congress President 
Calcutta 

GLAD INFORM YOU HAVE SUCCEEDED IN BRINCiING ABOUT AMICABLE 
SETTLEMEMT TAMII.NAD DISPUTE. SEE PRESS STATEMENT. 

VALLABHBHAI PATEL 
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TELEGRAM 


Madras 
29 December 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Marine Drive 
Bombay 

MOST GRATEFUL TO YOU FOR YOUR KIND ADVICE. ACTING ACCORD- 
INGLY. MEANWHILE HAVE TELEGRAPHED ASAFALI AS FOLLOWS 
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Q|UOTE YOURS THANKS. RAJAJI PROMISED IN YOUR PRESENCE TO 
COMMUNICATE TO ME THE TIME SUITABLE TO HIM FOR MY 
MEETING HIM THE NEXT DAY THROUGH DOCTOR SUBBARAYAN. 
WHILE WAITING FOR APPOINTMENT READ A PRESS STATEMENT 
ISSUED TO THE API ONLY A FEW HOURS AFTER YOUR DEPARTURE 
BY DOCTOR RAJAN AND OTHERS. THE STATEMENT BEGINS: THE 
PUBLIC ALREADY KNOW THAT WE WENT ON A DEPUTATION 
TO THE CONGRESS PRESIDENT AND THE WORKING COMMITTEE TO 
REPRESENT CERTAIN MATTERS REGARDING THE TAMILS AD PROVIN- 
CIAL CONGRESS COMMITTEE AND ABOUT THE FORMATION OF A 
PARLIAMENTARY BOARD. MR ASAFALI WHO CAME HERE ON BEHALF 
OF THE WORKING COMMITTEE TO MAKE EN^iUlRIES ON THE SPOT 
HAS GIVEN HIS DECISION ON CERTAIN POINl*S AND HAS RESERVED 
SOME FOR FURTHER CONSULTATIONS WITH HIS COI.LEAGI'E::s. WE MAY 
EXPECT TO BE INFORMED OF THEIR CONCLUSIONS IN A FEW DAYS 
UNQUOTE. 

I REGRETFULLY CO.NGLUUED AS IS OBVIOUS FROM THE 
STATEMENT THAT RAJAJI DID NOT WANT TO , MEET MR BliT WAS 
EXPECTING AN ANNOUNCEMENT FROM THE HIGH COMMAND REGARD- 
ING RECONSTITUTION OF THE PARLIAMENTARY BOARD. THE PUBLIC- 
ATION OF THAT STATEMENT CREATED AN ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH 
IF 1 MET RAJAJI THE PUBLIC WOULD HAVE FORMED THE IMJ'KK- 
SSION THAT I WAS DOING SO UNDER DURESS. SURELY THAI WAS 
NOT THE ATMOSPHERE IN WHICH THERE COULD HE A FRUITIUL 
TALK. DOCTOR SUBBARAYAN WHO WAS TO HAVE ARRANGED THE 
TIME FOR THE MEETING TELEPHONED TO ME ON THE TWENTY- 
FIFTH MORNING BUT WHEN I WENT TO IHS HOUSE THAT NOON 
HE WAS AWAY. I HEARD NOTHING FROM HIM ON THE TWENTY- 
SIXTH. ON THE TWENTYSEVENTH I WENT TO DOCTOR 
SUBBARAYAN’s HOUSE AT HIS RE;QUEST AND TOLD HIM THAT I W'AS 
AGREEABLE TO TAKE RAJAJi’s MEN IN THE PARLIAMENTARY SUB- 
COMMITTEE. ACCORDING TO ME NOT ADVISABLE TO TAKE RAJAJI 
HIMSELF IN THE SUBCOMMITTEE. I TOLD SUBBARAYAN THAT IF 
W’HAT I NOW SAY WOULD BE SATISFACTORY TO RAJAJI I SHALL 
CERTAINLY GO TO HIM AND COME TO AN ARP ANCSEMENT ON THIS 
BASIS. AT ALL EVENTS I THOUGHT IT WOULD BE BETTER TO ALLOW 
TWO OR THREE DAYS SO THAT THE ATMOSPHERE CREATED BY 
RAJAN’s STATEMENT MIGHT CLEAR UP. IT WAS WHEN I HAD MADE 
UP MY MIND TO SEE RAJAJI MYSELF THAT THE PRESS RECEIVED 
YOUR TELEGRAM FROM DELHI. PUBLICATION OF THAT TELEGRAM 
AGAIN CREATED THE IMPRESSION THAT I AM ACTING UNDER DUR- 
ESS AND I FELT COMPELLED TO GIVE UP THE IDEA OF MEETING 
RAJAJI. BUT FORTUNATELY THE ATMOSPHERE CREATED BY YOUR 
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TELEGRAM HAS BEEN NEUTRALISED BY A LETTER THAT I JUST 
RECEIVED FROM RAJAJl IN WHICH HE HAS ASKED ME TO CO AND 
SEE HIM AT TWO P M TODAY. I AM DOING SO. 

KAMARAJ NADAR 
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TELEGRAM 

Madras 
29 December 1945 

Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

I HAVE IN CONSULTATION WITH RAJAJl SETTLED AS FOLLOWS. 
ELECTION BOARD FOR PROVINCE WILL CONSIST OF MYSELF MU- 
THURANGA RAMASAMIREDDY AVANASIIILANGAM MRS LAKSHMIPATHI 
SUBBIAII MUNISWAML PILLAI AND ANNAMALAIPILI.AI. I SHALL CON- 
SULT RAJAJl IN WORK OF SELECTION AT ALL STAGES. 1 REQUEST 
THIS ARRANGEMENT MAY BE ACCEPTED. 

KAMARAJ NADAR 
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TELEGRA.M 

Madras 
29 December 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

FOR YOUR INFORMATION ONLY. EARI.IER TEI.EGRAM WAS DRAFTED 
BY RAJAJl AND COPIES SENT TO MAHATMAJI MAULANA AND ASAF- 
ALI. I ACCEPTED ALL NAMES SUGGESTED BY RAJAJl WHICH MEANS 
OUT OF EIGHT HIS GROUP GETS THREE. ALTHOUGH OTHER GROUP 
INADEQUATELY REPRESENTED STILL IN VIEW OF [the] MESSAGE 
THROUGH SRINIVASAN I TAKE IT I HAVE CARRIED OUT YOUR AD- 
VICE, DEPEND UPON YOU FOR HELP IN FUTURE WORK. REGARDS. 

KAMARAJ NADAR 
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30 December 1945 

My dear Kamaraj, 

I got three telegrams from you yesterday, the first one bring 
about your reference to my advice and your tclcgrani to Sjt. 
Asaf All, the second containing information about the settlement 
you made with Rajaji on the formation of tlic provincial elec- 
tion board; the third one was for tny information only. 1 am 
extremely glad that at last you ha\c all agreed on a joint foi mu- 
la. We are passing through a very critical period. You know 
that we have to fight internally and externally; internally with 
the Muslim League and the local bureaucracy and externally 
with the mighty British Empire, which is sitting upon our 
chest. We cannot afford to quarrel simultaneously on all fronts. 
You also know that a deputation is coining to visit this country 
from England. Wc would make a sorry cxliibilion of onr streng- 
th and solidarity if wc were to allow our dirty linen to be washed 
in the public at the time of their visit. Rightly or wrongly, 
Rajaji happens to be an international figure. OntsUlers coming 
to visit this country would without fail meet him when they 
would come to Madras. It would be unwise to antagonise him 
altogether and throw him away. We must use him and his 
talents for the good of the country, as far as possible, without 
compromising our principles. You also know that (hnidhiji is 
coming to Madras in the beginning of February. He, who has 
raised us and the country to such a high level, would be extreme- 
ly distressed if he were to find that wc are not capabh* of deal- 
ing with our own problems w'ith goodw'ill, tolerance and affec- 
tion amongst ourselves, in spite of onr differences. L’nder the 
circumstances, I congratulate \'ou all, partieidarly yon, ff>r the 
settlement that you have made and I sincerely trust that yon all 
will try and succeed in maintaining peace and harmony in the 
province, so that wc can march together in comradeship for the 
freedom of our land, for which wc have liecn making and call- 
ing upon our people to make such tremendous sacrifices. 

Sjt. Nagaraj must have conveyed to you my message about 
Mr. Pillai, the Christian candidate, whose application wc reject- 
ed on the g^round of leprosy. He has written to me a bitter 
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letter making a vigorous attack on you and also on me, threaten- 
ing publication of correspondence and charging you with com- 
munal bias, which influenced you in recommending the rgection 
of the application. He maintains that he has been free from any 
signs of leprosy since a long time and that the information given 
to me by you was false. He belongs to a minority community 
and therefore suffers evidently from communal complex. How- 
ever, we must be patient with him and try to satisfy him. You 
must therefore gather all the information that you can get by 
way of evidence to prove that he was suffering from leprosy at 
the time when you recommended the rejection of his candidature. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 

PS. 

I am enclosing herewith copy of letter dated 3 December as 
well as my. reply thereto of 24 December for your information. 
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30 December 1945 

My dear Dr. Subbarayan, 

I have received your letter of the 26th inst. I am so glad 
that we have been able to reach a settlement which will make 
joint working possible. I trust that this settlement, in spite of 
its imperfec lions, will be welcomed by all and you all will contri- 
bute your best to the restoration of peace and harmony, which 
alone can create favourable conditions for good work. I have 
tried my best to give all possible help. Let us hope that once 
the joint work begins, the past will be forgotten and mutual 
tolerance and goodwill will begin to take the place of suspicion, 
distrust and ill-feeling amongst comrades who worked together 
for many years in the past, until the unfortunate world war 
intervened here. 

Hope you are both doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. P. Subbarayan 
White’s Garden 
Royapettah 
Madras 
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Madras 

• 3 January 191€ 

Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

WORKING GOMMITfEE FORMED PARLIAMENTARY BOARD WITH EKillT 
NAMES PREVIOUSLY DECIDED. SHALL WRITE SIXTH. 

KAMARAJ 
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, 3 January 1946 

Dear Mr. Kamaraj, 

I have received your wire of today regarding llic adoption 
of the Parliamentary Board as proposed by you by your Working 
Committee. I am glad that the controversy has ended and there 
is no more trouble about this matter. Let us hope that your 
action will be helpful on the whole in improving the situation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. K. Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 
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3 January 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

Since I wrote to you this morning, I received a letter from 
Sjt. Ramnath Goenka, a copy of which I am enclosing. 

Prakasam met me today and he is meeting me again to- 
morrow, as we had hardly much time to talk today. He is natu- 
rally not pleased with the settlement but when I told him about 
Goenka’s interference, he was taken aback and so he did not 
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say anything further. Evidently he knew nothing about this before. 
He had no idea of what took place here and probably came here 
to know how the settlement was brought about. 

I have received a telegram from Kamaraj as under: 

WORKtNO COlOflTTEB FORMED PARLIAMENTARY BOARD WITH EIGHT NAMES 
PREVIOUSLY DECIDED. SHALL WRITE SDCTH. 

and I think it will be all right now. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. G. Rajagopalachari 
Madras 
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6 January 1946 

My Dear Rajaji, 

I am enclosing herewith copy of a letter wliich I have 
written today to Sjt. Kamaraj Nadar. It was unfortunate that 
you called him and made a settlement, which appear to be at 
variance with what I had proposed. You must have received 
my letter in which I have stated the terms of my advice which 
was accepted by him when it was communicated to him by 
telephone by Sjt. Nagaraj, but as you called him, evidently not 
knowing that he had already got my advice, he readily accepted 
the terms you offered which were perhaps more suitable to him 
than those contained in my advice, but as he had accepted my 
terms, I am insisting on its observance by him. Yesterday I 
learnt tliat they arc trying to wriggle out of the principal term, 
viz., to treat you as a member in all respects except your being 
formally taken as a member. Now what they propose to do is 
to send Sjt. Kamaraj simply to consult you after their discussions 
arc over in their meeting and decisions arc taken. Taking advan- 
tage of the understanding arrived at between you and him, they 
probably want to ignore my advice but I am insisting on its 
observance in toto. 

In spite of all this, I am not sure that things will be easy 
for you. However, I am awaiting to hear from you about the 
reactions of all these there. For the present, the open controversy 
and wranglings appear to have ceased. That probably is the 
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only advantage. The concrete result can be seen when the 
board begins to function. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Pale! 

Sjt. G. Rajagopalachari 
Madras 


ENCLOSURE 


t> January 194<> 

Dear Mr. Kamaraj, 

Sjt. Srinivasan met me yesterday alu-r \m return from Madras. He was 
present at the time when Sjt. Nagaraj sought iny advice. It waic given on 
tlic express understanding that it will be accepted there by \ou and others 
concerned. On this assurance, I gave tlic advice which w;is coiniuunicated 
to you by them through telepliont*. 'I'lie terms of ifiy advice were clear and 
unambiguous. I now understand from Sjt. Siiiiivas;ui that an attempt is 
being made to put a difrcrcni interpretation to one of the most iin|>or- 
tant terms, viz., that Rajaji was to be consulted at every stage in the matter 
of selection of candidates and he was to be treati'd in all rcspeeis as a 
member of the election board, although formally he w'as not to be taken 
as a member. You have accepted my advice and 1 have comiuuiiii ated the 
terms of my advice which you have accepted to Maiilaiia A/ad and Sjt. Asaf 
All. If any effort is now made to do anything which is inconsistent with these 
terms by putting a different iiiterpn tation, you will jnit yourself umiecrssatiiy 
in trouble. Sjt. Srinivasan reports to me that soim* of your colleagues ad- 
vise you to consider it enough to consult Kajaji but not to allow him to be 
present in the meeting of the Election Board, 'i hi.s would be u direct viola- 
tion of the important term. I had not invited anybody to seek my advice 
but if after the acceptance of the terms anything is done which would result 
in the breach of the understanding, it will have serious cotiscr(|ucficcs. 
Whether the report given to me is correct or not, 1 do not know Init 1 ex- 
pect that you will not invite trouble to yourself by i.utling yourself morally 
in the wrong. Sjt. Srinivasan is also quite clear in hi.s mind that there wa.5 
no scope for any misunderstanding about the interpretation of that tcrin. 11c 
bears me out fully and he must have written to you also abemt it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 


S.C.-II.13 
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10 January 1946 


My dear Rajaji, 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a letter from Mr. Kamaraj 
which I have received here today. T am also enclosing a copy 
of my reply just for your information, as he himself finds diffi- 
culties to carry his crowd with you. It would be wise to appre- 
ciate his own viewpoint and not allow his followers to harass 
him. 

I am going to Ahmedabad on the 12th and from there to 
Delhi on the 16th. 

I hope you are keeping 6t. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri G. Rajagopalachari 


ENCLOSURE I 


Madras 
8 January 1946 

Dear Sardarji, 

I have received your letter of 30 December as also the one of 3 January. 
Shri Nagarajan also informed me of the talks he had had with you. 

I returned from tour yesterday and hence the delay in reply. 

I entirely agree with the analysis made by you in the letter of the 30th. 
My own opinion has always been the same as yours with regard to Sri 
Rajagopalachari. We must use him and his talents for the good of the coun- 
try, as far as possible, without compromising our principles. 

But my difficulty has always been to make him see the atmosphere he 
has created for himself. As a matter of fact he creates his own difficulties 
continuously. Months ago when I met him for the first time after my release 
I told him that the best thing for him was to keep a little quiet for some 
time. I felt things would smoothen by lapse of time. He certainly would not 
do so. Even a few days ago he spoke against the ‘Jai Hind' slogan. That 
has raised a flutter. That kind of a thing might be good from the point of 
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view of front-page notice. At the tame time it also embitters CongreMnen 
all over. However let us hope Tamil Nad affairs would go on smoothly. 

I will gather information about Sri M. Filial. 

I appreciate your frank letter and would be alwap glad to receive >our 
advice. 

Yours sincerely, 
K. Katnaraj 


ENCLOSURE 11 


10 January 1946 

Dear Mr. Kamaraj, 

I have received your letter of the 8th instant. Evidently you had not 
received my letter of the 6th instant on t!ir date on which you wrote this 
letter. I am therefore expecting a reply to tliat letter tomorrow. 

I am prepared to help you if any dtihcultics are created by Kajaji 
as mentioned in your letter, but you must bring such facta to my notice 
when you find tliat his attitude is not helpful. This is the first time 1 have 
received your suggestion. 

If you will not create difficulties at that end, I will see that you two will 
be able to pull on together, and working together you will be able to 
understand and influence each other better. Mutual confidence will also be 
created by common working. If you find anything to complain of, you 
should not hesitate to write to me or to sec him. Let there be no distrust or 
distance between you two. When two groups or individuals travel in con- 
trary directions for a fairly long period, tlicir outlook on things is likely to 
be different even when they meet for die first time, because they carry with 
them their own viewpoint and their own prejudices which would not be thro%vn 
off all at once. 

I am going to Ahmedabad on the 12th and from there to Delhi on the 

16th. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri K. Kamaraj 
Madras 



218 

TELEGRAM 


Madras 
13 January 1946 

« 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Care Congress 
Bombay 

JUST RETURNING FROM TOUR SAW YOUR LETTER. MET RAJAJI SINCE. 
WRITING TO YOU. 

KAMARAJ 
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■ 4 Kondi Chetty St. 

G. T. Aladras 
23 January 1946 

Dear Sardarji, 

Since wiring to you with reference to your letter about the 
terms of the settlement, I have been in consultation with Rajaji. 
I have not heard yet from Sjt. K. Srinivasan of Bombay. When 
Rajaji and I fixed up the terms, neither of us understood the clause 
about consultation as you interpret in your letter. I have however 
been acting in full consultation with him and I am quite confi- 
dent that he himself will have no occasion to complain to you in 
the matter. 

Yours sincerely, 
K. Kamaraj 
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New Delhi 
27 January 1946 

Dear Mr. Kamaraj, 

I have not been able to deal with your letter of the 23rd ins- 
tant as well as the previous one. I am surprised that you profess 
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ignorance about the terms of settlement that were taken from me 
by Syt. Nagarajan who on your behalf met me in Bombay [along] 
with Srinivasan. The terms were communicated to you by a 
telephonic message and after the approval given by you they 
again met me and informed me of your acceptance. If Nagarajan 
now pretends ignorance about these terms which were given in 
detail he will have to answer for it. You may have your quarrels 
with Rajaji in which I will* not interfere. But 1 will not be fooled 
in this manner. If you want any explanation in this matter, you 
may see me in Bombay when I am there. 

As I am overworked at present, I have not been able to deal 
with your letters. Nagarajan has written to me a short letter 
which has also surprised me. 

I will have to say nothing if you have been arting in full 
consultation with Rajaji and if he will have no occasion to 
complain as you assure me in your letter. But if he has anything 
to complain regarding the settlement made with me, 1 will sec 
that it is enforced in full. It would, therrf(»re, still be wise for 
you to act up to it without creating any trouble. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri K. Kamaraj 
Madras 
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Madras 
24 January 1916 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

Kamaraj has sent me a copy of his letter to you dated 23 
January. He consulted me in making the recommendations but 
that is all. 

I recommend the following modificatioiis: 

( 1 ) R ANIPET 

The election board has recommended P. V. Ponnuswamy. 
I would recommend Sri P. M. Velayudapani who stood as an 
independent candidate for the same constituency in the previous 
election and came second. He has now applied for the Congr^ 
ticket and would be a strong candidate if he is put up by the 
Congress. He is a councillor in the Corporation of Madras and 
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lost the mayoralty by a narrow vote against Sivaraj. He stood 
for the mayoralty supported by the Congress vote. He now 
applies for the Congress ticket for the Ranipet constituency and I 
think we should give it to him. Ranipet is near enough to 
Madras and Sri Velayudapani is a good organiser of Harijan 
oi^anisations and associations. 

(2) Ariyalur 

This has been reserved for further communication by Sri 
Kamaraj. I would recommend A. K. V. Vembadi Mooppanar 
who is a Panchayat Board president in a neighbouring union, 
which means he commands the confidence of other communities 
besides his own in that area. A young man from a different district 
has no chance even though he may have some English edu- 
cation. 1 do not recommend such a choice even though it is 
contemplated by some of the members of the board. 

(3) Kovilpatti 

There seems to be a mistake in the name but probably it is a 
clerical error. The nafoe should be verified. He is the son of Kali 
Kudumban of Sankarankoil taluk. If that is the name recom- 
mended I agree. In other respects I support the recommenda- 
tions made by the board. 

Yours sincerely, 
C. Rajagopalachari 
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28 January 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

I have received your letter of the 24th here today on my 
return. From Delhi yesterday I gave my sanction to the pro- 
vincial recommendations for the Scheduled Castes nominations, 
subject to the alteration that you had suggested about Ranipet 
and I sent you copy of my telegram to Sjt. Kamaraj about it. 
Your letter suggests some other changes but it is too late now to 
make alterations. 

We have not met for a long time but- I should like to know 
the effect of Bapu’s visit to your province. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. G. Rajagopalachari 
Madras 
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New Delhi 
27 January 1946 

• 

Kamaraj 

Madras 

all provincial recommendations scheduled caste candidates 

CONTAINED IN COMMITTEE’S LETTER TWENTYTHIRD APPROVED EXCEPT 
RANIPET WHERE VELAVUDAPANi’S NOMINATION IS SANCTIONED IN- 
STEAD P. V. PONNUSWAMY. KAKKAN’s NOMINATION FROM ARIYALUR 
recommended in your telegram OF TWENTYSIXTH ALSO APPROVED. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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Madras 
29 January 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

YOUR TELEGRAM REFERENCE HARIJAN CANDIDATES. ARRANGING FILING 
NOMINATIONS AS APPROVED. REFERENCE RANIPET REGRET GOOD 
CONGRESSMAN PONNUSWAMY OUR UNANIMOUS RECOMMENDATION 
REJECTED IN FAVOUR VELAYUDAPANl CONGRESS MEMBER RECENTLY 
JOINED WITH UNSOUND POLITICAL ANTECEDENTS. LETTER FOLLOWS. 

KAMARAJ 
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Tiruchcngodu 
Salem District 
South India 
6 February 1946 

$ 

My dear Sardarji, 

I hope you had my telegram with regard to Sind. I have 
been following the developments in this province with anxiety. 
In spite of all that you did at Karachi to get together [G. M.] 
Syed, Maula Bux and our Congress Party together and form it 
into a well-knit coalition, the question of ministry-making still 
seems to hang in the balance. Maulana Azad’s attempt to have a 
Congress-League ministry seems to have met with shipwreck on 
Mr. Jinnah’s idea that no non-Lcaguc Muslim should be in the 
ministry. In spite of all that happened, I am hoping and praying 
that Mr. Syed will eventually be called upon by the Governor to 
form the ministry. From the figures I have seen in the newspapers 
I am sure this could give a stable ministry in Sind as I feel cer- 
tain that some of the League members will join the coalition. 
I do hope your great efforts will bear fruit. 

I hope our affairs will be properly settled when the local 
Parliamentary Board finally meets and you would not be troubled 
with our problem. 

Bapu’s visit to Madura and to the South was a real royal pro- 
gress. I have not seen such crowds as attended his prayer meet- 
ings. In Madura, whose population is about two and a half 
lakhs, there were actually five lakhs of people on the race course 
where the prayer meeting was held. I am afraid the huge crowd in 
their anxiety to get darshan‘ of Bapu were not silent and it was 9 
o’clock before Bapu went back to Sivaganga House where he 
stayed. The next morning at the [Meenakshi] temple also, in 
spite of all restrictions a small crowd surged round Bapu when he 
offered his prayers. I am glad everything went off well though 
Bapu was very tired because of the crowds. In Palni where I did 
not accompany him in spite of huge crowds Bapu managed to 
offer his prayers undisturbed on the top of the hill. 

t Audience witli person held in reverence 
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I hope you had my last letter. I may be in Bombay on the 
15th of this month when I will sec you. Please remember me to 
Manibcn and Dahyabhai. 

With pranam, 

Yours sincerely, 
P. Subbarayan 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

226 

f) February 1 016 

My dear Dr. Subbarayan, 

I have your letter of the 6th inst. I had also received the 
previous one. 

In Karachi, as expected, the Governor [Sir Francis Mudie] 
is using his hand. He is reputed to be pro-Lrague aiul anti-Con- 
gress. He was responsible, according to reliable rejM»rts, for the 
Simla breakdown. However, in spite of what he may do, the 
coalition that has been made by me is not going to be dis- 
turbed and the League Ministry will not last long. If the Ciovernor 
had kept neutral, we would have been able to form a good and 
stable ministry. 

It would indeed be delightful if the affairs in Tamil Nad are 
settled satisfactorily when the local Parliamentary Board meets 
there. The Tamil Nad problem has been a constant source of 
trouble and anxiety to me. I am doing my best to be helpful but 
there are elements which seem to b»; irrec(*ncilable and although 
there is apparent calm over the surface. I sense there is a good 
deal of disturbance underground. I am longing for the day when 
this would disappear. 

I have read thrilling reports about Bapu’s tour in the South 
and about his prayer meetings. I do not kii{»w how far it has 
inspired our political workers in Tamil Nad to have a lo«*k within. 

I had been to the Communist headquarters in Bombay on 
my return from Delhi and [Mohan] Kumaramangalam was there. 
His sister evidently was not there. They had a trouble some time 
on account of a planned attack on their headquarters, on the day 
of the procession and firing, by some anti-Communist group. 
They arc trying to trace them. Probably some f rotskyites are 
behind this unfortunate incident. I am glad that they have had 
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no physical injury to any of them. Their press has suffered but 
they have escaped scotfree. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. P. Subbarayan 
Tiruchengodu 
Salem Dist. 

S. India 
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6 February 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received a copy of your letter to Mahatma Gandhi 
dated 25th ult. [Sec enclosure.] You are not doing any service to 
the organisation to which you belong by writing such letters to 
Mahatmaji. You insult his intelligence by doing so. You are a 
secretary of the University Graduates Association and as such you 
must understand your responsibility. Your intolerance of diffe- 
rence of opinion is unpardonable but your advice to Gandhiji is 
nothing but impudence. If you cannot learn anything from his 
life, you must not try to teach him, as you have much to learn 
and if you begin life like this, you will never learn. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. V. Bapraju 
Secretary 

University Graduates Association 
Vizagapatam 


ENCLOSURE 

EXTRACT 

Vizagapatam 
25 January 1946 

Dear Mahatmaji, 

We have just read in the Hindu of the 24th instant your speech at 
the prayer meeting at the Hindi Prachar Sabha. We were surprised at your 
reference to Sri Rajagopalachari, on such an occasion as that, particularly in 
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view of the present context of politics in Madras province where Sri 
gopaladiari is trying to use everybody, including yourself, on every occasion to 
advance his claims to leadership which he forfeited by his reactionary con- 
duct while a premier and his anti-Congress actions since 1942 till recently. 
Even today his position is that the Muslim League demand of Pakistan should 
be conceded because the League won all the seats in the Central Assembly and 
secondly the British are willing to part with powers but tliat we are not 
agreed between ourselves. He enuaoated these proportions in two public meet- 
ings after Janab Asaf Ali’s visit. These propositions are in direct ronHict with 
die spirit and substance of the recent resolution of the AICC and the 
Working Committee reaffirming the “Qiiit India" resolution. 

V. Bapraju 
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6 February 1946 

Dear Mr. Kamaraj, • 

I have received your letter of the 29th ult. today on account 
of my being absent from headquarters. You should have accepted 
my decision re: Ranipet without question. Confusion has lieen 
created by your persistence in trying to give an impression that 
there is an appeal pending in this matter. Sjt. Obeidullah has 
come here to press this matter in the hope that the r|ue.stion can 
be reopened. All this confusion has been created by your creat- 
ing an impression that such decisions can be rex-oked. 

Sjt, Velayudapani’s nomination having been sanctioned by 
the Central Board, his opponent should not have been allowed 
to file his nomination. Such a procedure is likely to create con- 
fusion and difficulties, besides raising unnecessary hopes amongst 
interested people. 

I am surprised that you still seem to disregard my instruc 
tions. You say that you had consulted Rajaji both before and 
after the meeting, when this question was considered. I h^ve 
asked you to carry out your undertaking with me that Rajaji 
is to be treated as a member in all respects except his being a 
formal member of the Board. Consultation before or after has 
no meaning. He has to hear the arguments and the discussions 
in the committee and must have an opportunity to influence the 
members of the committee by his own presence as well as by his 
persuasive ability. You cannot treat him as an untouchable and 
not allow him to sit near you. At any rate, this is not the 
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spirit in which the settlement was to be executed. If you will 
not carry out the terms of the agreement, I will have to take 
strong measures in order to see that it is fully enforced. All 
these difficulties have been created in this case because of your 
not having invited Rajaji for the meeting. 

I am awaiting your proposals for the provincial nominations 
and you should send them quickly. Give me your reply by wire 
as to when I should expect your nominations. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. K. Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 

PS. 

You must have received my message through the API in 
response to your enquiry about Sjt. Velayudapani, which is 
quoted below: 

PLEASE INFORM K/\MARAJ NADAR AND DIIAKTAVATSALAM THAT PONNU- 
SWAMY SHOULD BE ASKED TO WITHDRAW HIS NOMINATION IMMEDIATELY. 
THE CENTRAL BOARD's DECISION SANCTIONING VELAYUDAPANI STANDS. 

and action must have been taken accordingly. 
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6 February 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

I returned last night from Karachi where I was busy and 
hence I could not write to you. I am enclosing herewith copy 
of a letter dated 29th ult. from Sjt Kamaraj and my reply of 
today’s date. 

Bapu has left Madras. I do not know what impression he 
has created there, but it seems w4iatevcr spiritual atmosphere 
he may have created, the political atmosphere appears to be as 
disturbed and dirty as ever. I should like to know your impres- 
sions about it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Madras 
12 February 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I got your letter of 6 February and enclosures as well as 
that of 9 February. I am very grateful. 

K.amaraj came to me on lOlh inst. and asked me to attend 
the Election Board meeting on Monday the llih. At the meet- 
ing he came and said he was upset by Gandhiji’s statement and 
adjourned the meeting to today (12th). Today he did not come 
but sent a statement and an authorisation for .Mrs. Lakslimi- 
pathy to preside and carry on. You will have, seen his Tress 
statement and judged the source of inspiration. His colleagues 
are carrying on as a party all right though he has kept out. 
We went through the selections for the Council of State (a) Mad- 
ras Upper Chamber (b) today altogether seven seats. 'I’he selec- 
tions were discussed and recommendations will be sent up tomo- 
rrow to you. The nomination for the Council of State by-election 
has to be filed on 21st inst. and the nominations for the Madras 
Upper Chamber will have to be filed before 22tul inst. So these 
were taken up first. The assembly selections will come up after 
these arc over. 

They want to keep out Dr. Rajan who has applied ft>r a 
scat in tlie Madras Upper Chamber fur Trichauapally district. 
The matter will he f^urther discussed tomorrow. I am afraid 
they will persist in rejecting him. 

It is very bad what Kamaraj has done. He is badly advised 
by desperate people. 

Yours sincerely, 
C. Rajagopalachari 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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8 February 1946 


President , 

Congress 

Madras 

CENTRAL BOARD CANNOT MEET TILL PROPOSAL RECEIVES. INEXCUS- 
ABLE DELAY ON YOUR PART HOLDS UP WORK. EXPEDITE COMMI- 
TTEE MEETING. SEND PROPOSALS IMMEDIATELY. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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‘ 9 February 1946 

My Dear Rajaji, 

I have your letter of the 7th inst. and I am glad that Bapu’s 
presence, in spite of his silence, has created a healthy atmos- 
phere. I have tried my best to improve the situation but I have 
an apprehension that below the calm surface there is still a good 
deal of trouble, as there are some very irreconcilable elements 
who are continuously trying to disturb from below. 

I did not know that [J.B.] Kripalani was in the South. He 
has been dissatisfied with many things since Simla and is not in 
touch with me since a long time. He also feels that I am not 
helpful in his difficulties, which are of a different nature. He is 
not pulling on well with the President [Jawaharlal Nehru] nor 
is he at home with the UP Congress bosses. In the Working 
Committee, he has a feeling that he has no confidence of his old 
colleagues. Most of his grievances are imaginary. His attitude 
towards you is well known but I hope he will not be indiscreet 
there. 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Rajagopalachari 
Madras 
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Madras 

^ 12 February 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

ON ACCOUNT GANDHIJI S REFERENCE TAMILNAD CONGRESS IN HIS 
ARTICLE [Gandhi’s article entitled “Curious” is reproduced in the 
enclosure] on rajaji i have resigned membership parua- 

MENTARY BOARD* BOARD CONTINUES CONSIDERING APPLICATIONS 
RAJAJI ATTENDING. WILL TRANSMIT RECOMMENDATIONS FOURTEENTH. 
REPUES YOUR LETTERS REGARDING MASIIAMANI PILLAI AND RAIPET 
FOLLOW. 

• KAMARAJ 


ENCLOSURE 
CURIOUS 
By Af. A. GanM 

On my return journey from Palni some one gave me at one of the 
halts a letter reviling Shri Rajaji and Shri Gopalaswami and informing me that 
they would not allow any one against them to come near me. Now 1 know 
to the contrary. No one who wanted to say anything worthwhile could be 
prevented from seeing me or writing to me. The delivery of the very letter 
disproves the allegation. Shri Kamaraj Nadar was with me on the same spe- 
cial. He was with me in the temple on the Palni Hill. But there is no 
doubt that both Rajaji and Gopalaswami were closest to me during the 
journey. They had arranged it. Rajaji is one of my oldest friends and 
was known to be the best exponent in word and deed of all I stand for. 
That in 1942 he differed from me I know. All honour for the boldness with 
which he publicly avowed the difference. He is a great social reformer, 
never afraid to act according to his belief. His political wisdom and integrity 
are beyond question. I was, therefore, pained to find a clique against him. 
It is a clique that evidently counts in the official Congress in Madras. But 
the masses are devoted to Rajaji. I am neither vain nor foolish enough to feel 
that I could have had the huge public demonstrations all along the route of 
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the pilgrimage if he had no influence with the masses in Tamil Nad. Con* 
gressmen in the South will act as they think best. But I would be less than 
loyal to the organisation if 1 did not warn them against losing the valuable 
services which no one can shoulder as Rajaji can at the present moment. 

£n route to Wardha, 5-2-1946 

The foregoing was written before Bezwada was reached at 5-30 in the 
morning. At Bezwada a note in Hindtistani from Shri A. Subrahmanyam was 
delivered, the gist of which is given below: 

‘ 'There is a belief spread in Andhradesh that you have come to Madras 
with a view to make Rajaji Premier. Several Congressmen have been 
carrying on such propaganda. Taking up the theme, some Telugu news- 
papers have been writing even against Hindustani. Please give your 
opinion on this.” 

I felt bound, therefore, to give my reply. I said that my journey was 
purely for the purpose of celebrating the silver jubilee of the Dakshin Bharat 
Hindi Prachar Sabha — now Hindustani Prachar Sabha — and incidentally for 
Madura and Palni temples. The visit was conceived soon after my prema- 
ture discharge [from prison] and before the Congress resumption of parlia- 
mentary work was even conceived. My visit has nothing to do with Rajaji 
being the Premier. My life had no secrecy about it. If I wanted to give an 
opinion, I was in the habit of giving it openly. But I had rejected the ad- 
vances of friends to guide them for I was not interested in elections and offi- 
ces. But since 1 was challenged 1 had no hesitation in saying that Rajaji was 
by far the best man for the purpose in the Soutliem Presidency and if 1 had 
the disposal in my hands 1 would call Rajaji to office, if 1 did not give it 
to myself. But the disposal was with the Provincial Congress Committee and 
finally with the Working Committee. My opinion was only that of an indi- 
vidual, to be taken for what it was worth. 

After Bezwada 

En route to Wardha, 5-2-1946 
Harijan, Sunday, February 10, 1946 
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Dear Mr. Katnaraj, 


1 \v2we 70UT vrat of 

membership of the Parliameatary Board on account of GandlujVt 
saticle referring’ to the Nad Congress. It has su/pmed 

me nor do I get any cleur i(xa as to why you have resigned (tom 
the Parliamcntai^ Board. You are the head of the Provincial 
Ck>ngFess Committee and your protest by way of resignation from 
the Parliamentary Board against Gandhiji’s statement is more 
than I can understand. However, as you have not waited even 
for consulting me or taking my advice, I can say nothing more 
than that this is not the proper way of discharging one’s res- 
ponsibility. I expected you here with your proposals this week 
but got your telegraphic resignation instead for something which 
Gandhiji has written. I do not know whether Gandhiji’s article 
refers to your conduct as a member of the Parliamentary Board. 
Perhaps you know more of Gandhiji’s mind and so you have taken 
this step. This will certainly lead to more public controversy and 
will not help the province just on the eve of elections. 


Sjt. Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 

G. G. to Rajaji 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Madras 
17 February 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

YOUR LETTER DATED THIRTEENTH. NEVER PROPOSED SHIRKING 
RESPONSIBILITY. STATEMENT CLEARLY STATED MY ACCEPTANCE 
CARRYINO OUT NECESSARY WORK. SHALL MEET YOU AFTER SELEC- 
TIONS ARE OVER. 


S. c.-n-i4 


KAMARAJ 
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Madras 
14 February 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

The work of selections for recommendation to the Central 
Board is going on from Monday. fThe provincial board is sit- 
ting continuously from day to day. | The Delhi Council of State 
vacancy has been considered and Mrs. Subbarayan has been 
selected. The nomination has to be filed on the 21st. All Mad- 
ras second chamber constituencies have been selected for. I 
agreed to these selections except in the case of Trichinopoly for 
which I recommend Dr. T.S.S. Rajan. The board were against 
him 4 against 3 in support. When I challenged why they objec- 
ted to such a person and whether it was only because he was 
my friend, they gave a reason which is false and unfit to be put 
on paper. They suggested that they had heard of private immo- 
rality. 1 know this is as false and baseless as it is silly and I told 
them so and informed them 1 would protest against the selection 
and recommend Dr. Rajan. We are proceeding with Madras 
Assembly constituencies. Three districts have been finished so 
far. For Tinncvelly and Tenkasi Rural I have accepted T.S. 
Ghokkalingam Pillai. But I should bring to your notice that 
he has been writing violently in his Tamil paper Dinasari attack- 
ing the Central Parliamentary Board for overriding Kamaraj 
Nadar. He is doing this in very immoderate language and it 
may be deemed an offence against discipline because one who 
continuously agitates against the decisions made on behalf of the 
Central Board is hardly a good candidate. 

I considered, however, that no one should be prejudiced 
by what has been said or done in the heat of the present contro- 
versy. I felt also I would be guilty of partisanship if I used 
my influence and objected to any one on the the ground merely 
of his being opposed to me if he is otherwise satisfactory and is 
a sitting member. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. Rajagopalachari 
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60 Bazulullah Road 
Tliyagarayanagar 
Madras 
15 February 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

We sat today and completed all the constituencies. Very 
probably Mr. Bhaktavatsalani will take the complete list to you 
personally as the list is too long for telegraphing. He may per- 
haps try to go by air. 

I have already intimated to you my request that the Imard’s 
majority decision in favour of K. Vasudevau for the Trichy 
constituency in the Upper Chamber may be changed to Dr. 
Rajan. In the Legislative Assembly, the board by majority have 
decided against Mr. V. Nadimuthu Pillai being* selected for Tanjore 
Rural and have adopted the name of one ryagar.ijasholigar. 1 
strongly object to this and request you to restore the sitting 
member, Mr. Nadimuthu. He is a man of considerable |x>sition 
in the whole district and has been the District Board president 
which office he holds even now. He lost considerable property in 
Cochin-China during this war. Still he is one of the most 
influential men in Tanjore district. He has successfully resisted 
the Justice Party in Tanjore district. He was with us in prison 
in 1940-41. That a man of his position and habits should have 
served one full year in prison along with us shows his attachment 
to the Congress. He was a member of the Provincial Congress 
Working Committee and Treasurer. He is very keen and I press 
his case strongly. The man now put is quite an unimportant 
person. I may state that this opposition to Nadimuthu Pillai is a 
result only of recent disputes. He is supposed to be my friend. 

I wrote to you yesterday that over four s'ats in North Arcot 
district there was a difference of opinion and the committee was 
divided by 4 against 3. The matter was reopened at my instance 
today so that we might arrive at an agreed settlement. Mrs. 
Lakshmipathi, who presided, insisted that the matter should not 
be reopened and she would rule it out. But all the members of 
the board excepting her were unanimous and came to an agreed 
settlement. These seats have also been therefore settled. 
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I have therefore to see you only about two cases. Dr. Rajan 
and Mr. Nadimuthu Pillai. I believe you can decide these cases 
on what I have stated and your own knowledge of affairs here. 
If you desire my presence 1 shall go there by air. For the city 
of Madras, General seats (four), we have suggested four names, one 
of which is Mr. Prakasam. This recommendation of the board 
is unanimous. It may be remen^red that we have given an 
Indian Christian Madras seat to f)r. Ramachandra Rao who is 
an Andhra. Mr. Varadachari is poetically an Andhra. We have 
given the Madras Council seat to Dr. Rama Rao who is of 
Karnatak. The other seat in the Council for Madras city is 
already held by an Andhra, Mr. K. Vankataswamy Naidu. In 
these circumstances we have recommended Mr. K. Bhashyam for 
the seat held formerly by Mr. Gadde Rangiah Naidu in the city. 
I hof>e this arrangement will be ratified by you. It is absolutely 
necessary that Mr. Sivagnana Gramani’s nomination for North 
Madras should be ratified. 

There has beeh no joint board duly formed. There is no 
procedure for counting of votes in the joint consultations. Mr. 
Kamaraj’s resignation has intervened and there was little time. 
Hence all questions about overlapping constituencies had better 
be decided by you. I understand that Sami Venkatachalam 
Chetty has a reasonable chance in the Indian Chamber of Com- 
merce constituency if the Congress put him up. No other 
Congress candidate is likely to have much of a chance. 

I have given way in a large number of cases for the sake 
of peace and co-operation reserving tlie question of these two 
essentially important cases. I have given them notice that I was 
going to ask you to uphold my recommendation in these cases. 
Dr. Rajan and Mr. Nadimuthu Pillai were supported by three 
as against four members of the board. The majority decision 
is perverse and not based on the merits. On the merits Dr. 
Rajan and Mr. Nadimuthu Pillai should be clearly preferred to 
the respective candidates pitched against them. 

Yours sincerely, 

C. Rajagopalachari 
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Madras 
14 February 1946 

% 

( 1 ) Bhaktavatsalam 
Madras 

(2) Rajagopalachari 
Madras 

RADHABAI SUBBARAYAN’S NOMINATION COVNCIL STATK UYEI.I.CTION 
APPROVED. ALSO NOMINATION UPPER CHAMBER MADRAS DR RAMARAO; 
COIMBATORE RAMAKRISHNA NAIDU; TANJORE MARIAITHUMA DESIKAR ; 
RAMNAD JAY ARAM REDDY; MADURA RAMACllANDRA REDDl APPROVED. 
INFORM ALL CONCERNED TRICIIY CONSTITUENCY UNDER CON- 
SIDERATION. 

• VALI ABlIUnAI 
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Madras 
14 February 1946 

Sardar Vullabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

COUNCIL OF STATE BYELECTION NO.MINATION 2lsr. FOR INDIAN 
CHRISTIAN SEAT ELECTION UPPER CHAMBER PARLIAMENTARY CO- 
MMITTEE RECOMMENDS ROCHE VICTORIA. RAJAJI ACREKS NOMINATION 
22 nd. PLEASE WIRE APPROVAL 

BHAKTAVATSALAM 
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Bombay 
15 February 1946 

f 

(1) Bhaktavatsalam 
Madras 

(2) Rajagopalachari 
Madras 

ROCHE victoria’s NOMINATION CHRISTIAN SEAT UPPER CHAMBER 
APPROVED 

VALLABHBHAI 
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* 15 February 1946 

Dear Mr. Kamaraj, 

I am in receipt of your letter of the 13th inst. I shall aw<v 
it your report regarding the complaitjt from Sjt. Manikkam about 
the Harijan election in Ranipet. 

Your report that there arc other applicants for the Indian 
Christian scats in the Legislative Assembly is noted and I shall 
await reports of the Parliamentary Board. 

As Sjt. Masilamani Pillai is insisting that your report regarding 
his being affected by leprosy is maliciously false and as he insists 
on an enquiry, it is better to have an independent enquiry before 
any further action is taken in the matter. I shall therefore await 
receipt of the statement which you propose to send in this con- 
nection. I appreciate the difficulty of gathering evidence on such 
a delicate matter but as the gentleman concerned persists that the 
charge is false, it becomes our duty to deal with the matter 
publicly, for which the responsibility is his and not ours. Evi- 
dently he is angry with you and therefore he has not seen you 
intentionally. It is possible that if I see him, I may be of the 
same opinion as you and therefore I have declined to believe 
his statement that your report is false. You need not be under 
a wrong impression that I have any doubt in my mind about 
the accuracy of your statement. In a matter of this character, 
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however, if the person concerned insists on sii enejuir^*, it would 
be impossible to avoid it. 

About Sjt. Ponnuswanii's withdrawal, there seems to be no 
alternative now but to ask him to withdraw at the time of the 
general election, as the panel election is over. All tliis muddle 
has taken place because the proposals were received very late 
for sanction. I had imn^diately communicated my decision 
by telegram. 

■ 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhhhai Patel 

Sjt. K. Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 
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Women’s Indian Ass{*fiation 
, Sylvan lanlge 

I.iiZ, Mylaporc 
.Madras 
12 February l‘H(> 

Dear Sardar, 

The above Association at a uiectinfl ye»'»Tday the llth 
inst. passed the followinff rcsohidoji; 

“This meeting of women urges on tin* (itiiigress Parlia- 
mentary Board to nominate women as candidates to contest 
the general seats in the legislatures.’’ 

We arc forwarding it to you for y«>nr <avoural)le action. Our 
grounds for complaint arc twofold, ihe All India omens (.on- 
fercnce stands for equality between men and women (in rights 
as well as duties) so there is no need for separate scats for women. 
Secondly, if there must be separate scats, they are tiol enough 
in number. 

I hope you are well atid will jray a \'i.>it to I amil Nad one 
of these days. Please remember me to Maniben. 

Yours sincerely, 
Sita Devi 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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16 February 1946 


Dear Sister, 

I have received your letter of the 12th inst. Unfortunately 
your letter was too late, as it haslheen received when almost 
all the proposals from the various nrovinces have been disposed 
of by the Central Board. The Central Board would have been 
glad to give effect to it as far as possible if it had been received 
earlier. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Smt. Sita Devi, Bar-at-Law 
Women’s Indian Association 
Madras 
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Lahore 
15 February 1946 

Dear and respected Sardarj!, 

1 ttin returning to Lahore from iv eUort \r\slt to Madras where 
I had the privilege of spending half an hour with Rajaji. I 
was glad to find that there was a strong Congress sentiment 
ainon£:st Christians and I am confident that some at least of the 
Christian candidates on the Congress ticket will be elected. I 
wish all the Christian seats could go to the Congress. 

From the Madras city scat I found that Mr. D.S. Rama* 
chandra Rao, the veteran Nationalist (Congress) Christian, was 
the most desired candidate. Rajaji told me that he will be selec- 
ted, unless he (Rajaji) is overruled. I am also taking the liber- 
ty of writing to you to request you kindly to give him your sup- 
port. Tlicre may be a tough fight with the non-Congress ticket. 
Normally we would desire that the claims of any candidate 
put forward by the local Indian Christian Association should 
be considered by the Congress. I am sorry to say, however, 
that the Madras ICA, to our great disappointment, is anti-Con- 
gress. Under the circumstances Mr. Ramachandra Rao, who 
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has been President of the AU-India Conference of Indian Christi- 
ans, is the most suitable person to represent Indian Christians 
in the L^;islature. Our future must be with the Congress. 

Hoping that this matter will receive your earnest attention, 

I am, 

Yours respectfully, 
B. L. Ralliu Ram 
Hon. General Secretary 
All| India Council of Indian Christians 
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21 February 1946 

Dear Mr. Rallia Ram, 

I have received your letter of the ir)lli inst. You will be 
glad to learn that Dr. Ramachandra Rao has !)eeii selected as a 
Congress candidate for the hladras Lepislatiye .Assembly, llierc 
is no doubt that national consciousness is rapitlly growing in the 
Indian Christian community and it will not be long befoic they all 
come into the Congress fold. Ihc future ol the Indian Christian 
community lies with the Congress. In the meanwhile, it there 
is anything that I can do for them you can always write to me 
without any hesitation. 

A'ours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt B.L. Rallia Ram 
Lahore 
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M.-rdras 
17 February 1946 


Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

DOCTORS STRONGLY ADVISE AGAINST UNDERTAKING JOURNEY. BAD 
TYPE COUGH. PRAY CONSIDER AND TELL YOUR BOARD MY BEHALF 
1 URGE MOST EARNESTLY SELECTION RAJAN AND NADIMUTIIU 
PILLAI. OPPOSITION ONLY INTENDED AS PUBLIC SCORE AGAINST ME. 
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I HAVE SHOWN MAXIMUM TOLERATION ALLOWED WELL OVER 
FIFTY PERCENT ALL THEIR NOMINATIONS THESE TWO CASES ROCK- 
BOTTOM. REGARDING MADURA IF SUBSTITUTED BY L KRISHNASWAMI 
YOU MAY DROP VAIDYANATHIER BUT OTHER NAMES MOST OBJEC- 
TIONABLE. IF MY SUGGESTIONS ACCEPTED HOPE RECONSTRUCT UNITY 
PROVINCE AND GOOD ATMOSPHERE. 

RAJAGOPALACHARI 
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Madras 
19 February 1946 

Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

UNDERSTAND SUBBARAMAN HAS ASKED YOU DROP HIS NAME. IF 
THIS TRUE I SUGGEST MRS AMRITARAMA SUBRAMANIAM LADY WITH 
UNIVERSITY QUALIFICATION WIFE OF LEADING DOCTOR FOR MADURA 
CITY. FOR MADURA RURAL IF KRISIINASAMI NOT ACCEPTED FOR 
ANY REASON I SUGGEST RAMASWAMI AMBALAM OF KAVANUR MELUR 
TALUKA LOCAL KALI AR COMMUNITY LEADER SUBSTANTIAL MAN. 

RAJAGOPALACHARI 
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22 February 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

All your letters and telegrams were received duly. Also 
I had a telephone conversation with you. You thought that I 
was the sole authority in this matter but it was not so. We were 
three altogether and I was one of them. None of the remaining 
four attended. I tried my level best to give effect to your 
suggestions. In some I have not succeeded but in most I got 
through, in spite of opposition. The lady member of your board 
was fanatically opposed to most of your proposals. I have 
talked to her after the selections were over and I hope she will 
change her attitude to some extent. What grieves me more is 
the shocking news just received when I am dictating this letter 
that you have published a letter addressed to Gandhiji in which 
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you aA his permission to withdraw from the scene altogether. 
This is what I was afraid of all the while. You do not realise 
how unfair and unjust you are to others, .\fter all this trouble, 
you want now to let us down! How can anybody supiwrt you 
if you were to act like this? You do not even consult us. but 
that has always been your way of life. I cannot understand you. 
I have not seen that letter yet, but I can guess. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

SJt. C. Rajagopalachari 
Madras 


249 


Madras 
21 February 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, • 

Kindly forgive me for the step I have taken. 

Here is a copy of a letter I have sent Bapii. 

V'ouis sineernly, 
C. Rajagopalachari 


ENCLOSURE 


Mac] rail 
2 \ It binary I! Mb 

My dear Bapu, 

What you said about nir publicly has, like Ihr chiirniiu' of thr orran, 
brought up all the poison and yon have swallow ii like Rudra! I kn»»w 
you can. But it has made my old longing lor |M*are uui si rung lo resisl. I 
haven*! the strength to stand it any longer. I bore nujfh all these days. I 
struggled hard to work withmit minding the (ahininiators hut I givr it iif> 
now. I have often asked myself the que.stion, is it worthwhile? I feel it is 
not. I must yield to the longing of my heart not to he misiiridr'rsto(»d. V\hy 
should 1 be thought to be seeking ‘power’ when it i.s not th<‘ c asf at all ? 1 
must prove it, although the proof is one that leaves no gn<xi behind hut the 
mere proof. 

Now that the urgent job of selections for the legislature is all over, let 

me leave the scene. 
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SAK0AR PATEL’S GOEKESPOMDENCX 


For my place (the University seat) there is Sambamurti available. He has 
not been given any seat nor did he apply. The pontion he has occupied in 
Andhra’s public life for over a quarter of a century, the unrivalled manner in 
which he fulfilled his duties as Speaker and his drive and energy are well known 
and it would be wrong to leave him out. He can easily take my place in 
the nomination for the University. 

I beg of you to approve of my action and pass it on at once to Sardar so 
that he may do the needful. Nominations mus^be officially filed before 1 March. 

Love, 
C. R. 

PS. 

I slept over this last night and am posting it this morning. 

C. R. 
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24 February 1946 

My dear Rajaji, 

Your letter of the 2 1st inst. enclosing a copy of your letter 
to Bapu has been received. I have already written to you about 
my reaction to your proposal. 

You have also left everybody in suspense and it is difficult 
to decide what should be done, as there is very little time. Your 
proposal about Sambamurthi is surprising. If you withdraw, 
you have no voice in suggesting a substitute. The proposal must 
come from the province and your suggesting a name to us or to 
Bapu is hardly fair. Bapu can do nothing in this matter. We 
cannot make any direct selections and even if such a proposal 
comes from the province, the Central Board may find it difficult 
to accept it. He has himself made a public statement that he 
docs not desire to stand. I cannot therefore understand why 
you have made that suggestion. 


Sjt. C. Rajagopalachari 
Madras 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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. Madras 

M 23 February 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel I 
Bombay * 

left urgently, unable meet you consequent BOMBAY TRANSPORT 

ETC SITUATION. ARRIVED JUST NOW. ENROUTE READ NEWSPAPER 

REPORT RAJAJI WITHDRAWAL. LATER ARRIVING MADRAS FURTHER 

NEWSPAPER REPORT VAIDYANATHIER WIRING YOU. SIIAI.I. CARRY 
ON WORK AND [cnsurc] CONGRESS COMPLETE SUCCESS. INSTRUCT 
HOW FILL SEATS LIKE VAIDYANATHIER IK ARISING. SHORT TIME 
PRECLUDES FORMAL PROCEDURE. SHALL WIRE ANY DEVELOPMENTS. 

* KAMARAJ 


2.')2 

TEI.RGRAM 

25 February 1916 

Kamaraj 

Madras 

YOUR WIRE. IN CASE RAJAJI AND VAIDYANATHIER HAVE WITHDRAWN 
WIRE YOUR PROPOSALS SUBSTITUTES. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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Bombay 
27 February 1946 


C. Rajagopalachari 
Madras 

ACCEPT YOUR PROPOSAL WITHDRAWING FROM UNIVERSITY CONSTI' 
TUENCY WITH REGRET. 


VALLABHBHAI 
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White’s Garden 
Royapettah 
Madras 
23 February 1946 

My dear Sardarji, 

When I met you in Bombay 1 1 had not the idea that my 
application will meet with the fate it has, but even if I had a 
hint I can assure you I had no intention of saying anything about 
it, as I had left my fate entirely in your hands. ... As you have 
known me all these years, I felt of all you would fight [my] 
battle whatever may be the views of other members. I feel that 
you did fight it, but failed. The candidate who has been put 
up comes from outside, but I am sure whatever your decision, the 
constituency will be loyal to the Congress. I sent you the telegram 
yesterday consulting Rajaji as I did not want him to interfere 
after his letter to Bapu, and I felt I must fight my own battle. . . . 

With pranams. 

Yours affectionately, 
P. Subbarayan 
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26 February 1946 

My dear Or. Subbarayan, 

I had your letter of the 23rd inst., as also your telegram was 
received. Your proposal was strongly opposed by my colleagues 
on the Board as well as by the representative of the provincial 
board. I regret to say that I find myself helpless. Rajaji’s tele- 
gram had nothing to do with the rejection of your proposal. 
Unfortunately, I now find that Rajaji also withdraws himself. 
I am sorry for what has happened, but let us hope that this un- 
fortunate chapter will soon end and Tamil Nad after some time 
will again recover itself and work in unity and in a peaceful at- 
mosphere. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr- P. Subbarayan 
Madras 
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27 February 1946 


Dear Mr. Kamaraj, 

I am sending you herewith copy of a resolution which I 
have received from K. Pandian, secretary, Usilampatti Town 
Congress Committee. The rl?solution speaks for itself. I would 
advise you in your own inteicst and in the interest of the pro- 
vince to stop this kind of propaganda wliich will not do any good 
to anybody. Gandhiji is too big to be affected by such things, 
but it will reflect very badly on our organisation. However, 1 will 
leave it to you to do what you like. This is my advice. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 


ENCLOSURE 

THE USILAMPATFI TOWN CONGRESS COMMI ITEK, USILAMPAITI 
To 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

The following resolution was carried out at the mreiiiig ol* the exe- 
cutive committee of the above Congress roinmitlec presided over by Mr. 
R. Ramachandra Rao. 

This meeting strongly condemns the article by Gandhiji which appeared 
on 10-2-46 in Harijan regarding Congress aH'airs in 'rainil Nad, and de- 
mands the immediate withdrawal of the article in whole. 

For Town Congress Coinniitler 
K. Pandian 
.Secretary 

18-2-1946 
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4 March 1946 


Dear Mr. Bhaktavatsalam, 

I have received your letter of the 1st inst. along with the 
Press cutting (See enclosure.). As Sjt. Roche Victoria stands on 
the Congress ticket, he should not have issued a separate mani* 
festo. The Congress manifesto gives enough scope to him to work 
for the interests of his community, but the Congress is equally 
interested in the welfare of his community as himself and to 
claim votes on communal lines is against the declared policy of 
the Congress. He should have relied on the Congress manifesto 
for securing votes from his community. You may take exception 
to this and inform him that this is not the Congress way of 
fighting elections. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. M. Bhaktavatsalam 
Secretary, 

Tamil Nad Congress Committee 
Madras 


ENCLOSURE 

EXTRACT 

Although I am nominated by the Congress, my first and foremost duty 
is to safeguard and promote the interests of the Indian Christian community. 

• • • • 

1 hereby assure the voters that if at any time the interests of our com- 
munity clash with the pK>1icy of the Congress, I shall always stand by our 
community. 

I therefore request your votes that I may be returned to the Legislative 
Council. 

J.L.P. Roche-Victoria 

The Hindu, Madras, 1 March 1916 
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EXTRACT FROM A LETFER OF MRS. RADHABAI SUBB.AR.\VAN 
DATED 7 M.\RGH 1946 TO SARDAR I’ATKl. 

\ Tiruchutiginiu 

Xhc silence of the provincial Congress leaders 'about my 
candidature has given rise to many rumours and there is now an 
impression that certain promiilbnt C^ongress [xirsonalitits arc anxious 
that I should suffer a defeat to prove that Rajaji’s friends have 
no support in the Press. 

I am writing to you frankly as I really do not know what 
to do. 


2.'j9 


12 March 1 940 

My dear Mrs. Subbarayan, 

I have received your letter of the 7lh inst. Immediately after 
receiving your letter, a telegram was sent to the president of the 
Tamil Nad Congress Committee asking him to take necesjiary 
steps in the matter. I have again sent another telegram and 
written to him also. 

I appreciate your difHculties in the adverse eireuinstances 
in which you arc asked to fight your election but I will do my 
best from here to help you. Once your selection is made, it would 
be criminal for those in charge of the organisation t«) be passive 
or to do anything which would contribute to your failure. 1 do 
not know the date of your election, but 1 have asked Sjt Kamaraj 
to let me have the date and also to take all possible steps to 
secure success for the Congress in this by-election. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Mrs. Radhabai Subbarayan 
White’s Garden 
Royapettah 
Madras 


S.C..II.15 
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12 March 1946 


Dear Mr. Kamaraj, 

Mrs. Radhabai Subbarayan’s nomination for by-election to 
the Council of State was sanctioned ofl the recommendation of your 
provincial board. Nothing appears to have been done by the 
provincial board since then, except asking Mrs. Subbarayan to 
file her nomination. Why has her nomination not been announced 
as yet? In this connection I have to invite your attention to 
the telegram that was sent to you [to] which also I have received 
no reply. I should like to know when is the date fixed for this 
by-election. Everything possible should be done to see that the 
Congress does not suffer a defeat here. Please write to me what 
is being done in this case by the provincial organisation to see 
that the Congress dqes not suffer a defeat. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Kamaraj Nadar 
Madras 
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TELEGRAM 


Madras 
15 April 1946 

Sardar Patel 
Birla House 
New Delhi 

MYSELF POLLED 2427 OPPONENT 133. GLAD CONGRESS WON BY- 
ELECTION COUNCIL OF STATE. 

RADHABAI 
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telegram 


17 April 1946 


Mrs. Subbarayan 
Care Congress 
Madras 

YOUR TELEGRAM. CONGRATULATIONS SPLENDID SUCCESS. 

VAI.I.ABIIBHM 
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New Delhi 
14 April 1946 

Dear Friend, * 

Your letter dated 26 March addressed to Mahatma Gandhi 
(See enclosure) has been forwarded to me for disposal, ^'ou 
arc making serious allegations against .Siiri Vcnkatachalam Pillai 
who was selected in preference to you as a candidate for the 
Madras Assembly by the Central Board but you have rnarkeil 
your complaint as confidential. As a Congressman, it is impro- 
per for you to make complaints of such a nature coulidcnlially. 
No enquiry can be made of coniidential complaints. You must 
be prepared to substantiate the charges that you propose to make 
against another Congressman. Unless you are prepared to take 
responsibility for your complaint, no action can be taken. You 
must remember that you are trying to take away the character 
of a man and if the allegations that you arc making arc found 
to be false, you would be liable to be expelled from the Congress. 
If you will make open charges against Shri Pillai, wc will make 
proper enquiries. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri Ganpathi Reddiar 

Perambur 

Trichy district 
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ENCLOSURE 

EXTRACT FROM A LETTER OF SHRI GANPATHI REDDIAR, 
DATED 26 MARCH 1946 TO MAHATMA GANDHI 

I beg to introduce myself to you that I was one of the applicants to the 
Tamil Nad Congress Committee as a canf}idate for the Madras Legislative 
Assembly election for Ariyalur division, Trichy district. Myself together with 
another applicant met the TNCC represemtatives when they came down to 
Trichinopoly to select a suitable candidate for representing the Congress. 
It is regrettable that they decided to select Mr. B. Venkatachalam Filial 
wholly with a one-sided view and did not at all lend ears to our repre- 
sentations. It is high time to inform you that this Venkatachalam Filial is 
the same traitor who was arrested during the 1942 disturbances but evaded 
the prison bars with the help of the then ICS Collector, Mr. S. K. Chettur. 
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Malathi 
4 Giri Road 
T’Nagar 
Madras 
21 December 1945 


My dear Chief, 

Your statement on railway retrenchment had a magical 
effect. While most of the Agents agreed with the Railway Board 
that they would defer the matter and if possible get over it by 
many alternative methods suggested by the federation, the S.I. Ry. 
Agent insisted on going on with the retrenchment of about two 
thousand and that would have led to complications immediately. 
Anyway, after your timely intervention he also agreed to fall in 
line and I hope there will be no question of retrenchment till 
31 March and it may be that the question may be dropped 
altogether. The retrenchment of eight thousand referred to [is] 
merely to be taken by the Railway Administration in respect of 
manufacturing war material and as a purely temporary affair. 

We are trying our best to see that we secure all the labour 
seats in Madras province. Hope we will have success in our 
attempt. 
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With heartiest regards 
to normal health. 


and best wishes for 
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your restoration 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 


Yours sincerely, 
V. V. Giri 
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27 December 1945 

My dear Giri, 

I have received your letter of the 21st inst. I am ghul that 
my statement has been helpful and the idea of retrenchment has 
been abandoned for the time being. I trust you will succeed 
in securing all the labour scats in the Provincial .Assembly. In 
Bombay, I am told, our position is not scctirc. In the railway 
labour seats, out of two we might get one, according to the 
report. 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Mr. V.V. Giri, Bar-at-Law 

MLA 

Madras 
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Madras 
21 January 1946 

My dear Chief, 

I hope you know that Mr. V. R. Kalaopa is now in F.ngland 
in connection with the W'ork of an international committee on 
behalf of the All-India Trade Union Congress. 

I am anxious he should be set up as a Congress candidate 
either for a labour seat or for a general scat. His presence in 
the Provincial C.P. Assembly will be an asset to us. 

I am just writing this so that you may have him in view. 
I hope in the C.P. the Parliamentary Board has set him up as 
a candidate. 
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SAXOA& PATEL’S CORRESPONDENCE 


With kindest regards, 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


Yours very sincerely, 
V. V. Giri 


267 , 


30 January 1946 


My dear Giri, 

I have received your letter of the 21st inst. I have accom- 
modated Sjt. Kalappa in the constituency from which he was 
returned last time. There were difficulties as there were other 
claimants who were connected with that constituency and as 
Sjt. Kalappa had not kept in touch with it. However, we have 
given our decision in his favour and it is to be hoped that it 
will give no ground for complaint. 

* Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. V. V. Giri 
Madras 
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12 February 1946 

My dear Giri, 

I have received your letter of the 8th inst. I have not yet 
received the proposals from Andhra. The provincial board meets 
on the 15th, after which date they will send their proposals 
immediately. As soon as they are received, the Central Board 
will proceed to dispose them of. Your objection about the change 
of your constituency will be considered at that time. 

Your personal letter of the same date has also been received. 
That matter will also be looked into at that time. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. V. V. Giri 
21, Gurzon Road 
New Dellii 
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Madras 
21 February 1946 

My dear Chief, 

I see from today’s papm that I have to contest ‘Sarvasidhi’’. 
As I have stated to you, I do not mind so long as it is your 
decision. Before leaving for my constituency, I am trying to 
organize forces to fight Communists who arc standing in the 
labour constituencies. Time permitting I shall also pay flying 
visits if I possibly could. 

I am glad you selected Mr. V. Raghaviah for Ncllorc. I 
would never have inteiA'ened in that matter but for the fact that 
I felt his selection was just and useful. 

With kindest regards, 

•Yours very sincerely, 
V. V. Giri 

PS. 

The committee on ‘Forced Labour’ has been indefinitely 
postponed, presumably on account of protests from States. Tliis 
is for your information. 
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27 February 1946 

My dear Giri, 

I have your letter of the 21st inst. about your change of cons- 
tituenev. Both Dr. Pattabhi and Mr. Prakasam assured me that 
there will be no contest and that you will be returned unopposed 
from this constituency. Therefore, I did not press the matter further. 

About Mr. V. Raghaviah, who was himself present, the com- 
mittee accepted my advice and I am glad he has been selected. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri V. V. Giri 
Madras 

ICkmstiluency in Vwag dUtrict 
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TELEGRAM 


Narasapatnam 
1 March 1946 

Sardar Patel 
Bombay 

UNCONTESTED. VISITING LABOUR CONSTITUENCIES. 

GIRI 
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2 March 1946 


My dear Giri, 

I have received your telegram and I congratulate you for 
your uncontested election. It was expected, as you must have 
seen from my last letter to you. I trust that in the labour con- 
stituencies also, the Congress will win. It seems in your province 
the Communists have established a strong foothold. In this elec- 
tion, it must be demolished and the Congress position vindicated. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. V. V. Giri 
Madras 
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Camp Vizagapattam 
2 March 1946 

My dear Chief, 

I am just now in the Vizagapattam labour constituency where 
a Communist is vehemently opposing our candidate. I hope to 
be here for two days before I visit other constituencies in the 
province. I hope you- received* my yesterday’s wire from my 
constituency. 
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I have wired you today about Mr. D. V. Ramaswami. I 
must have also mentioned a fact that lie is my uncle (my dear 
mother’s first cousin). But 1 need not assure you that in inak* 
ing a representation on his behalf I am only actuated by the 
country’s interest and not of a personal kind. 

The whole board unanimously selected him and Mr. V. J. 
Gupta docs not carry the high reputation which Mr. Rainaswami 
carries with respect to chiuractcr, integrity and sacrifice. Our 
leaders should have suggested to you that Mr. V. J. Gupta should 
have been nominated as an. alternative to Ramaswami as has 
been done in other cases. I am glad Dr. Pattabhi has kindly 
intervened and justly too. 

Anyway, I am sure whatever your decision is will lie accep- 
ted by every one. 

Your justly changing some of the decisions of the local parlia- 
mentary board has rehabilitated Congress prestige \eiy Iiighly. 
Your acts arc appreciated. 

With kind regards, 

Yours very sincerely, 
V. V. Giri 
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4 March 1940 


My dear Giri, 

I have just received your letter of the 2n<l inst. legardmg 
Sit. D. V. Ramaswami. I have made the nece.^saiy i.lte.i.ti„n 
and sent telegrams to Sjt. Prakasam and Sjt. V J tJupla about 
the change. Sjt. Gupta has been asked to withdraw his nomi- 
nation. , , 

Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhhhai Patel 


Sjt. V. V. Giri 
Madras 
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7 March 1946 


My dear Giri, 

I have your letter of the 2nd inst. 

I have heard from Sjt. Gupta tbday that he has withdrawn 
his nomination. The Congress nominee, Sjt. Ramaswami, has 
been elected unopjxised and I am glad that my decision has met 
with general approval there. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. V. V. Giri 
Madras 
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21 March 1946 

My dear Giri, 

I have received your letters of the 17th, 18th and 19th inst. 
There has been some bungling with regard to the selection of 
labour candidates but we have to rely upon provincial advice as 
we have here little knowledge of local conditions. Anyway you 
have to do your best under the circumstances. All over India the 
Communists have lost except the railway constituency of the G.I.P. 
and B.B.&C.I., where our people mismanaged things so much 
that we lost both the seats without contest. Sjt. Khedgikar’s 
nomination was rejected on technical grounds. He is now filing 
an election petition. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. V. V. Giri 
Madras 
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25 March 1946 

My dear Giri, 

I have got your telegram regarding the lalK)ur scat in Madras 
and I congratulate you alF for the result. I trust, this is the 
forerunner regarding elections in Madras Presidency. 

* Yours sincerely, 

Vallabljhhai Patel 

Sjt. V. V. Giri 
Madras 
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* 8 Raja Street 

Madras 
24 December 1945 


Dear Sardar Patel, Maulana Azad, 

From the newspapers I find that the Central Parliamentary 
Board is going to meet at Delhi on l.’)-l*46 and will ctnisider 
selection of candidates for the Madras Legislature also. 


In this connection, I wish to inform you that even the 
electoral rolls arc not yet ready in this province. The revising 
authorities who will have to sit to consider claims and (jlijeetions 
will begin work only on 3-l-’46. In the result, the final list will 
be ready about 20-l-’46. That date also is n«>t yet announced. 
The Government notified that they can only fix the programme 
of elections after the final rolls are available. As applicants will 
have to enter their electoral numbers on the application fiirms 
and make sure of their entry, difficulties will arise in adjudging 
them. But by the time the revising authorities will sit, wc will 
have the decisions ready. Much wind wtis taken out of the sails 
when the Madras Government published^ that they would not 
disqualify detenus for want of “residence. . -n 

In these circumstances wc called for applications. Wc wiH 
begin considering them as from 5-1- 46. ur com^ ' 
decided to visit each district before fixing up names. So we w 
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SARDAR PAT£L*S CORRESPONDENCE 


be unable to send up the names before 15-1 -’46. However, we 
will try to send one batch by then. As for the rest you will have 
to wait till the last week of January or the end of January. 

I request you to let me know the latest date by which you 
would expect our trial list. 

Thanking you. 

Yours sincerely, 

* T. Prakasam 
[President, Andhra Pradesh Congress 

• Committee] 
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27 December 1945 

My dear Prakasam, 

I have received your letter of the 24th inst. There are many 
provinces in which applications have been invited before the end 
of the first week of January and their proposals are expected by 
the 10th. The committee meets on about 15 January to discuss all 
these proposals which will be received before that date. It would 
be better if we can get your proposals for your province also by 
that time. Otherwise we will have to meet again somewhere to 
consider your proposals. If it is possible you may try to expedite. 

I saw a statement sent by you and Mr. Muthuranga Mudaliar 
regarding Mr. Asaf Ali’s work there. It would have been better 
if you had not issued such a statement. Nobody wants to impose 
decisions from above nor is there any desire to interfere with the 
legitimate rights of the province. But the centre is bound to give 
due weight to representations made by a very large number of 
members of the provincial Congress committee and if the com- 
mittee is almost equally divided or if there is a substantial differ- 
ence of opinion, it becomes the duty of the Working Committee 
to see that justice is being done to differing groups. The majority 
must not be impatient or intolerant with the minority. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sri T. Prakasam 
Madras 
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29 January 1946 


My dear Prakasam, 

I have received your letter containing the list of candidates 
recommended by your board today. As the date for jnuinination 
was also today, your proposals came very late to be of any use 
for us to consider. However,. 1 have already wired my sanction 
to these proposals which were telegraphed to me by you. 

I am expecting your proposals for the general and other 
special constituencies as soon as poosiblc, because it has been al- 
ready late and if you do not send them in time, the committee 
will not give you sanction without scrutinising them. Von must 
give the committee time to meet and consider tlie proposals along 
with the complaints and appeals received. I llierefore suggest 
that you must send them now without delay. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. T. Prakasam 
Bezwada 
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N«-w Delhi 
27 January 191b 

T. Prakasam 
Andhra Congress 
Madras 

YOUR WIRE TWENTYFOURTH RECEtVF.D TODAY. \'Ot'R sr;tIEDt'I.F.D CAiSTE 
RECOMMENDATIONS APPROVED. 

VAI.I.AIIIIBIIAI 
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TELEGRAM 


Nellore 
27 January 1946 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

MALABAR MOPLAH FRIENDS MET YESTERDAY AT MADRAS AND 
REQUESTED TO WIRE AND WRITE TO YOU FOR HELP. SEE LETTER 
REPLY ELLORE TWENTYNINTH COCONADA THIRTIETH 

PRAKASAM 
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TELEGRAM 

68 Mfurine Drive 
8 February 1946 

Prakasam 

Congress 

Bezwada 

YOUR WIRE TWENTYSEVENTH AND MADRAS LETTER EIGHTEENTH 
BEING UNSIGNED COULD NOT UNDERSTAND. MALABAR MOPLAH 
FRIENDS MUST ACT THROUGH KERALA PRESIDENT, TAMILNAD THROUGH 
KAMARAJ. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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13-C Ferozeshah Road, 
New Delhi 
8 February 1946 

My dear Sardaiji, 

As I had feared, the expected has happened in Andhra. 

The Andhra Provincial Parliamentary Board has rejected the 
applications of everyone of our kisan' Gongressites who have had 

1 Peasant 
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as distiBguished a record of service as Congressmen for seats in 
the Madras Assembly. 

Although there arc more than 40 scats for our Andhra dis- 
tricts, our kisan Congressites have thougJu of applying for only 
12 seats. But since the leaders of tliosc Congressmen who had been 
in office in Congress Committee since 1940 had been openly de- 
claring that they would ignore the kisan Congressites and since 
they alone got representation of the Parliamentary Board, three of 
our friends did not even venture to apply. 

1 appeal against this injustice. 

Yours aifcctionatcly, 
N. G. Kanga' 
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13 February 1946 

My dear Ranga, • 

I have received your letter of the 8 inst. regarding the ex- 
clusion of kisan Congressites from the provincial recommeiulatiojw 
to the Central Board for seats in the Madras Legislative Assembly. 
The points raised by you will be considered by the Central Board, 
which meets on the 17th and thereafter for consideration of titese 
applications and if there is anything that could be done in the 
matter, the Central Board will certainly do so. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Prof. N. G. Ranga 
13-C Ferozeshah Road 
New Delhi 


1 Started career a. profeaor of economic i.. Madra.; Pr««.lrnt. Al.-In.li. 
Ki*an Sabha; Pwaident, Andhra PCC; member, Congre. Parliamentary party a 
Centre; Ibunder-Preiident, Swatantra Party 
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EXTRACT 


Masulipatam 
1 March 1946 

To 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

President, Central Parliamentary Board 

Bombay 

Sir, 

Let me offer my sincerest thanks to you and to the members 
of the Parliamentary Board for having selected me as a candidate 
on the Congress ticket for the West Godavari-cum-Kristna 
Mohamedan rural constituency of the Madras Legislative 
Assembly. I filed my nomination paper on 28-2-46 before the 
Collector of Kristna and the scrutiny will take place on 4-2-46. 
We got arranged a conference of all the Shias of Andhra Desa on 
27-2-46 at Masulipatam, wherein resolutions were passed tliat 
all the Shias, now in the Muslim League should secede from the 
League and join the Indian National Congress. 

As it is our first serious attempt in these parts to rally the 
Musalmans of Andhra under the banner of the Congress, I ear- 
nestly request you to bless our attempt and to extend your best 
help in all such directions as you think desirable. 

Yours sincerely, 

Mirza Ghulam Hasan Khan 
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4 March 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 1st inst. I wish success in 
your efibrts to bring round the Muslims of Andhra under the 
banner of the Congress and I congratulate you for the bold stand 
you have taken. It is difficult for any outside Congress Muslim 
leader to come there. Sjt. Asaf Ali is engaged in the Central 
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Assembly, but if you suggest any other name, I wUl write 
to him. 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Mirza Ghulam Hasan Khan, Esq. 

Grandson of the late Nawab of Masulipatam 
Masulipatam 


*288 


Bcxwada 
3 Marcit 1946 

Revered Sardaiji, 

Polling for the elections to the Madras Legislative .Assembly 
will come off in Andhra between 18-3-46 and 22-3-16 ft)r all 
the general and special scats. You might be aware that the 
Communists have set up nearly 28 caudidatc.<¥ lor the general and 
special scats in certain areas. They arc putting up still' o]q>ositiun 
by means of funds got from somewhere. In order to meet their 
propaganda and opposition people in various constituencies arc 
demanding of the candidates and the Congress committee's speeches 
from all-India leaders of eminence. Wc know that it would be 
a great strain upon your valuable time, especially after your 
provincial elections, to come and be with us for a few tlays. But, 
none the less, in view of our local situation wc arc constrained to 
make this demand and request that you will be pleased to spare 
as many days as you can from now on till 18 March. Kindly 
inform us tlie exact date from which you can spare and the 
number of days you will be available in our province. As soon 
as we hear from you we shall wire the exact programme and 
arrange for your tour and reception. I hope that you will not 
refuse this request of ours. 

Thanking you. 

Your sincerely, 
Kala Venkata Rao 
General Secretary 
Andhra PCC 

Sadar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 


S. a 11-16 
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12 March 1946 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of 3 March. We have a meeting 
of the Working Ck>mmittee here from today and as soon as the 
meeting is over, we will have to arrange for going to Delhi 
in connection with the coming visit of the [British Cabinet] 
Delegation. It is not possible for me to come to Andhra before 
the elections, as my engagements here are not such as can be 
put off. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. Kala Venkata Rao 
Bezwada 


SARDAR PATEL’S MESSAGE TO THE VOTERS OF SOUTH INDIA 

13 March 1946 

In all the provinces in which the result of elections is declared, it ap- 
pears that the Communist candidates have all been defeated. None of their 
candidates have so far succeeded anywhere. Next to the Punjab perhaps, in 
Andhra Communist candidates are more numerous. The election date 
is drawing near in South India and 1 earnestly appeal to all the voters in 
Andhra, Tamil Nad and Kerala to return the Congress nominees with an 
overwhelming majority. In the last elections, polling was first held in the 
Madras Presidency and the voters had given a lead to the country by return- 
ing the Congress candidates in very great majority. I have no doubt that 
in spite of all controversies which have now been finally settled, the South 
Indian voters will maintain their high reputation of being strongly Congress- 
minded and declare unhesitatingly in favour of Independence. 

The women candidates who are Congress nominees will, I trust, score 
heavily against their opponents. 
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27 March 1946 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 24th inst. 1 am glad that 
you have succeeded in defeating the Communists evciywhcre in 
your province, which undoubtedly w;is their stronghold and |)aiii- 
cularlyas Com. [ComradelJoslji had made Bezwada his headquarters. 
I must wait till the official results arc out, but pending the results 
I congratulate you all for the good work you have done during 
the short period at your disposal. 1 do not know why Dr. Pattabhi 
recommended candidates who were not strong and made it difficult 
for you to fight the Communists. It was well known that in all 
these constituencies there will be a very stiff contest. Why he 
did not come to help you in the election campaign in these 
constituencies, I do not know. However, ail is well that ends well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. A. Kaleswara Rao 
Bezwada 
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21 February 1946 


My dear Prakasam, 

I am enclosing herewith copy of a letter which I have recei- 
ved from Bezwada dated 15th inst. Ordinarily I would have 
ignored such a letter but there is a specific allegation in this letter 
which I believe requires immediate contradiction. It is about your 
having collected Rs. 50,000. I do not know whether there is any 
truth in this matter but if you have collected such an amount, it 
must have been credited to the Congress account in your pro- 
vince. This kind of scandal should not be allowed to be spread 
and therefore I would suggest that you may take such steps either 
by public contradiction or by such other method as you may 
deem appropriate to prevent the spread of such scandals. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. T. Prakasam 
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Camp Sardar Griha 
Bombay 
22 February 1946 

My dear Valiabhbhai, 

Thanks • for the letter that was delivered to me yesterday 
when I was with you in your C.P.' Board meeting. 

Some kind friends have been after me scandal-mongering. 
It is all due primarily to ignorance front out of which envy, 
jealousy, ill-will, cruelty spring. Such misguided men demand 
the heads of innocent men. Sometimes those in power fail victim 
to the tricks and machinations of such misguided men. I am 
glad you have proved an exception and advised me to issue a 
contradiction to a particular scandal. If one should engage one- 
self in contradicting 'scandals, even one’s full length of 125 years’ 
life would not be sufficient for that purpose alone. 

Therefore I don’t adopt your advice about contradicting. 
I am thinking of adopting another method. The conspiracy of 
a group to pull down one in their elTort to pull up another, is 
growing day after day. As soon as I go to Madras, I shall 
hand over all the papers to my lawyers and seek their opinion 
as to the nature of action that I should take. I shall let you 
know after I get the legal opinion. I am not fond of law courts, 
yet, if one is compelled he will have to do it. 

Thank you for the enclosure you were good enough to send 
me with your letter yesterday. That supplies the missing link, 
even though it might be a false letter by a false person. 

Now that you are anxious about my reputation and that 
of the Congress, I enclose herein a memo that I have taken today 
from Rajya Lakshmamma which will give you an idea of the 
nature of the fund presented to me and the nature of the dis- 
posal of such fund by me. 

Shri Rajya Lakshmamma is the lady who argued her own 
appeal before you on the 19th inst. in BPGG buildings in my 
presence. When she came to me this morning, I took the enclosed 
note from her with a view to send it to you and Mahatmaji. 
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f li enclosure as a confirmaUon 

of Mahatmaji s correspondence with me recently. I request you 
th^ore to ps^ on to Mahatmaji your letter of yesterday and 
this reply of mine for his information. ^ 


Youi-s sincert;Iy, 
T. Prakasain 
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25 February 1916 

My dear Prakasam, 

I have received your letter of the 22ik1 iust. Since then 1 
have seen Bapu’s article in the Harijan entitletl "Purses for Public 
Men.” Evidently he has also received some complaints about this 
matter. You want me to pass on our correspcwidence to Bapu and 
therefore I am doing so, but I am afraid neititer your reply nor 
the enclosure which you have sent along with it explains the 
matter properly. 

I assumed when I wrote to you that the purses alleged (o 
have been collected by you to the extent of Rs. 50,000 must have 
been sent by you to the Provincial Congress f !ommiitce and there- 
fore I suggested that you should contradict the rejMirt that you 
had used this amount for personal purpose. 'Hie enclosure that 
you have sent me confirms rather than contradicts the allegation. 
If the amount of Rs. 2,000 were collected from villagers and pre- 
sented to you on their behalf along with an address for your 
services, it would be improper to use them fctr )iersonal purimse, 
even if they so desired. A Congress leader iloing so would lie 
charged with exploiting the poor, ignorant villagers and if such 
examples were set by a Congressman holding a high position, it 
would be a dangerous precedent. If you have therefore collected 
Rs. 50,000 in this manner, I would strongly ad\ise you to credit 
that amount to the PCC. In this matter no legal advice is needed 
and I do not think that any lawyer will advise you to go to a 
court of law for redress. The enclosure is a picce^ of evidence 
more against you than in your favour and if you will ever go to 
the court in this matter, the man against whom you wll hie a 
complaint will have the upper hand against you. I would strongly 
suggest to you to reconsider your position and refund whatever 
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amount you have collected by way of public purses to the PCG so 
that there may be no more scandal about it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. T. Prakasam 
Gamp Sardar Griha 
Bombay 
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8 Raja Street 
Thyagarayanagar 
26 February 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

With your letter dated 21st inst. you sent an enclosure. The 
original of that letter purports to have been signed by one V. 
Srinivasa Iyer. Please let me know whether the original of that 
letter dated 15th inst. was received by you through post or through 
any messenger. If through messenger, can you kindly let me have 
the name and address of the person? I would like to know the 
whereabouts of that V. Srinivasa Iyer in Bezwada. 

I am inclined to think that the name V. Srinivasa Iyer is 
a fictitious name. That is why I am requesting you to give me 
the above information about that person. While I am troubl- 
ing you for this information, I am also endeavouring to send 
you more proofs similar to that of Rajya Lakshmamma, which 
I sent you with my last letter. 

I hope to send them to you in two or three days. 

Yours sincerely, 
T. Prakasam 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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1 March 1946 

My dear Prakasam, 

I have received your letter of the 26th ult. The original 
letter was received by post and not through messenger. 

the name of V, Srinivasa Iyer is genuine or ficti- 
tious, you need not attach any importance to it. What matters 



MADRAS — COCKPIT OF FACTIONS 


247 


is the contents of the letter. If you think that the facts stated 
therein are false, you need not worry', but reports about these 
purses have appeared in the Andhra Press and as lot of rumours 
are spread about it, it is better for you to issue a public state- 
ment instead of collecting evidence from individual donors. If 
it is a fact that you have got purses to the extent of Rs. 50,000 
from people and if there are reports about it in the Press, it is 
your duty to make a public statement that these purses have 
been presented to you for your private use and so you are not 
accountable for it to anybody. The general impression amongst 
the public and particularly aAiongst Congressmen would be that 
the purses are presented to you for public purposes but if you 
can justify its private use, you must prevent this misunderstand- 
ing that is growing. Some of the people that came here from 
Andhra also talked to me about it. You know Bapu has written 
in the Harijan about this question without referring to you and 
he will perhaps be receiving letters from Andhra in this connec- 
tion, as it has now become a public controversy. 

• Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. T. Prakasam 
Madras 
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Madras 
2 March 1946 


My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I have sent copies of proo& covering over nearly Rs. 26,000 
today by air mail. Rest will follow within a very short time. 

The originals of the proofs have been sent to Mahatmaji to- 
day by air mail. 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 


Yours sincerely, 
T. Prakasam 
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5 March 1946 

My dear Prakasam, 

I have received your letter of the 2nd inst. sending me 
copies of proofs covering about R$. 26,000 of the purse fund. 
You need not take the trouble of sending all these things to me 
because I needed no proof of this kind. I had asked you to 
consider the question of propriety of taking public purses for pri- 
vate use. Evidently these collections have been made from numer- 
ous poor people and undoubtedly the money has been given to 
you in appreciation of your services and sacrifices, but you have 
to consider whether it is proper for a public leader of your 
status to accept such purses for personal use. Therefore, all your 
efforts to collect evidence is unnecessary and you need not waste 
your time and energy after it. 

I have received your telegram about financial help required 
for Muslim and other candidates from your province. So far 
as the Muslim candidates are concerned, I understand there are 
only three, of whom Sjt. Safi Mohamed needs no assistance. For 
the non-Muslim candidates, the province must make its own 
arrangements. It is true that there has been cyclone trouble but 
it is also true that people, in spite of that, are willing to contribute 
money and you have only to make efforts for that purpose. 
However, I am doing what I can to meet with your reasonable 
requirements and writing to Sjt. Kala Venkata Rao about it. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. T. Prakasam 
Madras 
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Gamp Ongole 
9 March 1946 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

In continuation of my l^t letter to you I am sending further 
prods and statements of friends to enable you to understand 
the circumstances fully. Yoi^ will please read the statements of 
Sri T. Viswanadham, Dr. Nagcswara Rao, Sri M. Bapinccdii, and 
Sri Gollapudi Sitaramasastry of Vinayasramam and other friends. 

Although you have asked me not to send further proofs or 
evidence I am sending you because it is necessary that the real 
truth about the nature of the purse has to be undcrstoml by you 
and Mahatmaji. I am trying to clear the ground first by plac- 
ing all the proofs. It is a very serious matter for anybody to 
fling a charge against any one recklessly. Nobody can be safe 
in the world if unfounded scandals should be allowed to go un- 
checked. A mere contradiction from me cannot remove the doubts 
of prejudiced minds. 

You have no idea of my struggles. If you have not known 
it hitherto I have every hope that you will know it before long. 
You might testify, at least this much, that 1 have not been in 
the habit of carrying stories against others or in favour of myself 
to any authorities. When you gave me your letter in Bombay, 
I sent you a reply. I had not the opportunity of talking to you 
at length. There will be a few more proofs yet to reach you. 
The Press contradiction which you advised will be published in 
due course. 

With best wishes, 

Yours sincerely, 
T. Prakasam 
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18 March 1946 

My dear Prakasam, 

I have your letter of the 9th inst. with its enclosures. I have 
repeatedly told you that this is all a useless waste of time and ener- 
gy. What I wanted you to do was to consider the question of 
principle with an unbiased mind whether it is advisable for a 
Congressman to take such public purses for private use. When 
I asked you to issue a contradiction, I presumed that whatever 
purses you may have received must have been credited to the 
Congress account, but when it is admitted that it is not so, the 
question of contradiction docs not arise at all. The collection 
of proofs that you have been making and forwarding to me is 
wholly unnecessary. 

I have already .sent another remittance of Rs. 10,000 to 
Sjt, Kala Venkata Rao on the 14th inst. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. T. Prakasam 


MAHATMA GANDHI’S STATEMENT ON COLLECTION OF 
PURSES BY T. PRAKASAM 

MY ADVICE 

New Delhi 
15 AprU 1946 

Shri Prakasam I have known as a worker for many years. He has 
somehow developed a philosophy that a public worker is entitled to receive 
purses from the public for his expenses. In pursuance of that philosophy he 
has received a considerable sum in the shape of purses. Those who collected 
them have wired or written to me that they saw nothing wrong in so doing 
or in Shri Prakasam receiving them. Some have gone so far as to say that 
Shri Prakasam should even become a member of the Madras ministry, if 
not the Prime Minister. 

With the greatest reluctance I mrist dissent from the whole view. I know 
tliat Shri Prakasam says that he has changed his mind. Sudden conversions 
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are not unknown. But they are cast in a difTcrcnt mould. A ministership cannot 
be the end of genuine rcpentar^cc and conversion. My advice to Shri Frakasam 
is that he should retire even from the Legislative Assembly and brood over 
the bad example be has set. There is ample field o])en to everyone for silent 
service which is often much grpiter than service done in the limelight. 

M. K. G. 
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SECTARIAN RIVALRY 
300 / 

Belgium 
2 October 1945 

Respected Sir, 

Kindly excuse me for writing directly to you in connection 
with the ensuing elections to the various legislatures. I would 
have been failing in my duty if I had not expressed my views 
with regard to the selection of candidates for the same. I requ- 
est you to give full consideration to what I have said in the 
accompanying note. 

Kindly excuse nrie for the trouble. 

Yours obediently, 
P.B. Ugargol 
Chairman 
District Central 
Co-operative Bank Ltd. 
Belgaum 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

ENCLOSURE 

EXTRACTS 

SUGGESTIONS TO THE CONGRESS PARLIAMENTARY BOARD 
It will all the more be welcome if the candidate so selected happens to be 
a veteran co-operator. 

If the so-selected Congress candidate happens to be conversant with 
laws in addition to hb being a co-operator. 

Another essential criterion to be borne in mind in respect of Kamatak 
in the selection of candidate from that province, is the unification of 
Kamatak. 

P. B. Ugargol 
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Poona 
5 October 1945 


Dear Friend, 

1 have received your letler of the 2nd inst. 

The coming elections are to be fought, not on petty small 
issues which would give petty advantages to the people, but on 
the bigger issue of independence. What is the use of the ex* 
perience of a veteran co-operator who, during the struggle when 
people were faced with a severe trial could not come forward to 
bear the heat of the movement. But it is for your provincial 
organisation to find out proper men for tlie legislatures and if you 
will send your suggestions to the provincial Congress committee, 
they will be able to test them. 

Regarding the unification of Karnatak, *no Congressman has 
to learn anything new. The Congress stands for provinces ba.scd 
on language and the Congress has already accepted that principle 
in its own organisation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri P.B. Ugargol 
Chairman 

District Central Co-operative Bank Ltd. 

Belgaum 
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279 Shivajinagar 
Poona 
4 October 1945 

Dear Sardar Patel, 

I had been a member of tlie non-Brahmin party in Bombay 
province since its inception in 1917. I continued to be its mem- 
ber and adherent till the end of September 1937 when I joined 
the Congress. 
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I joined the Congress as, I have stated above, in September 
1937 yielding to the persuasion and pressure of Messrs. Shankar- 
rao Deo and Gadgil. ' 

In 1940 I enrolled myself as a ^tyagrahi and was in jail 
from November 1940 to November l|)41. I disagreed with the 
‘Qtiit India’ resolution when it was ffrst passed by the Working 
Committee on 14 July at Wardha. ^ informed Mr. Shankarrao 
Deo about the fact of disagreement /and made it quite clear that 
I would abstain from participating in the movement. But, in 
spite of this disagreement, I was arrested on 9 August 1942 and 
detained in the Yeravda Central Prison. 

I decided to write to Government informing them frankly 
of my disagreement about the ‘Quit India’ resolution. I wrote 
to Government accordingly and was released by the end of July 
1943. Since my return I am exclusively devoting myself to my 
profession in order to mend my shattered financial position. 

I still firmly believe that the non>Brahmin movement, in its 
essence, was a movement for the many-sided betterment of the 
masses. 

In Maharashtra and Karnatak the non-Brahmins have done 
their bit for the country’s cause. But in spite of their great sacrifices 
the non-Brahmins arc grieved to find that they are not getting 
an effective share in the Congress organisation and in the other 
spheres of Congress activities. 

Even before I joined the Congress (i.c. in 1937) some of the 
Congress leaders had held out very tempting offers to persuade 
me to contest the elections as one of the Congress candidates. I 
did successfully withstand that temptation. The demands of my 
profession and my present financial position do not permit me to 
even dream of going after fleeting parliamentary fortunes. 

Yours, 

S. S. More' 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 


1 Leader of workers and peasants in Maharashtra who was elected to Lok 
Sabha and unsuccessfully contested Speakership in 1952 
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Poona 
5 October 1945 

I 

Dear Shri More, 

Thanks for your letter yesterday delivered to me through 
a special messenger. 

Much of what you have 'written is not unknown to me. But 
it is all past history and you must realise that India is now on 
the eve of reaching its goal. The non-Brahmins must knock off 
their fear complex and their inferiority complex. I cannot under* 
stand why 97% of non-Brahmins should have any fear of domi- 
nation from the 3% Brahmins. Whatever miglit liavc happened 
during the period of foreign rule, sucli tilings cannot continue 
any longer. When foreign rule is about to disappear the Con- 
gress can and must be managed and controHcd by tlie non-Brah- 
mins who form the bulk of the population. It is a pity that you 
could not stand the test during the crisis and wrote that letter of 
apology from jail. Thousands of non-Brahmins have made sacri- 
fices during this struggle and the Maharashtra Congress lias gained 
considerable strength through their sacrifices. It is not possible 
for the Brahmins to exploit them. You must forget tlic past 
and try to educate the non-Brahmins along the riglit lines. Let 
them learn self-reliance and let them be strong and they will get 
all piossible help from the top. 

I see that you have started your practice again. It is not 
possible for all to make continued sacrifices and 1 sympathise 
with you. But you must not leave the Congress. You must try 
again to come in and serve as an humble worker and regain your 
position when the time comes. The non-Brahmins have few able 
men and they cannot afford to lose men like you who have abi- 
lity and experience. You must forget the past and try to come 
up with the present. 

I thank you for your suggestions. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri S.S. More 
279 Shivajiiu^^ 

Poona 
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Lahore 
24 December 1945 


My dear Sardar Patel, 

I am writing to request you kindly not to contest the Indian 
Christian Poona>Ahmednagar seat for the Bombay Assembly on 
behalf of the Congress, since Mr. A.B. Tribhuvan, pleader, Ahmed- 
nagar, is not only a party to that resolution but is also desirous 
of fully co-operating with the Congress in the Council. I have 
no doubt that you will find him a steadfast nationalist. I, there- 
fore, venture to hope that there will be no official Congress candi- 
date to oppose him. 

, Yours sincerely, 

B.L. Rallia Ram* 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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27 December 1945 

My dear Rallia Ram, 

1 have received your letter of the 24th instant with its en- 
closures. The Maharashtra Provincial Congress Committee has 
already invited applications and 1 am not sure whether they 
have not received applications from Christian candidates for being 
selected on the Congress ticket. I am however making enquiries 
from the provincial committee about the matter. 

Thank you for your kind enquiry about my health. 1 am 
much better than I was when you saw me. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Mr. B.L. Rallia Ram 
Lahore 

s Indian Christian leader iwlio settled in West Pakistan 
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30 December 1945 

My dear Diwakar, 1 

I am enclosing herewi^copy of a letter received from Mr. 
F.M. Pinto, Bombay, who is a itationalist Christian. If you 
think that his suggestion is feasible, you may do so, but if it is 
not, you may report to me stating the reasons for the rejection 
of the suggestion, so that 1 may be able to give him a reply. 
If it is possible to accommodate this minority community by 
giving one seat to a nationalist Christian on the Congress ticket, 
it would be wise to do so. 

I have received your letter of the 27tli instant with its en- 
closures. 

Yours sincerely, 

• Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. R.R. Diwakar 
President, KPCC 
Hubli 


ENCLOSURK 

EXTRAtrr 


15 Bank Street 
Fort, Bombay 
28 Dccenibcr 1945 


Dear Sardar Sahib, 

Though I fed the demand for four scats by the local Christians is too 
much of a thing to ask, and again a demand on communal lines it wrong in 
principle, under the present situation and communal atmosphere, a seat to 
Christians, if given, will go a long way to win them over. 

Yours sincerely, 
F. M. Pinto 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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30 December 1945 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of^hc 28th instant. Mr. A.J. 
Pinto had written to me when 1 was at Poona asking me to give 
the Christians four seats from a district in Kamatak in the com- 
ing Legislative Assembly and I thought that this gentleman was 
following the path of the Muslim League. If such demands are 
not accepted, it is because it is not in our power to do so. The 
absurdity of the demand is self-evident. Such people would not 
he satisfied by legitimate concessions. On the contrary, they will 
be encouraged to make further demands if any concession is given. 

I have forwarded your letter to the Karnatak Provincial 
Congress Committee for disposal. 

« Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 

F. M. Pinto, Esq. 

Nationalist Christian Party 
Eombay 
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Congress Bhavan 
Poona 

24 December 1945 

Dear Sardar Sahib, 

There is a university seat in Bombay province. According to 
the Central Board’s circular, this seat will have to be fixed by 
the joint meeting of five provinces (Sind, Gujarat, Bombay, 
Maharashtra and Karnatak). This will be a cumbrous process. Will 
you advise us what to do in the matter? We were informally 
discussing the names and the trend of opinion in our province is 
that Sjt. B. G. Kher will be the most suitable candidate. Will 
you let me know how to proceed in the matter? 

Yours sincerely, 
T. R. Deogirikar 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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26 December 19+5 


Dear Mr. Deogirikar, 

I have received your l<\tcr of tlic 24th instant. If Bala Saheb 
Khcr proposes to stand fromuhe University constituency there will 
be no difficulty and all provinces will gladly sup})ort his proposal. 
But as a matter of courtesy* I would advise your committee to 
consult all the Congress provinces within the ^mbay Presidency 
by circulating your proposal before sending it to the C'entral Board. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallubhbhai Patel 

Mr. T. R. Deogirikar 
Congress Bhavan 
Poona 
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24 December 1945 

My dear Diwakar, 

Complaints have been received from your province that your 
election board is composed of a large nninbcr t)f mcinhcrs who 
are themselves candidutt'S. There is siihstancc in the eoniplaiiit 
if it is so. It would be advisable to form a hoard of |>eoplc who 
are not interested in the election personally. It would not l>c 
difficult to form a board of three or five meinl)ers wlio may not 
be candidates and such a composition would give satisfaction and 
nullify the cause of the complaint. 

I have received a copy of the questionnaire issued by the 
Karnatak Provincial Parliamentary Board. Whether it is right 
to issue such a questionnaire to intending candidates or not is a 
question. This information can be obtained without putting 
questions to the candidates themselves. Some candidates may 
consider it offensive. However, it is for you to decide. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhhhai Patel 

Shri R. R. Diwakar 

C/o. Provincial Congress Committee 

Hubli 

Karnatak 
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25 December 1945 


My dear Diwakar, 

Mr. Sambrani met me here yesterday and represented his case to 
me [See enclosure]. I talked to you about his complaint and you 
agreed that there was substance in it. It would be unwise on our part 
to ignore his claim. He has been a* loyal Congressman through- 
out and he was chosen on the last occasion also. The other man 
may be more clever, but he has never been in the Congress and 
is not prepared even now to accept the Congress ticket. It would 
be unfair to Mr. Sambrani to drop him simply because his edu- 
cational qualifications are not equal to that of his rival. You 
may look into the matter and see that justice is done to him. 

Yours sincerely, 

• Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri R. R. Diwakar 

Hubli 

Karnatak 


ENCLOSURE 

EXTRACTS 


Dharwar 
17 December 1945 

Sir, 

In reply to my first formal application for the Congress ticket I was 
informed by the chairman of the Karnatak Provincial Congress Parliamentary 
Board that they would consider the question after Government nominations 
were made. 

I submit that the decision of the provincial board is unjust in view of the 
fact that 1 was the only applicant for the Congress ticket. In view of my 
long and faithful record as a Congressman and also in view of my long ser- 
vice in the cause of Harijan uplift I submit that there was no reason for the 
board to postpone consideration of the question until after the Government 
nominations. I appeal to the All India Board against this decision of the 
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provincial board and pray ftp* my nomination as a Congress candidate for 
the constituency. ' 

Yours faithfully, 
D. Y. Sambrani 

The Chairman 

All India Central Congress 

Parliamentary Board 

Bombay 
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Hubli 

29 December 1945 

My dear Sardaiji, 

Re. : Shri Sambrani 

In continuation of my letter dated 28th instant, 1 am giving 
below some available information. 

The Belgaum North nun-Mohammedad constituency has a 
total of 87,904 voters. Out of them about 17,000 arc Harijan 
voters. Thus about one-fifth arc Harijan voters, the bulk of them 
being Mahars. 

This time in the primary election, Shri Varalc (sitting 
Harijan — Mahar member), Shri Maney (Harijan --.\lahar) and 
Shri Sambrani (Harijan — Mochi, from Dharwar) —these three 
have come off successful. 

The total number of votes polled in the last election in 1937 
were as follows: 

Belgaum North: 


X 36,232 

Shri A. B. Lalthe | 

X 35,358 

Shri N. G. Joshi > CJongress 

X 31,475 

Shri M. P. Patil 3 

26,516 

Shri S. N. Angadi* 

X 21,322 

Shri Varalc — Harijau-Mahar 

13,177 

Shri Karale 

4,169 

Shri Sambrani — (Harijan-Mochi) Congress 

2,091 

Shri Papanna — (Harijan) 

725 

Shri Rava 

216 

Shri Ghannappa Savanur (Harijan) 

1,71,281 

Total votes cast. 


Number of voters who actually voted are 42,820, 
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The mark *x’ denotes those who elected. 

These figures are instructive and we will have to consider all 
these things before coming to a final conclusion. 

Re. : Rail Road Scheme 

I have some good news to convey to you. The Valuation 
Ciommittec visited Bagalkot on the 27th and 28th. But I am glad 
to inform you that not a single operator submitted his vehicles. 
If the operators work in this spirit I •am sure the scheme will not 
progress. 

* Yours sincerely, 

R. R. Diwakar 
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1 January 1946 

My dear Diwakar, 

I have received , your letter of 29 December and I have 
seen the figures of votes of the last election. According to the 
figures we have to be careful lest we may not lose the seat, but 
the difference this time is that the number of voters must have 
increased and the Congress can easily expect to get a much larger 
number of votes. However, you arc the best judge of the situation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri R.R. Diwakar 
Hubli 
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TELEGRAM 


Dharwar 
5 February 1946 

Vallabhbhai Patel 
Chairman Congress 
Parliamentary Board 
Bombay 

PLEASE READ MY APPEAL ALREADY EXPLAINED YOU PERSONALLY. 
PLEASE SELECT ME FOR BELGAUM NORTH HARIJAN SEAT. 


SAMBRANI 
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6 February 1946 


Dear Mr. Sumbrani, 

I have received your telegram of the 5tli instant. The deci- 
sion has been taken hnally by the Central Board and, therefore, 
there is no appeal against that decision. In order to compensate 
you for your loss which you intiy feel, Mrs. Sambrani has already 
been given a ticket instead and, therefore, you should now be 
satisfied. We have done our best to help you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhl>hai Patel 

Sjt. S.Y. Sambrani 
Market Road 
Dharwar 
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Hubli 
4 January 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

This is to introduce to you Sjl. Mane, B.A., Bar-al-I.aw of 
Nipani in the district. He is standing as an independent candi- 
date to the coming provincial elections. Dr. Ambedkar has put 
up Sjt. Varale as his party’s nominee. Varalc was a member of 
the last Assembly. You may be aware that one scat is reserved 
for the Scheduled Castes in this district. 

So far as Sjt. Mane is concerned, 1 am in a prjsition to say 
that he is a nationalist and opposed to Di. .'Vmbedkar’s policy. 
He wants to explain to you personally why he is not standing 
on the Congress ticket. 

Kindly give him a hearing. 

Yours sincerely, 
Gangadhar B. Deshpande 
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9 January 1946 


My dear Gangadharrao, 

Mr. Mane saw me this morning with your letter. He had 
also brought another letter from Mr. Latthe. It appears from 
what he says and what you have written that he should be allowed 
to contest as an independent candidate, but after election he will 
sign the Congress pledge and join the party. As you are all of 
the same opinion and as a large majority of voters are not likely 
to support him if he takes the Congress ticket, he may be allowed 
to do so. The other man, Sambrani, will have a sense of grieva- 
nce and we will have to satisfy him by providing for him some- 
where else, cither in the municipality or in the local board. 
After all he is also a loyal Congressman. But I agree on the 
whole with you that, Mr. Mane, who is a Mahar and who com- 
mands more influence in that community, should be allowed to 
stand as an independent candidate. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Gangadharrao Deshpande 

Hubli 

Belgaum 
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90 Thalakwadi 
Belgaum 
14 January 1946 

Dear Sir, 

I hereby appeal to you and the Central Parliamentary Board 
to consider my application for selection as a candidate for elec- 
tion to the Bombay Assembly. The KPP Board have not yet 
to my knowledge declared its recommendations, but from all I 
have come to know, it seems they are determined to drop me out. 

As I hope you will remember, I requested for permission 
to resign my scat in the Assembly in 1940-41 as soon as I found 
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that I could not conscientiously declare that I would fight all 
war non-violently. You did not permit when again I found 
that in my humble view the 1942 movement was not likely to 
be advantageous, I again applied to the leader of the Congress 
Assembly Party, Mr. [B.G.] Khcr, to permit me to rcsig^i in your 
absence under detention. For these reasons I had no mind to 
seek the Congress ticket or contest tlic coming election. But 
my constituency pressed me. and the Chikodi Tuluka Congress 
workers resolved that I should be a candidate. riien again at 
a meeting of the principal ^ngress workers in the district, a 
committee consisting of Mr. Gangadharrao Deshpaude and two 
others were appointed to select candidates from this district and 
it was agreed by all the persons present, including the president 
and secretary of the DGC, that every one should obey the 
committee's mandate. The committee asked me to apply. It 
was thus that I was obliged to apply. 

There is a degree of opposition to me from those who think 
that, -if elected, I would stand in their to ministership. A 
section of Brahmin friends also oppose because they think tlial 
I am not as good a Kannadaman as tiiey want. I'heir two groups, 
headed by some Lingayat [a caste among Hindus in Karnatak] 
leaders and Mr. Diwakar, arc trying to have my application 
rejected. 

I have nothing to say if you or your Board think that I 
am unfit to be selected on account of the opinions I Itohl. 

But if you hold that these views do not come in the way of 
my candidature, I hope the Board will give th«:ir best considera- 
tion to my application. You know the communal and factious 
conditions in Karnatak and unaffected by tlicm, I hope the Board 
will give justice to me. 

I must add that even though I held tin-, views stated above 
I did nothing by way of propaganda or pul)lir denunciation 
against the majority decisions of the AICC and so far as Govern- 
ment was concerned, I maintained compietc non-co-oi)eration. 
I was requested to join two official committees on rural develop- 
ment and food supply. In Ijoth cases, I declined. When I 
was released from detention after about two weeks, all kinds of 
false rumours spread out. But though they were false and 1 had 
not even asked for release, I desisted from defending myscU, simply 
because I knew I would be finding fault with the activities 
of my Congress friends in defending myself. I think even today 
that in circumstances like these, this was the best I could do in 
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justice to my own views and my duty to the organisation of 
which I was an humble member. 

I again repeat that I have no desire to be selected by your 
Board if it is held that the views I held disqualify me. I only 
wish the Board not to allow themselves to be influenced by the 
communal motives or factiousness in this province. 

I believe an attempt is being made to create an impression 
that I am wanting public support.* I have stated above why 
there is this attempt. I would only add that if you permit me 
to fight the election even against ithose who are making this 
attempt, I would show that I shall succeed in winning my seat. 
I know I am pledged not to fight the election if you do not select 
me. I won’t unless you permit. That is why I would request the 
Board to permit me to do so to test the correctness of those who 
are bolstering up an opposition to me. I can prove to any 
impartial person that the numerous telegrams and letters sent to 
the KPP Board were got up by a few individuals here and I am 
willing to accept their challenge, if you permit me to do so. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. B. Latthe 
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30 January 1946 

My dear Latthe, 

I had received your letter of the 14th instant but I was busy 
at Delhi and tlicreforc I could not send you a reply. You know 
that the Central Board has referred back the proposals from Bel- 
gaum and asked for fresh applications with the extension of time. 
What the committee will do it is difficult to say but I have 
already communicated my opinion to Gangadharraoji previously. 

There is no question of your not succeeding in the election, 
but the Congress cannot permit any one to stand independently 
where it is possible for the Congress to secure success on its own 
ticket. I appreciate your feelings in the matter but it is difficult 
to reconcile opposition where prejudices are created on account 
of peculiar circumstances. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. A.B. Latthe 
90 Thalakwadi 
Bdgaum 
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19 January 19-16 

Dear Mr. Shah, 

I am very glad to learn that you have l>cen releasctl after 
all. I have been making enquiries about you from Seth Lalchaiul 
and Ratanchand often. I liopc you have been able to maintain 
your health and, what is more import.uit, your spirit during 
these two years. 

I note what you write about your applicatitui for a seat in 
the Bombay Assembly and I am sending your letter on to my 
father at Delhi. I believe it is too late anil the decision would 
perhaps have been taken before I finish writing this. The Karna- 
tak situation is well known to Sardar and Sjt. Shankarrao Deo 
and N. V. Gadgil are there to advise him also, but my fear is 
that it is already too late. Yonr disqualification will have to 
be removed. I do not know whether yon have made any appli- 
cation to Government in the matter. I understand that Mr. 
Chetty of Construction Co. as he spoke to me two days ago has 
already wired to you in the matter and ;is advised by him I 
hope you have sent a telegram to Delhi. 

With kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
D.thyabhai Patel 

Sjt. M. H, Shah 
Bijapur 
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8 February lOlfi 


My dear Shah, 

I had seen your letter of 17-1-46 addressed to Dahyabhai 
after your release from detention. Your nomination for the 
Provincial Assembly on the Congress ticket has been finally 
approved and in spite of all agitation to tlic contrary 
be no change in that decision. I hope you will find no difficu ty 
in being returned with a very good majority. When you come 
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to this side, you must meet me, if 1 ^m in Bombay, but there 
is no hurry. As you are going to be in the L^;blative Assemb- 
ly, you will have many occasions to come to Bombay. 

I trust you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. M. H. Shah 
Bijapur 
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Hubli 
1 February 1946 

Vallabhbhai Patel 
Care Congress 
Karachi 

DIWAKAR AND MALLYA ASSAULTED AND MANHANDLED IN PARLIA- 
MENTARY BOARD MEETING TODAY BY SOME CONGRESS COMMUNAL- 
MINDED FANATICS ALLEGING DIWAKAR RESPONSIBLE FOR CHANG- 
ING CONGRESS CANDIDATES BY CENTRAL PARLIAMENTARY BOARD. 
PUBLIC FEEL DEEPLY DISTRESSED. 

DR. HARDIKAR 
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6 February 1946 

My dear Dr. Hardikar, 

I have received your telegram and I am enclosing herewith 
a copy of my letter to the President of the Karnatak Provincial 
Congress Committee in the matter. The incident is disgraceful 
and distressing and I hope the committee will take proper action. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. N. S. Hardikar 
Hubli 



ENCLOSURE 


8 February 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I had read reports about Sjt. Diwakar being assaulted and attacked in the 
meeting of the Provincial Parliamentary Board held at Hiibli on I Febni* 
ary. On my return from Karachi, I have recci\ed the ofFuial ie|>ort of 
the proceedings of the meeting of which I am enclosing herewith a copy. 
If such disgraceful incidents are allowed to go unnoticed, public life would 
be impossible and therefore it is ncccssaiy to take serious notice of the roii- 
duct of the persons concerned. Perhaps your romniitter may have already 
insisted upon action in the matter, but I would be surprised if nothing is 
done about it. I would advise you to issue notices against all thetse {>eople 
asking them to explain their conduct and if the allegations made are proved 
to be true, they should be expelled from the C!ongress organisation. Please 
inform me about the action taken. * 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallahhbhai Patel 

President 
Karnatak PCC 
Hubli 


INCIDENT AT THE MEETING OF THE PARLIAMENTARY HOARD 

ON 1-2-1946 

“Today (1-2-1946) at about 10 a.m. when the Karnatak Provincial Con- 
gress Parliamentary Board was conducting its business (in the KPCC of lice in 
Hubli), Shris Dundappa Saunshudhi, L. S. Patil, Shantiriuth Ingale, Basa- 
waneppa Sanikopp Itagi and Shri Yajaman Shantarudrappa [of] Hrliary, 
altogether about 20 to 25 persons, effected their entrance into the meeting 
hall without obtaining the permission of the preside? f of the meeting. 

2. The Board had met to discuss some important matters. Some of these 
people asked the president to give them some time to make representations. 
The president told them that the previous day sufficient time had been given 
to them to do so, but yet as the Board was engaged in serious delibera- 
tions, they could sec them some time in the afternoon. In reply to that 
they said that they wanted to represent certain more im^iortant matten and 
persisted that they should be given an opportunity to do ir> then and there. 
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The president said that their attitude was quife inconsistent with the decorum 
and discipline of the meeting, still they insisted on their demand. The president 
also said that under the circumstances he would have to adjourn the 
meeting, to which they said that they would not allow him to do so. Then 
the president said that if they did not go out he would be obliged to leave 
the place. While the president stood up and was about to leave the place 
some one of the persons forcibly tried to hold him down. Some other 
person took the office files in his hands and was about to go out. One 
Shantarudrappa Yajaman of Bellary gave a blow on the head of Shri Diwa- 
kar with his umbrella. On learning about this, persons who were in the 
hall came in and restored order by asking them to go out. 

3. As these unpleasant things happened while the meeting was going on it 
was thought necessary to record the same in the proceedings book.’* 
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Gongpress Bhavan 
Poona 
5 February 1946 


Dear Sardar Sahib, 

We recommend Mr. Amiralli for the Kolaba district Mus- 
lim seat on the Congress ticket. The district Congress workers 
are .agreeable to the proposal. Please sanction his nomination 
at the earliest and oblige. 

Yours sincerely, 
T. R. Deogirikar 
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7 February 1946 

My dear Deogirikar, 

I have received your letter of the 5th instant. 

Your recommendation of Mr. Amiralli for the Kolaba district 
Muslim scat as Congress nominee has been approved. You may 
inform the candidate accordingly. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. T. R. Deogirikar 

Maharashtra Provincial Congress Committee 
Poona 



326 


Bombay Provincial Congress Committee 

Bombay 

. « . o . .. ® February 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

The Provincial Election Board of the BPCC has unanimous- 
ly made the following recommendations in regard to the three 


constituencies which were left* out. 

(1) Mr. M. Y. Nuric for the textile laliour constitu- 
ency of Bombay. 

(2) For the Indian Christian constituency of Bombay, 
the ^ard is of opinion that the Congress should not olii- 
cially nominate a candidate of its own. Dr. Jos Alban 
D’Souza is standing as an independent candidate in this 
constituency. During the past several years Dr. D’Sou/a 
has maintained very friendly relations, with the Congress 
in Bombay. He was elected Mayor of Ikunhay last year 
purely on Congress vote. He has amply justifietl Ins elec- 
tion. There would be nothing wrong in recomnu’iuling him 
for supiwrt to the nationalist elements in the Christian consti- 
tuency. Our board is of the opinion that if nec<*ssary and 
if it helps the election of Dr. D’Souza, the Congress should 
publicly advise the Nationalist Christians to v»>te Uir Dr. 
D’Souza although he is running on the independent ticket. 

(3) As regards the millowncrs’ constituency, we are told 
that Sir Sorab Saklatvala is being favoured by tlie Committee 
of the Millowners’ Association. It is not possible to run ti 
Congress candidate in this constituency. The board, there- 
fore, does not wish to make any recommendation as regards 
this constituency. 

(4) The Board examined the position of the two seats 
in the railways constituency. Looking to the election of dele- 
gates, which took place only yesterday, the board is of opi- 
nion that only one Congress candidate can be returned from 
this constituency. The board, therefore, recommends that no 
other candidate should be run in this constituency. 

Yours sincerely, 
S. K. Patil 
General Secretary 
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11 February 1946 


Dear Friend, 

Your letter of the 9th instant has been received. 

(1) Your recommendation of Sjt. M.Y. Nurie for the 
textile labour constituency has been approved. 

(2) Your proposal not to put any Congress candidate 
officially for the Indian Christian constituency of Bombay 
and to allow Dr. Jos Alban D’Souza as an independent candi- 
date in this constituency has also been accepted. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Secretary 

Bombay Provincial Congress Committee 
Bombay 
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Congress Bhavan 
Poona 

10 February 1946 

Dear Sardar Sahib, 

We are recommending Sjt. I. N. Hakim as a candidate to 
contest the reserved seat for Mohamedans in Satara district on 
behalf of the Congress. Kindly send your sanction. 

Yours sincerely, 
T. R. Deogirikar 
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11 February 1946 

My dear Deogirikar, 

I have received your letter of the 10th instant. Your recom- 
mendation of Sjt. I.N. Hakim to be nominated as Congress 
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candidate for the Mohamedan constituency in Satara district has 
been approved and the candidate may be informed accordingly. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. T. R. Deogirikar 
Congress Bhavan 
Poona 
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Bcigaum 
10 February 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

As I said in my telegram yesterday, I am very grateful to 
you for selecting me and putting me in the Northern Division 
of this district. 

My first thought on hearing of my being’put in the Soutlicrn 
Division was that it did not matter much, though I knew N. D. 
was easier. During the last two days, however, 1 have changed 
my view. I know now that some of our own woi kers have gone 
the length of instigating anti-Congress Lingayats to put up an 
independent candidate in S. D. and make my task very difficult. 
This is sad, but new experience has made me wisli to avoid tlic 
serious risks of contesting in the South. 

I hope by now you have come to know how far malice has 
gone in Karnataka and you will not disbelieve me when 1 tell 
you that in the predominantly Lingayat South Belgaum, there 
would be much malicious opposition to me, and possibly some 
treachery as well. 

One word more. For long, I did not wish to contest this 
election. But the decision of Gangadhar Rao Samiti, proposed by 
my opponents themselves, put me under a moral obligation and 
I had to apply. I need not recount what followed. I feel sincerely 
grateful for what you did, which saved me from a very annoying 
situation. That is why I am so grateful. 

Yours sincerely, 
A. B. Latthe 


S. C. 11-18 



13 February 1946 


My dear Latthe, 

Thanks for your telegram and also your letter of the 10th 
instant. Karnatak is a difficult province and people there are 
easily moved by passion. There is very little tolerance amongst 
public workers. In the disposal of the election of candidates, 
the little province of Karnatak has given us more trouble than 
the biggest one in India. 

Gangadhar Raoji was more anxious for yow* going to the 
legislature and he has worked hard for it against many odds. 
Perhaps your inclination to stand aside would have given you 
more peace than your going in. Let us hope that you will be 
more helpful to straighten affairs in Karnatak or at least keep 
the Karnatak Assembly Party in order. It is a crowd of irre- 
concilables and people of incompatible temperament. It is diffi- 
cult to work with such people. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. A. B. Latthe 
Belgaum 
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11 February 1946 

Dear Friend, 

In continuation of my letter of the 29th ultimo, I have to 
inform you that in consultation with the Bombay Provincial 
Congress Committee, the Central Board has decided to allow 
you to stand as an independent candidate from the Indian Chri- 
stians constituency of Bombay, and not to put any official candi- 
date of the Congress there, in view of the fact that there is a 
possibility of some embarrassment being [caused] to you, in case 
of our insistence on your accepting the Congress ticket. You have 
always in the past stood by the Congress in the Corporation, 
particularly since your being elected as Mayor and in view of 
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your general pro-Gongress* attitude, it has been decided to make 
this concession in your favour in this constituency. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Jos Alban D’Souza 
Mayor of Bombay 
Bombay 
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Yeotmal 
13 February 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Congress House 
Bombay 

AGRICULTURISTS OF BERAR MOST DISAPPOINTED AT REJECTION 
DOCTOR PANJABRAO DESHMUKH’s NAME ELLICIIPUR DARYAPUR 
CONSTITUENCY. VITAL OBJECTIONS GOVINDRAO’s NOMINATION. EARN- 
ESTLY PRAY RECONSIDERATION AND REINSTATEMENT DOCTOR DFAH- 
MUKH’s name, deputation prays TIME WAITING ON YOU BEFORE 
DECIDING. REVISIONS FILED. PLEASE REPLY. 

NARAYAN BALAJI PATIL 
YEOTMAL 
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TELEGRAM 

Lahore 
2 November 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Poona 

LETTER SENT THROUGH OHAZNAVI. NO ANSWER. DESIRE STAND 
PUNJAB ASSEMBLY LAHORE SEAT. YOUR SUPPORT ESSENTIAL. CAN 
COME PERSONALLY IF INTERVIEW NECESSARY. WIRE. 

MRS. ZUTSHI 
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Poona 

4 November 1945 


Mrs. Zutslii 
Care Congress 
Lahore 

YOUR LETTER THROUGH MAULANA GHAZNAVI RECEIVED. CAN 
GIVE NO PROMISE IN ADVANCE. SELECTION LARGELY DEPENDS 
UPON PROVINCIAL RECOMMENDATION. 

VALLABHBHAI 
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6>B Kapurthala House 
Lake Road 

• Lahore 

5 November 1945 

Dear Sardar Patelji, * 

I have duly put in my application for the Congress ticket for 
the Punjab University constituency from which I was returned 
to the Senate, as a Congressman in March 1940, as well as in 
March 1945. I had the unique distinction of having Gandhiji’s 
blessing^ both in 1940 and 1945. The University constituency 
is a joint constituency and out of 1,600 voters, Muslims are 
less than 300. 

It is difficult to anticipate precisely flie decision of the 
Punjab Provincial Congress Committee regarding my application. 
But what I have gathered so hir is that the PPCC will not recommend 
my name for the University constituency; the reasons that will 
influence their decision arc as follows: 

(1) After the volte-face of Mr. Abdul Qjiyum and the somer- 
sault of Mian Iftikhar-ud-Din, the sincerity of almost every n.ationa- 
list Muslim in this part of the country is being qucslionctl and 
his bona fidcs being impugned. 

(2) In case the Congress ticket is given to a Nationalist 
Muslim for a mixed constituency like the University, the Mahasa- 
bhaites and others may kick up a row and their propaganda may 
spoil the chances of some of the Congress candidates for the 
general constituencies. 

(3) There being two distinct Congress groups in the Punjab, 
a neutral p>erson like the writer of these lines will be altogether 
ignored, when a bargain is to be made between the two rival 
sections, about the distribution of seats. 

Yours sincerely, 
(Prof.) Abdul Majid Khan 
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Poona 

12 November 1945 

My dear Prof. Abdul Majid, 

Your letter of the 5th instant regarding your proposal for Con- 
gress ticket for the Provincial Assembly has been duly received. If 
I had my choice I would certainly, , without a moment’s hesita- 
tion, sanction your proposal straightaway. 

About your fitness for selection there can be no two opinions. 
You have been a staunch Congressman all through your career 
and have always stood for unadulterated nationalism. As far as 
my own views in the matter of this selection are concerned my 
weight will be entirely in your favour, but I am not in a posi- 
tion to say what view my Board will take at this stage. The 
proposals from the provinces will be first scrutinised by the pro- 
vincial selection board and will be submitted here with their 
recommendations. The Central Board will then meet and decide 
finally. There may be a number of considerations which may 
influence the judgment of the Board, but if they feel that your 
selection is likely to result in the losing of a seat in that consti- 
tuency they may prefer another, in which case I have no doubt 
you will accept the decision of the Board willingly as a loyal 
Congressman and support whoever is selected as the candidate. 
More than this I cannot say at this stage. 

You perhaps remember that I was also present when you last 
met Bapu at Simla. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Prof. Abdul Majid Khan 
Lahore 
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Poona 

11 November 1945 

My dear Gopichand, 

Prof. Abdul Majid Khan, has applied for the Congress ticket 
for the Punjab University constituency from which he has been 
returned to the Senate as a Congressman in March 1940 as well 
as in 1945. This is a joint constituency where out of 1,600 votes 
there are less than 300 Muslim votes. It would indeed be a great 
gesture to the minority community and vindication of the prin- 
ciple of joint electorate if the Congress would return a Muslim 
Congressman from this constituency where the Hindu voters are 
in a very large majority. 

I do not know what would be the reaction of your committee 
in this matter, but I should like to know your own view' about 
this case. His proposal is still under consideration by your com- 
mittee, but he has sent me a copy in advance. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Gopichand Bhargava 
Lahore 

PS. 

You can also consult Maulana Daud Ghaznuvi and let me 
know what his own reaction in the matter is. 
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17 Jail Road 
Lahore 
13 December 1945 

My dear Sardarji, 

I am so much obliged to you for the honour you have con- 
ferred upon me by nominating me to contest the Lahore City 
(General) constituency of the Punjab Legislative Assembly. I 
hope, by the grace of God, I shall continue to enjoy your confi- 
dence. As it happens, there has been no suitable opportunity for 
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my coming in closer contact with you. I shall consider it my 
privil^e to be afforded greater opportunities of personal contact 
with you in so far as they may be considered to be in Ae inte> 
rest of the public life of my province. 

With best regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Bhim Sen Sachar 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Birla Park 

Calcutta 
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25 December 1945 

My dear Bhim Sen, 

I have received your letter of the 13th inst. We would indeed 
be very glad to be of any help to your province and to have 
greater opportunities' of personal contact with you so that you 
may be able to understand us better and also be able to render 
greater service to your province. Unfortunately, the Punjab has 
been divided into groups and factions of a very bitter type and 
hardly two men trust each other. All sacrifices of the people of 
the Punjab end in nothing on account of the disunity, distrust 
and consequent demoralisation. The two provinces that have 
suffered from these maladies are tlie Punjab and Bengal. I have 
noticed that you have been trying to steer clear of parties, but 
that is not enough. It may give you peace of mind but indi- 
vidual peace is of no consequence when we see all round our 
work being undone by our colleagues and comrades. I do not 
mean to attach any blame to you for your keeping aloof from 
parties; that is the least that is expected from good Congressmen. 
But unless there is someone who can assert and enforce his will 
without caring for the displeasure of those who are in the 
wrong, no progress can be made. 

I am distressed to find that even good Congressmen are not 
united in the Punjab. It is said here that no settlement has been 
reached on any question affecting the elections in the Punjab. 
Instead of this muddle at this critical juncture if we could secure 
a big group in the new Assembly which cannot be ignored it would 
be something; otherwise all the sacrifices of the past three years, 
the enthusiasm of the people and the awakening of the masses 
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will nsult in nothing, and the energy and the expenses of all of 
you will in the end be wasted. Punjab is a key province. Can no- 
thing be done to make Congress workers realise their sense of 
responsibility at this critical period? 

Is there any danger about the University seat from 
where Dr. Gopichand has agreed to stand or shall wc get it 
without much difficulty? 

What about the commerce constituency? Will our candi- 
date win or is there any danger? 

I notice that the Akalis pre on the war path and no settle- 
ment has been reached. Shall wc be able to secure all the non- 
Muslim scats for which wc have given Congress tickets? What is 
the position and strength according to your calculation of the 
Unionist Party and what is your estimate about the strength of 
the League? How many Independent Muslims will l>e returned 
and how many Congress Muslims will be returned in the elw> 
tions? Please send me a full report on all these questions. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sri Bhim Sen Sachar 
Lahore 
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30 December 194.'> 

My dear Bhim Sen, 

I have received your letter of 24 December. 1 uiiderstami 
from Sjt. Sarat Chandra Bose that he is coming to your province 
for a few days, and I hope that his visit will be helpffil in creating 
an atmosphere in favour of the Congress so far as the elections 
are concerned. It would be unfortunate if his visit results in 
accentuating party differences. I am afraid that some people 
there may try to exploit this occasion for party purposes. 

The Congress there would be greatly discredited if wc are to 
lose in the non-Muslim General constituencies anywhere, and 
particularly if we lose in the Commerce and University consti- 
tuencies. The labour seat, where you have put your own president 
as a candidate, must also be won. 

The Punjab is a prosperous province and a key province of 
Pakistan. It should not be difficult for the Congress to raise 
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any amount of money for this all-important issue, which affects 
the Punjab most, but if in spite of this you and your colleagues 
feel that some help from outside is necessary, I should do nty best 
to help you. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Bhim Sen Sachar 
Lahore 
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Lahore 
2 January 1946 

My dear Sardaiji, 

Many thanks for your letters of 25 and 30 December 
1945. I am sorry for the delay in replying to your letter of the 
25th ultimo earlier. I have wired you today explaining that the 
delay has been due to my absence from station in connection 
with the Assembly elections. 

I do not want to add to your distress by joining my obser- 
vations with yours on the state of things prevailing in the Punjab. 
As a Punjabi I am thoroughly ashamed of it. All that I can say 
is that my humble services are unreservedly at your disposal and 
I shall consider it my great privilege to be able to comply with 
your instructions which, I request, you should be good enough to 
give to me from time to time. I shall make every endeavour to 
live up to them. 

No doubt some nominations of Congress candidates arc being 
very adversely commented upon by the public, but to my 
mind this is not the time to go into their merits or demerits. At 
present our only concern is to secure the largest Congress succes- 
ses. My appreciation of the situation is that if we have suffi- 
cient funds at our disposal we may be able to annex extra six or 
seven seats. As it is, given proper transport facilities, for which again 
funds are necessary, we expect to capture the following seats: 

(a) General seats ... 33 

The total number of general seats is 43. The losses represent Sche- 
duled Caste seats and Hindu seats from Ambala Division and 
Kangra district. 

(b) The estimate of Sikh seats varies from six to seven. It is 
urged that if properly financed two or three extra seats can be won. 
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(c) The Ciongress may hardly get two Muslim seats. 

(d) From the special scats we expect to secure the Univer- 
sity and the Commerce seats. We arc experiencing sufficient diffi- 
culties in these seats, but I expect we shall ultimately succeed by 
the grace of God. 

(c) Nothing can as yet be said with certainty about the 
Labour seats. The chances are not without hope. 

Some think we may capture one of the Landlord scats also, 
although Dr. Gopichand takes the opposite view. 

Some think the Muslim League may capture even 50 seats but 
the general opinion is that the Muslim League’s strength may be 
somewhere in the neighbourhood of 40 scats. I am given to 
understand that if Ahrars are properly financc<l they may secure 
2 or 3 Muslim seats. This will, therefore, not leave more than 
about 40 Muslim seats for the Unionists. 

Although, as I have written to you before, we arc trs'ing to 
raise funds locally; it appears to me and to other friends that 
financial aid [from] your end is absolutely unavoidable. The 
transport arrangements cost a lot. You may, therefore, kindly 
convey to the provincial president the amount that you would 
be good enough to place at the disposal of the Provincial Con- 
gress Committee with full instructions as to the manner in which 
the money should be utilised. We arc racing against time. If 
there were sufficient time at our disposal and a proper election 
campaign could have been organised, we should not have st<K)d 
in need of your help to the extent that we do now. It is expec- 
ted that the visit of Sjt. Sarat Chandra Bose will be utilised for 
raising some funds for the elections. 

With respects, 

Yours sincerely, 
Bilim Sen Suchnr 
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8 January 1946 

My dear Bhim Sen, 

I have your letter this morning. I had a long talk with Seth 
Sudarshan before I got your letter. You will learn everything 
from him about what I have to say, and therefore I will not write 
anything in this letter as I am hard-pressed for time also. It would 
be a misfortune if you, Dr. Gopichand and Maulana Daud woul . 
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fail to act with one mind and one voice at this critical period in the 
history of our country. The Punjab holds the key to the future 
of India and you three have to play a most important role in that 
stage at this hour. May I expect you all to forget personal pre- 
judices and have a frank and open talk so that you can come to 
one common plan of action in order that we may be able to [play] 
our cards well? If you make a joint demand endorsed by all 
the three, I will not question your judgment or hesitate to help 
you. I shall, only expect you to consider that I have to meet 
with the requirements of the whole country. Therefore, don’t ask 
me to give you anything which may not be required and see that 
the money is spent carefully and with proper economy. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Bhim Sen Sachar 
Lahore 
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11 January 1946 

My dear Bhim Sen, 

I am awaiting a reply to my letter sent through Seth Sudar- 
shan. I trust you three have discussed my suggestion and come 
to some reasonable solution. It would be a pity if in this crisis 
you three would not agree and leave me without any proper gui- 
dance. I am anxious to help you all to the best of my ability and 
I see no difficulty in doing so, if you all agree. From the 16th 
onwards, for more than a week, I will be in Delhi. 

Yours sincerely, 
VallabhbhailPatel 

Sjt. Bhim Sen Sachar 
Lahore 
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27 November 1945 

My dear Duni Ghand, 

I have received your letter of the 24th inst. Maulana Mohd. 
Yasin met me in Bombay at the time of the AIGG meeting and 
we had a long talk about the Punjab situation. He was president 
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of thclPvinjab Provincial l]!ongress Workers’ Assembly and must 
dterefore having considerable influence, but his selection 
as a candidate for the Provincial Assembly and his choice for a 
constituency can be made by the Central Boiu-d and by himself res- 
pectively. it is not open for me to do so. You arc aware that die 
mating of the Central Board has been fixed by the President at 
Calcutta on the 4th, when the Punjab selections arc to be consi- 
dered. It would be improper for me to suggest anything for 
which I may not be able to secure approval. 

In the past attempts have. been made by fanatic Muslims and 
other interested persons on my life, but I have escaped by the 
grace of Providence, wliile, instead of me, some other persons 
have been killed. To take the life of any person is not in the 
hands of an individual or a group of persons. It resU with God 
only. If my work is finished in this world and am wanted else- 
where my life will end but it will be only in the m.inner in 
which it is destined to end and in no other way. However, I must 
thank you for your caution. 

I have got your letter to Sjt. Asuf Ali, who has fiuwarded it 
to me. It will be placed before the Boartl. 

Youis sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Lala Duni Chand 
Advocate 

Kripa Nivas Cottage 
Anibala City 
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Calcutta 
20 December 1045 


Sardar Patel 
Care Congress 
Bombay 

DISTRESSED TO LEARN SARDAR SARDUL SINGH DID NOT RECEIVE CON- 
GRESS NOMINATION. SEEK VOUR INTERVENTION. 

SARATBOSE 
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22 December 1945 


Sarat Bose 
Woodbum Park 
Calcutta 

YOUR WIRE. BOARD GAVE FULL AUTUORTTY TO KAULANA DAUD FOR 
SIKH NOtnNATIONS. HAVE WIRED ACCOMMODATE IF POSSIBLE. 

VALLABHBHAl 
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• Calcutta 

23 December 1945 

Sardar Patel 
Care Congress 
Bombay 

FAILED TO GET YOU PHONE LAST NIGHT THIS MORNING. SHALL TRY 
AGAIN TONIGHT. UNDERSTAND SARDAR INDER SINGH MILLOWNER 

CAWNPORE [now Kanpur] with no record pubuc work pre- 
ferred BY PUNJAB CONGRESS TO SARDUL SINGH. KINDLY RECTIFY 
WRONG DONE TO SARDUL SINGH. 

SARATBOSE 
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Calcutta 
23 December 1945 

My dear Sardar, 

I am enclosing herewith the relevant portion of Shri Ramrup 
Sharma’s letter to me dated the 18th inst. which was to hand 
yesterday. 

I could never anticipate that Sardar Sardul Singh would 
be refused Congress nomination and that a gentleman who has 
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never Hved in the Punjab and had no record of public work to hit 
credit, would be preferred by the Punjab CJongrcss. If you can 
do anything to rectify the wrong done to Sardar Sardui Sinah. I 
shall feel grateful. ^ 

Your telephone call yesterday came at a time when I was 
out. I tried to get you on the phone last night and also this 
morning but did not succeed. Fortunately, Nathalal got me on 
the phone last night and I told him that I would request Sjt. 
Suresh Chandra Majurndar [proprietor of Hindusthan Standard 
and Ananda Bazar Patrika, Calcutta] not to publish in his papers 
messages regarding the so-called contest for leadership of the 
Opposition of the Central Assembly. I spoke to Suresh Babu 
last night and he told me that he would give my message to the 
editors of his papers. 

I hope you are improving steadily. 

With kind regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

^ Sarat Chandra Bose 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 


ENCLOSURE 


I Mission Road 
Lahore 
18 December 1945 

My dear Sarat Babu Sahib, 

I regret to inform you that this time ajE^ain [Sardui Singh] Caveeshar 
has been refused the Congress ticket and one S. Indcr Singh, niillownrr, 
Cawnpur, who has never lived in the Punjab and is a UP man, hat 
been given the Congress ticket. This gentleman has no public work to hii 
credit. In the first instance he wrote to Master Tara Singli srrking the 
Panthic* ticket but when this was refused he appli^'d for the Congress ticket. 
For the Central Assembly scat S. Sant Singh was given prrfernue over 
Gaveesharji and nominated Congress candidate. S. Sant Singh was never a 
Congressman. He also applied for the Panthic ticket and when refused he 
applied for the Congress ticket which was given to him and the Congress 
lost the scat. 

If tried Congressmen arc put up against Panthic nominees one can under- 
stand but when millowncrs and millionaires arc allowed to put on the 


^ Oae devoted to cause of Sikh faith 
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Congress label, as has been done in the case of S. Inder Singh, Sikhs natu* 
rally feel that the Congress is putting up a fight not because they have 
better candidates but because they want to create friction anumgst the Sikhs. 
This feeling is getting stronger and naturally Congress prestige suffers. 

I know you are biuy with your Bengal affairs but situated as we are, 
we naturally look up to you for help and guidance. 

I have sent a telegram to Caveeshar Sahib intimating to him about the 
rejection of his application. He is alone in a small jail in the hills. You 
can imagine his feelings. 

° Yours sincerely, 

Ramrup Sharma 
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Lyallpur 
22 December 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Congress Parliamentary Board 
Bombay 

DISINTEGRATION AMONGST AKAUS STARTED. THEY STAND THOROUGHLY 
EXPOSED. PLEASE DECLINE ADJUSTMENT. LETTER FOLLOWS. 

SANTSINGH 
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26 December 1945 

My dear Sarat, 

I have received your letter of the 23rd inst. I am enclosing 
herewith a copy of a reply received by me from Maulana Daud 
Ghaznavi who was requested to accommodate [Sardul Singh] 
Caveeshar for the provincial seat. 1 tried my best but as I had 
expected I did not succeed. I am expecting a progress report from 
you since I left regarding the Provincial Assembly elections. I 
trust that things are going on well. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Shri Sarat Chandra Bose 
Calcutta 
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23 December 1945 


My dear Maulana Sahib, 

You know that the negotiations between the Congress and 
the Akalis have failed. Sard%r Baldev Singh has issued a state- 
ment vigorously attacking the Punjab Congress organisation for 
the failure and for some of thc^ nominations made by them. 1 am 
enclosing herewith a Press cutting for your perusal. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


ENCLOSURE 

EXTRACT 

Defining the attitude of the Sikhs, he said that the Sikhs would not tolerate 
the representative character of anyone regarding the Sikh scats unless we were 
satisfied that Sikh interest would be protected with the same zeal as the larger 
national interests. *‘The Sikhs have repeatedly made it clear tliat they stand fur 
the freedom and integrity of India; they stood with the Congress in tlie past 
and will continue to do so. Who in his srnsi's doubts tliis prevailing and unani* 
mous Sikh sentiment?” 
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I.ahorc 
30 December 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 

Powerfarm 

Bombay 

UNIONISTS AKALIS LEAGUERS COMMUNISTS VEHEMENTLY OEPOSINO 
CONGRESS CANDIDATES. REQUEST YOU ASK PANDIT JAWAHARI.AL 
TOUR PUNJAB SECOND OR THIRD WEEK JANUARY. PLEASE WIRE. 

M. DAUDOMAZNAVI 
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2 January 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of 30 December. We have no 
knowledge of any talk of compromjise with the Akalis to which 
you refer in*your letter. You say that you will be able to defeat 
Sardar Baldev Singh, but you dq not say anything about how 
many Sikh seats will be secured by the Congress. That really 
would be a test of Congress strength amongst the Sikhs. Defeat 
of a single individual would not solve our problem nor should it 
be regarded as a great victory. We have nothing personal against 
any individual. We are fighting for a cause for which we want 
to win all sections of people on our side. 

I regret I am not yet strong enough to come there. I would 
advise Congressmen in the Punjab to forget petty differences and 
face big issues with large mindedness and stout heart. There 
should be no quarrels or parties or factions amongst Congress- 
men in the Punjab, which is the key province and which holds the 
future of India in the balance. We must all unite and fight the 
forces of reaction and disintegration. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Dila Ram 

Secretary, Tehsil Congress Committee 
Rupar 


355 

EXTRACTS 


Bradlaugh Hall 
Lahore 
4 January 1946 


My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Both the Unionists and the Akalis are struggling to make 
use of the Congress in order to achieve power for themselves. 
Their main interest is not, and never has been, to assist the 
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GongrsBS to down the Milslim Lea^^c, but to achieve power even 
at the expense of the CSongress. 

I as the custodian of the honour and prestige of the Congress 
in this province cannot and will not allow the Congress to be 
made a pawn in this game of power politics. 

I now proceed to deal witli the matters mentioned in your 
letter detail by detail. It is the flrst time through your letter tliat 
I learnt that Baldev Singh qffered us half the seats.. Whenever 
Baldev Singh spoke to me either in your presence or in the pre- 
sence of Dr. Gopichand or whenever any message was given to 
me on his behalf either by his sccretan,' [B.S.] Gilani or by Dr. 
Gopichand, at no time was an offer of half the Sikh scats made to 
VIS. Baldev Singh has always said only this: “Let us sec who 
have the best chance and choose accordingly.*' But whenever the 
question of our best candidates cropped up, none of them, siraiigcly 
enough, in his opinion had a chance. 

You will recall that in Calcutta we were given a mandate by 
you to settle with the Akalis on the basis J:hat they would not 
put up their candidates against us in 16 or 17 scats. When 1 
and Dr. Gopichand on our return met Baldev Singh on two or 
three occasions, after difficult arguments, he agreed to this 
proposal which fell short of your mandate but in the interest of 
unity we accepted it. The proposal was: 

(i) that we would not be opposed by the Akalis in ten 
constituencies; 

(ii) that the Congress would not oppose the Akalis in ten 
constituencies; 

(iii) that we would have a contest in five scats between 
Congress and Akalis; 

(iv) that in 7 seats tlie Congress would not oppose the Aaklis 
because they thought that the Congress had no strong 
candidates to put up in these seats. 

We were ready to accept even this but ivhen the negotiations 
were nearing completion, in the presence of Dr. Gopichand, Sohan 
Singh, Jalal-Usman a lieutenant of Master Tara Singh, got up 
and opposed this and Baldev Singh was unable to carry it through 
with the Akalis. 

Subsequently we came to the following agreement with Baldev 
Singh. Some 16 or 17 Communists arc contesting Sikh scats, out 
of which four are serious candidates. We agreed that the Akalis 
should contest two seats against the Communists and we would 
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put up no candidates and that we shduld contest the two other 
Communist seats and that the Akalis would not put up their 
candidates for these two seats. This agreement was accepted by 
the Akalis and was brought into action. 

We have now declared 23 Sikh candidates and 3 more names 
will be announced, if favourable. Again there is a move by the Aka- 
lis offering six or seven seats only in which they will withdraw 
their candidates stating that in retigm we should withdraw all our 
candidates from all our seats. These six or seven include those two 
seats in which we are fighting the Gopimunists. This is no settlement 
at all. Sikh Nationalist Congressmen are adamant and declare 
that nowadays there can be no compromise. Their honour is at 
stake. Four weeks remain for the polling and at this stage to 
talk of letting our nationalist friends down is to commit suicide. 

In regard to the Hindu seats, the total is 35. Out of this 11 
rural seats belong to Ambala, four rural to Kangra and two 
rural to Hoshiarpur which are known as Jat or Rajput scats. 
The candidates non^inatcd to these seats are those whose nomi- 
nation was agreed to by Dr. Gopichand as also by all other parties 
except in one case. It is here that we have our main contest with 
the Unionists. 

Finally there are eight scheduled caste seats. By a resolution 
of the election board Dr. Gopichand was given the sole authority 
to make nominations to these seats and although the elections arc 
far advanced he has made announcements in respect of only four 
persons so far, one seat having been lost to the Unionists already 
by carelessness. We have pending applications from the other 
three Harijan scats and I am sure if funds are provided we can 
win all these Harijan seats. 

Originally we had 15 Muslim candidates and we dropped four 
as we did not want to press weak candidates. Out of the remaining 
11, eight are fairly strong and I have a strong feeling that six 
of our men must win provided we can give them adequate 
funds. 

Let me here make it clear that the advice given by Pandit 
Jawaharlal Nehru was to the effect that we must put up candi- 
dates everywhere in order that we should be able to create a 
favourable atmosphere for our propaganda. 

It is not by adjusting a seat here with the Akalis or a seat 
there with the Unionists that we could carry the flag of the Con- 
gress to victory in the province. 
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You will agree with me that it is wrong that any respon* 
sible worker should send misleading reports and not even inform 
me of what he is doing. 

Yours sincerely, 
M. Daud Ghaznavi 
President 

PP Congress Committee, Lahore 
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8 January 1946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have received your letter of the kh instant through Seth 
Sudarshan. You are under a misapprehension in believing that 
my last letter to you was based upon inforinatiun supplied to me 
by Dr. Gopichand. The fact is that 1 ha\e received several 
letters from various sources in the Punjab, both Congress and non- 
Congress. My letter contained the substaneg of all this informa* 
tion and the undercurrent of all these sources was i)raetically 
uniform. 

I have explained my position fully to Seth Sudarshan. Mr. 
Gilani came here at the time when Sudarshan was here and so 
they had also a frank talk in my presence. 

I had a letter from Mr. Bhim Sen Sachar and his opinion 
about the Punjab situation did not materially dilier from that 
given by Dr. Gopichand. Maulvi Gani also juel me here, three 
days ago and he also practically supported the same view. He 
asked for financial help and he said that all that was wanted was 
Rs. 2 lakhs and if that was given wc would get 51 scats. He tlid 
not know that I had sent Rs. 1 lakh previously. When Mr. Bhim 
Sen phoned to me, it was for the first time that I learnt aljont 
a much bigger demand. It was further improved upon in the 
budget which Seth Sudarshan brought to me. Dr. Gopichand’s 
estimate almost tallied with Maulvi Gani’i: demand. It is difii- 
cult for me to act under these conflicting demands, but if you, 
Mr. Bhim Sen and Dr. Gopichand sit together and frame a com- 
mon demand in agreement endorsed by all the three, 1 will have 
no hesitation in meeting your requirements. 

If the proposals for a settlement with the Akalis, which is 
being discussed by Seth Sudarshan and Mr. Gilani, result in some 
agreement, it may result in a substantial reduction of your 
estimate. 
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It must be clearly understood diat I will do my best to 
help you provided you help me in setting matters straight 
there. As things have been explained to Seth Sudardian in 
detail, I will not write all that I have to say in this letter, but if 
things go wrong there, the responsibility will not be mine but 
will have to be shared fully by all of you there. 

Yours sincerely, 

, Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana \f. Daud Ghaznavi 
President • 

Punjab PCC 
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5 January 1946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I invite your attention to a complaint received from Sardar 
Ajit Singh of Amritsar, of which a copy is enclosed herewith. 
Similar complaints have been received against the selection of 
Sardar Inder Singh signed by various people, including the Uni- 
ted Provinces Sikh Association. 

Maulvi Gani of Ludliiana saw me twice during the last two- 
three days. He wants me to give financial help for the Punjab 
and I have received your telegram today intimating that Seth 
Sudarshan is coming for that purpose. You must have received 
my letter sent through a messenger and I am awaiting your reply. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Daud Ghaznavi 
Lahore 
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Bagh Rama Nand 
Amritnr 
29 December 1945 


Dear Sardar Patd, ♦ 

Before coming to the point I wish to introduce myself to you. I am 
an old worker of the Congress from my boyhood when I was only 16 years 
old. I have been to jail for the Congress cause during my teens and am 
still a true soldier of the Congress. I am a voter of the Punjab Legislative 
AssemUy and have a large following of voters. 

The constituency to which I belong has been offered by the Punjab 
Congress to S. Inder Singh of Cawnpore, a capitalist and millowner. So far 
as I know he has not moved hu little finger for the cause of the Congress or 
the country and one fails to understand why such a man has been given 
the Congress ticket ignoring the ckims of men like St Sardul Singh Caveesliar 
and S. Singh who have dedicated their lives to the service of the 

country and have glorious records of sacrifices and sulTcrings to their credit. 
We voters who arc pledged to the Congress cause feel rather reluctant to cast 
our votes for this Congress candidate. 

Similar is the case of Dr. Saif-ud-Din Kitchlcw, the well-known Congress 
worker in the Punjab, whose claims have been ignored by the Congress Pmi- 
dent and who himself has taken the ticket for the siat originally promised 
to Dr. Kitchlew. The whole Congress organisation of the Punjab has 
become totally rotten due to unbridgeable party friction amongst the oflire- 
bcarers and requires immediate weeding out. We voters are now in a fix, 
specially in the case of S. Inder Singh, Congress candidate, while on tlie 
other hand Congress discipline demands from us the unconditional supp<>rt 
to the Congress candidate. Similar may be the case of voters in most o t ic 
constituencies of the Punjab. Truly speaking the Punjab Congress is a 
on the fair name of the grand organisation of the All India Congress. 

We seek your valuable advice in the matter and hope you will not 
withhold the same from us and oblige us at your earliest convenience. 

It is being openly talked in the bazar that Congress tickets are being 
sold to capitalists in the Punjab. 

Yours truly, 
Ajit Singh 
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5 January 1946 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of 29 December today. The 
selection of Sikh candidates was entrusted to the Punjab ingress 
president, Maulana Daud, and we know nothing about the selec* 
tion of Sardar Inder Singh from there. You must approach the 
Punjab election board for this purpose, as it is too late for us 
to interfere in this matter at this late stage. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sardar Ajit Singh 
Amritsar 
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Bindhachal 
6 January 1946 


My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I had not seen the statement of Sardar Baldev Singh which 
you have sent to me. We had directed Ghaznavi in Calcutta 
that he along with Dr. Gopichand and Pratap Singh [Kairon] 
should negotiate with the Akalis. He has informed me that no 
acceptable settlement is possible. However, if you consider that 
it would be better to reach a settlement, it can be possible even 
now. This can be done by withdrawing the Gongpress Sikh candi- 
dates against whom they may have an objection, and thus end 
the mutual opposition against the remaining candidates. I am 
sending a letter to Lahore and if Baldev Singh is in communi- 
cation with you, you may tell him what you consider best. I 
will fully agree with your view. 

Yours sincerely, 
A.K. Azad 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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Bombay 
10 January 1946 

My dear Maulana Sahib, 

I have received your leltcr of the 6tlj instant. In my pre- 
vious letter I had informed you that there is a possibility of tlie 
Sikh question in the Punjab being solved by an amicable settle- 
ment if the parties there agree on the tentative arrangement 
settled between Seth Sudarshan and Mr. Gilani here. I am 
awaiting the result on their report. Perhaps you will hear 
about it at Delhi. 

Mr. Gilani had brought a letter from Bakiev Singh to me, 
but as Seth Sudarshan was present, 1 asked him to discuss 
the whole question with Gilani and come to some understanding, 
if possible. He has done so, and so I had tv make no suggestion. 

The most important question, so far as the Punjab is r(»n- 
cerned, is the determination of our attitude towards the Union- 
ist Party, because soon after the elect ir»ns anr over there will 
be no time left to settle this matter. The Congress in the Punjab 
is not united and as there is no responsible men there who can 
settle this matter, we must do so at Delhi when we meet. 

I have received your telegram today fixing the IGth as the 
date of the board’s meeting and I am reaching Delhi on that 
day at about 1 1-30 a.m. by air from Ahmedabad. 1 am staying 
with the Birlas there. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Maulana Abul Kalam Azad 
Bindhachal 
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8 January 1946 

My dear Gopichand, 

You know that Seth Sudarshan had come here with a letter 
from Maulana Daud particularly .with the object of securing 
financial help. The budget that he has sent is about six lakhs of 
rupees. You must have known aboiit it by this time. Mr. Bhim 
Sen Sachar had telephoned to me before Sudarshan was sent, 
suggesting that they wanted five lakhs of rupees. I had told 
him then that his demand had come as a surprise to me. I 
had also told him that I had written a letter to you and to 
Maulana Daud. It was also suggested by me that you three 
should meet together and come to some adjustment and make 
a common demand, so that I may be able to help. 

Gilani has come; here also. He and Sudarshan had a discus- 
sion in my presence. They have, after a good deal of discus- 
sion, come to a tentative agreement about the Sikh constituen- 
cies, and if this agreement is adopted there, perhaps much of 
the trouble would disappear. 1 have written to Sardar Baldev 
Singh, and I am enclosing herewith copies of my letters to Mau- 
lana Daud and to Sardar Baldev Singh and Bhim Sen Sachar 
for your information. If your attitude would be helpful and all 
of you think that this is a good workable arrangement, it should 
be allowed to go through. 

I am distressed to find that you are being isolated, i.e. you 
are losing your friends one after another and you are not frank 
with them, nor are they frank with you. Seth Sudarshan was 
your man. I find that there is a distance between him and you. 
You cannot afford to lose your men like this. However, these 
are matters on which we can talk when we meet. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Gopichand Bhargava 
Lahore 
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1 Bromhead Road 
Lahore 
5 January 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, . 

I have written to you a separate letter today giving some 
details of the activities of local Congressmen whicli have created 
a most unfortunate situation in this province. Here I would like 
to a few observations on matters which Malik Khizr Hyat 

and I have discussed: 


1. Owing to growing complications within the local Congress 
ranks — complications which have prevented any possibility of 
mutual confidence between Malik Sahib and local Congress 
leaders — it has not been possible to arrive at any arrangement 
for post-election co-operation as between th(* Congress Party and 
Malik Sahib’s party. This is most unfortunate even for election 
purposes. The position today is that, contrary to the iintler- 
standing given by Maulana Azad, the local Congn*ss is fighting 
the elections without any consideration for cither the Unionist 
candidates or Sikh candidates. 


2. Presuming that at some near date or immediately after the 
elections, the Congress does agree to either support Malik Sahib s 
party in the Legislature or joins the Ministry on sf>mc agreed 
political programme, the position today is that if it is the anti- 
Gopichand group wliich predominates in the Congress Parly, then 
Malik Sahib will find it almost impossible to co-operate with the 
Congress Party. The collaboration will Ijc most shaky and entirely 
without mutual confidence. You will appreciate that any 
legislative programme or ministerial combine will be unsafe Ixith 
for the province and for its stability. 


If some collaboration with Malik Sahib is still contemplated, 
if only to keep the Muslim League out, it is most essential now 
not to encourage anti-Gopichand party men. Please j^r 
presumption, but I make bold to say, as explaxne m ® ^ 
panying letter, that candidates put up by the loca .. 

in fLt not Congressmen at aU. It is therefore easy to get nd 

of them at this stage. 
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Malik Sahib has made it plain that if the Congress do want 
his collaboration, he should not be made to accept men on 
whom he cannot rely. He is quite prepared to have the colla- 
boration of Or. Gopichand and of such Congressmen on whom 
Malik Sahib and Gopichand can agree. 

3. Regarding the Sikh position, I am constrained to say that 
precisely for reasons explained above, and unless the rot in 
Congress ranks can be arrested, a group may arise which will 
tend to work against the Congress group witliin the Legislature. 
What its implications might be I, can not foresee at this stage. 
All I will say is that it has not been an easy task for me to 
weaken the anit-Congrcss elements among the Sikhs. These 
elements may raise their heads again, if there is the least fear — 
as I have explained in the other letter,— of some Congressmen 
seeking political alliance with the League. The anti-Congress 
Sikhs will, in such a case, do likewise and break up Sikh 
nationalist solidarity, built up with so much labour. 

4. I would earnestly beg you to give due weight to my 
observations. You may discuss the matter with your colleagues, 
for the situation is grave enough in the province, but I would 
not like you at this stage to disclose the source of this informa- 
tion. The position of Malik Sahib is most delicate. 

Yours sincerely, 
Baldev Singh 
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8 January 1946 

My dear Sardar Baldev Singh, 

I have received your letter of the 5th instant through Mr. 
Gilani yesterday. It is unfortunate that Punjab affairs have 
become more complicated. If you had been able to come to 
Calcutta when a message was sent, perhaps things would have 
taken a turn for the better. Yesterday both Seth Sudarshan and 
Mr. Gilani met at my place. They had frank and free discus- 
sions and as a result of this they have agreed upon some proposals 
for the settlement of the Congress-Akali dispute regarding the 
elections. They are both coming there and if these proposals 
are accepted by you and the local Congress, this unfortunate 
chapter may end and so far as the Congress and the Akalis are 
concerned, it may also clear the way for a better understanding 
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between the Ck>ngress aftd the Unionist Party. As these two 
friends have s^eed on a common formula with concrete propo- 
sals, it will be, I hope, easy for both parties to accept it. If 
you will contribute your own share in the settlement in the proper 
spirit, I think that the affairs will be straightened there. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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30 January 1946 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 26th inst. The election 
results are not surprising. In the communal electorates, no better 
result can be expected when communal feelings arc worked up 
on communal slogans. It is nut possible to win the gooilwill of 
the Muslim majority so long as these constitutional barriers arc 
not removed. The remedy you suggest is ndt likely to solve the 
problem. We have a Muslim president in the Congress since 
five years and it has not affected the result, but this is a cpiestion 
of high politics which cannot be discussed in corresjxnidcncc 
or in public. It is for the Working Committee to give a proper 
lead to the Congress at the proper time. No individual member 
can do so without breach of etiquette or propriety. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. Amrit Lai Malhotra 
C/o Hitkari Bros. 

Jhelum 
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Warris Road 
Lahore 
10 February 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Many thanks for your kind letter received through my man 
and also for your generous help to Dr. Gopichand. 

Affairs in Sind have taken an adverse turn. Maulana Sahib s 
offer of coalition to the League came as a great surprise after 



302 


SASDAR PATEL’s GOUUBSPONDENGE 


what you had already settled. I am ' afiraid this has not been 
without its repercussions here. Somehow these offers come at 
a time when people b^in to see the end of communaliSm and 
then the same old fears start afresh again. Anti-Muslim League 
Muslims cannot understand these things, nor can the rest of us. 
Coming at this time, the news was upsetting, as you will doubt- 
less appreciate. 

You must have heard the good news that Dr. Gk>pichand has 
defeated his opponent. He work^ against heavy odds and 
opposition came from wholly unexpected quarters. His victory is 
the one relieving feature in so many difficulties with which the 
province is faced. 

The aftermath of no settlement with the Sikhs is disconcer- 
ting, to say the least. Bitterness is going deep and is spreading. 
Already there are the old whispers of a pro-League drift all over 
again, which I must not conceal from you. All this along with 
what I have said above makes a sorry picture. And yet we 
struggle on with faith. My hope is that somehow you will yet 
find it possible to give this province your helping hand. By this 
time next week, the result of the current elections will be clearer 
than they arc today. I will, if possible, speak to you on the 
phone if you are in Bombay. 

Yours sincerely, 
B.S. Gilani 


366 

13 February 1946 

My dear Gilani, 

I have received your letter of the 10th inst. 

In Sind the Governor, who is reputed to be pro-League, is 
trying his hand at the game and he has unduly favoured the 
League leader in calling him. His act was thoroughly unconsti- 
tutional, but I hope that this false show will not last long. 

Maulana’s offer is his own and is not likely to affect much. 
He went to Assam and made a similar offer which is still pend- 
ing. Nothing is going to come out of it. 

Dr. Gopichand’s success was certain but I hear that R. B. 
[Rai Bahadur] Mukandlal Puri worked for him wholeheartedly. What 
were the odds against him, I have not yet learnt from anybody. 
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The Sikh question is giving us trouble and so long as Master 
Tara Singh is the leader of the Akali party, there is hardly any 
chance of easing the situation. He makes bitter attacks on the 
Congress and dirts with the League and the Government alter- 
natively. In the Frontier, where he should support the Congress 
he has been fighting unnecessarily. ’ 

I do not know what is the strength of the Unionists at this 
stage. If the Unionists maintain their position vis-a-vis the 
League, as was expected, everything will be all right but if it 
is weakened, it would be bad for the Congress. Other difficulties 
will be straightened if the Unionist front against the League is 
not weakened. 

For the next fortnight I am busy here as I have to make 
final selections of candidates of Nagpur, Andhra, Tamil Nad, 
Kerala and Orissa. I have also to look to the Bombay provincia! 
elections. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. B.S. Gilani 
Lahore 
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Lahore 
18 February 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Many thanks for your kind letter of the 13lh. received yester- 
day. Dr. Gopichand will have seen you by the time this reaches 
your hands and you will have all the information from him. 
The havoc caused by Maulana [AzadJ Sahib's olfcr of coalition to 
the League is becoming more apparent as Punjab election results 
are being announced. Most of us doubt today if the Unionists 
get more than 25 Muslim seats. If however tliey succeed in 
forming the Ministry, this number might wll exceed 45. 

You’ll have to tackle the Sikh problem with sympathy. For 
the moment I am having to listen to all manner of “abuse” — 
an unpleasant situation for the moment. The fact is that there 
is little prospect of any change in leadership — more so on account 
of the bitterness of the fight pitted against Sardar Baldcv Singh. 
If as I hope you’ll come here soon, I would request you to stay 
with S. Baldev Singh. He has already invited you. This gesture 
will make a lot of dilTerence. 
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A word about Indian Christian dhndidates for Madras. I 
hope you will very kindly accept my suggestions. 1 h^ar Dr. 
Ram Chandra Rao is being offered a seat in the Upper House. 
His place is in the Assembly and he is a certain win, in a Catho- 
lic city — though himself a Protestant. The Catholic candidate 
has little support. Kindly also keep in mind Mr. Pias from 
Mangalore, Mr. Roche Victoria from Tuticorin and both Mr. 
and Mrs Massilamani Pillai of the same place. Dr. John of 
Madras wi^ have little support. In Madura, Thomas Daniel 
was recommended for the Centre; he will be a good man to 
win in that area. 

With respects. 

Yours sincerely, 
B.S. Gilani 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Bombay 
24 February 1946 

My dear Gilani, 

It seems it is Providence’s will that prevents my coming to 
the Punjab; every time something or other happens. This time 
I had fixed my programme and informed all concerned, booked 
my passage by air also, but at the last moment I had to abandon 
the visit on account of the very grave situation that developed 
here and it was not possible for me to leave Bombay in such a 
condition. About 250 people have been shot dead and about 
1,000 have been wounded. Never before such a thing has 
happened in the history of Bombay. The Defence Forces except 
the Army in Bombay are all on strike and the naval ratings had 
a pitched battle with the military guards, resulting in a general 
strike in the city as a demonstration of sympathy towards them. 
This involved the city into considerable trouble; continuous 
conflicts between the goondas’ and the military resulted in heavy 
casualities of many innocent people. I cannot leave the city 
in this condition and so Punjabis must settle their problems amon- 
gst themselves with the help of Maulana. I trust there will be 
no quarrel as he also wants to settle with the Unionists and 
Akalis. 


^ Hoodlums 
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is consixlerably crippled and thcheriitence 
pcecarioiK Widi the acceptance of office in coalition ^rith the 
Cknigresi and the Akalis, they may be able to inen^thS 
■trens^ after some time, but for the present they have been 
floored. The Alcalis wiU be guided by Master Tara Singh and 
his colleagues, who are a difficult lot to deal witii. They dis- 
trust everybody and their policy is uncertain. Let us hope th.n- 
wiU be all right. » ^ 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Pa^ 

Sjt. B.S. Gilani 
Lahore 


369 

20 February 1946 

My dear Bhim Sen, 

I have received your letter of tlic 14th inst. Dr. Gopichand 
has also come here to acquaint me with the situation. 1 had 
requested Maulana [Azad] Sahib to proceed to Lahore .is soon as 
possible. Unfortunately he was not well but I telephoned to him in 
the morning and he is coming there on the 25th or 26th latest. 
He will be in Peshawar on the 23rd and 24th. Perhaps Ids pre- 
sence may not be needed before the 25th, as all tlie election 
results will not be out before that. 

It is unfortunate that the Unionist Party has suffered a set- 
back. Its strength has been greatly reduced. Tlic League has 
scored better than expected. It is not good for the province nor 
for the country. We have therefore not much to enthuse over 
our strength. I see that there is no piossibility of our getting any 
seat from the Muslim constituencies nor have the independent 
Muslims any chance. It means that all our efforts and resources 
there have been wasted and all hopes given were false and the 
calculations and expectations were wrong. 

There is a lot of misapprehension prevailing in the Punjab 
about our attitude. I do not know why it should be .so. We can 
have no truck with the League. Our position regarding coali- 
tion with the Unionists and the Akalis stands unaffected and with 
the combination of three forces, the League will have no chance. 
Of course, it will give more trouble because of its strength at the 


S. C. n-20 
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p(^, but if we can handle the situation with a simt of sacrifice 
and with unity, we will still be able to bnirii aside all. difficul- 
ties. I do wish that the Congress ranks will realise how ddicate 
the situation is and will resist the temptation of runnii]^ after offi- 
ces and entering into competition for getting a due share of 
posts. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Bhim Sen Sachar 
Lahore 
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Bombay 
13 February 1946 

My dear Gopichand, 

I have received your wire of the 12th inst. reading: 

“wras WHEN CAN I MEET YOU. POLUNO FIN1SHE8 FIFTEENTH RESULTS 
LATEST TWBNTYTHIRD. CONVENIENTLY START 17tH.** 

and my reply has also been telegraphed to you today as fol- 
lows: 

“your wire, can meet ninbtbentb." 

If you start on the 17th according to your wire, you can 
reach here on the 19th. 1 am here during that week or pro- 

bably during the whole of the second fortnight and hence you 
can come whenever you like. 

1 see from Press reports that there were troubles in some 
Muslim constituencies and the election results will be delayed. 

Reports received here from independent sources convey an 
impression that the League is getting stronger and the Union- 
ists’ strength is crippling. 1 do not know what is the real position. 
In any case, it seems clear that neither the Congress nor the in- 
dependents will get any Muslim seats except one or two. The 
Sikh position is not very clear, but evidently they seem to be 
angry urith the Congress. More can be known when you come 
here. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Gopichand Bhaigava, MLA 
Lahore 
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Bombay 
13 February 1946 

My dear Seth Sudarshan, 

I have received your telegram of the 11th inst. regarding 
Una General Rural Rajput »constitucncy in which the Unionist 
candidate, Rai Sahib Harichand, withdrew in the middle of 
polling and hence the Ciongress candidate, Pandit Mohanlal, 
wins. This evidently means that you have taken one of die 
Hindu seats from the Unionists. It is not a great consolation. 
What we want in Punjab is to cripple the League’s strength or 
to gain a large number of seats from the Akalis. Evidently there is 
no sign of the Congress getting any strengUi at the cost of die 
League or the Akalis. From all reports received through indepen- 
dent sources, it appears that the Unionist party is being crippled 
and the League is getting stronger. If that is true, all our other 
successes will be of less value comparatively from the political point 
of view. I am therefore more interested in knowing die position 
of the Unionists vis-a-vis the League, and am still more inte- 
rested to know how many seats the Congress or the independent 
Muslims will get from the Muslim constituencies. I also want to 
know how many Sikh seats will be gained by the Congress. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Seth Sudarshan 

C/o The Punjab Provincial Congress Committee 

Bradlaugh Hall 

Lahore 
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TELEGRAM 

23 February 1946 

(1) Doctor Gopichand 
Lahore 

(2) Maulana Daud 
Lahore 


REGRET VERY GRAVE SITUATION 

LAHORE visrr. 


HWPW NECESSITATES CANCELLATION 
VALLABHBHAI 
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Poona 

6 November 1945 

My dear Dr. Ghoithram,' 

I get reports from Sind from various sources which are dis- 
turbing. Sind Congressmen appear to be still agitated about the 
inclusion of Mr. Nihchaldas Vazirani. However unpleasant the 
decision may be, in the interest of the future work of the Con- 
gress in the province, Congressmen should accept it in good 
spirit and proceed further unanimously and with one voice. 

I hear you intend to drop Mr. [Bhai] Pratap. 1 am afraid 
it will create difficulties of a serious nature. He has been helping 
you all in all your activities and his omission will be resented by 
his friends who are very influential in the Congress. I am told he 
would be very helpful in the Assembly under the present condi- 
tions and if he is given the Congress ticket his seat is secure and 
perhaps there will be no contest. His omission may result in [our] 
losing the seat. I would advise you to reconsider the whole situa- 
tion before sending your proposals to the Centre. 

1 also hear another more disturbing report, which is about 
the possibility of Mr. Sidhwa’s omission. I hope your committee 
will not make such a grievous mistake. Its repercussions will 
not only be provincial but will have disturbing consequences on 
a wider sphere. 

When should I expect your proposals and what is the date 
fixed for nomination? 

I am glad the Central Assembly election has been won with- 
out any opposition. What about the Muslim seat in the Centre? 
Is the position of the League serious and has the opponent any 


1 Congress leader of Sind; IVesident, Sind PCG before Independence; chief 
spdKsman of Sind in Congress organisation 
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Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Dr. Choithram Gidwani 
G/o The Hindu 
Karachi 
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TELEGRAM 


Karachi 
8 November 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Poona 

RECEIVED. EVTOENTLY INCORRECT REPORTS REACHINO YOU. 
SIDHWA ALREADY SELECTED. REGARDING BHAl PRATAP BOARD UN- 
ANIMOUSLY FELT IMPOSSIBLE OVERRIDE CLAIMS VISHNU SHARMA 
STAUNCH CONGRESSMAN THIRTY YEARS STANDING. BOARD REPRESENTS 
VARIOUS GROUPS. ALL DECISIONS FINALLY UNANIMOUS. EXPECT GOOD 
NUMBER UNCONTESTED SEATS. 

CHOITHRAM 
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Poona 

10 November 1945 

My dear Ghoithram, 

I have just received your telegram. Bhai Pratap has already 
sent his appeal. He has written to Kripalani also. A number of 
Amils from 27 Amil Colony have sent a representation which, 
among other things, states that any other candidate will be certain- 
ly opposed by a Hindu Mahasabha candidate or other influential 
Bhaibandh, which will certainly endanger the sure Congress 
seat and that if Bhai Pratap is selected this seat would go un- 
contested. It is also alleged that his omission has aroused feel- 
ings which have travelled in two neighbouring constituencies and 
endangered two more seats. But it is for you all to consider. I 
must just keep you informed of what is being received from there. 
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I read in the Press today that the Muslim League has taken 
action against Haroon’s opponent. What are his chances? Is he 
likely to defeat Haroon? Notice has also been issued against 
Syed. But probably this is a domestic quarrel and in the end they 
would all make up, perhaps after the elections. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Ghoithram Gidwani , 

Karachi 
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EXTRACTTS 

Trade Unions’ Office 
Kutchery Road 
Karachi 
14 November 1945 

My dear Sardar Vallabhbhai, 

You know indefatigable Dr. Popatlal very well. He has 
been om representative in the Sind Legislative Assembly for the 
last seven years and on account of his integrity, political acumen, 
and identifying himself with the cause of the poorer classes of 
society, coupled with persistent hard work both inside and out- 
side the Legislature, has won the confidence and affection of 
the people of his constituency and, I daresay, of the Congress Party 
in the Assembly as well as of the Congress for his sense of discipline 
and loyalty. In my opinion he has been an acquisition to the 
Congress Party in the Assembly. 

It is therefore difficult to imagine why he has been displaced. 
When the Sind Congress Parliamentary Board have adopted 
not only a non-Gongressman but who was actively engaged in aid- 
ing the war effort and, according to the Karachi Daily edited by 
Dr. Tarachand J. Lalwani, an erstwhile Congressman, is addicted 
to liquor. 

Yours sincerely, 
Narayandas 
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25 November 1945 

My dear Narayandas, 

I was extremely delighted to sec your letter of the 14th 
inst. after a very long time. X know Dr. Popatlal myself. He has 
rendered very useful service in the Sind Legislative Assembly 
during his term of office, but ^is omission must not be construed 
to mean that he is in any way inferior to the one who is selected 
in his place or that any reflection is meant by the omission. It is 
difficult to make a choice between two good Congressmen, who are 
both Gujaratis and who have served the Congress well in the 
past. Why can’t they settle the question amongst themselves? 
The local committee may have some good reasons for their deci- 
sion. After all, they are all honest, sincere Congress leaders of the 
province. It is difficult to override their recommendation. Be- 
sides, 1 am one of the seven members of the Central Board, who 
will have to decide this question. No single member has any 
authority to hear appeals over the provincial recommendations. 
The general policy of the Board is to approve the recommenda- 
tion of the local committee, if it is unanimous. In this case, there 
is considerable feeling for Dr. Popatlal, but both Dr. Popatlal and 
Seth Haridas are good friends and you should advise them to 
settle this question amongst themselves. I cannot say what the 
decision of the Board will be. 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri Narayandas Bechar 
Trade Unions’ Office 
Kutchery Road 
Karachi 
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26 November 1945 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 20th inst. You must be 
aware that Sjt. Kripalani had writttyi to Dr. Ghoithram and Sjt. 
Jairamdas to persuade Maharaj Vishnu Sharma to make room 
for you. He had wired to me also, making a similar suggestion 
and I had communicated that suggestion by telegram to Dr. 
Ghoithram. I do not know the result as I have received no 
reply, but I understand that both of them are coming to Bom- 
bay on Wednesday, the 28th, when it will be possible to know 
the final decision. Whatever happens, I am sure you will take 
the decision cheerfully and will not be disturbed with any feel- 
ing of disappointment. 

Yours sincerely, 

‘ Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Pratap Dialdas 
Karachi 
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Mirpurkhas 

Sind 

26 November 1945 


Dear Sardarji, 

I am a member of the selection committee as appointed by 
the SPGG, to select candidates for the Gongress ticket for the 
ensuing general Assembly elections. The committee went round 
each constituency to study the situation on the spot, and elicited 
views of all shades of people and Gongress workers, and after an 
exchange of views and due deliberations have submitted its un- 
animous recommendations. As natural, some of the applicants 
were disappointed and I am told that some of the disappointed 
persons have appealed to the Gentral Parliamentary Board. 

It is the inherent right of such persons, and the Gentral 
Parliamentary Board is equally competent to uphold the appeals 
and set aside tlie recommendations of the selection board. It is 
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rathor curious, when it is being freely suggested, that the Central 
Parliamentary Board intends to upset some decisions, specially the 
Hyderabad urban constituency, from where Maharaj Vishnu 
Sharma has been recommended. Such a statement from a candi* 
date of Bhai Pratap’s calibre, who claims to be a very disciplined 
Congressman, is certainly deplorable. 

With kind regards, 

• Yours sincerely, 

Vatanmal 
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1 December 1945 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of 26 November. I am surprised to 
read your letter, especially because you happen to be a member 
of the selection committee of your province. ,It appears you have 
not understood your responsibility. The decisions of the Sind 
Provincial Congress Committee are mere recommendations, and 
they have no authority to make any final choice. Tliey have only 
to report on applications and therefore there is no question of 
appeal. Decisions have to be taken now by the Central Board and 
they are not bound to accept any recommendation. 

Your insinuation that the selection committee was not 
allowed to function without interference from the authority of the 
Central Board is wholly unfounded. There has been no inter- 
ference at all with your committee’s work because there was no 
need for it, as the final authority rests with the Central Board, 
You assume too much when you think that there was interference 
within your duty. You have got an exaggerated idea of your 
authority and therefore you think that any advice given is inter- 
ference. All applicants have a right to come to the Central 
Board to put their case and it is open to ’.he Central l»ard to 
reject every one of your recommendations. You may therefore 
think again in terms of your own responsibility and authority. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Dr. Vatanmal G. Gidwani, C.M. & S. 

Gulabsing Dispensary 

Mirpurkhas 

Sind 
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2 December 1945 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter entitled “My appeal to the Con- 
gress High Command to resolve the Sind Congress muddle.” 
[See enclosure]. I do not understand why you suggest that the 
Congress claims that its voice should be considered as the voice of 
Allah [God]. Certainly the Congress has a right to function as an 
organisation and it does select its candidates and proposes to place 
them before the electorate as its nominees, for their choice. The 
voters are free to vote as they like and all other organisations or 
individuals are also at liberty to oppose them. 

Your statement that the selection board does not enjoy the 
confidence of the provincial Congress committee is not borne 
out by facts. The board was deliberately made representative of 
all groups within thb provincial Congress committee and there- 
fore it was unanimously adopted by that committee. 

Forty members out of 48 were present; therefore, when you 
say that it did not enjoy the confidence of the provincial Congress 
committee, it appears to be inconsistent with facts. The compo- 
sition of the board is known to you. 

The candidates recommended are all opposed to Mr. G. M. 
Syed and the Muslim League, because both Mr. Syed and the 
Muslim League represent the same ideology, and they were selec- 
ted irrespective of party considerations. I see no reason to suppose 
that any group of candidates would support either Mr. Syed or 
the League. 

All the recommendations except two are unanimous and it 
may always be argued with a degree of plausibility that any candi- 
date who has been rejected has been a victim of injustice. 

I see no reason why Maharaj Vishnu Sharma, if finally adop- 
ted, would not be elected unopposed, or if opposed, would not 
secure a thumping majority. The Congress strength today is not 
what it was in the last elections. It is much stronger than ever 
before. Therefore any candidate selected by the Congress will 
succeed without any difiiculty. 

Wherever it was necessary, the provincial Congress committee 
has acconunodated candidates from outside its own organisation. 
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Scfli Siron^ lutt never been in the C>)ngr^ It is not expe- 
dient nor advisable to give reasons for the rejection of 
<^<hdate, M the p^eedings of the selection committee are conh- 
dential and therefore it would be inadvisable to enter into a 
controversy on the comparative merits of candidates. It must 
however, be understood that the rejection of any candidatur^ 
does not necessarily involve any slur on the candidate rejected. 

*T*i* what you mean to suggest in your L-ist 

para. The Congress cannot abandon its political functions and 
surrender its rights and respoiisibilities to any other organisation, 
however more representative it may be, but there is nothing to 
prevent the Sarva Sindh Hindu Panchayat, if it wants, to put its 
own candidates in the field. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Jethmal Parsram 
Karachi 


ENCLOSURE 

EXTRACT 

MY APPEAL TO THE CONGRESS HIGH COMMAND TO RESOLVE 
THE SIND CONGRESS MUDDLE 

To cut the story short, as the Congress Party by itself is not able to 
meet the situation, they must be helped by a group of patriotic people 
detached and disinterested, in bringing about rapprochement between the 
smtagonistic groups in Sind on the simple question of “Sind” without inter- 
ference from outside Sind in internal matters and a common programme of the 
common man in Sind. 

Jethmal Parsram 
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20 December 1945 

Dear Nihchaldas, 

I got your letter at Calcutta on the same date on which 
your letter to Maulana [Abul Kalam Azad] Sahib dated the 7 th 
inst. was received. 

From the result of Mr. Rashidi’s election, it is clear that all 
optimistic calculations were not justified and there were other 
reasons for his failure than those that were imagined. Probably 
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his own personal reputation and character contributed more 
than the reasons which you thought were responsible for his &i- 
lure before the result was known. However, that is all past. 

Today’s papers report that the League High Command did 
not dare to do anything against Syed and they have settled with 
him for the present. The question is what will be the repercussions 
of this settlement and how far it affects our own chances. 

I understand Vishnu Sharma’^ opponent has withdrawn his 
candidature. Let us hope there will be more withdrawals before 
scrutiny in the non-Muslim constituencies. What is the posi- 
tion in the Nawabshah constituency now? 

Hope you all will now be able to work in co-operation for 
the Muslim constituencies contest. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Nihchaldas Vazirani 
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Mulchand Street 
Hyderabad (Sind) 
23 December 1945 

My dear Vallabhbhai, 

I received today, 23rd, your letter of the 20th sent by air 
mail. It bore the Bombay stamp of 21st. It seems letters from 
Bombay to Hyderabad take two days, whether they come by 
rail direct or by air via Delhi. This letter, written on the night 
of the 23rd, may reach you on the 25th by air via Karachi. 

I have posted you today by rail cuttings explaining the 
latest developments in League affairs. The reference therein to 
Allama Mashriqi* is much exaggerated. Mr. Syed was to come 
here tonight. I will know tomorrow what transpires further. He 
is so far much depressed and dejected. It is certain that he feels 
he has no future except in the League. 

The Azad Muslims* nominees and other independents who 
are being supported by Khan Abdul Samad Khan* and Con- 
gressmen are in all about 18. The estimate of those in the know 
is that about six or seven of these will win. The policy of sup- 

1 Founder of Khaksar movement, a band of fanatics who wore Hiaki 
uniforms and carried spades as symbol of militant politics 

^Ciongress leader of Baluchistan known as Baluchi Gandhi 
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pord^ a ^cr number and those more reliable instead of 
spreadmg eflFort over many may have been a v,iscr one. It is vet 
too early to say whether or not a League ministry can be 
prevented. It will aU depend on the number of reliable anti- 
Leaguers who succeed. 


-nicre is much uncertainty as to who will ultimately contest 
in the Mushm constituencies as some withdrawals are still expected 
In Hyderabad district, a Syed group candidate took money anti 
retired, leaving the field to the League candidate. It may take 
a few days for the situation to clear. 

1 was sorry to read that you were feeling the strain of Cal- 
cutta and the rail journey. 1 hope you will soon get over it at 
Bombay. 

1 am keeping well. 


Love to Maniben. 


Yours sincerely, 
Jairam 


PS. 

Before this reaches you may read of Mr. Syed’s further 
step. I think it will weaken him and so strengthen the Khurho 
party. 


J. D. 
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26 December 1945 

My dear Jairamdas, 

I have received your letter of the 23rd inst. The nomina- 
tions and scrutiny being over, I expect a full report from you 
both as regards non-Muslim and Muslim constituencies and also 
the special constituencies. I also expect to hear from you about 
the estimate you gave me at Calcutta in conj'ultation with Khan 
Abdul Samad Khan. The proposals for contesting Muslim scats 
were given to me when your estimate W’as given. Do these propo- 
sals hold good or is there going to be any change? 

Hope you are doing well. 


Sri Jairamdas Doulatram 
Hyderabad (Sind) 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Congress House 
Giigaon 
Bombay 
24 December 1945 

My dear Sidhwa, 

I see from the Press that you have been elected unopposed. 
I am very glad to learn that and I congratulate you for the same. 

The split between the two sections of the local League has 
been joined for the time being and Syed’s nominations have been 
accepted in spite of his defiance. I should like to know from you 
what is the present position. The nominations and scrutiny must 
have been over by this time. How many nominations have been 
filed on behalf of the Congress in the Muslim constituencies and 
how many have been filed by Independent candidates against 
the League candidates? What are the chances? Please give me 
a full pictvure of the present position as soon as possible. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sri R. K. Sidhwa, MLA 
Victoria Road 
Karachi 
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Victoria Road 
Karachi 
4 January 1946 


My dear Sardar Sahib, 

As regards the split in the League, you must have since read 
in the papers that Syed has completely broken off his relations 
with Jinnah’s League and set up his candidates in various consti- 
tuencies which number 11. All these, including Syed, have been 
expelled from the League. From my reports in Sind there are 
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chances of Syed’s seven out of 11 being returned. Syed is certain 
The League has nominated all 35 members. Jamiat-ul-Ulcma 
and the Muslim Board which are controlled by Maulvi Maliomed 
Sadiq and Abdul Samad Khan of Baluchistan have set up 15 candi- 
dates, some of whom are independents. Maula Bux himself has 
not taken any ticket as he thinks as an Independent he has sure 
chances of success. About 8 are supported financially. Out of the 
15 nominated by the Jamiat, the Muslim Board and Indepen- 
dents I think only six or seven are likely to be returned. If tltis 
figure turns out to be correct, then even we will have gained much. 
If we succeed in all the 20 general seats we are contesting, which 
I hope, and one (Nawabshah) which you have left open, both 
have declared to join the Congress if they are successful, then 21 
with one labour added (22) seven from Muslims (Jamiat and 
Independents) would make 29; we will require two more to bury 
Pakistan in Sind. 1 am aiming at that. 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 


Yours sincerely, 
K. K. Sidhwa 
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8 January 1946 

My dear^Sidhwa, 

1 have your letter of the 4th inst. Pandit Jawaharlal’s tour 
is to be finished today, and it is reported tliat at one or two 
important places of contest, the opponents of the Congress have 
withdrawn. It is good news. I trust that this tour will result in 
consolidating the Congress position and all the 22 Hindu scats 
will be captured without any difficulty. With the consolidation of 
our forces, the question of defeating the League will be much 
easier. The only thing that we should guard against is the 
possibility of disruption in the Congress ranks after the elections. 
This time there should be no disunity, no split, no quarrels. If 
we fail, we shall have to hang our heads in shame. 

I propose to go to Ahmedabad on the 12th and from there 
to proceed to Delhi on or about the 17th. Please keep me inform- 
ed of the situation there. 

With best wishes. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri R. K. Sidhwa 
Karachi 



CHAPTER vni 

ORIYA-ANDHRA PULLS 


388 . 


« 


Gamp: Sambalpur 
4 November 1945 


Most Revered Sardaiji, 

I have the honour to submit herewith a true copy of my 
representation which was made in pursuance of a direction of 
[the Congress] President, [Abul Kalam] Azad to the secretary of 
the Utkal PCG. You may be kind enough to take note of the 
profaned name of Babu Prahlad Rai Lath so that his purse shall 
not be able to purchase the people of Utkal in order to bamboozle 
you with respect to the Congress ticket for the forthcoming pro- 
vincial election. This Prahlad Raiji Lath is the very gentleman 
who had signed a document with the promise that he would join 
hands with the Parlakemidi Ministry at a time when we were 
all undergoing detention. 

The name of another gentleman of Sambalpur deserved special 
mention in this connection. Babu Bodhram Dube, the ex-Minister 
of our province, had studiously refrained from supporting the August 
Resolution and as such he had freely and openly co-operated with 
the Government for the last three years or so. He had abstained 
from paying anything to the Kasturba Memorial Fund. But 
his zeal simply knew no bounds to preside over the Azfar Memorial 
Trust. This Azi^r Memorial Trust was created in honour of 
the then reactionary District Magistrate of Sambalpur in the year 
1944. Besides, Babu Bodhram Dube had joined a good many parties 
which were arranged in honour of officers of different categories. 
These gentlemen are in fact anti-Congress in their proclivities 
and actions but nevertheless they have been brisk at present with 
their ill-earned funds to organise batches of so-called Congressmen 
who are supposed to plead for them in the direction of having 
undue Congress tickets for the election. May you direct a 
colleague of yours to enquire into things of this district and I 
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make bold to say that you would order for a drastic overhaul of 
the Congress machinery of Utkal. 

Fraternally yours, 
l->axminarayan Mishra 
Member, AICC 

I have got the bitterest need of seeing you once personally 
with the view to apprising you of things regarding Utkal in time 
so that you would well-nigh be able to prevent errors which 
might creep in owing to misinformation or want of information. 
I have been straining every nenve for the upkeep of the prestige of 
the Goi^ress for the past twenty-hve years and my ten glorious 
incarcerations and other sufferings must plead for my bona fides 
in this move. I may kindly be apprised of your future progra- 
mmes so that it can be feasible for me to have a short interview 
with you at a convenient destination. I humbly pause for a reply. 

L.N.M. 
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Poona 

16 November 1945 

Dear Friend, 

I have received a copy of the resolution passed by the 
Executive Council of the Utkal Association, Jamshedpur, sent 
by you. If the Association has such a low opinion of the leaders 
in the High Command of the Congress as is insinuated in the reso- 
lution of the Association, I have nothing to say. All I can say is 
that the members of the Association are not serving the cause 
of Utkal and are certainly trying to injure the cause of the Congress. 

No one can say that Mr. Mahtab has not done anything for 
the province. If he is not an Oriya, as suggested in the reso- 
lution, he has certainly adopted it as his province for many years. 
What your object is in sending a copy of the resolution to me 
I have not been able to understand. The province has suffered 
a great deal through factions during the last four or five years 
and when the opportunity has come for uniting all sections of 
the people you have started this campaign which is calculated to 
injure it for years to come, for this is not the right way of edu- 
cating the electorate. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

The Hony. Secretary 
The Utkal Association 
Jamshedpur 


S. a 11-21 
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8 January 1946 


My dear Mahtab, 

1 am enclosing herewith copy of a letter received firom a 
man of the {lAF serving in England and coming from your pro- 
vince. If you can find a place for him, it would be a feather 
in your cap to take such a man. It; is for him to make arrange- 
ments for being a voter, which perhaps Government will allow and 
also give him facilities to return. In case you agree to take him, 
you may send me a wire so that I may reply by air mail. Your 
elections are in April, so there is plenty of time. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. Harekrushna Mahtab 
Cuttack 


ENCLOSURE 


Lai Ranjit Singh 
50 Bishops Avenue 
Bromley, Kent 
England 
31 December 1945 

Sir, 

As I am a stranger, I ^ve you my introduction as bridly as possible 
and also state my reason for taking the privilege of writing to you personally. 
I am the fourth son of late Raja of Borasamber, Sambalpur, Orissa. I came 
to England in 1937 to study law and my study was interrupted by the war. 
After one year as an ambulance driver in London, in 1940 I joined the 
English Royal Air Force and after 5^ years of service I have just come out 
of the Air Force. During the war I married an English girl and I have 
a little daughter of 11 months. 

The rest of the news you will get from my friends and relatives in India 
udio will approach provincial and all-India Congress offidak on my behalf. 
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If it « po«blc I would very much like to be adopted a. a Congrew candidate 
in my brother’s estate. Borasamber. district Sambalpur. Oriaa. 

1 remain. 
Yours obediently. 
Raiyit Singh 

VaUabhbhai Patel 

Congress Parliamentary Committee 

Congress House * 

Bombay 
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Sambalpur 

Orissa 

^ 18 January 1946 

Esteemed Sir. 

I have come to learn from the daily newspapers that Lai 
Ranjit Singh of Borasamber, who is at present an olTiccr in the 
Royal Air Force, has applied for Congress nomination to the 
Orissa Provincial Legislative Assembly and that his name has been 
strongly recommended by the Central Parliamentary Board to 
the Provincial Parliamentary Board. There has also been a Press 
report to the effect that the provincial board has ‘conceded’ his 
claim provided he succeeds in getting his name enrolled as a 
voter in time. There is a talk here that the West Bargadh con- 
stituency in Sambalpur district has been reserved for him. 

This decision of the Orissa provincial board has caused a 
sensation among Congress workers and sympathisers and provoked 
strong criticism from the critics of the Congress. F.verybody 
is surprised to find an officer who has helped Britain to make tlic 
world safe for British imperialism, becoming a hot favourite of 
the Congress all of a sudden. 

Your admirer & follower, 
Shraddhakar Supakar 
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8 February 1946 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of 18 January 1946. It is true 
that the provincial election board pf Orissa has been directed 
by the Central Board to nominate Lai Ranjit Singh of Borasam- 
ber on the Congress ticket for thf Provincial Assembly. This 
decision is the result of the Working Committee’s policy decided 
at Calcutta, which is to take suitable nlen available from the 
Defence Forces’ Indian personnel wherever it is possible to do so. 
It is true that men from the army having no traditions of the 
Congress may not fit in with the present atmosphere all at once, 
but there is no reason to suppose that they cannot rise to the 
occasion and fall in line with the Congress standard when they 
voluntarily apply for being enlisted as Congress soldiers. On the 
contrary, it is quite possible that having been trained in army 
discipline, they may prove better members of the Assembly than 
many of our Congress workers, who, in spite of their sacrifices 
in the Congress struggles, do not willingly accept discipline or 
abide by the decisions of the Congress in the working of the legi- 
slative programme. The intention of the Working Committee 
in laying down this policy is to create an impression in the 
Indian Defence Forces that in Free India they will not be treated 
as aliens or enemies but they will be given full opportunities to 
serve as patriots and prove their worth in the service of the 
country. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Shraddhakar Supakar 

Sambalpur 

Orissa 
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P.O. Raj'Borasamber 
Dist. Sambalpur 
• Orissa (B.N. Rly.) 

18 February 1946 

Dear Sir, • 

PICMC forgive me for taWng this liberty of writing to you 
personally knowing you be a very busy man. But now 1 wish 
to express my humble and respectful gratitude for having accept- 
ed me as a Congress candidate from the West Bargadh General 
constituency of the district of Sambalpur. Your kind telegram 
did everything to procure me a priority of air passage to India. 
I left England early on the morning of 31 January last. This was 
my last day of war service and from the .1st instant my official 
demobilization from the Royal Air Force became effective. 
Thanking you in anticipation, 

I remain, sir. 
Yours most obediently, 
Ranjit Singh 
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22 February 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 18th instant. In fact 1 
was thinking of writing to you since your return from England, 
about which I had learnt from the Press. I am not surprised 
about the state of mind in which you are, as you have returned 
after such a long time, in an entirely different atmosphere to 
which you were accustomed during all these years. I had received 
several letters from the province against your selection, parti- 
cularly because the Congress policy during the period of war was 
to refuse to help the British Government in the war and you 
were actively engaged in the Defence Forces of H.M. Govern- 
ment. Besides you also happened to be a zamindar of the 
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province. In spite of this, we have selected you because our poll* 
cy is to adopt suitable persons available in the Defence Forces 
for nomination in the A^emblies wherever possible. 

For the present, I am certainly very busy and I am going 
to Lahore tomorrow, where I may be engag^ for a few days. 
After that, I am going to Bardoli for a fortnight from the begin- 
ning of next month and therefore I will not be in Bombay till 
the third week of March. If you think it necessary to see me 
earlier you can do so at Bardoli after 3 March, but you are in 
the midst of elections and perhaps it would be wise to wait till 
your elections are over, but I leayc it to you to decide. In 
the meanwhile, I would advise you to keep your eyes and ears 
open but at the same time to keep your mouth shut. Hear all, 
see everything but don’t talk much. You have much to learn to 
adapt yourself to the environments and surroundings and also 
to the atmosphere of the country and particularly of the 
Congress. Sjt. Harekrushna Mahtab is for the time being your 
Leader, who will be able to guide you and you can trust 
him fully. He is a seasoned soldier and has made tremendous 
sacrifices for the country’s cause. We have fought the country’s 
battles without arms and you have done so with arms (but the 
battles of other countries) and you are now not to think of your 
arms or weapons. The conditions of our country and the ways 
and habits of our people must not make you impatient or angry. 
The country’s lot is very hard. Our people deserve all the sym- 
pathy that we can give and all the services that we can render. 
No sacrifice is big enough for that purpose. Forget that you 
are a landlord; also try to forget that you are a superior person. 
Try to be one of the people of Orissa and learn to talk with them 
and live with them on their own level, if you want to serve them. 
Above all, first learn to talk to them in their own language, so 
that you can read their thoughts from their eyes and convey to 
them your ideas in their own language. Let not the people feel 
that you are arrogant or that you are a foreigner. Please give no 
grounds for complaint that the Congress made a wrong selection 
in choosing you. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Kumar Lai Ranjit Singh 
Orissa 
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Berhampore 
Ganjam district 
2 February 1946 


My dear Sardaiji, 

I had intimated to you ^ the results of by-elcctioris in Orissa. 
Election of the executives of these boards arc over and Congress- 
men have naturally come in. To initiate a uniform policy in all 
nation-building activities in (hese boards, it is proposed to have 
a provincial parliamentary committee of three members as a sub- 
committee of the PCC Working Committee. This committee 
will also look to the discipline of Congressmen in the District 
Board. I believe this will meet with your approval. 

As for primary elections in the Scheduled Class constituen- 
cies in the province, four seats from the districts of Ganjam, Puri, 
Balasore and one seat in Cuttuck district are uncontested. Severe 
contest is expected in the other seat in Cuttack district and also 
in Sambalpur district from Dr. Ambedkar’s party being financed 
and helped by the party outside Orissa. There need however 
be no anxiety on this score. We were prepared for primary 
elections to prove that even in their community the rival candi- 
dates have little backing. It would have been a good lesson for 
Dr. Ambedkar but that was not attempted by them. Hence there 
is no primary election in this in Orissa. 

Allow me to thank you much for the kind and soothing letter 
addressed to Sri B. Das. We are busy in Assembly elections and 
are anxious to give you a good account of the province for which 
you always have affection. 

Hope this finds you, Maniben and the rest of the family in 
perfect health. 

With pranams, „ . , 

Yours sincerely, 

Biswanath Das 

PS 

We aU owe you our debt of gratitude for having accepted 
Pani from Singbhum district as a Congress candidate. ^ ^ 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 
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6 February 1946 

My dear Biswanath, 

I have received your letter of the 2nd instant. I am glad 
the District Board elections in Orissa have been so successful. It 
is now for the provincial organisation* to see that the overwhelming 
majority which has been secured in these elections do not 
result in discrediting the Congress but is utilised for the purpose 
of enhancing its reputation. A good committee should be appoint- 
ed now to supervise the working of those bodies and to give gui- 
dance and directions for better administration of those local bodies. 
In many provinces Congressmen have proved their inability to 
rise above petty quarrels and considerations as well as over narrow 
sel6sh interests. In several places they have formed cliques for 
getting into offices and have brought a bad name in return. 
Please take necessary 'measures to see that the adiministration is 
carried out efficiently, cleanly and generally in the interests of the 
people concerned. 

1 am awaiting proposals for nominations from your province. 

Yours sincerely, 
VaUabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Biswanath Das 
Berhampore 
Ganjam Dist. 


397 

Cuttack Central Jail 
P.O. Cuttack 
Orissa 
6 February 1946 

Respected Sardaiji, 

With my respectful pranams I lay before you the following 
case for your kind and impartial consideration. 

I am a resident of Cuttack district in a most interior back-, 
ward village. I am a Congress worker and a member of the 
PCC. I was a member of the Congress Party in the last Orissa 
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Avembly lepresentmg my home constituency. For ^ 

active part in the 1942 August movement I [was] convict^ for 
five years* r. i. [rigorous imprisonment] in the famous conspiracy 
case of this province. I am now serving my term of imprisonment. 
Gonsequendy I have lost my .qualification for a seat in the 
Lqpslature. 

The East Kendrapara constituency of Cuttack district from 
which I was returned consists of three police stations^ or thanas, 
viz., Patkura, Mahakalpara ‘and Rajnagar. Among these, my 
home thana, Patkura, is the biggest, having a population of 1^ 
lakhs, among whom there are ‘more than 7,000 voters for the pro- 
vincial legislature. The other two combined contain nearly 
50,000 people with a voting strength of nearly 3,000. only. The 
whole area in this constituency suffers permanently from heavy 
flood in the rainy season, and from want of water for irrigation 
purposes and even for drinking in some places in the dry seasons. 
It abounds with jungles along with the coast of the Bay of Bengal, 
where it lies, and contains vast tracts of swampy and water-logged 
paddyfields without any communication fer traffic. There are 
a network of big and small rivers throughout, that remain dry 
for eight months in the year. Recently a semi-famine due to 
heavy flood took a toll of hundreds of lives, and people of this 
area are still dying from malaria, cholera, small-pox and dysente- 
ry as its after-effects. 

Mrs. Kamaladevi Ghattopadhyaya visited this area last year 
and gave a lurid picture of the deplorable condition of the un- 
fortunate people in her statement to the Press. But nobody took 
any interest in ameliorating the sufferings of the people. Hardly 
people have recovered from that shock when an India-wide famine 
is going to happen, as has been recently stated by the Central 
Government in the Assembly. So it is very urgent that a person 
living and moving among the people of the very locality should 
be chosen to remain in constant touch with the governmental 
machinery. 

Sri D.B. Misra is a young man of a strong physique, a local 
Congress worker, suffered six months’ r. i. and was fined Rs 25, 
and after the end of this imprisonment was detained as a security 
prisoner for nearly two years for taking an active part in the 
August movement. He possesses academic qualification up to 
matriculation and has much improved in his general knowledge 
that can be considered to be adequate for the Assembly s normal 
work. He is very popular in the constituency and as a resident 
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local worker is suitable in all respects to represent that consti- 
tuency in the Assembly. 

I rely upon your judgment and as a faithful soldier I must 
obey. 

With due regards. 

Faithfully yours, 
Loknadi Misra 


398, 

13 February 1946 

Dear Mr. Misra, 

I have received your letter of the 6th instant from Cuttack 
Central Jail, wherein you have been confined since a long time 
owing to your conviction and sentence for five years in the conspi- 
racy case. I am sorry that we have not been able to secure 
your release and the release of other political prisoners but you 
may be sure that you are all constantly in our minds and it will 
not be long before the gates of jails are opened and you are once 
again restored to liberty in serving as comrade in the Congress cause. 

You seem to be worried about the selection of a candidate 
from your district for the provincial Assembly. I have not yet 
received the proposals from Orissa but 1 expect them shortly and 
will try to see whether any injustice has been done to Sjt. D. B. 
Misra, about whom you are so particular. I may, however, inform 
you that the Assembly is not the only place of service nor is it com- 
paratively a better place for service. You must be aware that many 
of us in the Congress Working Committee have never put our 
foot in any legislatures. Mahatma Gandhi has also never seen any 
Assembly hall. You must not attach any undue importance to 
these legislative bodies. Perhaps better work can be done from 
outside and Sjt. D.B. Misra, if he is such a sincere worker as 
you think him to be, is likely to lose his usefulness by being a 
member of the Assembly. I do not know vdiy the Orissa provin- 
cial election board has recommended Sjt. B. C. Mobanty in 
preference to Sjt. D. B. Misra, but I dare say they must have 
some good reasons to do so. It is not proper for us to misjudge 
or attribute any motives of partiality or otherwise for their 
selection, which in all probability may be thoroughly honest. 

It is not wise to worry about matters of this character from 
inside the walls. In jail nothing that goes on outside, over which 
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the prisoner has no control, should be allowed to disturb his mind. 
He must consider himseh civilly dead and enjoy the peace of 
secured to him by his segregation from the outside world, 
which is full of worries and troubles these days. The best thing 
for you is to look after your health, to read in spare time good 
literature and your time mostly in spinning and meditation. 
Wishing to see you outside soon. 

Yours sincerely, 

. Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Loknath Misra 

Political Prisoner • 

Cuttack Central Jail 
P.O. Cuttack 
Orissa 
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Berhampore 
Ganjam district 
16 March 1946 


Mv dear Sardarji, , , 

Of the Muslim seats, three arc being contested but Uxcre is 
1 ** 1 #. rhance exceot in one constituency. Barring also these three, 
there are only 50 scats including seats for Christian^ Schedu e 
gZL womJn, commerce and industries, backward tnbes ai^d 
GMtes, \wmc , ^ of 48 scats as if they are in your 

-^SynTt^e sHe now actually have, but there is a 
pocket, including tne od wc uu sorrow and anxie- 

iScc^arm. They have let >»»“ “””nler“?tiu a dance 
general are deeply Gongresa mm e leaders like Prakasam 

for the Congress candidate d some „ support the 

or Dr. Pattabhi persuade the locJ Andhra- 
non>Congress Andhra set up by them. . • • Yours sincerely, 

Biswanath Dm 
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19 March 1946 

My dear Biswanath, 

1 have received your letter of the 16th instant. You know 
Sjt. Mahtab was here last week. He told me that I will secure 
at least two Muslim seats, but from your letter it seems there 
is not much chance for any. However, there is no serious com- 
mtmal problem there and hencd even if we do not get any 
Muslim seat, it would not create any difficulty. 

On the whole, as 48 seats are assured, you have made a good 
beginning, unless last time’s repetition of indiscipline at a later 
stage takes place. I hope there will be no such disloyalty this 
time. 

I am writing to Dr. Pattabhi and also to Sjt. Prakasam about 
the Andhra nominee for Berhampore asking them to do some- 
thing in the matter. 

Hope you are doing well. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Pate] 

Sjt. Biswanath Das 
Berhampore 
Ganjam district 
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New Delhi 
18 April 1946 


Dear Friend, 

I have received your telegram of the 17th inst. reading: 


"ORISSA CHRISTIANS UROB INCLXmON OP CHRISTIAN UEUBER IN THE ORISSA 
CABINBT.” 


The formation of a ministry rests with the leader of the 
Asseimbly Party of the Congress in Orissa. The elections are not 
yet over and the Leader is not elected, but I understand that 
Shri Harekrushna Mahtab will in all probability be elected 
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“y suggestion about the forma- 
tion of the ministry, you should approach him, and if you can 
satisfy him about the necessity of including an Indian Christian 
he will certainly do so. It is not, however, possible to include 
membtOT of aU castes and creeds in the Cabinet in a small pro- 
vince like Orissa, and it is also unnecessary to rely upon such 
inclusion as the only means of serving the community. The Con- 
gress thinks in terms of nationalism and the Cabinet Members 
though they may have been Selected from any community, are 
expected to serve all the people of Orissa without any distinc- 
tion. * 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Secretary 

Utkal Indian Christian Association 
Cuttack 
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New Delhi 
18 April 1946 

My dear Mahtab, 

I am enclosing herewith a copy of a telegram received from 
the Utkal Indian Christian Association and a copy of my reply. 
[See 401]. I should like to know the final date on which your party 
meeting has been called for the election of Leader and the 
probable date on which you prop>ose to form the ministry. Also 
give me full details of the composition of the proposed ministry. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Harekrushna Mahtab 
Cuttack 
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Cuttack 
24 April 1946 

Revered Sardarji, 

1 thatik you for your letters of 'the 16th (marked confidential) 
and 18th inst. As regards your first letter, 1 shall take the neces> 
sary steps to get the maximum quota for Orissa from the Govern- 
ment of India Fund. With regard to your second letter, please 
refer to my express telegram dated 24 April, 1946, which reads 
as follows: 

ASSUMBO OFFICE YESTERDAY WITH FOUR OTHER MINISTERS, NABAKROHNA 
CHOWOHURY, NtTYANANOA KANUNOO, UNOARAJ MORA, RADHAKROHNA BIS- 
WASROY. EVERYTHINO SMOOTH. MABTAB. 

I hope everything is going on happily in Delhi. 

With my kindest regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
H. Mahtab 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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Berhampore 
Ganjam Dt. 
(Orissa) 
Gamp Cuttack 
21 April 1946 

My dear Sardarji, 

There was a meeting of the Orissa Assembly Congress Party 
yesterday at Cuttack. Fortysix out of 47 members attended 
the meeting. I presided over the meeting and Sri Harekrushna 
Mahtab was unanimously elected Leader. These newly-elected 
members also authorised him to select his colleagues and present 
the list to the Governor. The Governor is coming from Puri and 
Sri Mahtab meets him at 2 p.m. today. On the 23rd the Mini- 
sters take the oath of office and assume responsibilities. Thus I have 
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disduiged my part of the work and fixe myKlf ft„n, parji,. 
mentary work entrusted to me so long. 

It w>uld be unfair of [if I did not] «ate how deeply 
obbged I am for an y)ur kmdness which I had the good fortuM 
to receive aU along. Let me nature you that tliis hat deepened mv 
attachment. Your efforta to remove diaqualiScaUons imooaed 
on me are supreme and I glorify God for all this. The very fact 
that I have been able to win, the confidence of a great discipli- 
narian like you sustains and warms me. ^ 

I had assured you of 48 .out of 57 elected scats excluding 
the four Mushm and two seats of the zamindars. We have se- 
cured only 47. You will please remember that the selection of 
the Berhampore Andhra seat was that of Dr. Patlabhi against my 
opposition. A report will be submitted to you, with all facts 
what disappointments were faced by us from the local Andhra 
public. Another report will give you the facts of our failure in 
the two other seats and specially the Labour scat (which is the 
only seat) captured by the Communists. 

Hope this finds you in the best of health. 

With pranams, 

Yours sincerely, 
Biswanath Das 
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New Delhi 
26 April 1946 

My dear Biswanath, 

I have received your letter of the 21st instant containing a 
report about the first Congress Assembly Party meeting and the 
election of the Leader. For the present this first chapter of 
the revival of parliamentary work in your province is over and 
it has been generally very satisfactory, for which you all deserve 
credit. You have done excellent work in obtaining such good 
results and I congratulate you for the same. Shri Mahtab repla- 
ces you for the time being and I am waiting for the day of your 
return to your rightful place, when your disqualification is re- 
moved. Till then we shall miss you very badly, but circumstances 
beyond our control have interfered with the fate of the province, 
which has been deprived of your leadership at this juncture. 
Except in the unfortunate province of Madras, in all other Con- 
gress provinces, except yours, the old premiers have been returned. 
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In Madras we tried our best to induce responsible people to accqpt 
Rajaji’s leadership. They failed to accept our advice and have 
discredited the province and the Congress organisation in general. 
In Orissa things were different and but for the unfortunate obstacle 
which could not be removed, all would have welcomed your return. 

Hope you are doing well. Please keep me informed of your 
activities. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri Biswanath Das 
Berhampore 
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Gamp Calcutta 
10 May 1946 

My dear Sardarji, 

I acknowledge with thanks your reply with expressions of 
sympathy and kindtfess which could hardly be forgotten. The 
Madras incident is to be deplored. It is an act of indiscipline 
which has not happened in the whole parliamentary career of 
the Congress, nor should it be repeated. Now that the provincial 
ministries have been functioning, it is necessary and desirable 
that the parliamentary sub-committee is constituted without delay. 
It is my experience and the experience of other Assembly Party 
leaders that no ministry and much less any parliamentary party 
could function efficiently without the help and guidance of the 
parliamentary sub-committee. Need I therefore stress that the 
sooner it is done the better for all concerned? 

The announced resignation of the Governor-General’s Exe- 
cutive Council revives the waning hopes of a possible settlement 
with Britain. I have already placed myself at your disposal. 
If you think that I am useful for the central executive, you may 
please utilise me there or in any manner you deem necessary. 
Shri Mahtab is now Premier. It is not at all my intention to 
disturb the arrangement only to show to the world that I am 
out for position and place. Let me fulfil your desire by helping 
the ministry in all possible manner from outside. 

With pranams, 

I remain, 
Yours sincerely, 
Biswanath Das 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Camp Chadwick 
Simla, W 
13 May 1946 

My dear Biswanath, 

I have received your letter of the 10th instant. 

I agree with you that it would not be proper to disturb tlic 
arrangements that have been tnade at present. But it is jwssiblc 
that Shri Mahtab himself would like to have you hack at your 
original place, as soon as ^ssible. In the Central Government 
our position is yet uncertain. We must wait and see the pielurc 
as a whole that would evolve out of the present endeavours. 
However, one thing is certain that there will be many o])enings 
for the Congress and we have very few good, reliable men. So 
your services will be needed at any time. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhhhai Patel 


Shri Biswanath Das 
Berhampore 
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C/o D.W. Mandpe 
Dhantoli 
Nagpur 
21 November 1945 

Dear Sardarji, 

My application for the inclusion of my name in the electo- 
ral roll of the Provincial Assembly has been rejected: a report 
to this effect has already appeared in the Press. It has been 
held that a jail is no place of residence within the meaning of 
para (2) of Part VIII of Sixth Schedule to the Government of 
India Act, 1935. I am thinking of preferring an appeal against 
this decision, but local lawyers are of the opinion that it will not 
be of much avail unless the aforementioned schedule itself is 
amended by Parliament. What would you advise me in the 
matter ? 

I do hope that you are now restored to normal health and 
that the progress will be maintained, considering that we are now 
entering into the most salubrious season of the year. 

In case you need my services on any front of our common 
battle, kindly let me know. I am ever ready. 

1 trust this will find you in good cheer. 

Namaskar. 

Yours sincerely, 
H.V. Kamath 
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23 November 1945 

My dear Kamath, 

I have received your letter of the 21st inst. Only last week 
I had called Messrs. [R. S.] Shukla and [D. P.JMishra' for 
consultation in pursuance of our conversation, l)ut a couple of 
days after they left Poona, I saw the report in the Press that 
your application for entering your name in the electoral roll 
had been rqected. This is confirmed by your letter received 
today. It is a strange decision, but at present wc have to put 
up with such idiotic and arbitrary orders. It means that for 
the present your going to the Assembly is out of the question. 
It does not, however, matter much so far as you arc concerned. 
Perhaps you will be able to do better service from oulsiile. Many 
of us have never gone to any of these legislatures. Your remain- 
ing out will perhaps suit your temperament also. 1 will write 
to you later about the work to be done by you, in case you 
decide to settle down in Mahakoshal province. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. H.V. Kamath 
C/o Sjt. D.W. Mandpe 
Dhantoli 
Nagpur 
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Jubbulpore 
20 December 1945 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

I understand your letter addressed to me is waiting for me 
at Raipur. In the meanwhile, learning about Mishraji’s illness, 
I reached Jubbulpore yesterday and saw your letter addressed to 

1 Joined freedom movement in early 1920s; MLA (Central), 

M^ip under Motilal Nehru; Home Minuter, CP, 1937-39; mcmlser, CWC, 19. , 
ofSaugar University, 1956-62; Chief Minister, Madhya Pradesh, 1903-67; member, 
Central Parliamentary Board and Congress Working Committee, 1970-72 
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him from the train. Mr. Mishra is very grateful to you for your 
kind inquiries about his health. Since 1943, when he was in 
Vellore jail, he has been getting temperature practically every 
month. The real trouble could not be diagnosed at Nagpur. 
Now the expert here in the British Military Hospital says that 
the temperature is due to some infection in the kidney. It is 
hoped that the trouble will be known definitely in a day or two. 

Even before Mr. Mishra got your letter we have been busy 
preparing ^our proposals for the Provincial Assembly. The last 
date for receiving applications from the candidates in the PCC 
office is 25 December. The distnict Congress committees have 
been asked to send their reports about the candidates by 4 Janu- 
ary. The provincial board will meet on 6 January to make 
its own reports and recommendations. Our proposals will be in 
your hand latest by 10 January to enable you to accord your 
sanction by the middle of January. 

As regards the Harijan seats we hojje to capture all the 
eleven seats allotted to Mahakoshal. Mr. Hemchandra Khande- 
kar has been pcrsistehtly after us to give one of our scats to one 
Mr. Sakhare from Nagpur province in order to avoid the latter 
from opposing him in the city of Nagpur which also has a 
Harijan seat. Our Working Committee has rejected his request. 
As regards the Bcrar scats, Mr. Gavai and his group, the oppo- 
nents of the Ambedkar party, are not willing to stand on tlic 
Congress ticket. He is not on good terms with [Brijlal] Biyaniji 
also. As regards Marathi CP Mr. Khandekar and his group 
arc not willing to stand on the Congress ticket. Moreover, he is 
such an unscrupulous man that it is difficult to recommend him 
to anybody. My view is that in Marathi CP and Berar we 
should not interest ourselves in the primary elections of the 
Harijan candidates for the reason that a Congress candidate 
cannot win, defeating all the candidates set up by Dr. Ambedkar, 
Gavai and Khandekar groups. After the primary elections 
are over many will be found seeking Congress help and then wc 
can select the best ones. 

As regards the Muslim seats, our position is not desperate, 
as might be supp>osed; six seats lie in Berar, two in Marathi 
CP, five in Mahakoshal and the remaining one comprises two 
districts of Mahakoshal and one of Marathi CP. The Nationalist 
Muslims have formed a joint board for all the Congress provinces 
with headquarters at Nagpur. They are working on our instruc- 
tions and in co-operation with us. We have asked the organisers 
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to Reck the co-operation of Rankaji and Biyaniji. For tlie Maha- 
koshal seats we hope to set up two candidates on tlie Gonncss 
ticket and four on the Nationalist ticket. We are now STl 
study of electoral roils, trying to find out where we have the best 
chance. On these seats we wish to concentrate all our effort and 
money. We are trying to purchase an Urdu press for propaganda 
purposes. 

You made inquiries on the phone about Mr. Ruiker. You 
already know my views about him. He is trying to strengthen 
his Forward Bloc by all sorts of means, throughout the provinces. 
His plans seem to be to have Iwo seats for himself and his suppor- 
ters in Marathi CP on the plea that he cannot stand on the 
Congress ticket from the Nagpur Labour scat. He wants to get 
a general seat, preferably the Nagpur city scat. I am afraid 
Mr. Ruiker has more up his sleeves than we have been able to 
discover so far. He is in touch with Dr. fN.B.] Kharc' and is 
a great friend of Mr. Hemchandra Khandckar. 

In the course of my recent visit to Nagpur I was informed 
by Mr. Ananta Sheorey of Independent [now Managing Editor, 
Nagpur Times] that under the guidance of Shri Vinoba Bhavc* 
and Jajuji, it was being earnestly proposed to send some Ashrami- 
tes to the Provincial Assembly. Shri Dharmadhikari for the 
Nagpur City, Shri Shriman Narayan Agarwal for the Wardha- 
Chanda urban seat and Shri Gopal Rao Kale for the Arvi scat, 
are considered to be some of the candidates. Mr. Dharmadhikari 
is said to be trying to bring back some su])|M»rlcrs of Dr. Kharc. 
Mr. Sheorey who gave this information himself favours the idea 
and was pleading for our co-operation. He said that the Ashra- 
mites feel that to push through Gandhiji’s schemes it was essen- 
tial for some Ashramites to be in the Assembly. You already 
know my views regarding these matters and I must not repeat 
them. Apart from Shri Jajuji and Shriman Narayan the whole 
idea is to retrieve the Maharashtrian fortunes lost in 1938 as a 
result of Dr. Khare’s conduct. It is also being attempted to 
bring in as many Maharashtrian candidates as is possible. So 
we are back to the 1936 position when the same game was being 
played! Much store is also being set by the visits of Shri Shan- 
karrao Deo, who, they say gleefully, has been appointed Zonal 
Dictator by the Maharashtrian Berar and Nagpur province! 

r Deposed Premier of CP; Member, Viceroy’s Executive Council; once sus- 
pected of sympathy vwth RSS which was temporarily banned after assassination o 
Gandhi 

2 A leading Gandhian who pioneered bhoodan (land gift) movement 
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Before I conclude 1 wish to say a word about a candidate 
from Bombay province. He is Mr. Deyjibhai of the firm of 
Heei^i Govindji who has applied for the Bombay commerce seat. 
As against his opponent, Mr. Ramnath Poddar, Mr. Deyjibhai 
actually participated in the 1942 movement and was imprisoned. 
I am interested in him inasmuch as his firms both at Nagpur 
and Jubbulpore have always helped the Congress. More than 
this I cannot say as 1 have no knowledge of the situation in the 
Bombay city. 

I am leaving Jubbulpore today for Lucknow and will be 
returning to Jubbulpore by the 25{li and Raipur 27th. 

Yours sincerely, 
R.S. Shukla 
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* 24 December 1945 

My dear Ravishankar, 

I have received your letter of the 20th instant. Please write 
to me as soon as possible about the diagnosis in the Military 
Hospital of Mishraji’s ailment. 

If we get your proposals before 10 January, it will be ail 
right for our purpose. 

Your committee did well in rejecting Khandckar’s proposal 
to accommodate him by giving one seat to Sakhare of Nagpur 
province. Khandekar appears to me to be an undesirable person. 
I agree with you that we should not meddle with the primary 
elections by putting up our candidates on the Congress ticket 
at this stage in Berar and Nagpur. 

If you can succeed in securing even one or two seats on the 
Congress ticket in the Muslim constituencies, it would be very 
good. About the independent Muslims contesting the League 
candidates, I do not feel much interested. 

Mr. Ruiker may have his own way if the local Congress 
organisation is not strong enough, and probably it is so. How- 
ever, I will inquire from Mr. Ruiker if he has any objection to 
stand on the Congress ticket from the labour constituency in- 
stead of doing so as an independent one. His touch with Dr. 
Khare would do him no good and would perhaps do him harm 
if it is known to the people, 
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I know that efforts are being made to bring in Dada Dharma* 
dhikari in the Assembly but I do not believe that he is in favour 
of any of Dr. Khare’s old supporters. There is no doubt that Dada 
Dharmadhikari is held in high esteem for his honesty, int^ity 
and even abilities and therefore they want to fill in the gap of 
leadership in N^^iur province for which there is great need. Am- 
ongst the Ashramites there is none who is willing to come in the 
Assembly except Mr. Shriman Narayan. Sri Jajuji's' coming in 
is out of the question. He will not come even if he is pressed. 

The idea of a zonal committee is all nonsense. It is a case 
of wishful thinking. 

About Mr. Deyjibhai, nothing can be said at present except 
that he is one of a dozen candidates from the Chamber, who 
propose to contest, and the decision will largely depend upon 
reconunendations of the Bombay Provincial Congress Commi- 
ttee which will be guided by tlie influence of the candidate in 
the ’ Chamber. Devjibhai is the most junior member amongst 
all the candidates in the Chamber and therefore he has the least 
influence. He is no doubt a Congressman, probably on the 
provincial Congress committee also, but I am not in a position to 
say anything at present. 

^ ' Yours sincerely, 

Vallabhbhai Patel 


Shri Ravishankar Shukla 
Raipur, CP 
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Rajasthan Bhavan 
Akola 

20 December 1945 


Respected Sardaiji, , 

m ProvincUlCongrmCom.^!^”''^^^^^^^^ 
a Parliamentaiy Board has ^ All decidons vtrt 

tion with the election have also been is fixed for 

unanimous The last date for 1.1 

6 January 1946. We could not Sx eMl « ^^ j 

heating the claims and patli^tary dmi 

holding the meeting of the Provmcwi f 


Oh 
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the 8th. All the recommendations will reach you by the 10th or 
11th in time before 15 January. 

The question of Scheduled Caste candidates is receiving 
my keen attention. Their primary election may come in the 
next month. I hope to contest and win all the four seats for 
this province in the final election. The followers of Ambedkar 
are numerous no doubt but I am sure of success and shall leave 
no stone untiumed in this connection. 

The question of Muslim constituencies is more difiicult. 
There are six seats from this province out of 14 for the whole of 
GP & Berar. The Muslim population is numerous, rich and 
more organised in Berar. The League 'has a greater hold in 
this area owing to various reasons. The powerful workers of the 
League are from Berar. Under all these different circumstances, 
I am trying my level best and hope to set up some candidates 
against League nominees. I may even get some to stand on the 
Congress tickets or as Nationalist Muslims. 

The question of ^general constituencies is not very difiicult. 
I hope to win all the seats provided the situation is properly 
handled. 

With deepest regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Brijlal Biyani 


413 

25 December 1945 

My dear Brijlal, 

I have received your letter of the 20th instant. It is diffi- 
cult for me to visit Akola at present as I am not in a fit state 
of health for the strain of journey. 

I am glad to hear that your decisions in connection with 
the election have all been unanimous. The question of Schedul- 
ed Castes candidates in your province and in Nagpur requires 
careful consideration. The Mahar community is largely to be 
found in these areas and hence we must particularly [take] care to 
see that no one of the followers of Dr. Ambedkar succeeds. The 
final elections will take place first and you may not, if you so 
desire, interfere with it except putting one of your own men 
without giving a ticket; he can bc adopted on our ticket after 
he succeeds in the election. 
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j « ’ll! ~nstitu<mcl« will be won without 

dillteulty an over, but the Mushm eonstitueucics are diffieult and 

perhap ^ may not succ«d in getting a single seat. However 
wc will discuss that question when you come here ’ 

As you are engaged till the 31st, you may come as s.>on as 
you are free, say on 1 or 2 January. It is ,K«siblc that 1 may 
have to go to Ahmedabad after the 3rd and so you must not 
delay your coming here. 

Yours sincerely, 

, Valhibhbliai Patel 

Sri Brijlal Biyani 
President, 

Vidarbha Provincial Congress Committee 
Akola 
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• Sconi (CP) 

21 December 19-15 

From 

The General Secretary 

The Azad Muslim Parliamentary Board 

CP & Berar 

My rcsjjccted Sardar, 

Jai-Hind 

The Central Muslim (Nationalist) Parliamentary Board 
had authorised me to form a provincial boaril in CP & Berar, 
and I am glad to inform you that the said board was formed 
in Nagpur on the 9th inst. Maulvi Ghiaghuddin, cx-vicc-presi- 
dent, Mahakoshal PCC, was elected as president of the board 
and myself as secretary. The board in its meeting of the 17th 
inst. decided to support the Muslim candidates to be set up by 
the Congress in this province and the board will set up candidates 
on its own ticket in the remaining constituencies of the province. 
In Berar, it does not seem possible to set up candidates on 
the Congress or Azad Muslim Board ticket, and if even after 
further efforts the position is not changed we will have to support 
such independent candidates who openly declare that tney arc 
against Pakistan and the two-nation theory of the League. . . . 

Yours faithfully, 
M. Maqbul Ahmed 
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30 December 1945 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter dated 21st inst. 

I gather from your letter that y/5u want to see me personally 
in connection with the selection of candidates for the Muslim 
constituencies in the province of CP, If you desire to do so, you 
can come to Bombay in the first week of January and intimate 
to me the date of your coming before doing so. I trust you have 
acquainted Sjt. Ravishankar Shukla with your proposals. Much 
will depend on the recommendations received from the provin- 
cial Congress committee concerned. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

M. Maqbul Ahmed, JEsq. 

Secretary 

Azad Muslim Parliamentary Board 
CP & Berar 
Seoni 
CP 
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Walker Road 
Nagpur City 
24 December 1945 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Central Election Board 
Congress House 
Bombay 

Dear Sardarji, 

The resolutions passed by the Nagpur Textile Union are 
intended to enable the labour representatives to co-operate with 
the Indian National Congress and to defeat the game of other 
communaljsts in the labour movement who may perhaps try to 
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<^pt the ranks of the working class. At Nagpur itsdf the 
situation IS very much com^icated owing to a strong party work- 
ing under the guidance of Dr. Ambedkar and if you rcaliv want 
to capture all the four seats at Nagpur, i.c. Nagpur-cuni-Kampt'cc. 
the Trade Union constituency scat, the Scheduled C.,sie seit nu 
the Women seat, then we have to proceed very cautioudv aiul 
carefully, otherwise there is every danger that we mav lose one of 
the scats at any rate. I can assure you tluit if our ' viewpoint is 
taken into consideration by ^ou and the boanl, in makine the 
final selections of the various candidates for the four se.us at N le- 
pur, then I am confident tlAt all the four seats in Nagpur can 
be won by the Congress. I have absolutely no objection if the 
representative selected by our trade union stands on the (amgifss 
ticket; on the other hand it will be my endeavour to see that 
whosoever is elected finally by the trade union to contest the 
labour constituency, he should sign the Congress creed aiul ulti- 
mately fight the elections on the Gongress-cum-Iabour ticket. 
It may be necessary to grant certain freedom of action to tin; 
trade union representatives so far as pnrPly eronomic inatti-rs 
relating to day-to-day trade union work are concerned; on all 
other questions the working class representatives should wholly 
fall in line with the Congress. I do not for a moment want that 
the Congress should disown its representative character so far 
as labour is concerned. On the other hand 1 want the entire 
Congress to be a labour organisation that is the goal of the August 
Resolution and I stand by it. But as pointed out alwve, the 
problem of the labour seat in Nagpur is not one which can be 
dissociated from the other seats at Nagpur, as an oveiwhelming 


majority of the working class in Nagpur lias got also a vole 
in the General constituency as well as the Scheduled Caste 
constituency. The reason wliy the Union has passed such a re- 
solution to which you have referred in your letter is that 1 am 
not the only person who has got the final word in deciding all 
these matters, though it is correct that I am the president of the 
Nagpur Textile Union. The resolution represents the views also 
of those who are somewhat shy of completely falling in line with 
the Congress but it is a distinct victory for those like me in the 
trade union who want the Congress and labour to fall in line and 
who also want that all elections at Nagpur should be fought on 
the Congress ticket. If the situation at Nagpur is managed 
tactfully, taking into consideration the feelings of the Nagpur 
working class and the general public and the rank and fi e ot 
the Congress, I am confident that the Congress will be abc to 
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capture all the four seats at Nagpur including the Trade Union 
constituency, the Scheduled Caste, the Nagpur-cum-iLamptee 
General seat and the Women seat. 

I am 

Yours truly, 
R. S. Ruiker 


417 

, 27 December 1845 

My dear Ruiker, 

I have received your letter of the 24th inst. 

Regarding the Textile Union constituency, I have seen your 
viewpoint. It would be better if you could discuss this matter 
with Sri Shankarrao Deo who happens to be there from today 
for a few days. If you cannot persuade the Textile Labour Union 
to go whole hog with the Congress, the next best alternative will 
have to be considered. In any event, we must not allow any 
seat to go out of the Congress or to any anti-Congress candidates. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

R.S. Ruiker, Esq. 

President, Nagpur Textile Union 

Walker Road 

Nagpur 
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30 December 1945 

Dear Captain Paranjpc, 

I received your letter dated the 1st inst. at Calcutta. You 
must have received my telegram regarding the policy of admit- 
ting suitable army officers in the Assembly election. Before I 
could write to you further I received your letter of the 18th inst. 
It would appear from your letter that even if you are immediately 
selected as a Congress candidate for the Legislative Assembly 
election, you will remain as an army officer for 80 days after the 
date of release. The earliest your nomination can be sanctioned 
would be on 15 January when the Central Election Board meets 
at Delhi and 80 days thereafter would take the period toward the 
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end of Mar^ next. In this connecUon 1 have to Doiiu out to 
that Sec 69 (1) (a) a person is disqualifiS^ for hei^ 

^osen as for ^ing a member of the Provincial Legislati^^ 
^^bly rf he holds any office of profit under die cfown in 
India and I feel ffiat as long as your name remains on the pay 
hst you will be deemed to be in the service of the Crown in 
India. Even if you are rde^ed immediately, the 80 days there- 
after will be about 10 March. Your nomination must be filed 
by the end of January or thp beginning of February, tlmugh no 
dates are officially announced by the Central ProNiiucs Govern- 
ment. I do not sec thercfor«i how you can stand as a Congr.'ss 
candidate in the forthcoming election. If a way can Uv. fuuml 
out of this legal difficulty, I would ask the provincial Congress 
committee to consider your case favourably and carefully and 
even the Central Election Board may deal with yt)ur case as an 
exceptional one. As the matter stands, however, 1 do not think 
it will be possible to put you up as a Congress candidate. I 
regret that I have to come to tliis conclusion but it seems that 
the law is otherwise and even the recent t jiassed by Parlia- 
ment is of no help to you in the matter. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallablibhai Patel 

Gapt. K.B. Paranjpe 

C/o RTO, Railway Quarters 

Poona 
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Madan Mahal F.xtensjon 
Jubbulporc 
3 January 1946 

Revered Sardar Sahib, 

I am extremely sorry I could not ans-ver your kind letter 
earlier owing to prolonged illness. With your ashirvad [blessings) 
I am now free from fever. If I do not get another attack I 
hope to gain strength gfradually. . . . 

Reports and recommendations about various candidates have 
reached us practically from all the districts. The Provincial Election 
Board will complete its job by the 7th and you will have our pro- 
posals by the 10th instant. 

We are likely to face some difficult problems. 
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In conclusion I want to assure you that 1 have no intention 
of being called for consultation at the time of final selection. 
Shuklaji has my complete confidence. I have sense enough to know 
that you want me to co-operate with him in the interest of the 
province. It is a matter of pleasure for me to carry out your 
wishes in this respect. All my suspicions of 1926 disappeared when 
I worked with him from 1937 to 1939. He is now in the evening 
of his life and I would rather suffer in silence than cause him 
any pain. • » 

On receiving the report that you were going to Calcutta 
by train Seth Govind Das went to see you at the Jubbulpore 
station but it was subsequently learnt that you flew to Calcutta. 
When you returned he had gone out of station. He is anxious to 
meet you. You will be pleased to learn that all misunderstandings 
caused by interested people have now been cleared up and he 
has promised to co-operate with Shuklaji as well as with me. I 
look upon this as an achievement as disgruntled people would 
have gathered round him and caused disunity in the province. 

* Yours respectfully, 

D. P. Mishra 
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7 January 1946 

My dear Mishraji, 

I have received your letter of the 3rd instant. As in many 
provinces, provincial Congress committees being in charge of all 
people who are not in tune with the current of the present temper 
and atmosphere in the country, difficulties are experienced in the 
matter of selection of candidates. Your province is also one of 
them. I am therefore not surprised to hear that you will not 
find the matter so smooth and simple. However, you need not 
worry about it. Everything will be adjusted in accordance with 
the requirements of the situation and keeping in view the interest 
of the province as a whole. I am extremely glad to hear that 
the mental curtain between you and Seth Govind Das has been 
removed and you have become of one mind as before. Life- 
long friendship should not be allowed to be disturbed by suspici- 
on and distrust. Such things can be removed by frankness and 
mutua:! desire to come together and also to remain together. I 
trust that there will be no further misunderstanding. I did not 
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know that Seth Govind Das wanted to see me 
known, I would have called him. 


m 

Perhaps if I had 


win election, 

al Congr«s committee aad Shuklaji. That I think will‘1/™^’ 


Sjt. Dwarka Prasad Mishra 
Madan Mahal Extension 
Jubbulpore 


Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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TELEGRAM 


Raipur 
7 January 194G 

Sardar Patel 

Bombay • 

FOURTEEN OUT OF FIFTEEN MEMBERS MAHAKOSHAI. PARI.IAMKNTA* 
RY BOARD APPLIED. HENCE REQUEST IMPARTIAL JUDtJMENT. 

KANIIAIYAIAL I.UNIA 
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8 January 1946 

The Secretary, 

Mahakoshal Provincial Congress Committee 
Raipur 

Dear Friend, 

I am quoting below copy of a telegram which has been rece- 
ived in this office: 

“fourteen out of fifteen members MAII-*KOSIfAL PARLIAMENTARY 
BOARD APPLIED. HENCE REQUEST IMPARTIAL JUDGMENT.” 

If the facts mentioned in the telegram are true, I would 
advise you to set matters right and appoint a small board of 
which members are not themselves seeking tickets for nomination. 
The complaint appears to be legitimate and it cannot be ignored. 
It would be unwise to shut your ears to such a legitimate complaint. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 
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Yeotmal 
10 January 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay ’ * 

WIRE BERAR CONGRESS CANDIDATE SELECTION DATE WHETHER 
REPRESENTATION IN PERSON ALLOWED BEFORE BOARD. 

DESHPANDE PLEADER 
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TELEGRAM 

68 Marine Drive 
Bombay 
11 January 1946 

Deshpande 

Yeotmal 

PERSONAL REPRESENTATION ALLOWED BUT CONSIDERED UNDESIRABLE. 

VALLABHBHAI PATEL 
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EXTRACTS 

Jubbulpore 
14 January 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Thakur Ghedi Lai, owing to his indolent disposition and 
easy-going habits, took no interest in the day-to-day political 
life of this province and allowed it to be mishandled by self- 
seekers. A man like Amar Singh Saigal possessing no repu- 
tation for moral integrity was drafted into the Provincial Work- 
ing Committee. Raghunath Sinha Kiledar, who had no Con- 
gress activity to his credit and had joined the Congress for the 
first time after its ministry had been installed in the province, 
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was appointed general secretary in disregard of the claims of 
veteran Congressmen. His unpopularity in hb own dbtrict will 
be obvious from the fact that hb candidature for the Narsingh- 
pur-Gadarwara seat has been by an overwhelming majority re- 
jected by the executive of the DCC, which was consulted like 
the rest of the dbtrict executives in respect of the candidates 
coming from them. Kashi Prasad Pandc, a thoroughgoing 
opportunbt, who always stepped into a legislative chamber in 
the teeth of the bans imposed by the Congress from time to time 
and who left no stone unturned to sneak into any cabinet by 
whomsoever formed, was appointed on the Working Committee 
of the province. This gentleman, in order to get a recommenda- 
tion of hb present candidature from his own district executive, 
was constrained to enter into a pact witix Syt. Bhawani Prasad 
Tiwari, president of the Jubbulporc Nagar Congress Committee, 
to throw overboard a reputed and respected Congressman like 
Pandit Kunjlal Dube, who has sought the Congress ticket for the 
seat of Jubbulpore city. Even Syt. Pande’s best friend, I'hakur 
Ghedi Lai, who, in pursuance of the progsdurc laid down by 
the provincial election board, was appointed to supervise the 
proceedings of this executive committee, was comjMdled to report 
that the members “appeared to me to be fully canvassed and 
already determined to record tlieir votes. The whole atmosphere 
was unreal and to me the results of the deliberations appeared 
to be more or less mechanical.” (The quotation is from 'I'hakur 
Chedi Lai’s reptort Flag G in File No. 29.) 

Yours very sincerely, 
D.K. Mehta 
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29 January 1946 


My dear Mehta, 

I had received your letter of the 14th at Delhi. In » demo- 
cratic organisation, all sorts of people get in and it is i icu t 
to prevent all people from getting into power. However, in t c 
matter of selection of candidates, the proposals that were brought 
forward by Thakur Ghedi Lai were scrutinised and evc.atua ly 
all the proposals that were agreed upon have been accepted by 
Shuklaji. For the present, therefore, no blame ^ ■ 

to Thakur Ghedi Lai and in future if there is any difficulty y 
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can write to me so that steps can be taken to remedy the wron^ 
if any. 

Yours siiicerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. D.K. Mehta 
Jubbulpore 
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TELEGRAM 

C 

Jubbulpore 
28 January 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Bombay 

GREAT DISSATISFACTION RESENTMENT ON SELECTION JUBBULPORE 
DISTRICT CANDIDATES. DISTRICT TOWN CONGRESS UNANIMOUS RE- 
COMMENDATIONS COMPLETELY IGNORED. PRAY RECONSIDERATION. 
DEPUTATION WISH RE^>RESENT PERSONALLY. KINDLY WIRE DATE. 

SECRETARY, TOWN CONGRESS 
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TELEGRAM 


29 January 1946 

Secretary 
Town Congress 
Jubbulpore 

BOARDS DECISION FINAL. NO APPEAL POSSIBLE. 

VALLABHBHAI PATEL 
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6 February 1946 

Dear Mr. Kedar, 

I have received your letter of the 30th ult. today as I was 
away from headquarters. 

I am glad you appreciate the final selections made by us 
from Mahakoshal. I have noted that you are critical about the 
selections from Berar, but you will agree that we cannot improve 



355 


CP— «CRA1IBU FOR SEATS 

tions. In Bcrar perhaps the LL recommenda. 

to expectations because men of narliamentarv*”*^ come up 
not be avaUable for selecUon. ^Penence may 

ah-ri received no proposals from Nagpur as yet. Your 

1 ty as a good parliamentarian is undisputed. Your abilitv as 
. good lawyer can™, perhaps be surpass^ or equX 
p^, but your selection as a ^ngress candidate may be question* 
^ by many beca^ of your dilferencB with OrngnS, Pol- 
and programme and of your.inability m f„ i„ iTcoS 
atomphere. In the pM you have found it difficull lo accept 
Con^s tbsctplme and therefore i, is possible Uta, U.e locS 
provmc.al co^dme may no, recommend your uomiuatiou. 1. 
would, therefore, be difficult for the Centre to interfere. 

Those who support Go\ernmcnt have often found by expe- 
rience that m the end they are thrown away when its purpose 
is served and therefore Congressmen have made it a rule never 
to be instruments of this Government, uiujcr any circuinstanccs. 
If you had followed that rule faithfully, you would not have 
come in disfavour of the Government us you now find yourself 
to be. However, I congratulate you for your acting according 
to your convictions, in spite of your incurring ihc displeasure of 
the Government in the matter of the o|>euiug «if the Ciommcrcc 
College. 

Yours sincerely, 
V'allal)lii)hai Patel 

Sjt. T.J. Kcdar 

Advocate 

Nagpur 
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EXTRACT FROM T. J. KEDAR’S LETFER TO SARDAR PATEL 
DATED 8 FEBRUARY 1*J16 

. . . But I think you will permit me to differ from you when 
you say that I became an instrument of Government. If you 
refer to my election as Vice-Chancellor, I took that position be- 
cause the Congress Ministry itself put me in that position. In 
the CP, Vice-Chancellors are elected and not iiominati^d. Once 
the election takes place, the person elected is bound to be accept- 
ed as Vice-Chancellor in the same way as ministers chosen by the 
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majority party are accepted by Government as ministers. The 
Congress was not in office at the time of the second election Still 
Government could not do much at the time as my popularity 
was very high on account of the stand I had taken in admitting 
600 Hindu students of Hyderabad University who had been ex- 
pelled for singing Bande Mataram. No other university, not 
even the Benaras Hindu University gave them an asylum. The 
Government did not like it but they could not do anything. On 
the third occasion the political issu^ involved in the opening of 
the Commerce College made it possible for the Gk}vernment to 
induce some of my supporters to go over to the opposite camp. 

If I had been an instrument of Government I alone of all 
Vice-Chancellors would not have remained un-knighted. 

All the same I realise your difficulties. I shall most cheerfully 
bow to any decision that may be arrived at. 

With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
T.J. Kedar 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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11 February 1946 

Dear Mr. Kedar, 

I have received your letter of the ftth inst. 

I am thankful for your correcting my wrong impression 
about your becoming an instrument of Government in your being 
a Vice-Chancellor, which I thought was an office in the gift of 
Government. I am also glad that you appreciate my difficulties 
in the matter of selection of candidates and I congratulate you 
for your readiness to willing acceptance of our decision in the 
Central Board. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. T.J. Kedar 
Nagpur 



432 
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Dear Mr. Kedar, 

Thanks for your telegram of yesterday. Rankaji liad assured 
me that he wUl accept our decision wliatcver it may be after his 
having received a letter from Mahatmaji, but evidcnilv his collea- 
gues are greatly dissatisfied .and therefore he has also changed 
his stand. He now complains of humiliation but if it was so why 
did he give me that assurance when he was here? Anyway, 
there is no question of any humiliation in this matter, as the final 
selections were to be made by the Central Board. No proper 
recommendations were made from the province at all. The board 
of 15 in the province abdicated its powers and delegated the same 
to six, and these six in their turn delegated tlie delegated powers 
to Rankaji and practically there were no recommendations firm 
the province. However, where there are more applications and 
few seats, there is bound to be such discontentment, especially 
where -the applicants are not accustomed to accept decisions 
loyally. 

Yours sincerely, 
V'allabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. T. J. Kedar 
Nagpur 
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Jubbulporc 
7 February 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

As I have already told you on the puonc, I have r«iucsted 
Mishraji to sec you at Bombay. Although he is not quite well, 
I am sure he will meet you in a couple of days and explain the 

situation. 

The announcement of candidates has met with universal 
approval here except among some of the rejected candidates. It 
is they who are engineering agitation. Before they star e 
their agitation I was sure 50 per cent of the scats wou d g 
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uncontested and our candidates returned unopposed. Their airing 
of dissatisfaction publicly is encouraging the opponents of tl^ Con- 
gress to offer opposition to our candidates. Of course this opposition 
in most of the constituencies will be only technical, and feeble too, 
but all the same it will force us to make all the arrangements an 
election involves. It would be in the best interest of the province 
if the r^^ular candidates are firmly told that after the list had 
been finally approved the all-India Board could not hear appeals 
against its own decision. But unfoi%unately what has happened 
in the province of UP is encouraging the mischief-mongers in 
this province. I met Pandit Gk>vin(f Ballabh Pant at Lucknow. 
I found him rather sad as Maulana Sahib ' [Azad] has replaced 
some of the candidates even after their names had been published 
by the all-India Board. While this sort of action may be merely 
unfortunate in a province like UP, it is sure to prove disastrous 
in a composite province like ours. 

Yours sincerely, 
R. Shukla 


Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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8 February 1946 

My dear Ravishankar, 

I have received your letter of the 7th inst. I have already 
written to you that no changes will be made in the decisions 
that have been taken and therefore no appeals will be entertained 
on the nominations published. 

Poonamchand is coming tomorrow with the Nagpur propo- 
sals. I will see what [D.P.] Mishraji has to say in the matter. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Ravishankar Shukla 
Raipur 
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11 February 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of Uie 8th inst. giving all the 
infonnation re: the discharge of your son, Capt. Paranjpe, and 
also about his whereabouts. I am glad you hav-e given us die 
necessary information and tl^sre will be no difficulty about his 
selection as a Congress candidate from Nagpur province. 


Yours sincerely, 
Vnllabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. D. V. Paranjpe 

Dharampeth 

Nagpur 
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Raipur 
12 February 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

On return here today from Nagpur I received your two letters 
dated the 6th and 8th inst. Thanks many. We arc now going 
ahead with full force making arrangements for nominations. 

I met Poonamchandji at Nagpur and discussed with him the 
proposals for joint constituencies. University of course gocji to 
Dr. Hasan and the commerce scat will go, I feel, to Mulla Alnlul- 
labhai. He can succeed only if you kindly ask Biyaniji to see that 
Singhi (Munim of Seth Gopaldas Mehta) and Seth Gopaldas 
help Mullaji. Seth Gopaldas intended to stand from this consti- 
tuency and had therefore got about 400 to 500 voters rcgistcretl. 
We must now see that these voters vote for Mullaji. If this is 
done Mullaji’s chances are then almost certain. 

As regards the landholders constituency, after discussion with 
me Rankaji agreed to the selection of Mrityanjaya Prasad. He 
was no doubt hesitating and had, it appeared, a soft corner for 
Bhonslc and I believe he might have told you that Mrityanjaya 
Prasad’s success was doubtful. I think he is not right. Knowing 

.^59 



360 


8AKDAR PATEX. S CORRESPONDENCE 


the voters as I do, I feel that we can win this seat for the 
Congress. Our Bhujangrao Rao from Chanda district is also 
standing. If there is a triangular contest, our Congress candidate 
is sure to succeed. If there is only Bhonsle or Bhujangrao we 
may have to work hard for our candidate. There is no doubt 
that a good deal of sentiment is behind Bhonsle. You may consi- 
der all these facts and decide whether we should leave tUs seat 
uncontested. 

As reg^lrds the town seat of Nagpur, I find that there is a 
strong feeling throughout the town that a resident of the town 
should be adopted. Avari is a Very strong candidate for the 
town. I know there is a good deal of prejudice against him and 
he is reputed to be pig-headed. But the Avari of 1946 is not the 
Avari of 1940. He has changed a good deal and is very much 
sobered down. He will be, I can assure you, very loyal to us 
and will do nothing to merit censure from you. He has suffered 
the most and I feel his selection will be most welcome in the 
town. I feel almost certain he will be returned unopposed. 
If he cannot be giveil the city seat I would request you to give 
him a rural seat. Two days ago I had a talk with Ganpatrao 
Pande. He told me that if any candidate who is not a resident 
of Bhandara district is selected he will withdraw. Therefore, if in 
the place of Makae Guruji Avari is put up Pandeji may retire. 
Pande is a powerful candidate and it would be difficult to imseat 
him. Even if this proposal is not accepted I shall indeed be very 
happy if Avari is given some other constituency. If Dada 
Dharmadhikari is adopted from the city of Nagpur he will be 
severely opposed. Great effort will have to be made to bring 
him. TTie Arvi seat, I learn, will be hotly contested if any other 
person except a non-Brahmin is adopted. Wagh will perhaps be 
most suitable. Of course you have almost all interested persons 
present in Bombay. All can safely rely on your judgment. 
You will get this by the 15th noon. If there is anything which 
you wish to ask me I shall be available at Phone No. 154. 

With best wishes, 

I am, 

Yours sincerely, 
R. Shukla 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
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16 February 1946 

My dear Ravishankar, 

I have received your letter of the 12th inst. Nothing can 
be done now regarding Avari. The consideration of proposals 
from Nagpur has reached a final stage and nothing can Ik; done 
to change the conclusions. Y<^ur letter was too late. 

Mishraji had come here and I discussed the matter fully with 
him and the Nagpur friends, including Kishorclaiji. He will explain 
to you everything. 

Thakur Ghedi Lai has come here. He is not indifferent 
about the little discontentment or agitation that has been going 
on in Mahakoshal about some of the selections, fie defends the 
Central Board’s sanction in toto, and has not said a word against 
it. He came here only for the purpose of, obtaining sanction lor 
the substitute of the Harijan candidate, who turned traitor. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Pandit Ravishankar Shukla 
Raipur 
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EXTRACT FROM SIIRI MAUF,StI DU IT MISHKA’S I.KTI KR TO 
SARDAR PATKL DATED 

The workers of the Harda-Sconi constituency are intlepen- 
dent minded but are known throughout the province for serupu* 
lousness, sacrifice and sincere work. It is dtic to them that there 
is unity in the district despite the efforts of a few opportunis 
elements. When such workers decided upon the name of Pandit 
C.G. Mishra (father) it was after a great heart-scarching discussion 
on principles. Although the support was spontaneous, »»»« 
kcnJ^discuffled all aspects of supporting a non-jad-g^r ^ 

The support is unanimous and what 
four appUcations is only due to the 

If we were given a chance to prove we would *7® ^ 

tures from all Congressmen and even voters of the constitucn y 
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But since we know that Shuklaji was aware of it we assort this 
again that Pandit G.G. Mishra was supported by all the workers 
of the constituency. Moreover it was due to him only that the 
workers agreed on one application being sent. I myself tried 
them to be unanimous on some other name but failed. So this 
was one of the temptations that led me to support his candida- 
ture. Now by imposing an outsider, whatever sacrifice may be 
to his credit was a grave injustice to the constituency and the 
workers who had to suffer. 
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21 February 1946 


My dear Mahesh, 

I have received your letter of the 12 th inst. You need to 
have much stronger nerves than you seem to possess if you want 
to serve your country. The Assembly is not the only place for 
service and you should not have taken the matter of rejection of 
your father’s nomination so seriously. There is nothing unusual 
in such matters and there is no need to attribute any motives 
to anybody or to find out reasons other than those which are 
apparent for the decision that has been taken. You must learn 
to be tolerant to others and you must also learn to take such 
minor defeats sportingly. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. Mahesh Dutt Mishra 
9 Hamilton Road 
Allahabad 
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Raipur 
22 February 1946 

My dear Sardar Sahib, 

Notwithstanding the assurances contained in your letters 
of the 6th, 8th and 16th I am informed by [D.P.] Mishraji on 
the phone that Maulana Sahib has allowed K. P. Pande, an 
arch-intriguer to enter the Assembly. I also learn that some 
change is being made even at this stage (after nominations) in the 
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Yours sincerely, 
R. Shukla 

^In ease of necessity you may kindly phone me at N. +9 
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TELEGRAM 


Karachi 
14 February 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Congress House 
Bombay 

Your cable, secured air passage and ianded today, imme* 

NSELY GRATEFUL. MEETING YOU AFTER FILING NOMINATION. 

KAI.AI'PA 
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14 February 1946 

My dear Kalappa, 

I have received your wire from Karachi and I am glad you 
have returned. Your nomination in the labour constituency in 
Mahakoshal has created an amount of troulilc, us there arc other 
claimants who complain that you arc not chiing any service in 
this constituency, and therefore you have no right to lie its 
representative. We have rejected all these appeals but you 
must bear in mind that in these days of democracy, if you will 
not keep in touch with your constituency, the voters will certainly 
have a genuine grievance and you will put the Congress organ!* 
sation in the wrong. I have just brought this fact to your notice 
in order that you may fully discharge your duty towards your voters. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhb»iai Patel 

Sjt. V.R. Kalappa 
44 King’s Way 
Nagpur 
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Rajasthan Bhawan 
Akola 

14 February 1946 

The Secretary, 

Central Election Board 

Congress House , 

Bombay 

Dear Friend, 

Your letter of 9 February 1946. I know the disqualification 
that is against Mr. G.B. Thakre. An application has been made 
for the removal of the disqualification and I hope the disqualifi- 
cation will be removed in time. In case it is not removed an 
alternative name will be kept ready. I shall inform you the 
alternative name. * 

Yours sincerely, 
G. R. Kulkarni 
Secretary 
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17 February 1946 

My dear Biyani, 

I received your letter of the 14th inst. today. We waited 
for the alternative name, but your letter, instead of giving us the 
name, informs us that the name will be kept ready. That is 
not proper. The substitute’s name should be sanctioned by the 
Central Board. We have received complaints about this matter 
and your reluctance to give the name lends colour to the comp- 
laint. We have sent you a telegram today as under: 

“your letter, ip thakre’s disq,uaufication not removed central 
BOARD sanctions DOCTOR SONAR.” 
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If Sjt. Thakre’s disqualification is not removed. Dr. Sonar’s 
nomination is to be filed. Please inform him accordingly. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vuilabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. Brijlal Biyani 
Rajasthan Bhawan 
Akola 
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* Rajastlian Bhawan 

Akola 

20 February 1946 

Respected Sardarji, 

I have received your letter of the 17lh in connrrtion with 
the case of Shri Thakrc. It has pained me a little as I lind there 
is some misunderstanding. Let me assure you at the outset that 
there was never the slightest desire or the remotest thought to 
evade the authority of the Central Board. 1 have disinterestedly 
carried out all your orders and shall unhesitatingly do so in future. 
Please allow me to offer a little explanation. 

Your letter of the 9th was received by me on the 14 th. Be- 
fore this an application was made for the removal of the dis- 
qualification and I was expecting an early decision. On receipt 
of your letter of the 9th. 1 could not give you the substitute 
name immediately as I wanted to consult. 1 was <-xpecting an 
early decision on Mr. Thakre’s application too. Under tlu^sc 
circumstances your letter was only acknowledged. 1 he wording 
in my letter of the 14th is not very happy but I only mcajit that 
after consultation I shall intimate the name. There was no idea 
of delaying. Please excuse me for unhappy construction. 

On the 16th morning I learnt by telephone Ihun Nagpur 
that the application was rejected. That very day, i.c. on the 
16th, I posted you a letter, intimating to yc i the alternate candi- 
date. Unfortunately this letter did not reach you in time. II 
I had the slightest desire to evade or delay I would not have ixrst- 
ed the letter on the 16th. The date for nomination for this consti- 
tuency was the 23rd. There was a clear week’s time to get your 
sanction. I hope my letter of the 16th will convince you hat tl^re 
was nothing of the kind in my mind as you have J '* 

letter of the 17th. I have carried out your instructions carefully 

and fully. 
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SAROAR Patel's correspondrncb 


Respected Sardagi, I again assure you that 1 shaU ever carry 
out your instructions without the slightest evasion. A line in reply 
that the misunderstanding has been removed will give me immen- 
se consolation. 

With best regards, 

Yours sincorely, 
Brijlal Biyani 

Sardar Vallabhbbat Patel 
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22 February 1946 


My dear Biyani, 

I have received your letter of the 20th inst. I know that you 
would not do anything against my instructions and on that acco- 
unt your assurance is unnecessary. I waited for your reply and 
you made no reference about it in your subsequent letters and 
telegrams, so 1 thought that there was something unusual, as 
already I had received a suggestion that you were thinking of 
putting Sjt. Deshmukh at the last moment as a substitute. You 
are very punctual in your correspondence and the delay coupled 
with the warning given made me feel that there was something 
in it and therefore I had to send the telegram. Even aher the 
telegram, there was some misunderstanding and you had to tele- 
phone. However, this is of no consequence. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 


Sjt. Brijlal Biyani 
Akola 
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20 February 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your telegram of the 18th inst. reading: 
“newspaper reports ABOirr final list unbelievable, pray inform 

CORRECT LIST. IF REPORT TRUE DECISION UNJUST. SEEMS NAOPUR PROVIN- 
CIAL CONORESS RELEGATED TO POSITION PARTY. GREAT DISSATISFACTION 
PREVAILS AMONGST WORKERS. PRAY FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO PLACE CORRECT 
FACTS BEFORE YOU AND CONVINCE YOU OF THE INCORRECTNESS OP THE 
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HBPORTED DECISION. CHANCES IN UST UTMOST NEITBSSARY I.N THE INTEREST 

OF PROVINCE AND ITS WELFARE. PRAY DO NEEDFUL IMMEDIATELY.’* 

I have also read in the Press Uiat Sjt. Avari is fasting as a 
protest. Perhaps Nagpur is the only place in the whole of India 
where such protests and demonstrations arc staged against the 
Oentral Poard s selections. 1 can only invite your attention to 
Gandhiji’s article giving the best advice about our desire to rusli 
into these assemblies. Unless this is checked, we are likely to 
lose what we have gained by our sacrifices. Why should people, 
who make so many sacrifices in the struggle, cx]x;ct return for 
these sacrifices by way of compensation and claim to go to the 
councils? They render their sacrifices worthless and discredit 
the organisation. Instead of giving strength to the Congress they 
try to weaken it. There must be some finality to the decisions. 
There can be no appeal or revision of these decisions and the 
date of nomination will also be over now. 

Your provincial board had been of no help to ns. In the 
first place, your Board which consisted of 15 delegated its |iowcrs 
to 6; delegated powers cannot l)c dclegatii? to anybody but these 
6 in their turn delegated their powers to one man, who in fact 
brought no report as required by the Central Board. There was 
no help from the province in the mailer of seleclion as was 
required according to its resolution. The Central Board got your 
proposals very late; otherwise they would have been disjxised of 
at Delhi along with the Mahakoshal and Berar projKisals. V’our 
Ixiard, instead of being helpful, has been more or less obslnu li\ e. 
Even after the selections, it is trying to create iliflicnlties. This 
is not the way in which your province can either build or main- 
tain its reputation in the Congress organisation or outside. You 
must accept the decisions loyally and try to create an atmosphere 
in which there will be no contest. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patti 


The Secretary 

Nagpur Provincial Congress Committee 
Nagpur 
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Jubbulpore 
26 February 1946 

Revered Sardar Sahib, 

Except in the case of the Backward Tribes constituency, 
for which nomination papers will be filed today, nominations for 
all constituencies are over. Besides one European, one Anglo- 
Indian and two Muslim Leaguers, .18 Congressmen have been 
returned unopposed, all from Mahakoshal. , In three constituen- 
cies, including that of Thakur Ghedi Lai, there are no caste Hindu 
candidates to oppose our candidates but as there are two Hari- 
jans in each of them the Congress caste Hindu and the Congress 
Harijan candidates could not go unopposed. A man of absolute- 
ly no importance has been set up against Shuklaji by the Hindu 
Mahasabha out of spite. 

In the district of Saugor, Messrs Sapre, Vasudeo Prasad 
Srivastava and Gopilal Srivastava, all Congressmen, are oppos- 
ing Messrs Shrikrishna Selot, Swami Krishnananda and B.L. Jain, 
the authorised Congress candidates. The brain behind are Mr. 
Sapre and his Maharashtrian friends, and the two Srivastavas are 
merely tools in their hands. But for their rebellion these three 
seats would have gone unopposed as the Hindu Sabhaite opponent 
of Mr. Jain offered to withdraw if the rebel Congressman did the 
same. Although the dates for the withdrawal have passed I still 
believe the rebels will give up their opposition. If they do not, 
they will have to foregjo their securities. 

In the district of Jubbulpore we have to fight only in Mur- 
wara Rural and in the Labour constituency of Mr. Kalappa. 
The real difficulty is in Mr. Kalappa’s constituency. To add 
to difficulties disgruntled Congressmen, more wicked than those 
of Saugor, have openly supported Mr. Kalappa and quietly set 
up non-Gongressmen against him. Out of four of Mr. Kalappa’s 
opponents we are trying to get withdrawn as many as possible. As 
I have not been in touch with labour I have not yet been able 
to gauge the situation. However, nothing will be left undone 
to secure success for Mr. Kalappa. 

Yours sincerely, 
D.P. Mishra 

Sardar Vallabhbhat Patel 
368 



449 


2 March 1946 

My dear Mishra, 

I have received your letter of 26 February. .1 am glad 
about the 18 uncontested returns, but I am sorry to hear that 
some Congressmen have thought it fit to rtbei against the organi- 
sation and file their nomina^on papers against some of the Con- 
gress nominees. Notices should be issued against them for disci- 
plinary action without delay. 

I have written to Shuklaji about Sri Ksishirain Pandey. I 
must get all the facts about him as it was wrong of him to have 
obtained ex parte decision from Maulana after having failed in 
his attempt with me here. At present, I shall say nothing more 
about it, but I wish to know all his antecedents and the compa- 
rative merits between him and the candidate who was first selec- 
ted by the Central Board. It is very unfair that the candidate 
selected by the Board was let down without being given an opj)or- 
tunity of hearing. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sjt. D.P. Mishra 
Jubbulpore 
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6 March 1946 


Pandit Shukla and Chedi Lai, 

maulana whites hearing appeal he pound sheer injustice 

TO KASHHIAM pandey. WIRED TO PROVINCIAL BOARD WATTED 

rSTvOU,. WOtE ALE P*KT.C»LA1« CO-PA.AT.VE MP.m 

OF CANDIDATES CONCERNED. v.,,xllHBHAI 
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TELEGRAM 

Trivandrum 
31 August 1946 

Sardar Vallabhbiiai Patel 
New Delhi 

PLKASE ACGRPT MV SINCERE THANKS FOR YOUR I^TTER OF 
TWENTYFIRST INSTANT WHICH HAS JUST REACHED ME BELATEDLY 
OWING RAILWAY STRIKE. I AM ALSO ANXIOUS TO HAVE 
FULL DISCUSSIONS WITH YOU AND HOPE MEET YOU IN DELHI 
WHEN CONSTirUENT ASSEMBLY MEETS IF NOT EARUER. SHALL 
GIVE PREVIOUS INTIMATION OF DATE OF MY ARRIVAL. 

BEST REGARDS 

C. P. RAMASWAMI 
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ITLEGRAM 

New Delhi 
14 August 1946 

Balvantrai Mehta* 

Bhavaagar 

YOUR LETTER TENTH. MOHANLAL AND HARILAL CAN COME IT 
THEY UKE. 

VALLABUBHAl 


* of All India Sutrs* Peoples Coiifcrcncr, 1927; General 

Secretary, A ICC ; Depiiiv Chief MinUtcr of Saurashcra; Prcaidenc, 'Fhe Servant of 
PctJple Society; Chief Mintsicr, Gujarat; died in plane crash during Indo-Pak war 
in 1965 
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Bluiviiagar 
II September 1946 


Sardar Valla bhbhai Patel 
New Delhi * 

PARISHA.D SECURED TWENTYFOUR SEAl'S LOST FOUR. TWO RIVALS 
BUAVNAGAR CITY THREE RIVAI.S KUNDARA RURAL THREE 
RIVALS MAHUVA RURAL FORFEIT DEPOSirS. OUR RESPECTFUL 
FBLlGlTAnOMS YOUR ASSUMPTION GREAT RESPONSIBILITY. 

BALVANTKAI 
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Sarnaldas College 
Bhavnagar 
18 September 1946 

Most respected Sardur Vallabhbhai, 

I venture^ to submit the following few lines for your consi- 
deration. 

For 34 years I have been liandling the subjects of politics 
and economics in Sarnaldas College, Bhavnagar. As one interested 
in the closest association of the pc<>ple with the Raj, I enquired if 
the Praja Parisiiad party liad any clear fK>licy or a set programme 
for work in tlie newly elected Dhara Sabha that is to meet very 
shortly. I understand that the {Xjlicy and the programme are to 
be determined by you as President of Bhavnagar Praja Parishad. 

It is, indeed, a happy augury for the working of democratic 
institutions in Bhavnagar that the Praja Paiishad representatives 
have liie benefit of ^our iiKKlerating counsels and constructive 
statesmanship which the Dhara Sabha will need very much at 
this juncture. Bhavnagar, as you know» has taken a lead in Ka- 
thiawar in the direction of the democratisation of the State. All 
of us are anxious to see that this ex(K:rimefit is a success. Assuredly, 
it is in your power to make it a success. In my hiirnlilc opinion, 
nothing will contribute to this success more tlian the spirit 
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of real co-opcration wUch the elected members may now give to 
the Darbar. This spirit of co-operation may first and foremott take 
the form of ensuring the financial solvency of the State which 
has already prepared fairly extensive schemes of welfare functions 
under the Bhavnagar post-war reconstruction plans. For instance, 
as cliairman of the sub-committee on post-war education scheme, 
I am asking the Darbar to find Rs. 75 lakhs as capiul expenditure 
and Rs. 8 to 10 lakhs as recurring annual expenditure for carrying 
out our scheme of free and compulsory primary education along 
with some arrangement for basic education. We have also schemes 
for health, nutrition, housing and medical relief etc., all over the 
State. Bhavnagar has a reputation for financial solvency. 

I most respectfully submit that under your able guidance tlic 
Praja Parishad may continue to consider this point of sound public 
finance of Bhavnagar as a sacred trust. Even in tliis point, their 
spirit of co-operation will be thoroughly appreciated. 

You will forgive me, Sir, for this intrusion. My only reason 
for thrusting myself on you is that though I am an official— a 
mere salaried servant ol the State — I am second to none in my 
fervent hope that the Bhavnagar people do realise as their own 
achievement wliat I have been teaching for years to my classes 
in this college. 

God forbid that anytliing happens by way of obstruction 
which may give to the enemies of democracy an occasion for 
chuckling! 

In all humility. 

Your most obedient servant, 
(T. K. Shahani) 
Principal 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
Home Minister 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
21 September 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of tlic 18 Uj instant. 

It is not possible for to determine the policy and progra- 
mme of the Praja Parishad from this distance, but occasionally 
the Praja Parishad takes my advice. In all States where I am 
connected, I am trying my best to divert the activities of the 
people to constructive channels, but it is unfortunate that little 
co-operation comes from the States concerned. 1 am particularly 
interested in Bhavnagar because the late Sir Prabhasltankar 
Patni was my personal friend and we had common interest in the 
welfare of tlie State. As ex-president of the Kathiawar Kajkiya 
Parishad and as ex-president of the Bhavnagar Praja Parishad, 
I am naturally interested in seeing that Bhavnagar would lead the 
other States in Kathiawar which are traditionally backward. 

Bhavnagar is no doubt solvent. It is a fortunate circumstance 
that the Darbar puts no difficulties in the way of the progress of 
the State, but that is only a negative thing. If you could 
induce the Dlrbar to spend the amount suggested by you for 
tlic welfare of the State for the constructive sclicrncs of compulsory 
education and arrangement for basic education as also for the 
other schemes mentioned in your letter, it would indeed l>e very 
good. But mere beneficial activities do not satisfy people’s crave 
for freedom, and unless the State succeeds in enlisting the sym- 
pathy and co-operation of the people in the execution of these 
schemes, the efforts of the State would not yield the desired result. 
My part will be, you may rest assured, to help the State as 
well as the people. 

. Yours sincerely, 

Valiabhbhai Patel 

T. K. Shahani Esq. 

Principal 

Samaldas College 
Bhavnagar 
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'Flic Mysore Congress 
Cottonpet 
Bangalore City 
8 September 1946 

Dear Sardarji, 

Sjt. K.. CItaiigalarayu Reddy, the ncwlyndcctcd president of 
the Mysore Congress, myself and one or two other friends will be at 
Dcllii iK’twecn the 19ih and 2r)th instant. We want to interview 
Bapuji, Bandit Jawaharlal Nehru, yourself and Babu Rajendra 
Prasad to discuss the several problems facing Mysore. You know 
our problems tliorougidy well. The annual session of the Mysore 
Congress will be held at Bangalore during the middle of next 
monlit when we will have to decide on the steps we liavc to take 
in furiheratice of our political objectives. W'e want your advice 
and guidance. 

I therefore request that you may be pleased to spare half an 
hour for us on any day between the 2()th and 25th instant at any 
time convenient to you. We will ascertain the time fixed from 
your secretary on reaching Delhi. 1 hope that in spite of hcas'y 
pressure of work you will kindly spare us this half ^n hour. 

Yours sincerely, 
[S.] Nijalingappa 
President 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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Mysore Congress 
Camp Mysore City 
3 October 1946 

Dear .Sardarji, 

The new Dewan of Mysore, Sir Ramaswami Mudaliar, has 
expressed himself in his opening address to the Representative 
.■\ssembly tni 30 .Septemlrcr. A copy of his address is enclosed. 
Apart from other problems, the reactionary attitude of Sir 
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Mudaliar and of the Government of Mysore so far as the people's 
political demand for responsible government is concerneil is clear 
from the last three paragi^aphs of piirt 1 (|>«'iges 10 and 11) of 
the said address. 

The working committee of the Mysore Congress was in session 
at the time and passed a resolution expressing their reaction to 
the address. I have enclosed a copy of the resolution for your 
consideration. It will certainly interest you to Tiotr that all the 
bills that the Government placed Iwforc the Assembly ha\e l>ern 
thrown out on the ground tliat the present Mitiistry has not the 
confidence of the legislature. 

Yours sincerely, 
S. Nijatiugappa 


ENCLOSURE I 

EXTRACrr FR(^M THE ADDRESS OF THE DEVVAN OF MYSORE 

n) THE representative: ashkmiua 

Ntrmbrrs of the Rq^rrsrntativr Assembly, I have so (nr dmll with variouK 
social and rronornic problems which concern the citi/en and i|jr propri solii* 
tion of which will promote his primperity and ultirnafr hafipineiJM, I am not 
hou’e\'cr unaware of the (act that there are some members wfio are nuich 
more kerrily inl#rrsted in what may be termed “fx>liliral proll^eln^** and who 
perhaps believe that the solution cofilemplatrd by them for such |»rol>lf ms is 
the real panacea hw all the ills that f>eople are suflerinK from. I have no 
desire to canvass such views. But I should l:>e failtrn^: in my duly i( I did not 
refer t > some asjx’cts of the (|tirstion as they strike me even at this ntnyr. 

There has been an undue insistence in some quarters on parallrliMii in 
chanejes in an Indian State like Mysore and in British Indian pioviiues. ft is 
as well that we should realise the difTcrences that exist and are inevitable in 
these two arexs partly on liisloi ical (grounds and partly from the present set 
of circumilances. The problems that exist in British India may not, and 
often are not. the same as in Mysore. The passions that base been aroused 
there mav not find equal iusti(ir«ati<'in in this State. 'I he insistrfice f>n rnmilar ity 
and the ratsintt of slof^ans and catch words which hxir their real s i famine at ice. 
and certainly their potency, in the atmosphere of Mysore may f>erhaps lead us 
further from that increased «tssociatioii of the representatives c>f the |>rople 
with the Government in the administration of the State which successive 
Rulers have stated to be their cherished and declared polic y. 

1 venture to make an earnest appeal to all good citizens to rally round the 
Throne and the Person of the Ruler, and in loyalty to him, work for tlic welfare 
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of all sectioiu of the people. 'Fhe conditiona prevalent ekewhert, the troubled 
and anxious times through which many are passings the general spirit of real* 
IcssfMUS which Is so Mfidespread, give some indication of u4iat is required of 
all such citiaens in this State. It is not by intemperate language or incitements 
to lawlessness that progress can be attained. They are the greatest obstacles 
to the achievement of any orderly and progressive administration. And when 
those who are responsible for such activities find themselves translated to 
spheres of responsibility, these vciy activities will form a boomerang. I ven* 
ture to suggest in all modesty that what is most required is the cuhivatiem of 
a spirit of toleranccA^a disposition to appreciate the point of view of those who 
hold opinions different to one's own and above all a catholicity of spirit and 
outlook which marks the real lover of his country and the true nationalist. 
When such an atmosphere is created, as I trust it may .soon be. when each of 
us observes, in spirit even more than by the letter, the oath of loyalty W'e have 
sworn to the gracious Ruler of our State, when the good of the people it 
placed above all other considerations, there will exist those conditions which 
will enable the declared policy of our Ruler to be steadily pursued. And 
in the meanwhile nuiy we all so act and serve that that day may be 
hastened, and that the State of Mysore may play a great and leading part in 
shaping the destinies of greater India. 


ENCLOSURE II 

RESOLUTION PASSED BY THE WORKING COMMITTEE OF 
THE MYSORE CONGRESS AT ITS MEETING H1?t.D 
ON 29 AND 30 SEPTEMBER 1940 


Bangalore City 
4 October 1946 

The Working Committee has reviewed the present political situation in 
the State in the context of the recent political devel<^>ments in India and is 
of opinion that the Government of Mysore continue to be wooden and un- 
responsive to the just demands of the people. 

The Working Committee holds that the present Government which is 
not responsible to the legislature is incapable of satisfactorily tackling the 
manifold complex problems facing the country particularly the food problem. 
The recent speech of the Dfwan before the Represen tat t\T Assembly, far from 
allaying the apprehensions of the people, tends to accentuate ditsatis&ction 
and unrest. The Working Committee is of the emphatic opinion that the 
said speech, while utterly lacking in constructive proposals, is reactionary 
and retrograde and feels that it holds ^t a veiled challenge and threat to 
those who are engaged in the establishnient of responsible governsnent under 
the aqgis of His Highness. 
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Under the drcunuUkncet, the Working Committee it compciird to come to 
the caadutkm that a struggle in\x>lving considerable tufTering and sacrifice has 
become necessary and inevitable ibr the realitaticm of responsible government. 

The Woriting Committee will consider further at its next meeting the 
definite policy and pn^ramme to be adopted in this behalf and place the 
same before the ensuing open session of the Congress for decision. 

K. R. Madhava Ran 
Joint .Secretary 
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New Delhi 
10 Oclol>cr 1946 

Dear Friend, 

I have received your letter of the 3rd instant with its enclosures, 
I am not surprised at what you have written alxtut your 
new Dewan. Mysore began to appreciate Sir Mir/a Ismail after 
he left. It is now beginning to appreciate Sir Madhav Rau‘ after 
he has left. So in every ctiange of administration you are getting 
the worst of it, in spite of progress outside MyM)re. India is making 
rapid strides towards independence, but there is no sigfn of it 
anywhere in the States. Mysore is no exception. 

Yours sincerely, 

• Vallabhbhai Patel 

Shri S. Nijalingappa 
Gamp Mysore City 
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Alwar 
30 August 1946 

Sardar Patel 

New Delhi • 

HORRIBLE SCENES PUBUC BEATEN TERRIBLY. piTV OBSERVING HARTAL 
for seven days. smjATION CRITICAL INHUMAN BRUTAL TREATMENT 
OF STATE authorities INTOLERABLE. CHILLIES AND LATIIIS FORCIBLY 
THRUST INTO RECTUM SEV’ERAL MEN LYING UNCONSCIOUS. PRAY 
INTERVENE IMMEDIATELY. 

ALWAR PUBLIC 


t Prime Kfinifter of Mysore Sute 
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SARDAR PATBfS MESSAGE TO SHRI E. BLWANDRA WARRIER, 
PRESIDENT, COCHIN STATE PRAJA MANDAL 

Camp: New Delhi 
25 August 1946 

The Maharaja of Cochin has given the«4eaci to all the Indian States by 
hit unequivocal deciarationi in favour of responsible government and the 
granting of very wide powers to the Ministers immrdiately^ for which hr 
deserves to be congratulated. The Praja Mandal of Cochin representing the 
people of the State has got a unique opportunity to exploit to the fullest extent 
the generous offer which has been made to them and of demonstrating to the 
other States how easily the transfer from autocratic rule to responsible govern- 
ment can be effected bv co-operation and goodwill between the Ruler and his 
people. I would advise the Praja Mandal to unhesitatingly offer its full co- 
operation by taking over ats many departments as may he transferred imme- 
diately as well as in the work of drawing up a new constitution wherein 
responsible government is fully provided for. 
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Ernakulam 
9 September 1946 

Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

COALinO!^ MINISTRY FORMED COCHIN WITH TWO PRAjAMANDAt 
ONE SOCIALIST AND ONE PROGRESSIVE PARTV' MEMBERS. PRAY 
BLESSINGS. 

PRESIDENT, COCIIIN STATE PRAJAMAXDAL 
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New Delhi 
11 Scptrml.>cr 194€ 


Dear Friend, 

I hav^e y^iur trlc 5 rr«arn of the 9th insi,, and I congratulate 
y>n far the- formation of a Coalition Ministry with the Praja 
Mand il, Socialist and progressive parlies* If yon will discharge 
your duty with unity of purpose and solely with a \ icw u» do giKnl 
to the people of Cmhin, I have no doubt that (/’.oclan will 
liive the h :):iinir of leading the other Indian Stales. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallal)hbhai Patel 

Tlic President 

Cochin State Praja Mandal 
Ernakularn 
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Bikaner House 

• Nf'W Delhi 

12 Septrrnl>er 191(i 

Pujya Sardarji, 

As suggested by your honour in course of today's interview, 
I am enclosing herewith copies of corrrspondenri' between tlie 
Resident and myself. 

I should like to draw your kind attention to a statemenl in 
para 4 of the Resident's letter of 30 January to the effect that 
it would l>e iin})ossil)le for the Crown Represenlalive to fulfil liis 
responsibility of the intrcKluction of the reforms that I had myself 
aTinounced so long as« I was in Rew^i. 

Surprising as it may sound that my own presence would liave 
created any difficulty in the intnxJuction* of those very reforms 
which I had myself proclaimed, suffice it to say that the resjrrmsi- 
blc government as granted by me still remains imimplemented and 
in spite of my enf'orcrtl a!>sence from my liearfb and borne for 
the last 10 months. However, I assure your l»otu>iir here and 
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now that my presence in Rewa would cause no impediment in 
the establishment of full responsible government as I had already 
granted to my people on the occasion of Dussehra last year. 

I now draw your kind attention to paras 2&3 of my letter 
of 30 March in which I had extended a voluntary assurance to 
the effect that I was a friend and well-wisher not only of Rewa 
but also of other Indian States and British India and I can have 
nothing but the best of good wishes for them all. 

I have patiently borne all the inhictions dvat have been heaped 
upon me regarding which I have never felt myself as being 
deserving of any of these hardships. However, to say the least, 
I see no reason why my entry into any of the Congress provinces, 
i.e. UP, CP or Bihar should be banned. Bans and restrictions 
of difierent kinds and on different people have been removed 
already and I therefore feel there is no reason why my case 
need ^ treated as an exception any longer. 

Realising full well how busy Your Honour must be in other 
more important affairs, I close my letter and thank you very 
much for your kindness in granting me an interview even during 
such a busy period. 

With best of regards & respects. 

Yours sincerely, 
Gulab Singh* 
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Gamp Meerut 
22 Luker Road 
Allahabad 
25 September 1946 

My dear Pujya Vallabhbhai, 

I am writing this letter to you in connection with my yester- 
day’s talks regarding Rewa. 

You know that the Baghclkhand Congress Committee has 
bera working in Rewa* for the last 15 years. Now the^ Rewa 
Government have set up a constitution committee to advise the 
Government to what extent popular elements may be introduced 
in the administration of the State. They have nominated^ three 
Congressmen to work on the committee. In addition to this His 

I Malwn^ of Rew* in V'indhyn Prndoih, now n port of XIndhyn Pradesh 
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Hi^ness the Maharaja has decided to form an Interim Govt., 
under which he wants the constitution committee to work and 
elections to be held. For the Intmm Government he will invite 
the Baghelkhand Congress Committee to nominate their nominees 
to hold ministerial posts. 

The recent Wardha resolution of your All India Congress 
Working Committee has debarred Congress organisiitions from 
taking part in political and parliamentary activities. There was 
no Praja Mandal uptil nqjv. AAer the said resolution a Praja 
Mandal has just been set up by those who have been so long 
opposing Congress activities in the State. 

You will agree with me, I hope, that it is neither possible 
nor is it in the interest of the people of tlte State to let this newly 
formed Praja Mandal to represent and function on behalf of the 
people of the State. And, therefore, I request you to kindly 
permit the Baghelkhand Congress Committee to participate in the 
constitution-making body and form an Interim Govt., if so desired, 
in any State within its jurisdiction. 

An immediate reply is solicited because tlie announcement 
will be made by the Rewa Govt, on 5 October 1946. 

With kind rt^rds, 

Yours sincerely, 
Narmada Prasad Singh 

Sardar VallaWhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
26 September 1946 

My dear Narmada Prasad Singh, 

I have received your letter of the 25th instant. 1 have spok- 
en to the General Secretary of the AICC (Mr. Keskar), and it 
is agreed that where \he Congress organisation is strong and is 
functioning, no new Praja Mandal or other organisations that may 
arise should be recognised in the States, and instructions will be 
issued accordingly. 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

Sardar Narmada Prasad Singh 
Allahabad 



376 

Govind Nivas Palace 
Datia, Cl 
14 November 1946 

My dear Sardar Patel, 

I am taking the liberty of wTiting this letter to you as I find 
myself in difficulties with the Political Department for no fault 
of my own. Sir Walter Campbell, the Resident at Indore, wants 
to strike me just because the Dewan, Khan Bahadur Ainuddin, 
who had been thrust on me in 1943 against my protests happens 
to he a very hot favourite of Sir Walter. Sir Walter when he came 
to India as a young civilian had his training with Mr. Ainuddin 
who was then a deputy magistrate in the UP and who did the 
famous Kakori case. 

The recent trouble arose on account of the ftet that on the 
Diwali night some temples in the State were desecrated by some 
miscliief-mongers. The public suspected some of those Mohame- 
dan employees of the State who had been brought by Ainuddin 
from outside. The public asked the Dewan to dismiss them and 
on his refusal to do so the public suspected that the Dewan wanted 
to encourage* them and shield them. More so as the Dewan had 
asked them t^> start a l)ranch of the League in Datia and had 
himself contributed in it. 

The public went on strike and most of the Hindu officials 
sent in their resignations. Tlir Political Agent, Mr. Egerton, 
was sent to Datia and he openly accused me of giving encourage- 
ment to the public. He wanted the strike to be called ofl' while 
the |)eoplc demanded that the Dewan be sent out first and the 
hartal will be called off then. 

My [K*rsf>iial Ad\iser, Mr. B. B. Tawakley, an advocate of 
Delhi, was able to bring alK)ut a settlement by which the Dewan 
agreed to resign if he was paid one year’s gratuity and three mon- 
ths' leave on lull pay. * I agreed to it and further ordered that he 
would !)e appointed as my adviser on Rs. 500 per month. It was, 
therefore, announced with the full concurrence of the Political 
Agent that the Dewan would go away and the Crown Police which 
had been sent for would also l>e asked to go away and that no 
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victimisatiou would take place. On this unnouiicenient the hartal 
was called off and people returned to their work. The Agent also 
went away on knowing tliai everything was so peacefully settled. 

The misfortune of the whole tiring is that hir Walter Campbell, 
the Resident, dot?s not care lor the wishes or well-being ot my 
subjects and wants to favour his own matt and thereby thrust a 
.Muslim Dcw.m in a Hindu State against lire wishes of all. He has 
set this settlement aside anti when he came here on 11 .November, 
he scolded me and s.iid that the Dewan would not go but that 
my powers would Ire taken away and if the strike was not e.tlled 
off fry the loth he would send me out of the State. Immediately 
on his .irrival the Resident «>rdered the withdiawal of the State 
forces. .\ 1 it’ii charge was also made .md m.iny people were 
injuicd. People again got infuriated and resorted to hartal, the 
only wcap.iir in their hands, to show their ri^enlineut. ,\ll Hindu 
olficers sent in their resignations again. 

ludiscriminale arrests liave since been marie and cliildren 
have been sent out miles away horn Dati.i and left in the linest 
at the merey of tin; wild animals and the weather. People are 
suffering great tiuuble .»nd misery for the sakt' ol one man and 
for the sake of tiie prestige oi the Ikira Sahib. 

.\l this old age I am insnlted in all m.tnnei ami tiiy wife, (he 
Maharani, has lj« en .tccused ol meeting with jreople ami im iting 
them to so-i.#lhd l.iwle.ssm'.ss. The .Mahanini is a pmd.ma.vhin 
lady and is not capable of inciting any one in any maimer. 

1 look to you tor help and sueeour in this lionr of my dis- 
tress. I may tell yon that there is no Himin-Muslitn tension in 
my State so far and .Muslims of D.ili.i have joined the Hindus in 
their condemaatiun of the highhanded actions of tin- Dewan. 

I have also written about this to tlie Hon’ble .Sard.o Ifaidcv 
Singh .ind I am sure he will come in touch with you. 

With my kindest regards, 

Yours sincerely, 

• Maharaja ol Dalia 

Sardar Vallalihhhai Patel 
Home Memlwr 
Government of India 
New Delhi 
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New Delhi 
20 November 1946 

My dear Maharaja Sahib, 

Many thanks for your letter of the 14th instant. 

I fully appreciate, and sympatiihe with, your difficulties, but 
the matter concerns the Political Department and I am afraid we 
have very little to do with that department. Nevertheless, we 
shall try to do what we can, and have already taken some action. 
Witli kindest regards, 

Yours sincerely, 
Vallabhbhai Patel 

H. H. the Maharaja of Datia 
Govind Nivas Palace 
Datia, Cl 
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Govind Nivas Palace 
Datia, Cl 
14 December 1946 

My dear Sardar Patel, 

I am glad to inform you that the Datia affair has been settled 
and things are assuming normal shape. I am extremely grateful 
to you for the timely help and assistance rendered by you in 
my difficulties. You must have read in tlie papers that I have 
formed a Council and have given representation to my people in 
the administration of the State. I propose to appoint a committee 
very sliortly to frame an Act for the future government of my 
State. I am sure you will always guide me in the future destinies 
of my people. 

With kind regards. 

Yours sincerely, 
Maharaja of Datia 

Sardar Vallabhbhai Patel 
New Delhi 

382 



APPENDICES 

APPENDIX ONE 

{By WdUr Sfason^ APA StaiT CcMTcs|x>t)<ictii] 

New Delhi, 9 May — (APA) Sardar Vallablibliai Paid drchurd today 
that the current British policy of **rrnmiaing neutral but holding |.x>%vrr is a 
way of propagating civil war*\ an<? asserted that India's political iini^assc would 
bo broken at once if power were transferred to the Clentral C*ovrnmkcnt ''as 
it now stands.** 

The Home, Information and Broadcasting Member said in an interview 
that functioning of India’s Interim Govemiricut as a Duitiiiiion Govcninient 
“with the Viceroy standing out’* would have two iniincdiair results. 

1. “There would be peace in the country within a week. Those who commit 
acts of violence do so because they fed there is no strong OaUal jxiwer 
to check them. With dominion functions, the Ontral CJovenmienl would 
form a strong centre and would have the necessary fiown to pul down 
disorder.’* 

2. ’’Lacking interference by a third party to whom cither side could appeal, 
the Congress and the Muslim League would settle their diifercncts at 
once. If there were conflicts in the Cabinet over any question, the migority 
would rule.** 

Particular significance was attached to Sardar Patel’s statement in the 
light of a reliable rej>ort that the Viceroy had sent word to Hi* Majesty's 
Government that tome action must be taken quickly in India to avoid a 
situation “no one could control/’ and in view of Mahatma Gandhi’s rrcrnlly 
reiterated opposition to a division of India. 

Sardar Patel did not predict what type of settlement might be expected 
between the League and the Congress over the issue of Pakistan if such a step 
were taken by the British Government. However, he said the (k>ngreft would 
not coerce any unwilling group or area. 

He did say that Section 93 “would vanish in the Punjab*’ and the 
Congress and the League would agree, possibly to a Coalition Government, 

In the North*Wcsi Frontier Province, where the League has carried oo an 
agitation against the Congress Ministry for more than two motilhs, Sardar Patel 
said» “The Ministry would remain* The election only last year was fought on the 
issue of Pakistan and the CoogrcM woo/’ 
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SAR0AR PATEL^S CORRESPONDENCE 

Sardar Patel characterized the present lituatioo in India as serious and 
said one ol the grave problems was that of private armies now bein^ raised 
and equipped. 

As an alternative in the event die British decided India must be divided, 
Sardar Patel suggested that power be transferred to the Constituent Assemblies, 
saying the Muslim League already has a separate Constituent Assembly in the 
members elected to the Assembly they have consistently boycotted. 

“The other way is much easier,” he added. “Transfer of power to the Ccmtral 
Govmmient, let the Viceroy stand out ayd not interfere. Ihen you have 
a strong Centre which would be capable of dealing with the problems faring 
the country^ particularly in such places as the Punjab and the North-West 
Frontier Pioviiue. linmediatrly there would be |Ka<e in the country.” 

Sardar I’atel reiterated that the Congress stands for the 16 May statement 
“in loto” and “in spite of its weakness, the Congress would like to have a 
strong Centre . . . a^>art from external iroubics. It is absolutely cssaitiai 
that there be a strong army and for dcfaicc, a strong Central Covcinmaiu 

“ I’hc Congress jxisiiion always has bear that it will not coerce group 
or area which does not want to remain. At the same time it will not be 
coerced by any group or coiniriunity. The Congress lias accepted that principle 
since the Cripps talks in 1942. 

“ rherriore, il the Muslim LeaKUC insists that it wants reparation then the 
Omgress will not cxiinpcl them to remain by force. But it will result in di\id- 
ing Bengal and Punjab. 11 Bengal and Punjab provinces as they stand today 
were (Hit into P«<kistan, cocTcion could come in. Nun-Muslirns would be forced 
into Pakistan and there would be a civil war. 

“ rhrrcforr it the league insists on ]>artitiDn ot India, the sainr grounds on 
which it insists <in partitioxi apply in the Pakistan areas.” 

Sardar Patel remarked that “it is a dangerous game that Mr. Jinnali is 
playing,” (Miinling out that se(>aratioii of Burma iroin India required two 
years. “And we had nothing in common, no common army, no mixture cf 
communitirs as we havT in India,” he added. 

He predicted it would take a long time, perhaps years, to divide the 
Indim Army, let alone sq>iirate conuiiuirications, railroads and similar inter- 
locking services spanning India. 

Of tlur Muslim Lixigue President Sardar Patel said that cxcqut for the 
Lc«iguc*s tcnqKHary acceptance of the Cabinet Mission Plan Mr. Jimiaii’s 
position has remained the same. 

“We asktxi him to refer the question to the United Nations Organisation,” 
Sardar l^atel said. “Hr said no. We asked him to arbitrate. He said no.** 
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MEMORANDUM PRESENTED BY THE CABINET MISSION TO HIS 
HIGHNESS THE CHANCELLOR OF TOE CHAMBER OF 
PRINCES ON STATES* TRE.ATIES AND 
PARAMOUNTGA' ON 12 MAY 1946 

L Prior to the recent statemait of the British Prime Minister in the 
House of Comaious an assurance was given to tlu* Piineo iluil there no 
intention on tlie part of the Crown to initiate any change in their lelatiiMK^hip 
with the Crown oi the rights guaranteed by their treaties and engagnuents 
without their e^msent. It was at the Siiine lime stated that ih Primes* eon* 
tent to any changes wliicli might rnicrge as a resnll c»f nt goliatums umiUl not 
unreasonably l>e withheld. ‘T he ChamlKi of Pi liues ha.s sim r ioniiitiird that 
the Indian Stales fully share llie gem ral desiie in the rountry for tlir iinmtdi* 
diate attainment by India of la r full stature. His Maj«'.s!\*» (iovernmeni hnw 
now declared that if the sucres.sjon (fovernmrni or (iovennmnlJi in BrilisJi 
India desire indepe.uh'me, no obstacle would be jiland in theii way. *rbr 
effect of thes<* announceiuenes is that all those com rrned with the ftituir of 
India wish }jrr to attain a jKrsilion of inde|>rnclrncc within or without the Bri- 
tish Comrnoinscahh. Tlie D<*legalion have come liere tt» assist in resolsing tlie 
dilTicultii’s which .stand in the way of India fulfilling this wish.. 

2. During the interim period, which must elapse before the lotning into 
operation of a Itiew const ilutional stnicturr under whi< h British Imha will be 
indr|>cndent oi fully .self-governing, paramountcy \si)l remain in fj>rrsition. 
But the Biitish Government eould not and will m*l in tiny i irrumst ini r# 
transfer pararnountev to an Indian Government. 

3. In the meanwliile, the Indian Stati :> are in a position to play an iiiqKir- 
tanl pari in the formulation of the new constitutional .structuir lor India, and 
His Majirsty’s Governmeni have lje< n informed by tlw Indian Stales that they 
desire, in their c»wn interests and in the interests of India as a whole, Ixith to 
make their ctinlribiition to the framing of the striicUire. and to take tlieir due 
place in it when it is completed. In order to facilitate this they will doubt- 
less strengthen their position by doing r\erythiiig |>os5ibir to ensure that their 
acbntnist rat ions conform to the highest sl<ii;dard. Where adequate standards 
cannot be achieved within llic existing reiouices ol* the Slate lliey will no d^nibt 
arrange in .suitable ciises to form or join adniinisiiaJ i\e unilft large inough to 
enable them to Ix' fitted into the constitutional sirurture. It will also strengthrn 
the position of States during this formtilative peric.d if the various ( ovf ftnimts 
which have not already done so lake active strp.s to place thrnurives in close 
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and constant touch with public opinion in their State by means of representa- 
tive institutions. 

4. During the interim period it %vill be necessary for the States to conduct 
negotiations with British India in regard to the future regulation of matters of 
common concern, especially in the economic and financial field. Such nego- 
tiations, which will be necessary whether the States desire to participate in the 
new Indian constitutional structure or not, will occupy a considerable period 
of time, and since some of these negotiations may well be incomplete when 
the new structure comes into being, it will, in order to avoid administrative 
dtflicultirs, be necessary to arrive at an understanding between the States and 
those likely to control the succession Government or Governments that for a 
perifxl of time the then existing arrangements as to these matters of common 
conceni should continue until the new agreements arc completed. In this 
matter, the British Government and the Crown Representative will lend such 
assistance as they can should it be so desired. 

5. When a new fully self-governing or independent Government or Govem- 
menfs come into being in British India, His Majesty’s Govemmenl’s influenee 
with these Govertunents will not be such as to enable them to carry out the 
obligations of jKiramountcy. Moreover, they cannot contemplate that British 
trcK^ps would be retained in India for this purj>osr. TTuis, as a logical 
sfrjiirnrc and in view of the desires expressed to theni on behalf of the Indian 
States, His Majesty^s Government will cease to exerrise the p^mers t f para- 
mountry. Tliis means that the riglits of the States which Bow from ihrtf rela- 
tionship to the Crown will no longer exist and tliat all the rigfits Mirreiidered 
by the Slates to the paramount [w>wcr will return to tlie States. Political 
arrangements betw'cen the States on the one side and the British CVriwn and 
British India on the other will thus be brought to an end. Tbe void v ill 
have to be filled either hv the States entering into a federal r<*Iationship with 
the sueces.sor Government or Governments in British India, or failing this, 
entering into particular fiolitieal afTangrment.s with it or them. 

NGFE: 'rhe following explanatory note was issued by the O^hinet Missiem 
in New !>lhi on the date of publication (22 May 19*lfil: 

I he C;ibinet nrlegalion desire to m?kr it clear that the document issued 
today entitled ‘*M#miorandiim on States* Treaties .^nd Paramounfev' pres<*nfrd 
by the Cabinet Delegation to His Highness the Chancellor of Princes’* was 
drawn up l>eforr the Mission began its discussions with party leaders and rqpre- 
sented the substance of what they communicated to the representatives of the 
States at their first interviews with the Mission. This is the explanation of the 
use of the words ‘Succession GovtTnment or Governments fin] British India* an 
expression which would not of course h«avc been used after the issue of the 
Delegation’s recent statement. 
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Black market, 165 
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Broadcasting station, for Nagpur, 162, 
163; for Orissa, 148 
Budget demands, 97 
Bux Haji Maula, 94, IIB, 120, 133, 
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Bux Fir Illahi, Sind Revenue Minister 
104, 114 
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ordeal, 177 
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coMlinur, 162, 163 
Onlral Fleet ion Board, Gli 
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Chatidhry Krishnagopal IXitt, 81 
CUumur-Ashthi ease, 98 
{^iristiaui conimunity, favoum joint 
electorates, 51 

Oialition government, 292-326 
Ckmlitioii Ministry, 178 
(kialition Parly, 94, 102, 110 
Onhiii Stale Praja Mandal, 376-77 
Colville, John, 318-22 
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163 
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Congress High Command, 24, 99, 
157 

Congress ideology, 126 
CongrcKi Manifesto, 196 
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Congress Working Committee, 20, 21, 
-86, 27, 34, 40, 152-53 


Constituent Assembly, 32, 33, 38, 39, 
54, 55, 72, 77, 78, 82, 90, 1054)7, 
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150, 151, 154, 155, 190, 198 
Constructive work, 146 
Cripps Mission, 100 
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DAS, SAKANGADHAR, profxjses to 
resign from Orissa Assembly, 147 
Datia Maharaj, 382 
Davis Gtxlfrey, Chief Justire of Sind, 
96 

Dawn, 86, 89, % 

IVarness allowance, 64 
Deccan States, their union, 340-42, 
345-46) 

Demot'racy, has a right to go wrong, 
8, 105 

Deo, Shankar rao, 66 
IVsiii, Khandubhai, 54, 63, ikt 
13rsai, Morarji, 74 
Dewan Chainanlal, 80 
Dharinadhikari, Dada, 155, 156 
Direct Action Day, 41, 177-78 
Diwakar K. R., 63 
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Estates Land Act, 56 
European Group, 100 
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Europeans^ propoae to be neittnU on 
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Bengal Ministry, 178 * 
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Excluded areas, 145 
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